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Artie Shaw Is the Mr. Cinderella Of 


Bounce Bands; in the Red 3 Mos. Ago 








By BEN BODEC 


Artie Shaw, the newest thing in 
bounce bands, who last week signa- 
qured a contract with RCA Victor 
which guarantees him an income 
from phonograph records of $100,000 
for the next two years, can lay claim 
to. skyrocketing from behind the 
eight-ball into the realm of big 
money within a period of three 
months. When Shaw took up his 
gtand at the Lincoln hotel, N. Y., 
last December he was in the red for 
$11,000. Today, besides the disc coin, 
he’s good for a minimum of $6,500 
a week in theatres, $2,250 in radio 
(Old Gold) and a $1,100 guarantee 
on one-nighters. 

It was only last fall that the Music 
Corp. of America let Shaw go be- 
cause it became convinced that the 
bandman’s future was dubious. He 
asked for his release and it was 
given him with dispatch, Now 
Shaw is considered by booking of- 
fices as one of the four top gold 
mines in the business. For revenue 
possibilities he rates in a class with 
Tommy Dorsey, Benny Goodman 
and Larry Clinton. 

Shaw got his original opportunity 
as a batonist from Rockwell-O’Keefe 
in 1937, when that office placed him 


(Continued on page 47) 


Elliott Roosevelt ‘Not 
Withdrawing at Present’ 
From Hearst Radio Org 


Ft. Worth, March 14. 


Even though he has removed the 
representation of his Texas State 
Network from International Radio 
Sales, Elliott Roosevelt stated Mon- 
day (13) in answer to an inquiry 
by Varrety that he was ‘not plan- 
ning on withdrawing at the present 
time’ as president of Hearst Radio, 
Inc. It had been reported that the 
break between the TSN and IRS 
would soon be followed by Roose- 
velt’s resignation from the Hearst 
organization. IRS is the station rep- 
es division of Hearst Radio, 

c. 

Frank Fenton, who was formerly 
with IRS, will do the New York rep- 
resenting of the Texas State Net- 
work, 

Roosevelt has had little to do with 
the operations of Hearst Radio dur- 
ing the past eight months. It was 
rumored last month that the Hearst 
heirarchy would not re-elect him 
President at a forthcoming board 
meeting of Hearst Radio, but this 
forecast did not materialize. 











Cronin’s First Play 
London, March 14. 

Dr. A. J. Cronin, author of “The 
Citadel,” whose filming won the 
Academy Award, has written his 
first play, as yet untitled. 

It has been purchased by Henry 
Sherek for West End production in 
the immediate future. 


> 


Sneak Money 





Chicago, March 14. 


First instance of a conscience 
payment to a picture house oc- 
curred at the Uptown, Balaban & 
Katz nabe spot, last week when 
a kid came in and handed man- 
ager Ben Bloomfield an envelope 
containing $5. He said it was 
part payment for the many times 
he had sneaked into the house 
through the back door. 


Youngster had been to confes- 
sion and was told to make re- 
tribution. 


FRENCH SHOWS 
GET GOOFY 
REQUESTS 


Montreal, March 14. 


Toughest of all radio program 
problems here is admittedly the pro- 
duction of French-language comedy 
shows. With but one exception a 
radio character known as Fridolin, 
who was developed and routined py 
Yves Bourassa at CKAC, few of the 
French-language comics have been 
able to stay on top for more than a 
brief span. 


Radio gagging in French doesn’t 
exist, comedy usually consisting of 
a play on words. With these diffi- 
culties in view sponsors are constant- 
ly throwing program producers into 
a panic with naive requests for 
comedy teams ‘like Burns and Allen 
in French’ or a ‘French Fred Allen.’ 
Another account asked why they 
couldn’t get a French-language com- 
mentator a la Kaltenborn. And one 
agency offered to pay ‘as high as 
$35 weekly for a French-language 
Lewell Thomas.’ Payoff was a call 
from a local producer asking for a 
four-minute script ‘like Jack Benny’s 
—but funnier.’ For $10. 


EXHIBS, GET READY 
FOR SOME CONFUSION 


Hollywood. March 14. 


Two Stanleys beating the bush for 
two Livingstones is a possibility this 
summer when 20th-Fox releases its 
high-budget production, ‘Stanley and 
Livingstone.’ James A. Fitzpatrick, 




















closed a deal with Harry Thomas, 
indie distributor, to release a picture 
‘of the same title in this country. 

| Fitzpatrick shot the film in Africa 
lin 1937 and released it in England 
\last year. Execs at 20th-Fox said 
'they were not taking any steps to 
i prevent the Fitzpatrick release. 


GIVEN Aa NE Wo 


Film Biz Names Press Agent 
to Overcome Unfavorable 
Publicity Hollywood and 
Industry Have Been Get- 
ting—Fault Lies in Own 


Backyard 


COPIOUS TRIVIA 








Hollywood as a place and the film 
industry as a business is to have a 
press agent. He’s Kyle D. Palmer, 
former Washington correspondent of 
the Los Angeles Times, who served 
with Joe Breen, the industry’s cen- 
sor, for three years. His new official 
and imposing title is chairman of the 
Committee for Public Relations and 
the Department of Public Informa- 
tion of the Motion Picture Producers 
and Distributors Assn. The latter is 
more familiarly known as the Will 
Hays office. 

Behind the appointment is a grow- 
ing realization in the trade that 
Hollywood and its chief activity have 
been getting a bad press. That part 
of the bad press has been due to, or 
at least possible only with, the ac- 
tive collaboration of Hollywood’s 


(Continued on page 20) 


PHILLY ALSO WOULD 
LIKE SOME EXPO GRAVY 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

Concerted drive to attract N. Y. 
World Fair visitors to Philly, either 
on their way to or from the fair, 
will be made by railroac:, bus com- 
panies, hotels and businessmen. 
War chest for a huge advertising 
campaign is now being raised here. 

Principal method of detouring 
visitors into Philly will “2 by bill- 
boards along roads leading into New 
York. Attractively illustrated litera- 
ture will also be passed out where- 
ever possible to point out that not 
replicas, but the real McCoy Inde- 
pendence Hall, Liberty Bell, etc., 
can be seen just 90 miles from Man- 
hattan. 

Railroads and hotels are planning 
tours from New York at special 
rates. 











Hasn’t Seen Picture In 
2 Yrs., but Wins Contest 


Mason City, Ia., March 14, 
Although she has been invalided 





who makes Traveltalks for Metro, | 


ifor the past two years and hasn't 
eyed a picture in all that time, Nan 
Frandson, of Britt, Ia., won the sec- 
|ond annual ‘10 best pictures of the 
|year’ contest sponsored by the 
Globe-Gazette here. 

Irony of the competition is that 
first prize consists of a season pass 
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Glorifying the Kid 





It’s a big season for moppet 
songs in Tin Pan Alley. There 
are four current releases which 
include the word ‘little’ in the 
title and make the male young- 
ster of the species the object of 
their sentimental regard. 

These tunes are ‘Little Sir 
Echo’ (Bregman), ‘Little Lad’ 
(Lincoln), ‘Little Skipper’ (Feist) 
and ‘Little Genius’ (ABC Music). 
‘Echo’ and ‘Genius’ are revivals. 


JITTERBUGS 
_ IN CLAQUE 
RACKET 


New twist in claque promotion has 
developed from the swing band pol- 
icy which has become intrenched in 
two Broadway houses, the Para- 
mount and the Strand. Personal 
managers of jive aggregations slated 
to play either theatre are being ap- 
proached with a proposition to de- 
liver 1,000 jitterbugs on opening day 
for $1 a head, 

The claque promoter explains that 
25c out of each buck will be spent 
for admission before 1 a.m. and that 
he has a surefire method for identi- 
fying his recruited mob. Also that 
his jitterbugs, mostly highschool kids, 
will receive advance instruction on 
how to act up during the band’s 
performance. 


BRITISH RADIO INCOME 
$19,000,000 IN 1938 


London, March 7. 
BEC finances for 1938 show new 
high in income, actual gross being 
a trifle beyond $19,000,000, of which 
90% derived from radio licenses. 

















balance sheet shows Corp’s full as- 
sets registered at around $25,600,000. 


follows: 


$3,593,390; permanent 


rights, news royalties, $1,946,370; tel- 
ephone hook-ups, $355,540; staff, $2,- 
135,115; miscellaneous, $338,440. The 


$812,000 up on the previous period. 


BBC gets only roughly 75%. 


the national treasury takes a rake-off 
aside from income tax, which ab- 








Payoffs aggregated $17,764,000, and | 


Half of total outgoings were spent | 
on programs, breakdown being as | May, 1940, and run for seven months. 
Performers and speakers, | Buildings are to be erected soon on 
orchestras, |@ large site in Chapultepec Park, 
$1,091,550; performing rights, copy- | City’s biggest public playground. 


grand total—$9,460,405—is more than | 


Breakdown of licenses shows that | 
of money subscribed by the public, | 


TOO MUCH HOKE [Theatres Mull Sun. Night Admish =» 
Cut to Fight Radio s 


Name Shows 





Minneapolis, March 14, 


Twin City independent exhibitors 
are considering more flexible admis- 
sion scales. It has been proposed 
that, instead of charging the same 
admission for all pictures, the scale 
be determined by the attractions’ im- 
portance or merits. 

Other proposals are for ‘family 
nights,’ at which all members of the 
family would be admitted for a spe- 
cial low price. They are also mull- 
ing a boost in Sunday afternoo 


scale and a reduction at night te’ 


fight the strong radio opposition. 
Twin City indies have been com- 
plaining for nearly two years that 
the Sunday night name radio pro- 
grams have been raising havoc with 
their attendance. Formerly Sunday 
was the theatres’ best day of the 
week. Now it is one of the worst, 
the exhibitors claim, with Thursday, 
also a tops for radio, badly off, too. 





The slough of theatre b.o.s Sunday 
nights by radio has become a na- 
tional problem. It is one of the 
chief reasons for exhibitor squawks 
to the major companies, whose stars 
broadcast that night. 


Stripper Doubles Into 


Own Laundry to Help 
Native China $55 Worth 


Philadelphia, March 14, 

Amy Fong, burley peeler, opened 
a laundry last week in the basement 
of the Shubert theatre, where she 
was playing, to aid her native China, 
Femme, after her stint on the stage 
each day, laundered the shirts of 
stagehands and musicians at $1 per. 
She made $55. 

Miss Fong said she had thought of 
asking the audience for laundry, too, 
but feared that the professional laun- 
dries might get sore and picket the 
house, 


MEXICO SETS PLANS 
FOR 1ST WORLD’S FAIR 


Mexico City, March 14. 
Mexico’s first World Fair is now a 
certainty. Chairman is ex-President 
Pascual Ortiz Rubio. 
The fair is to open some time in 

















Women Go Stag 


Philadelphia, March 14. 
A burley show for women only 
was staged here last week by El 
Brendel, Jr., son of the film comic, in 


Post , the auditorium which he manages. 
Office deducts for administration, and | 


More than 2,000 femmes attended 


the performance, which was a char- 


ity benefit and complete from the 


baw a film house (Cecil) here, and the | sorbs part. By this means more than | very blue jokes of the comics to a 


winner is unable to make use of it. 


' $3,000,000 goes back to the state. 


couple of strippers. 
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Ostrer Non-Literal 


Prophecy: We'll 


Bring Over Crosby!’ (for Visio) 
Brings About BBC Brushoff 





London, March 7. 

Isidore Ostrer doesn’t stand in so 
good with BBC at this immediate 
time, due to alleged statements of his 
that he was planning to bring over 
Joe Louis, Bing Crosby and other 
major U.S. attractions for visio pro- 
grams here. Ostrer was lined up 


with the radio people pretty nicely, | 


and arrangements for the theatre 
television of the Boon-Danahar fight 
by the Baird process showed agree- 
ment had been substantially reached 
on the rediffusion angle. 

But, flushed with success of the 
showing, Ostrer spoke out to news- 
papermen on his ideas for the future 
of visio as a theatre attraction; in 
citing names of topliners he was only 


voicing thoughts in his mind and not | 


the concrete actuality the printed re- 
ports of his words conveyed. None 
the less for that, when they saw the 
clippings, BBC got dead sore, and 
cracked back in a high-falutin’ of- 
ficial statement. Said they: 

‘We find it difficult to believe that 
Mr. Ostrer or anyone else can have 
made any statement that he was 
bringing over artists from the US. 
to televise from Alexandra Palace to 
his theatres. As far as the BBC is 
concerned there is no truth in such 
a statement, and the corporation is 
not in any way interested in any 
such negotiations.’ 


| 
Obviously Ostrer could not com- 


mit himself to any so definite a pro- 
gram unless he had talked the 
thing right out with the BBC and, 
more importantly, the Television Ad- 
visory Committee, which has the ac- 
tual sayso on visio policy. But at 
this time Lord Cadman, new chair- 
man, is out of England for health 
reasons and other vital members are 
also scattered around Europe for 
business purposes, and no meeting is 
likely over a matter of weeks. 

But until that time the misunder- 
standing over Ostrer’s intentions 
when he opened up to the reporters 
is likely to persist. 


New French Law 
Would Cut American 
Distribution 50-757, 


Paris, March 14. 
Distribution business of American 
companies in France will suffer an 
estimated loss of 50-75% if the new 
cinema bill, approved by the cabinet, 
is made a law. It was introduced 
today (Tues.) in the Chamber of 
Deputies, which has the final vote. 
Bill, which would limit programs, 
seeks elimination of double bills and 
a heavy dubbing tax. Elimination 
f duals is expected to hit American 
distributors, particularly because 
most second films here are American. 
Bill is so designed as to evade vio- 
lating the Franco-American trade 
treaty, it’s held. 











Picture officials in New York 
claim that discriminatory taxation 
and regulation in France will not be 
enforceable as long as the present 
trade treaty between U. S. and 
France remains in effect. If France 
wishes to discard this treaty, six 
months’ notice must be given the 
American government. 


HOWARD'S 3-WAY DEAL 
FOR 2 RKO LONDON PIX 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Leslie Howard closed a deal with 








RKO to star, co-direct and co-pro- | 


duce two pictures in England this 


year in association with Walter Fut- 


ter. 


Opener is ‘The Man Who Lost 


Himself,’ from a story by DeVere 


Stackpole, 





‘Lincoln’ Starts at 20th 
Hollywood, March 14. 

"Young Mr. Lincoln’ rolled yes- 
terday (Monday) at 20th-Fox, with 
Henry Fonda in the name role and 
Marjorie Weaver as his wife. 

John Ford is directing. 

as a 


756 PLAGIARISM SUIT 








Harold Lloyd, in New York last 
| week, conferred with his attorney, 
Louis Nizer, on the damage suit 
brought against him by Rapp & Bre- 
tano. Latter firm is seeking $75,000 
|damages for alleged plagiarism of 
|‘Professor Beware,’ title of a Lloyd 
|picture. Rapp & Bretano claim the 
scenario used portions of a yarn they 
| own, 

Judge Coxe of federal court has 
granted the motion of Attorney 
Nizer to direct plaintiffs to specify 
what parts were taken from their 
story material. Lloyd returned to 
| the Coast the first of this week. 


TELEVISION 
PRODUCTION 
TRICKS 


London, March 7. 
Visio has its camera problems on 
\a scale unknown in film studios is 
| what BBC production have learned 


|\by hard experience at Alexandra 
Palace. Worst of them is that there 
can be no re-takes if lighting or 
composition are not okay. Make-up 
gives even bigger headaches. 

Special chart is prepared for make- 
up experts each day on camera sen- 
sitivity, due to the fact the degree 
given by seven studio emitrons is 
not constant, but varies daily. But 
it is now stabilized that sun-tan 
make-up gives excellent results, as 
compared with blue and yellow used 
in early visio days. Hairless cra- 
/niums are dusted with dark powder 
,to avoid light reflection; musicians’ 
jinstruments are unpolished, as 
| otherwise they would cause hilation. 

As concerns costumes, emitrons 
dislike black but like pastel shades 
and non-absorbent material. Even- 
ing dress creates difficulties, solved 
by using yellow shirts, collars and 
ties. 

















L. A. to N. Y. 


Hal Bock. 

Kurt Burbank. 
Arthur Dreifuss, 
Rudolph FrimL 
Judy Garland, 
Sheridan Gibney. 
Nat Goldstone. 
Minna Gombell. 
E. B. Hatrick. 
Otto Kruger. 
Bert Lahr. 

M. C. Levee. 
Laurence Olivier. 
Martin Quigley. 
Tom Revere. 
William Scully. 
Jock Whitney. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Leonore Coffee. 
William J. Cowen. 
Charles Einfeld. 
Lynn Farnol. 

Lois January. 
Harry Kerr. 

Hugh O'Connell. 
James Roosevelt, 
Charles Schwartz. 
Murray Silverstone. 
Gordon Thompson, 
Jack L. Warner. 








VS. HAROLD LLOYD 


Henry Henigson Joins 
Myron Selznick Agcy. 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Henry Henigson, one time Univer- 
sal studio executive and later a 
Paramount and Metro producer, 
joins the Myron Selznick agency 
today (Tuesday) as general mana- 
ger. 

He’s new to percentary, but long 
in pie biz, Takes over berth vacated 
year ago by the departure of Al 
Kaufman, 


UA Conventions 
In April; Execs 
Trek to Coast 


United Artists will hold two re- 
gional sales conventions this year. 
Dates and locations have not been 
fully determined, but likelihood is 


they will take place in Chicago and 
New York in April. 

Hegira of company executives to 
the Coast started Friday (10). First 
to leave was James Roosevelt, Gold- 
wyn v.p., followed by Murray Silver- 
stone and Charles Schwartz, .UA 
counsel, on Saturday (11). Lynn 
Farnol leaves today (Wednesday). 

Silverstone will discuss with pro- 
ducers final lineup of pictures the 
company will announce for the ’39- 
*40 season, while Schwartz, it is ru- 
mored, will go into a huddle with 
Goldwyn on latter’s suit against the 
company. 

U.A.’s fifth-of-a-century celebra- 
tion gets underway on April 17. The 
39-40 convention dates will proba- 
bly be around that time. 


‘DIE’ DIES AT N. Y. PAR; 
NEW PIC, WEBB HOLDS 


Following poor notices and an ap- 
parent lack of draught, ‘Never Say 
Die’ (Par) with Martha Raye and 
Bob Hope is being replaced today 
(Wednesday) at .the Paramount, 
N. Y., by ‘King of Chinatown’ (Par), 
release of which has been obtained 
from the Criterion, Loew-Moss B 
first-run. 

Change is in midstream of the two- 
week booking of Chick Webb’s or- 
chestra and Ella Fitzgerald, who are 
credited with drawing most of the 
$32,500 recorded the first week with 
‘Never Say Die.” This represents a 
small profit, and the N. Y. Par figures 
a change in picture is wiser than re- 
taining ‘Die.’ 

Southernaires, Lindy Hoppers and 
the Zephyrs, colored acts with the 
Webb - Fitzgerald booking, which 
opened Wednesday (8), are being re- 
placed today (Wed.) by Jigsaw Jack- 
son and team of Chuck and Chuckles. 
Bob Weitman and booker Harry Kal- 
cheim are reroutining the whole 
show, putting in new numbers. 

This ig the first time the Par has 
changed pictures in the middle of 
stage bookings. Warners’ Strand 
did it a couple weeks ago, when it 
dumped ‘Off the Record’ after one 
week with Kay Kyser, shoving in 
“Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ and 
then again Friday (10) threw this 
out after one week (picture’s sec- 
ond) holding Will Osborne’s band 
and bringing in ‘Oklahoma Kid.’ 


Billie Burke Hurt, Radio 
Informs Her Daughter 


Philadeiphia, March 14. 
Patricia Ziegfeld, daughter of the 
late Florenz Ziegfeld, and Billie 
Burke, flew to Holiywood Friday 
(10) after learning that her mother 
had fractured her ankle there. 























She first heard of the accident via 
a radio newscast. 





Other News of Interest to Films 








Head of Aussie Distributors Association to step down........ Page 14 
|| Improved market in India for U. S. films..................... Page 14 
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'1 CBS’ Benchley show to NBC......... SONb 4S ceevasssuesheesoe Page 29 
|| George Jessel snares two sponsors...... bb csedeeea a cdadaves és Page 29 
> me | ei ‘ 7 € 











Wednesday, March 15, 1939 











—s 





——— 


Par’s Plan to Televise Trailers 
Nulliied by Early Bird Hours 





FIRST MOTION PICTURE | 
PRODUCER NOW 92 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

Caspar W. Briggs, producer of the 
world’s first motion picture, cele- 
brated his 92d birthday here Friday 
(10). Briggs invented animated 
screen pictures, forerunner of the 
present motion pictures, and 
launched the early ‘magic lantern’ 
industry. 

First picture to be produced was 
‘Lincoln’s Assassination.’ It had a 
year’s-long run in nickelodeons all 
over the country in the middle ’70s. 
Action was simulated by flashing a 
scene on the screen and then slipping 
a piece of glass back and forth in the 
lantern in front of the slide. 

Briggs also invented the first ani- 
mated cartoon, grandpappy of the 
Disneys. It was a sailor’s hornpipe, 
in which six figures painted on a 
mica disc gave the appearance of 
motion when the operator twirled 
the dise. Briggs also made ‘Ten 
Nights in a Barroom,’ ‘Paddy the 
Pig’ and ‘Uncle Rastus.” 


FRENCH PROD. 
SETS U. 8. 
PLANS 


First of French producers plan- 
ning to make modestly budgeied 
English language features in U. 8. 
announced a definite setup this week. 
He is Robert Aisner, president of 
Heraut Films Corp., recently formed 
company financed by French coin, 
and will start work on ‘Bricks With- 
out Straw,’ Charles G. Norris novel, 
in about six weeks at the Eastern 
Service studios. 

Aisner, who has produced about 50 
features in the last 12 years in 
France, is a veteran in the French 
cinematic industry. His pictures 
made here will be budgeted at 
$200,000 to $300,000, using French 
technique in producing. 

For Norris’ best seller Irwin Shaw, 
author of ‘The Gentle People,’ will 
do the screenplay, and Marion Ger- 
ing, under contract to Paramount, 
appears set to direct. Sylvia Sidney 
is the only player mentioned thus 
far for a starring role. A distribution 
deal is reported on with Paramount. 














Report on Television 
May Be Feature Of 
Annual MPPDA Meeting 


Various departments of the Hays 
office are whipping their divisional 
statements together for presentation 
at the annual meeting in New York 
of the Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors Assn., set for March 27. 

It is possible that a summary of 
the television situation as it relates 
to the film business, will be ready 
for presentation. Courtland Smith, 
who is making a summary of de- 
velopments in the last few years and 
preparing a report, has been engaged 


in his activities now for about two 
weeks. 


Two Indicted for Pic 
Copyright Violations 
Chicago, March 14. 
Grand jury here last week returned 
indictment against R. R. Gregg ang 


Barney Gold on charges of conspira- 


cy to violate the copyright laws by 
reproducing the picture, ‘The Cat’s 
Canary.’ 

The complaint was made by the 














Van Beuren film company. In addi- 
tion to the conspiracy charge, Gregg | 
was specifically named for violation | 
of copyright laws. 





Because of the hours obtained for 
experimental television broadcasting 
by Du Mont, in which Paramount 
controls 50%, the use of th's medium 
for special trailers on Par pictures, 
as planned and anounced two weeks 
ago by Neil F. Agnew, would mean 
putting them on the air between 
midnight and 8 a.m. Those are the 
hours granted to Du Mont during 
the past week. 

The Allen Du Mont Laboratories, 
Inc., headquartered at Passaic, N. J., 
received permission at the same time 
to erect New Jersey’s first television 
transmitting station. The license is 
for experimental purposes. 

The Du Mont station is to be 
known as W2XVT. Visual and aural 
power of the Du Mont station will 
be 50 watts and broadcasting will 
be on frequencies of 42,000 to 56,000 
kilocycles. 

Paramount obtained its 50% inter- 
est in Du Mont last summer at a re- 
ported $200,000 and decided first use 
of the transmitter would be for the 
purpose of televising special trailers, 
longer than those used for theatres 
and designed as entertainment types, 
With the time of midnight to 8 a.m. 
granted for broadcasting, the value 
of such trailers would be virtually 
nullified, with result such plans may 
be dropped. 

Pending the beginning of experi- 
mental broadcasting, new financing 
for Du Mont is being discussed, and 
it is understood a meeting will be 
shortly called to consider steps which 
reportedly call for $1,000,000 in new 
securities through Lehman Bros., 
whose John D. Hertz is a director of 
Paramount, 

The Du Mont stock, in over-the- 
counter trading, rose from less than 
$10 a share to more than $30 follow- 
ing the 50% interest taken in it by 
Paramount. New financing is ex- 
pected to include conversion privi- 
leges, 


YOUNG FAIRBANKS GIVEN 
TOPPER IN PAR’S ‘SEAS’ 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., gets the 
star spot in Paramount’s ‘Ruler of 
the Seas,’ slated to start April 10 
with Frank Lloyd directing. 
Actor is also committed to Uni- 
versal’s ‘The Sun Never Sets’ and 


Paramount's ‘Knights of the Round 
Table.’ 











SAILINGS 


March 21 (N. Y. to London) Sam 
Sax (Queen Mary). 

_March 18 (New York to San Fran- 
cisco), Margaret Becker (City of 
Norfolk), 

March 18 (New York to London 2. 
Otto Kruger, Terence Ratigan (Ile 
de France), 

March 18 (London to New York), 
Arthur W. Kelly (Queen Mary). 


March 15 (New York to Jamaica) 
Hume Cronyn (Jamaica). 


March 11 (New York to London), 
Flora Robson, Arthur Carron Cox, 
W. Somerset Maugham (Queen 
Mary). 

March 11 (New York to Paris), 
Ludwig Laurence, Denise Berley, 
Madeleine Geoffrey, Andre Barsaca, 
Maurice Meric, Herbert Ajsen, 
Carola Kittel, Irving Mills, Rachel 
Carlay, Vicki Baum (Paris). 


March 11 (West Indies Cruise), 
J. Fred Coots, June Walker, Norma 
Terris, Duke McHale, Phillip Huston, 


Helen Ford, Jesse Kaye, Lillian 
Shade, Beniamino Riccio (‘De 
Grasse), 


March 1f (New York to Argen- 
tina), G. H. Dalrymple (S. S. Argen- 
tina). 

March 10 (New York to London), 
Hugh Hunt (Manhattan). 

March 8 (London to New York), 
Irving Tishman, Buddy Rogers (Je 
de France), 

March 8 (London to New York), 
Senator Murphy (Ile de France). 


ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 

Gloria Swanson, Amy Johnson, 
J. J. Shubert, Mme. Deyers-Zeisler, 
Paul Schiff, Barend Broekman, 
Claire Alcee (Mrs. Andrews White), 
Mme. Yarmila de Daubek Novotna, 
Charles P. Skouras, T. K. Stevenson, 
Milton Krims, Irving Tishman, 





Buddy Rogers, Senator Murphy. ~ . ' 
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WB Moving Sam Sax to England As 


Prod. Head; Bklyn Studio to Close 





Sam Sax, head of Warne Bros. 
shorts production in the east, is being 
shifted to the company’s studios at 
Teddington, England, and sails from 
New York March 21 to head produc- 


tion there. 

No successor to Sax has been se- 
Jected, nor is it definite whether 
there will be another Vitaphone pro- 
duction head chosen. Vitaphone 
shorts production is being shifted to 
the Burbank, Cal., studio around 
April 15. No new short production 
will be started in the eastern studio. 


According to Sax, certain depart- 
ments in the studio may be dropped 
or closed, for the time being. Di- 
rectors, cutters, editors, etc, have 
schedules to complete and will be 
occupied at the studio until next 


July. The Vitaphone laboratory 
will remain open for feature print- 
ing. 

Jerome Jackson, in charge of 


Warner British production, has re- 
signed from the Warner organiza- 
tion, according to London cables, 





Jackson Quits 
London, March 14. 


Jerome Jackson, who succeeded 
Irving Asher as production head of 
Warner, Bros. studios here, has re- 
signed, 

No successor has been named, but 
there is a probability that Warners 
will import an American as top 
British producer. 


Indies Stall Suit Vs. 
B&K; Want to Keep 
Their Books Private 


Chicago, March 14. 

Further stalling on the indie ex- 
hibitors’ suit against Balaban & Katz 
is evidenced by the decision to post- 
pone hearings until April 18. On 
that date the Federal courts will 
rule on the question of whether the 
indie exhibitors must reveal the 
facts of their financial standings and 
open their books. 

The indies have petitioned the 
courts to restrain the attorneys for 
the. defense from insisting on look- 
ing into the books of the theatres, 
claiming that such questions were de- 
signed merely to embarrass and 
harass the plaintiffs. The defense at- 
torneys, however, insist such in- 
formation is necessary in order to 
judge correctly in just what manner 
the exhibitors are being damaged by 
the alleged acts of the defendants. 


Goetz Coming Over 











With ‘Chips’ Print 





Ben Goetz, head of Metro British 
production, is sailing for the U. S. 
March 25 accompanied by his family. 
Goetz is bringing over the print on 
Metro’s latest English picture, James 
Hilton’s ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips.’ 

Robert Donat is starred and Greer 


Garson, Irish actress, has the fem- 
inine lead. 





Ford Back at Rep. 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Charles Ford, who resigned about 
two months ago as producer of west- 
erns and serials at Republic, is back 
on the lot in his old capacity. 
Besides producing, he may be 
Siven additional responsibilities. 





NEEDS NEW DIALECT 
Hollywood, March 14. 
‘Strictly British’ is the first of Par- 
amount’s starring vehicles for Patri- 
Cla Morison, stage actress recruited 
from Broadway because of her 


Picture is based on Phyllis Bot- 
tome’s novel, ‘Danger Ahead,’ an 
English whodunit, 


WIRES OUTSIDE LIBEL 


A Court Rules Company Not Re- 
sponsible for Slurring Messages 








Los Angeles, March 14. 


Nan Blair’s $100,000 libel suit 
against Western Union was dismissed 
by Superior Judge Jesse Stephens, 
on the grounds that transmission of 
telegrams does not constitute pub- 
lication and therefore outside the 
libel laws. 


The literary agent sued over an 
unsigned message transmitted from 
New York by WU. 


COHAN-METRO 
DEAL GOES 
COLD 


After months of negotiations, 
which at one time reached the stage 
where a form of agreement was 
drafted, the proposed George M. 
Cohan musical cavalcade for Metro 
has been definitely shelved. It is 
said that every major point in the 
contract, except one, had been quick- 
ly and amicably reached, but on the 
one point of ‘final story approvaF 
Cohan stipulated that he be the 
judge. 

The story material proposed for 
the film was based on Cohan’s career 
since before the turn of the century. 
Some footage necessarily would be 
devoted to the Four Cohans. On the 
question of what the film would 
contain of a biographical nature with 
respect to his mother and father, 
Cohan declared only he could make 
the decisions, 


Studio, however, held out for final 
approval on all matters in connection 
with production, with the result that 
the deal went cold. All talks be- 
tween Cohan and Metro have been 
discontinued, 


BALABAN SKEDS CHI 
0.0. ON WAY WEST 


Barney Balaban, who is going west 
with Neil F. Agnew on ’39-40 prod- 
uct conferences the first week in 
April, is planning to stop off in Chi- 
cago on the way out to look in on 
Balaban & Katz operations. Stanton 
L. Griffis, at present in Florida, may 
go along. 

Rush of business matters at the 
Paramount h. o. prevents Balaban 
and Agnew from going out earlier, 
as expected. 

In all probability, sales plans for 
’39-’40 and convention date will be set 
after conferences at the studio with 
Y. Frank Freeman and others. 

Pending Coast conferences and 
consideration of what Paramount 
has on its lists for 1939-40 produc- 
tion, the number of pictures the 
company will offer for the coming 
| season, plus convention plans, re- 
main undecided. Agnew indicates 
that the convention will probably be 
held in May. 


Stoloff Dualing for U 


Hollywood, March 14. 


Ben Stoloff moves over from Co- 
lumbia to Universal this week as 
producer-director to await an assign- 
ment. His last chore at Columbia 
was direction of the ‘The Lady and 
the Mob.’ 

Addition of Stoloff ups the pro- 
ducer-director set-up on the U lot to 
four. Other dualists are John Stahl, 
Rowland V. Lee and Richard Wal- 
lace. 
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STRIKE THREATENS DISTRIBS 








1 800 OPS INW. 
AUTHORIZE CALL 


Resolution to Strike Aimed 
to Prevent Producer-Dis- 
tributors From Servicing 
Non-IATSE Houses With 
Film — Negotiation Over- 
tures Likely Before Any 
Walkout 


Ss 


NAT’L THREAT? 





Following a surprise move of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, which has as its 
objective the elimination of film ser- 
vice by distributors to theatres in 
the Greater New York area that do 
not employ IA or affiliated union 
members, the distributors were faced 
yesterday (Tuesday) with the pros- 
pect of a strike action which may 
have disturbing ramifications. 

Bombshell came in the form of a 
vote of the membership of Local 
306, Moving Picture Machine Oper- 
ators of New York, Monday (13) at 
midnight, authorizing a strike call, 
nature not indicated, against the pro- 
ducer-distributors. The form any 
strike may take is a question, and 
it also is a matter of theory whether 
this first move by one of the IA’s 
largest locals will be restricted to 
New York, or mark the initiation of 
a campaign of national significance. 


1,800 Vote 


The 306 membership numbers 
2,200." Of this total, 1,800 attended 


them for a strike call against ‘film 


projection rooms.’ 
lution. There being nothing in the 
resolution to indicate when a strike 


required. 

Thus, the authority of the mem- 
bership having been obtained to call 
a strike, the presumption is that ne- 
gotiation will be immediately sought 
with the distributors in avoidance 
of calling out men wherever cov- 
ered by the resolution. 

The 306 membership vote on a 


it up to the distributors to stop 
servicing film to theatres in the 
metropolitan New York district that 
do not employ members of the IA, 
or its affiliated locals, mainly 306. 
The threat implied many theoretical 
forms of action, if such service} 
wasn’t cut off by the exchanges, with 
the result that during the past week 
numerous meetings were held with 
union officials, including over the 
weekend. 
Meeting Hurriedly Called 

With the matter remaining status 
quo, the mecting of the 306 mem- 
bership was hurriedly called. Mem- 
bers got notice of the meeting, held 
at the old Manhattan opera house, 
early Monday morning (13). 

There are between 75 and 100 
theatres in the N. Y. area serviced 
by the exchanges at this point which 
do not use members of locals in the 
IA. Majority comprise the A. H. 
Schwartz Century circuit and the 





the Monday midnight meeting to! Colonial here before taking it to/| 
vote on a resolution placed before | Broadway. 


exchanges, studios, distributors and | of a player buying the screen rights 
The vote was/to a legit show, as well as the first 
unanimous in favor of the brief reso-|time a play has been bought on a 


| 


would become effective, its calling | transfering the rights to a major stu- 
is up to the executive board of 306, | dio, with the stipulation that she re- 
with final approval of the IA also | peat her present role in the film. 


strike call followed by exactly one | Miss He 
, ‘ - pburn has a run-of-the-pla 
week the action of the IA in placing | contract with a clause sebotline So 





Springer & Cocalis chain, which em- 
ploy operators belonging to the | 
Empire State union, a N. Y.-State | 
chartered or so-called rump union. | 
Local 306 has sought for some years | 
to oust Empire, or to affect a merger | 
with it, to no avail. From time to 
time the Schwartz and Springer- 
Cocalis theatres, as well as scattered 
indies, have been subjected to pick- 
eting. Schwartz houses are still be- 
ing picketed. 








Distributors have film contractual 
obligations with these houses and, 
| through the developments of the past 
| week, are placed in the awkward | 
|position of facing union trouble if 
living up to these contracts. 

If the situation should reach the 
‘point where the strike call of the 306 | 
membership is invoked, the union | 


(Continued on page 43) 


might pull its men out of film ex- new producer-director pact. 


MPTOA Lauds Zanuck, Nick Schenck 
For Restricting Players from Air: 


Raps Radio Critics of Pix and Biz 





RADIO MAN TO PAR 


Bit Dark What Use Will Be Made 
of W. F. Roberts 








Paramount Pictures last week 
signed Wilfred F. Roberts, asst. com- 
mercial program manager to Bertha 
Brainard of NBC, to a six-month 
contract for picture work. He is due 
on the Coast April 17 with Par so 
far keeping him in the dark as to 
where they will use him. 

Roberts gets a six-month leave of 
absence from NBC. 


HEPBURN BUYS 
SCREEN RIGHTS 
TO PLAY 


Boston, March 14. 

Katharine Hepburn herself is the 
purchaser of the picture rights to 
‘The Philadelphia Story,’ those close 
to the actress have revealed. Film 
star is currently playing the lead in 
the Philip Barry comedy, which the 
Theatre Guild is trying out at the 








Deal is said to be the first instance 


percentage deal before production. 
Understood Miss Hepburn figures on 


If that plan falls through she may 
produce the picture herself or in 
association with Howard Hughes, 
working out a releasing deal with a 
major distributor. 

Actress and Barry are said to own 
a large share of the legit produc- 
tion, with the Guild holding the 
major interest. Also understood that 


her to stay in the cast through the 
1939-40 season, provided the show 
runs that long. 


Dr. Frenke Pulls Sten 





Praise for Darryl F. Zanuck and 
Nicholas M. Schenck for starting to 
restrict their stars and talent from 
radio is voiced in the bulletin issued 
by the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America, which went out over 
the signature of Ed L. Kuykendall, 
president of the association. Com- 
mendation for 20th-Fox and Metro 
executives was given for trying to 
solve ‘this difficult problem.’ ‘> 

The MPTOA asked supervision of 
picture players on radio late in 1936, 
and more than a year ago it called 
attention of film producers to the 
alleged destructive b.o. effects result- 
ing from screen talent on the air. 

MPTOA statement hit particularly 
the prevalence of radio commenta- 
tors ‘who try to build up a listening 
audience for their own advertise- 
ment by panning new pictures and 
smearing screen personalities.’ State- 
ment adds: 

‘It is one thing for the press to 
appraise and review a motion pic- 
ture in its editorial columns, but 
quite another matter for the hired 
agent of a commercial advertiser on 
a sponsored radio program to urge 
the public not to buy a certain piece 
of commercial entertainment be- 
cause in his personal opinion it is no 
good.’ 

_ Regarding the whole radio-picture 
situation, the MPTOA bulletin said: 

‘It’s about time that the stars wake 
up to the fact that the easy money 
they get on the side out of radio 
appearances comes out of their own 
hide many times by undermining 
their value and shortening their 
careers on the screen and stage.’ 


FRANK ROSS AT ROACH 
TO ALIGN 6 FOR UA 


Hollywood, March 14, 

_ Frank Ross, production §  as- 
sistant for two years, was upped to 
vice-prez of Hal Roach studio to suc- 
ceed Miltcn Bren, who recently 
moved to Metro. 

As v.p., Ross will aid Roach in ar- 
ranging six-picture program for 

United Artists release. 




















Pic from GN; Seeks 


New Major Release. 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Dr. Eugene Frenke, husband of 
Anna Sten and producer of her | 
starrer, ‘Exile Express,’ cancelled his 
releasing contract with Grand Na- | 
tional and is dickering for a major | 
outlet. 

Break was the result of GN’s fail- 
ure to pay Frenke $25,000. Another 
reason was the recent discharge of | 
GN’s sales forces. Pact provided | 
company would keep its sales staff 
up to fixed manpower. 


Einfeld Back West 
In the east for a month, Charlie 
Einfeld is returning to the Coast 


Friday (17). Jack L. Warner, ar- 
riving in New York more recently 





|to attend the Warner sales conven- 


tion Monday (13) and yesterday 


| (Tuesday), may leave the same time 


or stay on a week or so. 

Grad Sears will probably visit the 
Coast shortly on his usual spring 
look-see and conferences. 





| 
RKO Seals Stevens | 


Hollywood, March 14. 
RKO sealed George Stevens to a 


His last picture was ‘Gunga Din." ' 





























Trade Mark Registered 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY. Ine. 

Sid Silverman, President 
154 West 46th Street, New York City 

SUBSCRIPTION 
Annual..... $10 Foreign... .. $11 
SRS COPED scicisdsdodece.s 25 Cents 
Vol. 134 ci No. 1 

INDEX 

We oo spades sae een eean 46-47 
| PTPEN TP Per Se TT ors 53 
COONS. 6. sb eeicnedacse ts 42 
i 39-42 
Se BMS PD i ccccccsaees 47 
Film Bocking Chart....... 20 
| Film Reviews............. 16-18 
|}} Film Showmanship....... 8 
HN FVOPUM ..: dsccpercctebezens 55 
| House Reviews............45, 48 
li Inside—Legit ........cc0.. 50 
Inside—Pictvres ....cees- 22 
|} Inside—Music ........ee0. 4! 
| Inside—Orchestras ....... 4°? 

snsiGe—Radio .......s.066 26 | 

| International News....... 14 
| Pe TTT Tee 4 
Hn BOD od ve kbs avaaees 49-51 
ROOOR bs 05 vcd ctcecstet ve §&2 
NS SOD. bv eecb cccedbemenser 39-4° 
Jew Acts ..... ebeedecedan 48 
H Night Clubs ,...cccccccees 43-44 
1 Opiegary a. ...<% eheawe cave 54 
2, Spee eee 55 
OOOO ss 2 0 cnteedeeeds ade 2-26 
MG acigsiovstenavkecees 27-28 
Radio Reviews............ 38 
Radio—International ..... 35 
WOVE 6 ac utieestscant 43-44 



































































CT ns ae) 


— ae cen 


Se teal 


a Sa eS Ne 


a VARIETY 


PICTURES 











IA Coast Local Gains Injunction 
Vs. Browne and All Natl Officers “: 





Hollywood, March 14. 

Federal Judge William P. James 
Jast night (Monday) granted an in- 
junction on behalf of Jeff Kybre, for 
himself and in a representative ca- 
pacity in behalf of the membership 
of Hollywood and Culver City Local 
37 of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, against 
George E. Browne, Harold B. Smith, 
C P. Cregan, the IATSE and all its 
officers, including Browne, president; 
John P. Nick, Richard F. Walsh, Har- 
land Holmden, James J. Brennan 4 
Roger M. Kennedy, all PN, 


dents: Louis Krause, general secre- 
tary-treasurer; John Gattelee, Frank 
Strickland, John Duval and 20 John 
Does. 

It restrains them temporarily and 
orders them to show cause why they 
should not be enjoined and restrained 
from taking possession of any pa- 


eet 


‘BABY’ OKAY | 


WB Gets Nod on Former ‘Life 
Begins’ 





Hollywood, March 14. 
Warners got the green light from 
the Hays office on ‘Give Me a Baby.’ 
Film, previously made by the stu- | 
| dio under the title ‘Life Begins,’ was | 
‘barred in England and Australia. | 
Haysites imposed certain restrictions. 





DISTRIB HEAD 
IN AUSSIE 








pers, records, files, funds, premises 
or personal property in possession of 
Local 37. 


Injunction also enjoins the de- 
ferdants from destroying, transfer- 
ring, concealing or tampering in any 
manner whatsoever with the books, 
records, accounts or property of the 
local. In addition it enjoins them 
from molesting, intimidating, inter- 
fering with the plaintiff or any mem- 
bers or officers of Local 37, and from 
endeavoring or attempting, under 
claim of authority, to take over the 
affairs of the membership of the local 
and interfere with transactions of its 
business. 


The order likewise enjoins and 
restrains the IATSE, during pend- 
ence of the action, from attempting 
to hold any hearings other than in 
& court of competent jurisdiction, 
concerning the rights, duties, privi- 
leges, authority and power of duly 
elected officers of Local 37, who are 
Jchn W. Carpenter, president; Wal- 
ter H. Grady, vice-chairman of the 
board of governors; Guy H. Cooper, 
recording secretary, and Ed Heim, 
financial secretary and treasurer. 

Defendants are also restrained from 
taking any action or proceedings, 
other than in a court of competent 
jurisdiction, which will tend to im- 
pair, impede or interfere with the 
rights and privileges of the member- 
ship of Local 37 from performing 
their work. Complaint on which the 
injunction is granted states that the 
controversy in the action involves in 
excess of $5,000 and concerns the 
constitutional and fundamental rights 
of citizens of California, circumvent- 
ing proceedings pending before the 
NLRB, and that the suit is not a 
collusive one to confer on the court 
jurisdiction in the case over which 
it would not otherwise have cog- 
nizance. 


Amended Petition 


Amended petition to charges filed 
last November against the IATSE 
were being prepared today (Tues.) 
for the presentation to the NLRB 
by Attorney A. Brigham Rese for 
Jeff Kibre of Technicians local. Al- 
legation is that a fake emergency is 
being created in affairs of union 
which is to be used as a basis for 
international union to resume dicta- 
torship control. Also charged peti- 
tions are being circulated in studios 
by gang bosses to discredit officials 
of IA and asking international to 
take charge of local. 


A conspiracy is alleged under way 
to destroy autonomy given studio 
locals by IA and reinstate 2% as- 
sessment. Board of governors of 
Local 37 suspended Lew Blix, busi- 
ness agent; Harold Roddan, Thomas 
Mcore, members, but were rein- 
stated by international. 


Charity’s Pic Committee 


Film committee on this year’s (1939) | 
Catholic Charities drive, headed by 
John J, O'Connor, g.m. of RKO The- 
atres, includes Harry D. Buckley, | 
Pat Casey, H. M. Doherty, E. C. 
Grainger, J. R. Grainger, Austin C. 
Keough, E. L. McEvoy, 
Carthy, Joseph McConville, C. B. 
McDonald, John Murphy, William J. 
Neary, Dennis F. O’Brien, Charles 





L. O’Reilly, P. A. Powers, William T. | 


Powers, William F. Rodgers, George | 
J Shaefer, William Scully, W. G. 
Van Schmus and others. 


Frank C. Walker, of the committee, 
is acting as treasurer. 





Cc. E. Mc-| 


Sydney, March 14. 
Sir Victor Wilson, head of the Mo- 
tion Picture Distributors Association 
in Australia, quits in June after 13 
years of service. 
No explanation was given as to 
why he was stepping down. 





No explanation was officially 
forthcoming in New York as to why 
Sir Victor Wilson was leaving as 
head of the Australian Motion Pic- 
ture Distributors Assn. However, 
recent laws enacted in New South 
Wales, aimed at distributors for the 
benefit of exhibitors, admittedly 
have not pleased American company 
homeoffices and it’s believed that a 
more vigorous executive was thought 
necessary for the post. 


Stokowski to Score 
Disney Pic in Philly; 
Reticent About Garbo 


Philadelphia, March 14. 
Leopold Stokowski arrived in 
Philly from Hollywood last week to 
conduct the Philly Orch in a series 





the Walt Disney cartoon, “The Sor- 
cerer’s Apprentice.’ Maestro said he 
expected Disney here this week. 

Basement of the Academy of Mu- 
sic, where the orch plays, has been 
converted into a huge sound studio. 
Equipment, insured at $150,000, and 
shipped from the Coast, has been in- 
stalled, 

Stokowski said he would appear in 
another picture. He refused to name 
the film, or with whom he'll play. 

Podiumist also revealed that he 
will lead a symph orch in Greta 
Garbo’s hometown — Stockholm, 
Sweden—in May. Last May he was 
a guest at Miss Garbo’s home there. 
Asked if Garbo would be there for | 
his symph concerts this year, he 
dropped his voice to a whisper and 
said, ‘I never discuss personal things.’ 


Jason Set as Lasky 
‘Career’ Pilot at RKO 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Leigh Jason gets the directing job 
on RKO’s ‘Career,’ film version of 
the Jesse L. Losky air show, ‘Gate- 
way to Hollywood.’ 

Finals next Sunday (19) will de- 
cide winning youngsters to be fea- 
tured with Anne Shirley. 


Metro’s Backlot Purge 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Metro is shaking loose about 2.000 
backlot workmen as a result of the 
|completion of the 1938-39 production 
i schedule. 
Employment was at a peak four 
weeks ago with 12 pictures in pro- 
|duction. Only three pictures are 
| working this week. 


Bader with MCA 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Dave Bader joined Music Corp. of 
| America here yesterday (Monday) as 
|assistant to Dave Diamond, story 
head. 
He takes with him story properties 
and author representation of his own 























of concerts and to use it for scoring | 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, March 14. 
. P. Lipscomb inked new script- 
ing deal at Universal. 

Warners lifted Robert Buckner’s 
writer option. 

Charles R. Rogers handed moppet 
contracts to Joyce Arleen Novotny, 
seven: Jacqueline Zoria Ossko, nine, 
'and Maude Tyler Sperl, five. 

Metro hoisted Virginia Weidler’s 
player ticket. 

John Langan inked new dialog di- 





| rector contract at Warners. 


Frederick Jackson inked to one- 


| year writing pact by Edward Small. 





20th-Fox lifted Doris Bowdon’s 
player option. . 
Metro renewed Greer Garson’s 


| acting contract. 


| Sam Messenheimer’s composer op- 


} 


| tion picked up by Metro. 
Warners handed new designer 


WILSON Ol A pact to Paul Shoup. 
| Metro hoisted Betty Jaynes’ play- 


| er option. 

Columbia picked up Rita Hay- 
worth’s option. 

John Payne inked new actor pact 
with Warners. 

Winston Miller signed as scripter 
at Selznick-International. 

Metro renewed Lynn 
player contract. 

Kay Griffith’s player option picked 
up by 20th-Fox. 

Universal signed Sandra Henville, 
11 months old. 

Warners renewed Terry Morse’s 
director ticket. 

Richard Wallace pacted as pro- 
ducer-director at Universal. 


FLEISCHER HAS 
‘GULLIVER’ SET 
TO 60 


Having laid out the picture, includ- 
ing drawings and a musical score, 
latter prepared by Leo Robin and 
Ralph Rainger, Max Fleischer will 
begin shooting his full-length car- 


toon, ‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ the end of 
April or early in May. He has im- 
ported 75 animators from Hollwood 
and estimates that shooting will be 
completed in October, so that the 
|picture may be scheduled for the 
Christmas release. 

Fleischer is turning the picture out 
at his new Miami studio, one of the 
most modern in existence and in- 
cluding features for sound control as 
well as mechanical inventions of 
Fleischer’s. Cartoon producer is go- 
ing to be able to furnish stills im- 
mediately through a new printing 
process for the purpose, with result 
Par wili have these available on the 
cartoon, as with regular features, 
prior to completion of the finished 
picture, 

Fleischer is making ‘Gulliver’ in 
color and will also embody in the 
production the third-dimensional 
process which he invented and on 
|which he holds the patents. He is 
already going through a mass of ma- 
terial in search of something that 
will shape up for another cartoon 
feature next year. 

‘Gulliver’ will probably be sold 
separately by Par rather than under 
the regular contract, with delivery 
during the 1939-40 season. 


Carver's 
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Eve Curie to Advise 


M-G on Pic of Mother 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Eve Curie is due at Metro next 
month to discuss the filming of the 
biog of her mother, who discovered 
radium. 
Greta Garbo is set for the name 
| role, 








Rejuvenating ‘Zorro’ 


Hollywood, March 14. 
‘Mark of Zorro’ is coming back as 
a re-make, this time at 20th-Fox, 
which bought the rights from Doug- 
las Fairbanks several years ago. 
The preliminary script is com- 
plete. 


Clark Geble Divorced 


Las Vegas, Nev. March 14. 
Maria Gable was granted a di- 
vorce from Clar* Gable here on the 
grounds of d on. They were 
married in 193! and parted in 1938. 
Property settlement is reported at 











recently disbanded firm. 


$286,000. 


| 


} 
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Lefty and Family to Take In World's. 
Fair, If Abner Doesnt Lose Roll 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., 





March 14. 
Dear Joe: 

Well, Me, Junior, Aggie and her know-it-all brother Abner are all set 
| to start for the New York World’s Fair next week. We were going to go 
to the Frisco Fair, but Abner talked us out of it. He claims he knows 
Grover Whalen personally and that he owes him plenty of favors and that 
we will be taken care of when we get there. I don’t know if he’s telling 
the truth or not, but he’s one of those guys that can lie and you know 
he’s lying and yet you kinda believe him. He’s got the same kind of gift 
as a film salesman has. Anyway the gypsy in me and Aggie is getting the 
best of us and we're kinda rarin’ to go. I guess it’s the old trouper b!ood 
in us that gets a flowin’ round springtime. I was down to the depot the 
other day to pick up my ‘can of grief’ when one of the fast trains went 
by, and its whistle sounded like an overture to me, and when I got a 
peek at the dining car with the waiters all in white standing ‘round, and 
the conductors with their gold braid and the folks sitting on the obser- 
vation platform, it all kinda put a big.lump of hankerin’ to travel in my 
throat. Although we ain’t going by train, I think the trip by car will be 
better because I'll have a chance to stop off at a lot of towns on our way 
and get to talking to my fellow exhibitors and see how they run things 
and maybe get a few good tips on how to make the red in my books look 
a little paler. 

Abner’s Tip Backfires 

And talking about tips, Abner got a hot tip on the Santa Anita Handicap. 
He said he knew the jockey and the owner and it was in the bag. Well 
if it was it wasn’t in our bag. I told Aggie I just bet a deuce, but I really 
iost a double sawbuck, of which Abner is supposed to owe me half—that 
is one thing I can rely on him doing, that is owing me. He is one of those 
guys thet waits for the bank to close when he wants to cash a check. Any- 
way, I found out what Santa Anita means in English, ‘You can’t take it 
with you.’ Monday was the last day of the meeting and Aggie sez it’s the 
last chance bookkeepers and cashiers have to make their books balance. 

I played Shirley Temple in ‘The Little Princess’ last week and boy did 
she pack the house. She is still the queen of the mortgage lifters: she 
makes ’em come in and cry and when the exhibitor reads the statements 
he laughs, so everybody is satisfied. The only trouble with playing a 
Temple picture is that after it leaves your house looks like the grandstand 
of a baseball field in winter. Aggie was telling me that when she visited 
a friend of ours at the local hospital she saw a poster hanging up in the 
Maternity Ward saying ‘Moving pictures are your best entertainment.’ 
The guy that put it there sure had a sense of humor. Who do you think 
won the $50 prize on the Movie Quiz in our town? Yop, you guessed it, 
the banker. Aggie was sure disappointed as she was all set for the yrand 
prize, now she will have to be reset. 

Aggie’s brother has a great idea for a new thing in hot dog rolls. He is 
going to put a groove around it so the mustard don’t run out over your 
clothes. He has declared me in for 50% of it, which means I']] have to 
put up all the dough. He certainly has a lot of ideas, but no free ones. 
I got it all set for Vic to run the theatre while I'm gone on a percentage 
of the profits. He is a young feller and believes there are profits in the 
picture business. If there is it must be in the X-ray end of the picture 
business, 

That’s about all for now. Looking forward to seeing you in New York 
soon. I see by the papers that Frank Fay is now trying to bring vaude- 
ville back. I think the only guys to bring vaudeville back are the pawn- 
brokers, because they’ve got everything the vaudevillians used to have. 
sez 

Your Pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S.—Pat O'Brien sez: 

‘One oe there is a lot of idle talk is in an ee agency.” 


MAYER- BURSTYN GET 
DARRIEUX’S ‘KATIA’ 





RKO REORG DUE 








Arthur Mayer and Joseph Bur- 
styn, distributors of the French film 
‘Ballerina, have also acquired U. S. 
rights to ‘Katia,’ starring Danielle 
Darrieux and produced by E. A. 
Algazy. 

Distributors are negotiating for a 
Broadway run at the Astor. 


FOR OK IN TWO 
WEEKS 





Federal Judge William Bondy 
stated Monday (13) at an RKO hear- 
ing in New York that he will ap- 
prove confirmation of the reorgan- 
ization plan as soon as he pisses on 
the board of directors. Bondy has 
taken under advisement the selec- 
tion of Raymond Bill, publisher, as 
a member of the board of directors, 
replacing Ferdinand Eberstaadt. 


April 11 was set as the date for 
the next hearing in case anything 
important which requires the court's 
attention should arise, but all formal 
matters relative to the plan have 
been disposed of. Bondy’s formal 
order of confirmation should be 
forthcoming within a fortnight. 


Still No ‘Boy’ 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Barbara Stanwyck has signed for 
the top femme role of Lorna Moon 
in ‘Golden Boy,’ slated to go into 
work April 15 at Columbia with 
Rouben Mamoulian directing. 


Selection of thespian for the name 
rcle will be made later. 


Connie Would Draw 


DiFrasso Into Suit 


New York supreme court justice 
Timothy A. Leary on Friday (10) 
reserved decision on an application 
by Constance Bennett to take the 
depositions of Countess Dorothy Di 
Frasso in Los Angeles. Miss Ben- 
nett, who seeks $62,500, claims that 
Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur, 
the defendants, had conversed with 
the Countess and told her that they 
had a contract with Miss Bennett to 
do a script for her, but that they 
were not going through with it. 


Actress claims to have made the 
agreement with the defendants in 
December, 1935, and paid them $2,- 
500 as a retainer. She was to pay 
$47,500 more for the completed 
script. The writers failed to pro- 
vide the script and she is suing for 
the $2,500, plus $60,000 for loss of 
time, 














Santley’s 4th at U 


Hollywood, March 14, 
Joseph Santley is slated to pilot 
‘Flying Cadets,’ Jackie Cooper-Fred- 
die Bartholomew starrer, his fourth 
successive directorial job at Uni- 
versal. 
Shooting starts as soon as Santley 








Morris Vice Flynn 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Wayne Morris takes the star role 
originally intended for Errol] Flynn 
in the Jack London story, ‘Burning 
Daylight.’ Flynn has four other pic- 


tures lined up. 





returns from a Mexican hunting 
trip. 


‘Daylight’ will be made in Techni- 
color. 
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| WB Sales Increase of 17!4%, Since 
Jan. 1 Disclosed at Convention; 


48 Pix at Cost of 52) 


|Contract Limitation May Be | 
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Co. Plans 


Sales increase of 17.45% in revenue 
since Jan. 1, 1939, over the same pe- 
riod in '38 was disclosed by Gradwell 
L. Sears, general sales manager, pre- | 
siding at the opening of the Warner | 
Bros.’ '39-40 convention in New York | 
Monday (13). Sears forecast a con-| 
tinual improvement in business of | 
the company. Jack L. Warner out- | 
lined the lineup of next season's | 
product and promised sales forces | 
the present quality of company’s | 
product would be maintained with | 
the new schedule of 48 features. 

Robert W. Perkins, company’s gen- | 
eral counsel, discussed the attitude of | 
distributors toward industry legisla- 
tion and trade practice agreements | 
now being worked out. Other ad- | 
dresses were made by Sam Schnei- 
der, Joseph Bernhard, Mort Blumen- 
stock, Carl Leserman, Sam E. Morris 
and Major Albert Warner. 

Norman Moray discussed _ short 
subject sales and Charles Einfeld 
talked on advertising and exploita- 
tion possibilities. 

Jack L. Warner announced the 
company would spend as much|} 
money, if not more, on the 48 pic- 
tures for next season as it did on the 
52 features of the current season. As 
to the 12 B films on the new pro- 
gram, Jack Warner stated, ‘We don’t 
like to make B pictures. They are a 
phase of the double-feature evil, 
which is gradually being solved. We 
turn out B’s to accommodate certain 
theatre situations where the dual 
system is so deeply rooted it cannot 
be done away with immediately. The | 
system is definitely on the way out, | 
however, and our general production | 
structure is being planned toward | 
that end.’ 

The production head also stressed | 
the intention of the company to make 
films that meet demands of a grown- 
up motion picture public for power- 
ful inspirational stories. | 

48 Features 


At the Monday (13) session of the | 








| 


| agers Ass’n, and the Moving Picture 








What Bad Weather? 


Hollywood, March 14, 

Old Joe Weather takes another 
beating from Prof. Science in a 
portable sound stage, devised by 
Henry MacRae, Universal pro- 
ducer. Knockdown structure is 
used on location when rain, snow 
or high winds halt outdoor cam- 
era work, 

MacRae used his invention to 
save four otherwise wasted days 
on location at Kernville for ‘Ore- 
gon Trail.’ 


METRO INVITING 
EXHIBITORS T0 
CONVENTION 


William F. Rodgers, Metro general 
sales manager, has invited represen- 
tatives of important exhibitor organ- 
izations to attend company’s conven- 
tion in Chicago, which gets under- 
way at the Palmer House there Sun- 
day (19). 

Invitations have been accepted by 
Col. H. A. Cole, president of Allied 
States Exhibitors Ass’n; Ed. L. Kuy- 
kendall, president of MPTOA, and 
Harry Brandt, president of ITOA, of 
N.Y. Latter will also represent Al- 
lied Independent Theatre Owners of 
Iowa and Nebraska, Intermountain 
Theatres Ass’n of Utah, Rocky 
Mountain Theatre Owners and Man- 














Theatre Owners of Virginia, at the 
convention. 
Exhibitor representation at the 


convention, Jack L. Warner outlined | sales gathering is said to have been 


AEADY TO ADOPT 
He FRANCHISE 





Stretched to Three or Five 


Years — All Other Bugs'| 


Out—Director Deal Set 





SCRIBS’ PARLEY 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Senate action is scheduled this 
week on adoption of an amendment 
to the State Labor Code necessary 
for completion of the franchise pact 
between the Screen Actors Guild 
and film and radio agents. Proposed 
amendment will give SAG authority 
to arbitrate disputes between actors 
and their representatives. 

Favorable action is assured, since 
the measure has approval of SAG, 
Artists Managers Guild and tops in 
State Labor Department. With adop- 
tion of this amendment a mass meet- 
ing of AMG will be called to seal 
deal with actors. At present, the 


state laws require that all differ-| 


ences between private employment 
agencies and their clients be concili- 
ated by the state labor commissioner. 
Contract will call for few changes 
in original 19-point program of ac- 
tors. Only major change will be in 
clause limiting contracts between 
agents and their clients to one year. 
Compromise is certain on this, with 
limit being hiked to three or five 
years. Small agents favored 12 
months maximum in hopes of grab- 
bing off some top flight players, but 
big agencies contended limitation 
would not protect thousands of dol- 
lars they invested in developing an 
actor into the star bracket. They 
also insisted that a chaotic situation 
would result with contracts of play- 
ers expiring every 12 months and 
agents fighting for new business. 
The deal will be rushed to com- 
pletion when code amendment is 
adopted and M. C. Levee, AMG 
prexy, returns from New York in 
two weeks. Big agencies claim that 
without their support many of the 








Terra Firmless 





Hollywood, March 14. 
Another acre is being lopped 
off the Republic lot by flood con- 
trol workers straightening out 
kinks in the Los Angeles River. 
Four acres were lost in the 
big flood of 1938. 
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U MAY BOOST 
SKED 10 43 
FEATURES 


Universal may boost the number 
of features on its 1939-40 program 
iby three or four, according to latest 
indications. W. A. Scully, general 
sales manager, came in from the 
Coast last week following produc- 
tion huddles at the studio, and esti- 
mated that there might be 43 fea- 
tures on next season’s lineup. This 
would mean three additional fea- 
|tures, represented by the three-pic- 
ture contract given Harry Edington. 
| Entire total may not include west- 
erns and reissues, 

Edington probably will go into 
work on ‘Atlantic Cable,’ first in his 
| group, by next month. U probably 
| will turn out 81 short features, the 
same as the present season. 

Annual sales meeting probably 
will not be set until after eastern 
confabs with prexy Nate Blumberg. 
Regional conventions of the national 
{sales staff likely will be held be- 
|ginning early next month. 

Present array of product, it was 
|pointed out by U officials, is the 
strongest to come from the studio in 

















WB, 20th, Par, RKO Making “39-40 
Film Deals Retroactive to Trade 
Practice Agreement, If and When 


Pending full accord on a trade 


practice pact, a re-drafted form of 
which is expected from film attor- 
|neys shortly, all distributors will in 
| all probability go out to sell the new 
(1939-40) product with the under- 
| Standing that when and if an agree- 
|ment is reached on proposals under 
consideration, they will be retroac- 
| tive on contracts written. 


Warner Bros., first of the com- 
panies to hold its convention, with 
sessions in New York, Monday (13), 
iend yesterday (Tues.), is committed 
to this policy and other distributors 
|already are doing the same. These 
jinclude Twentieth-Fox, which holds 
|}its convention in Chicago March 30; 
RKO, not holding its convention un- 
| til June, and Paramount, which 
|}probably will have its sales huddle 
|in May. 

Grad L. Sears, general sales man- 
ager of Warners, which has consoli- 
dated its score charges in rentals, 
eliminating the charge on percentage 
pictures, instructed at the conven- 
tion that the selling be on the same 
basis as last year, but that terms of 
any trade practice agreement 
reached be made retroactive under 
sales made. With all WB distribu- 
tion heads, division managers, dis- 
trict managers and exchange heads 
present, Sears urged that dealings 
with exhibitors be on as fair a basis 
as possible, and that shorts be sold 
strictly on their own. 


Other Distribs Follow Suit 


| While other companies such as 
| 20th, Paramount and RKO will in- 
| itiate their big contract-taking drives 
|later, following conventions, these 
|majors, on such deals as are being 
|closed in advance, are assuring ac- 
counts the retroactive feature will 
|hold true; that if there is a trade 
| practice pact calling for sliding can- 
| cellation privileges of 10 to 20% and 
| other concessions, these are to gov- 
ern under the contract immediately 
on adoption of the pact. 





: A : rs. ‘Spiri Iver’ ki 

the lineup of '39-40 product to the | the desire of Metro and Rodgers to} smaller firms would have been un- pee 7. . eM go eee Presumption in some _ industry 
company’s sales force. Program Calls| invite discussion and gather reac-| able to pass necessary qualifications |«“~peee Smart Girls Grow Up’ | quarters is that since the negotia- 
for release of 48 features, 36 of) tions of exhibitor leaders on the in-|to secure SAG licenses to remain in x 


(Deanna Durbin), and ‘East Side ot 


tions on the trade practice agree- 


which are classified as A productions | dustry’s conciliation program and/business. The AMG insisted that | treaven’ (Bing Crosby-Joan Blon-|™ent are collective, there may be an 
Nall ad Il st Bett | proposed new trade practice agree-| licenses be issued initially to all dell), go to distributors within a early industry announcement con- 

i ictures wi star ette | ment. agents doin business when the h’s ti ; .| cerni th acti 7 
Davis; three with James Cagney; | Very — vom month's time, last named being re ne ee ee ee 


three with Edward G. Robinson; | 
three with Errol Flynn; three with | 
Jules Garfield and one with Paul | 
Muni. Other important pictures 
which Warner Bros. will contribute 
this coming year will be biographical 
productions based on the lives of Dr. 
Ehrlich, genius of medicine; John | 
Paul Jones; Martin Niemoeller: 
Knute Rockne, a remake of “Dis- 
raeli’ and the life of Beethoven. 
Muni will star in the latter. 
Warners program of shorts will | 
consist of 18 two-reelers and 68. 
Single reels. Vitaphone will lean | 
heavily on use of Technicolor, more. 
than one-half of the shorts to be | 
made in color. Lineup will include | 
at least 12 short features in Techni- 
color and running from 2,000 to 4,000 
feet in length. 
. These shorter features will get | 
top-notch writers, directors and / 


Players and will run into B bracket | 
budgets. 


W. K. Howard Revises 
His ‘Back Door’ Film 


Following revisions suggested by 
aramount, ‘Back Door to Heaven,’ | 
Which William K. Howard turned out 
at Astoria, L. I, this winter, was | 
previewed Thursday night (9) in'| 
Stamford, Conn. A showing in a| 
theatre in New York is not possible 








| 





| and spurs in ‘Go West,’ a burlesque 





CENTURY OF BASEBALL 
GLORIFIED BY WARNERS 


Hollywood, March 14. 

First 100 years of baseball is to be 
commemorated by Warners in a fea- 
ture built around the pioneers of the 
game. Outstanding character in the 
film will be Connie Mack, oldest big 
league manager. 

Byran Foy, who has been confer- 
ring with Ford Frick, president of 
the National League, has the produc- 
tion job, with Raymond Schrock 
scripting. Location scenes will be 
made at Cooperstown, N. Y., home of 
the baseball museum. 


Out West with Marxes 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Marx Bros. will don satirical boots 











o> Hollywood hoss operas, written 
by Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby. 

Picture sta.’s as soon as they 
finish ‘A Day at the Circus,’ skedded 
for cameras April 17. 


Hitchcock to Yale 








Alfred Hitchcock, director of ‘The 
Lady Vanishes,’ 


SAG-AMG pact becomes effective. 
Amendment 

Proposed amendment to 
Labor Code reads as follows: 

‘Notwithstanding section 1657 of 
the Labor Code and section 1280 of 
the Code of Civil Procedure, where- 
ever a contract between an employ- 
ment agency and one dealing with 
an employment agency provides that 
any dispute under the contract, or as 
to its existence, validity, continu- 
ance or termination shall be de- 
cided by any fair means of arbitra- 
tion, and if such provision is in- 
serted in the contract pursuant to 
any regulation of such contracts by 
a bona-fide labor union, or pursuant 
to a contract between such bona fide 
labor union and an employment 
agency, then and in that event the 
arbitration provision shall be valid, 
and any such dispute shall be settled 
by such arbitration pursuant to the 


(Continued on page 25) 


State 


COOGAN AND MOTHER 
TO SPLIT $250,00 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Jackie Coogan and his mother 
have agreed to split equally the 
$250,000 in property, all that’s left 
of the approximately $5,000,000 the 


who arrived from |former child star earned years ago. | Journal. 


@s yet, due to the fact the censors Europe last week, probably will go| Although final papers haven't been 


Ven’t seen ‘Back Door.’ 


to Yale to deliver a lecture on pic- | 


signed, it’s expected that the formal 


* Next step is arrangement with Par | ture production before leaving for | agreement will be reached this week, 


for the distribution of the picture, if 
Satisfactory, and the scheduling of a/| 


the Coast. 


ending the long court fight between 


leased April 7. 

Company also has another ‘Little 
Tough Guys’ feature and a Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., picture coming along 
before the end of May. 


2006 LIBEL SUIT 
AIMED AT VARIETY 


A libel suit asking $200,000 dam- 
ages was filed against VARIETY in 
New York federal court Thursday 
(9) by Standard Pictures Produc- 
tions, Inc., and Standard Pictures 
Distributing Co. 











Headleys at Home,’ a Standard pro- 
| duction. 





Defense Uses Newsreels 
To Win 100G Libel Suit 


St. Louis, March 14. 
With the public barred, a jury in 
Jnited States district court in Joplin, 
Mo., attended the Missouri theatre 
|here and watched 12 newsreels made 
jof Robert Wadlow, cight feet, eight 
|inches tall, who last week lost a 


Action is based on a review of ‘The | 


ings as film for 1939-40 is being sold. 
One of the clauses of the tentative 
trade practice draft is that the agree- 
ment will become effective with the 
1939-40 product. 


Prior to ultimate adoption of ma- 
chinery for the self-regulation of 
trade practices, the same selling as 
last year, with certain exceptions 
such as agreement not to force 
| shorts, elimination of score charges, 
etc., will continue. However, every 
exhibitor buying now will know that 
the contract he signs is subject to 
the provisions of any trade practice 
concordat reached, even if it is 
months from now. 

Newly-phrased draft, similar to 
the first, has been in the hands of 
|distributor attorneys for several 
weeks now and it’s likely that there 








|F. Myers, general counsel of Allied 
| States Assn., shortly in an effort to 
| get Allied accord on the new word- 
ing and changes made. 


| Because of the fact that the author- 


ity of the Allied negotiating commit- 


| tee expired March 1, the procedure 


now will be the forwarding of pro- 
posals by Myers, following confer- 
ences with distributor representa- 
tives, to his Allied board of directors 


$100,000 libel suit filed against Dr. | for their consideration, 


|Charles D. Humber, for stories the 
|physician wrote and which were 
| published in the American Medical 
The reels were used by the 
| defense to support its contention 
ithat the 20-year-old Wadlow was a 
| oa of nature.’ 


During the trial Wadlow’s father 


Hitchcock just finished work a/|Coogan and his mother, Mrs. Lillian | said he was ~~, an offer from 


Telease date sometime thi ing. | short time ago on Charles Laughton’s | Bernstein. 
cence | 4 : Coogan will receive about $125,000,|son to appear there. He was with would not visit N. Y. to confer with 


, ° 
ars agreement for release is predi- | 


tated on seeing the finished print and |land. He may do a picture for Selz- | most of which is in non-income real | the Ringling Bros. 
i nick-International while in the U. S.'estate and rights to his old films. | weeks in 1937. 


new starrer, ‘Jamaica Inn,’ in Eng- 


the New York Word's Fair for his 


circus for six 


| The fact that Allied’s negotiating - 


/committee ceased to function does not 
;mean, Coil. H. A, Cole, president, 
| States, that there is no need for fur- 
'ther conversations at this time. The 
| Allied president declares that his or- 
| ganization stands ready at any time 
|to negotiate with those in authority 
regarding fair trade practices and 
that it is incorrect to assume Myers 


, attorneys regarding the shaping of a 
‘final draft. 


may be some meetings with Abrams 
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4 Houses Costing 5006 Gomg Up 
In St. L.; Active Building Nat'lly 














St. Louis, March 14. 

Although this town is notoriously 
overseated four de luxe nabes, to 
cost more than $500,000, are being 
constructed or being readied for 
erection and large sums are being 
expended in redecorating, renovat- 
ing other nabes. The largest of the 
new houses, a 2,500-seater, is being 
built by a syndicate headed by Sam 
Schucart, prez of the Schucart 
Realty Co. near Clayton and Big 


Bend roads, just outside of the city 
limits. This will be a $250,000 proj- 
ect. The recently formed Riverview 
Theatre Corp., headed by Nat Kop- 
lar, general contractor, is contem- 
plating a 2,000-seater in the northern 
part of the city at a cost of $90,000. 

The St. Louis Amus. Co. (Fan- 
chon & Marco interests here) is 
readying a 2,500-seater on the site of 
the present Florissant Cinema Gar- 
dens, an outdoor theatre, in the 
northwestern part of the city. The 
cost of this house is expected to run 
between $150,000 and $200,000. 
Thomas James, owner of the Strand 
and Douglas, catering to Negro 
trade, is planning another $100,000 
house in a Negro district in the cen- 
ter of town. This house will be a 
1,000-seater. 

Film row hears that St. Louis 
Amus. plans other new houses while 
much is being spent in redecorating 
and remodeling its Union and 
Pageant, west end nabes that have 
been shuttered for many months. 
The Amusement Co. has made im- 
provements in most of its 31 houses 
that form the chain in the city and 
St. Louis County. 





New Ohio House 


Shelby, O., March 14. 
Kemper Theatres, Inc., will build 
a new theatre in nearby Crestline. 
The site already has been acquired. 
Building and equipment will repre- 
sent an outlay of more than $30,000, 
with seating accommodations for 550. 





Ceonstant’s New One 


Canton, O., March 14. 

A $60,000 theatre will be erected 
this summer at North Canton, one 
ot the largest towns in Ohio at pres- 
ent without a movie theatre for 
lease to the Inter-State Theatres, 
Inc., headed by A. G. Constant of 
Steubenville, O., operators of the 
Palace here and houses in many 
other Ohio cities. 





New Mobile House 
Mobile, Ala., March 14. 

Alex Gournaris, owner of three 
theatres, this week secured a permit 
for construction of a theatre on Ful- 
ton road. Construction is to start 
immediately and, when completed, 
will represent a cost of around 

Gournaris is operator of the Roose- 
velt, Oakdale; Arlington, Arlington, 
and Rex, Prichard. 





Griffith’s Two 
Oklahoma City, March 14. 

Griffith Amuse. Co.’s new Campus 
theatre in Stillwater is rapidly near- 
ing completion. It will be a 500- 
Seat house in modern type architec- 
ture. Griffith at present operates 
the Aggie and Mecca theatres in 
Stillwater. 

A new 700-seat theatre in Lubbock 
is being planned by Griffith as soon 
as certain zoning problems there 
have been cleared up. 


New 1,500-Seater 
Shzker Heights, O., March 14. 
Max Lefkowich, head of Com- 
munity Circuit in Cleveland, will 
erect a new theatre here. 
According to present plans, house 
will have 1,500 seats and will cost 
approx mately $350,000, to be com- 
pleted late this year or early in 1940. 


House Lessee Asks 150G 


Chicago, March 14. 

Suit for $150,000 damages has been 
filed by Frank Ford, operator of the 
Stadium theatre, Evanston, against 
Leo Solomon and the Lemar Corp., 
lessors of the property. 

In the suit, filed through the 
Jacobson, Merrick, Neirman & Sil- 
bert law firm, Solomon is charged 
with having used unfair and untruth- 
ful tactics in getting Ford to take 
over the house. Ford rented the 
house in 1938 on a 15-year lease, pay- 
ing $20,000 down and rental of 
$15,000 for the first three years and 
$18,000 annually thereafter. 
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45c Night’s B.O. 





Minneapolis, March 14. 

What is believed to be the 
lowest gross in the industry’s 
history was chalked up at the 
Pine theatre, Pine Island, Minn., 
near here, during a blizzard and 
30 below zero weather when the 
house’s entire takings for the 
night were 45c, representing one 
adult 35c and one children’s 10c 
admission. 

Don Anderson, the theatre’s 
owner, would have called off the 
show except for the fact that the 
patron had driven 35 miles 
through the storm with his young 
son just to see the picture, ‘Duke 
of West Point.’ 


Indies Figure 
To Cash In On 
Western Vogue 

















Indie producers with definite com- 
mitments on western features and 
dependence on them for hefty rev- 
enue are outwardly expressing their 
pleasure over the way glorified west- 
erns of major companies are regis- 
tering at the boxoffice. Revival of 
historical American screen dishes, 
such as ‘Stagecoach,’ ‘Union Pacific,’ 
‘Oklahoma Kid,’ ‘Jesse James,’ etc., 
is focusing attention on western out- 
door fare more than ever before in 
several seasons, 

Use of John Wayne in ‘Stagecoach’ 
is promoting at least two indepen- 
dents, Republic and Monogram, to go 
to town with this player. Mono- 
gram is dusting off a series of eight 
westerns in which John Wayne 
starred for the old Mono production 
outfit. They are set for the 1939-40 
program, and doubtlessly will be 
rushed out as soon as prints are 
available. Republic das Wayne tied 
up for a series of Mesquiters, 


COL’S PROFITS OFF 
$416,000 IN 6 MOS. 


Columbia Pictures this week re- 
ported that its net profit for the six- 
month period ending Dec. 31 last, 
declined about $416,000, compared 
with the similar six months of the 


preceding year. Total net for the 
first half of Columbia’s fiscal year 
was $34,596, as against $451,061 in 
the six months ended Dec. 25, 1937. 

Gross income for the company on 
the six months amounted to $10,- 
379,858, with the earned surplus, as 
of Dec. 31 last, totalling $3,884,320. 
Columbia’s balance sheet showed 
current assets of $12,656,898 and cur- 
rent liabilities of $1,610,131. Work- 
ing capital was placed at about $11,- 
000,000. 


‘Wind’s’ New Lens Crew 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Ernest Haller and his assistant, 
Arthur Arling, replaced Lee Garmes 
and his assistant, Roy Clark, behind 
the camera on ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
at Selznick-International. 

Switch was due to problems in 
handling new speed Technicolor film. 
Haller is said to be more familiar 
with color, having made the first 
extensive tests of the present proc- 
ess. Ray Renahan remains on the 
picture as Technicolor cameraman. 














Dukoff to Coast 


Perma Processing Corp., which 
deals in waterproofing and moth- 
processing of studio wardrobes, has 
appointed Ed Dukoff director of pub- 
lic relations. Perma was formed re- 
cently in New York. 
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Frentier’ Ready 


4 Hollywood, March 14. 

‘The Real Glory,’ nee ‘The Last 
Frontier, is slated to roll April 10, 
making two pictures shooting at the 
same time on Samuel Goldwyn’s 
United Artists schedule. 

The other is the Jascha Heifetz 
starrer, ‘The Restless Age,’ which 
resumes production this week. 


Par Plans Extra 
Revenue From 


Cartoon Shorts 


A new department is being organ- 
ized by Paramount under Lou Dia- 
mond, who heads shorts and music, 
for the commercial licensing of prod- 
ucts based on cartoon characters de- 
veloped by Max Fleischer, producer 
of ‘Betty Boop,’ ‘Popeye,’ and Color 
Classics shorts. Fleischer now is also 
making his first feature-length in 
color. 

The department will be headed for 
Diamond by Harry L. Royster, long 
a Paramount theatre department 
executive, who returned last week 
from Miami after conferring with 
Fleischer on plans for the new divi- 
sion of activity. Formerly a district 
manager for Par, during the past two 
years Royster has been in charge of 
commercial film in the company’s 
theatres. Latter has now been de- 
veloped to the point where it will 
all in future clear directly through 
Par’s own partners in the field. 

The licensing of commercials on 
cartoon characters, developed to a 
fine point by Kay Kamen for Walt 
Disney, with revenue on this by- 
product alone running into very 
high figures, will for Par include 
various characters from ‘Gulliver’s 
Travels,’ plus ‘Betty Boop.’ The Pop- 
eye commercial licensing rights are 
retained by King Features Syndicate 
under the deal made when Fleischer 
obtained the character for cartoon 
shorts. 


REP FALLS INTO 
‘A PIX PARADE 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Soft pedal on low-priced pictures 
and $1,000,000 added to the produc- 
tion cost of high-budget films is the 
plan announced by Herbert J. Yates, 
chairman of the board at Republic. 

After eyeing rough cut of ‘Man of 
Conquest,’ Republic’s most costly pic- 
ture, Yates decided to abandon fhe 
Showmen’s Group of low-bracket 
films and concentrate on A produc- 
tions. + 

Program for 1939-40 is cut from 59 
to 54 films. It includes four Anni- 
versary Specials, at $750,000 each; six 
De Luxe Jubilee Specials; 16 Jubilee 
productions, eight Gene Autry west- 
erns, eight Roy Rogers, eight Mes- 
quiteers and four serials. 


Stephens’ ‘Doc’ Trio 


Hollywood, March 14. 


William Stephens moved into the 
General Service studio to produce 
three ‘Dr. Christian’ features for 
RKO release. First is slated to roll 
early in June. 

Jean Hersholt, star of the radio 


series similarly titled, gets the top 
rele in the films. 





























Hearing on French Pix 
Reorg Plan March 30 


reorganization of the French Motion 
Picture Corp. was set for March 30 
by Federal Judge William Bondy in 
New York Thursday (9). 

The plan was proposed by the 
company’s president, John S. Taper- 


,nou, and proposes to pay creditors 


15% in full settlement of claims. 


WE Votes Dividend 


Western Electric directors yester- 








Dukoff leaves for the Coast within 
10 days to try to sell studios. Stunt | 
has a tieup with the Hanover Fire | 





Insurance Co. 


day (Tuesday) \oled a 25c cash divi- 
dend on its common stock. 

It is payeb rch 31 to stock on 
record Mar 
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The Sitting Contest 


By Bill Halligan 

A band I never heard of was opening that night and Fitz wanted to see 
how good they were. Fitz was an agent, so we went over to Gil Boag’s 
Rendezvous to pass judgment. It was during prohibition and I took g 
quart of Vat 250 along as a precautionary measure. We sat around for 
an hour or so punching the bag and sucking on the Scotch and then the 
band came out and started to play. It was George Olsen’s aggregation 
and they were fine, Fitz liked them. 

I went into the washroom and met Ring Lardner coming out. ‘Hello,’ 
he said. ‘Hello,’ 1 said. ‘I’m with Percy Haughton, the coach at Harvard, 
but he’s going home. How’s about my joining you?’ ‘If you like Scotch 
you're welcome,’ I said, and he went out. 

Olsen’s band played some more and then Lardner came over and I in. 
troduced him to Fitz. We had a drink. ‘This is mighty fine Scotch,’ Ring 
said. ‘Well I have plenty of it,’ I told him. ‘If you like I'll give you a 
bottle” After a while everybody went home and Olsen came over and 
sat at our table. His piano player came over, too, and then he got up and 
when he came back he was pushing one of those baby pianos over to the 
table. He played an hour for us and then we ran out of Scotch. ‘Come 
on over to the Friars,’ I said, ‘and I will get some more.’ It was three 
o’clock and when we got to the Friars grill room it was empty. I went 
upstairs and got two quarts and woke up Walter Donaldson. I showed him 
the booze and he got up. ‘Come on downstairs, I want you to meet a 
fellow,’ I said. 

We went back in the corner where the piano was and Donaldson started 
to play some new songs. Lardner was right at home. Pretty soon Benny 
Ryan came in and we asked him to have a drink. Then Harry Rosenthal 
sauntered in from a late session at Lindy’s. Donaldson got up from the 
piano and Harry sat down. He played for three hours. He can play all 
night but he wanted to talk to Lardner. Lardner was drinking right along 
with me, but I was doing all the talking. Lardner hadn’t said a word all 
night. Benny Ryan thought he would rib him a little to get him to open 
up. ‘So you’re the great Lardner, eh?,’ said Ryan. ‘Why I have as much 
brains as you have. Yeah! Just as much brains as you have.’ ‘Why don’t 
you take advantage of it,’ Lardner said, and Ryan poured out a big drink 
but didn’t say anything. 

It was six a.m. and Fitz went home to bed. I went upstairs and got 
two more quarts of Scotch. Lardner was playing the piano when I came 
back and Rosenthal was sitting on the bench alongside of him. ‘I got an 
idea for a show,’ he told Rosenthal. He did have one, too. It was ‘June 
Moon’ and Rosenthal played the big comedy part in it. It was his first 
attempt, but he was a knockout. It was getting late, around eight o’clock 
in the morning by now, so we ordered some breakfast. ‘How much of this 
stuff have you got?,’ Lardner asked me. ‘More than you can drink,’ I gaid, 
and I went up and came down with five bottles. 

Around 10 o’clock the regulars started to come in for their breakfast 
and they wouldn’t have known anything was going on if it wasn’t for the 
piano playing and Ring’s dinner jacket. At lunch there was a big crowd 
in because it was the opening day of the baseball season and they were 
all going up to the Polo Grounds to see the Giants. We were still there 
when they came back for dinner. Lardner had lapsed into silence and 
hadn’t spoken a word for five hours. I went upstairs and broke open 
another case. This was good whiskey. A bookmaker had made me a 
present of three cases and a lot of fellows were offering me $20 a bottle for 
it but I would have paid more than that if I didn’t have any. 

Around eight o’clock that night Fitz came back after a good day’s sleep 
and Lardner said ‘Hello.’ By this time everybody was telling everybody 
else how long we had been there and it looked like a sitting contest. Rosene 
thal, Ryan and myself were getting a little weary. At 10 o’clock Ryan 
threw up the sponge, but Rosey was still wide awake. He had on his 
kidding clothes. ‘I hear Harry Fender stole your gal,’ he said. ‘Which 
one?,’ I countered. ‘You know which one,’ he said, ‘I saw them cantering 
through the park this morning. He bought her a saddle horse.’ I went 
outside and Peter the cabman was standing by the door. ‘Listen Pete,’ I 
said, ‘do you know where there is a feed store around here?’ ‘Do you 
mean a restaurant?’ ‘No, I don’t meant a restaurant.’ He looked at me 
as if I was crazy. He had heard about the gang at the table. ‘Listen, 
Pete,’ I said, ‘here’s $15; go find a feed store; I want two bales of hay, 
Put it in your cab and bring it back to the club, and listen, Pete, don't 
come back till you get it if you have to go to Belmont Park.’ 

I went back and had another drink. Rosenthal was asleep with his a 
on the table. ‘I thought you had retired,’ said Lardner. ‘I don’t inten 
to retire till I’m 60,’ I said, and we had another drink. It was two o’clock 
in the morning when Pete came back, but he had the hay okay. He couldn't 
get it in his cab so he put it on top and had it tied with a rope. Two of 
the bellboys helped him put the bales in Harry Fender’s room. There 
wasn’t much space up there. The bed and the baby grand that Fender 
owned took up a lot of room. 

‘Put one bale on the bed and the other on the piano,’ I said. While we 
were putting the hay on top of the piano Lardner walked in. ‘What's goin 
on here,’ he said. ‘I’m making a friend of mine a present,’ I told him. t 
left a note on Fender’s pillow. Ring looked at it and smiled. I had writ- 
ten: ‘I have been feeding that blonde for three years, so I thought I might 
as well take care of the horse, too.’ I signed Arthur Brown’s name, Brownie 
was in the show with her and Fender thought he was opposition. Fender 
had nothing on me. I thought so, too. We went downstairs and finished 
the last bottle and Lardner said: ‘Do you mind if I go home, Bill?’ It was 
four o’clock in the morning when we put him in a cab. I went over to 
the Bristol and got a room under the name of Johnson. 

When I woke up it was Sunday. 


Pathe Stockholders 
To Share in Subsid 


Pathe Film Corp. directors last 














U SHOWS $157,990 
NET IN 1ST QUARTER 


Universal held close to the strong 




















Hearing on the proposed plan of | 





week took the first steps in con- 
sumating the recapitalization plan, 
voted by common stockholders last 
month, when they decided to give 
common shareholders participation 
in the new laboratory setup. Direc- 
tors voted to distribute 50% of the 
outstanding capital stock of Pathe 
Laboratories, Inc., the wholly-owned 
operating company (subsidiary), on 
a basis of one share of Pathe Labora- 
tories stock for each 100 Pathe com- 
mon shares held. 

The distribution will be made 
March 29. 





‘Enemy’s’ Troubles 
Hollywood, March 14. 

‘Enemy Agent,’ a mystery yarn, 
rolled yesterday (Monday) at 
Warners after a three-day delay over 
writing troubles. 

Terry Morse took the directing 
job, replacing William Clemens, who 
disagreed with Bryan Foy over the 
script. om 


record established in the final quar- 
ter of last year by reporting a net 
| profit of $157,990 for the first 13 
weeks in its new fiscal 12-month 
period. It covers the quarter ending 
Jan. 28 last and compares with the 
net loss of $388,797 shown in the 
similar 13-week period of last year. 

Universal had a net profit of $161,- 
/929 in the final quarter of its fiscal 
year ended last Oct. 28. 

Company earnings presently are 
| Teported to be at the rate of more 
ee $200,000 per quarter. 











'2 More Higgins Family 
Yarns Readied at Rep. 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Republic is rushing preparations 
on two more Higgins Family films 
featuring James, Lucile and Russell 
Gleason. 

Gerard Smith is doing one screen 
| play, and Jack Townley and Taylor 
'Caven the other. 
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Censorship Bill on Tap in Jersey; 
Six Pix Got Legions Frown in 38 


Trenten, March 14. 

A renewed move to create a cen- 
sor board for New Jersey, empow- 
ered to ban any exhibition it ruled 
improper, is back again for legisla- 
tive consideration. Assemblyman 
John M. Kerner, Union County Re- 
publican, has introduced a _ bill 
which would provide for appoint- 
ment of a three-member board of 
censors, each of whom would re- 
ceive annual salaries of $4,500. 

Kerner offered a similar bill last 
year, but it was killed in committee. 








Only Six Condemned 

In a list of pictures reviewed and 
classified for the year running from 
November, 1937, to November, 1938, 
the Legion of Decency found only 
six pictures to condemn and 32 that | 
were objectionable in part. | 

The six on which the Legion | 
turned thumbs down completely in- 
cluded ‘Assasin of Youth,’ ‘Club de 
Femmes’ (French), ‘It’s AH in the 
Mind, ‘Life of Nina Petrovna’ 
(French), ‘Marriage Forbidden’ and 
‘Race Suicide.’ 

Of the list found objectionable in 
part, Warner Bros. and 2U0th-Fox are 
tied with five each, while U and Par 
had three each in this classification. 





Va. City Wins Appeal 


Vs. State on Banning 
Of ‘Birth of a Baby’ 


Lynchburg, Va., March 14. 

The state Supreme Court yester- 
day (Monday) granted the city an 
appeal in the ‘Birth of a Baby’ 
censorship case, regarded as of state- 
wide importance. The question in- 
volved is whether an individual city 
has the right to ban a film after it 
has been okayed by the state board. 

In ruling that the film could be 
shown here, the local judge invited | 
an appeal. He said the state held a 
monopoly on censorship. 

City contends that its recently 
amended charter gives it specific 
right to control films and dramas. 
The appeal is expected to be heard 
in a few weeks. 


NEW ALBANY BILLS 
TO AMEND CIVIL RIGHTS 


Albany, March 14. 
Two bills amending the civil rights 
law in relation to equal rights in 
public and amusement places have | 
been introduced in the Legislature. 
One is by Assemblyman William T. 
Andrews, Harlem Negro lawyer- 














3 Tax Bills Die 


Atlanta, March 14. 

Amusement business has three- 
fold reason for joy as Georgia 
general assembly approaches ad- 
journment Saturday (18). 

Solons (1) did not pass bill 
levying luxury taxes, including 
20% tap on theatre ducats; (2) 
refused to okay straight 3% sales 
tax, which would also have put 
bite on admissions, and (3) let 
die legislation calling for straight 
10% tax on amusements. 








FALSE TEETH 


NOT DEDUCTIBLE 
SAYS U. 3. 


Washington, March 14. 

Board of Tax Appeals this week 
continued its educational campaign 
among film actors, to tell them what 
can be listed in their income taxes 
as a proper business deduction and 
what, alas, cannot. 

Three thousand dollar false teeth 
—the property of Ned Sparks, dead- 
pan comedian—are definitely non- 
deductible, Board ruled Monday 
(13). Likewise $2,500 which Lee 
Tracy asked to have chopped from 
his taxable income because it main- 
tained his family home in Trucks- 
ville, Pa., where Tracy’s mother and 
niece are living. 

‘It would be difficult to imagine 
anything more persqnal than a set 
of false teeth,’ the Board contended 
smugly, after listening to Spark’s 
plea that the costly chompers were 
business rather than personal ex- 
penses. Internal Revenue experts 
refused to listen to comedian’s pleas 
that the teeth in question were part 
of a $3,500 expenditure for two sets 
of phoney molars—and were used 
solely to correct a slight hiss which 
appears in his screen voice. Other 
set (apparently costing $500) de- 
scribed as ‘perfectly good for chew- 
ing,’ but not for business use. 

No direct relationship found by 
tax sleuths between Tracy’s $2,600 
board-and-room bill and ‘petitioner’s 
business as a professional actor.’ Did 
‘allow him to deduct $161 listed as 
tips to studio employees, camera- 
men, etc. 








Albany Gets ‘Nother 


Projectionist Measure 
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Thought Ready to Resume 


Plays After Two-Year Boy- 
cott 


RECENT BUYS 


With several major studios on the 
verge of resuming legit production 
|and others having found a way of 
} getting around the problem, Holly- 
wood’s two-year-old boycott 
Broadway appears about to be dis- 
carded. However, a stand-pat fac- 
tion led by one of the largest com- 
panies is understood trying to hold 
the others to their so-called ‘secret 
agreement.’ 

Several factors have tended to 
create the present situation. Most 
important is probably the number of 
film buys of legit plays on a per- 
centage basis, particularly the pre- 
production purchase of ‘The Phila- 
delphia Story.’ Apparently the pic- 
ture executives are also beginning 
to figure on the fact that a company 
backing a Broadway show is entitled 
to the first bid for the screen rights. 
Still another item is the success of 
RKO, through Max Gordon, in ob- 
taining the rights to ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ and getting an apparent edge 
in the bidding for ‘The American 
Way.’ 


Basic Agreement, the 


is now overshadowed. Sidney Flei- 
scher, Guild negotiator for film sales: 
Jake Wilk, of Warners, and J. Rob- 
ert Rubin, of Metro, have been dis- 


set the price of film buys in advance, 
with the actual amount to be de- 
termined by the gross for the Broad- 
way run. However, several hitches 
have arisen, chief of which is said to 
be whether such deals would com- 
mit the studio to a buy or merely 
give an option, 
Safeguards in Pact 


Safeguards against the forced clos- 
ing of productions to hold down the 
amount of film coin paid have been 
inserted in the tentative agreement. 
Should the manager desire to con- 
tinue an engagement while the film 
end demurs, he could keep the show 
going. In such instances the weekly 
film rights payments would cease 


ter covering the picture company’s 
claims. 

Possibility of taking scripts out of 
| the open market is believed to be 


OPENING THe WAY 


Several Major Film Studios | 


Frank Financing of Stage’ 


of | 


cussing the proposal, which would | 





and another deal could be made lat- | 


| 
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Death Too Fast 


Lincoln, March 14. 
Quick kill on the theatre di- 
vorcement and sales regulation 
bills in Nebraska almost turned 
into a boomerang on the film 
lobby, since some of the sen- 

ators said it looked ‘too good.’ 
Senator E. M. Neubauer, intro- 





ducer of both measures, didn’t 
even show at the kill, but stayed 
completely away after having 


gone on record saying there was 
going to be a complete house- 
cleaning in Nebraska distribu- 
tion. 


N. D. OKAYS NIX 
ON DIVORCE 
APPEAL 


Washington, March 14. 
Dismissal of the Paramount ap- 
| peal from the decision upholding the 
| state’s repealed theatre divorcement 














With signs thus pointing to an|law is agreeable to North Dakota 
imminent return of Hollywood coin | authorities. The U.S. Supreme Court 
to legit producing under the terms| was urged yesterday (Monday) to 
of the Dramatists Guild’s Minimum | emphasize that no judgment was ex- 
so-called | pressed as to the validity of the 
‘Wharton plan,’ which has been un- | statute. 
der consideration for nearly a year, | 


In opposition to Paramount’s sug- 


| gestion that the matter be remanded | 


with instructions to reverse its prior 
stand the attorney gereral said the 
whole tiff can be forgotten since the 
act has beengsepealed, but-any--ex- 
pression of sentiment as advocated 
by the majors would be a weapon 
in attempts to (1) prevent other 
states from passing comparble meas- 


PERCENTAGE DEAL Sidetracking of Divorcement 


Measure in Kansas Committee 
Rated Blow to Indies’ Cause 


Regarded ‘as the most important 
setback to theatre divorcement, out- 
side of the North Dakota repeal, is 
the action of the Kansas legislature 
in referring its chain separation 
statute to the committee on the ju- 
diciary, rather than bringing it up 
immediately for a vote before the 
senate. 


House had passed the measure by 
a large vote two weeks ago. In view 
}of the fact that the legislature at 
| Topeka adjourns in two weeks, it is 
|felt there may be no action on a 
vote. Among other things, the ju- 
diciary committee ordinarily passes 
on the constitutionality of bills in- 
troduced. 





Wash. Divorcement Killed 
Seattle, March 14. 
This state’s theatre divorcement 
bill didn’t go very far. It died in 
the house committee and didn’t get 
on the calendar. 


The committee held a hearing at 
which B. F. Shearer, Le Roy John- 
son, L. O. Lukan and Al Rosenberg, 
of the Evergreen Theatres, gave tes- 
timony. 

The bill was definite in divorcing 


producer-distributor operation or 
connection ‘directly or indirectly’ 
with any theatre. In this state, 


Warner Bros. own ‘three theatres, 
while 20th-Fox, through Chase Na- 
tional Bank and the former West 
Coast-Fox Theatres, control about 26 
top houses. 








Minn. Drops Divorcement 
Minneapolis, March 14. 
Repeal of the North Dakota theatre 
|divorcement law has caused North- 
i|west Allied to abandon its plans to 
seek passage of such a measure by 
}the»Minnesota state legislature now 
in session, according to announce- 
,;ment by W. A. Steffes, its president. 
If the U. S. supreme court had 
heard the appeal in the North Da- 


ures, (2) bring about repeal of acts | kota suit to test divorcement’s con- 


elsewhere, and (3) fight the govern- 
ment’s anti-trust suit in New York. 


LOBBY TRYING TO STOP 
NEW PA. AMUSE. TAX 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

Film interests got a powerful 
lobbying campaign underway this 
week in an endeavor to pickle a bill 
introduced in the state House of Rep- 
resentatives last week, levying an 
amusement tax to raise funds for un- 
employment relief. Industry was 
caught unawares when the bill was 








| Snemoney, which would have oc- 


|curred except for repeal, a divorce- 
ment bill would perhaps have been 
put through the present Minnesota 
legislature. A majority of the mem- 
bers were pledged in its favor, 
| Steffes insists. 


| Now, however, it has been decided 
that nothing is to be gained for the 
present from pushing a fight to have 
ithe law enacted, according to Steffes. 
|He points out that probably at least 
'three years would elapse before the 
|law’s provisions would become ef- 
|fective, inasmuch as the Paramount 
| Northwest circuit would be given a 
|year, or more, to divest itself of its 





/85 Minnesota theatres and then the 
|legislation would be attacked in the 


another strong incentive for the pic- | 
ture end to patch up differences with | 
the Guild. New plan supplements | 
the present basic agreement, which | 
calls for competitive bidding for the | 


Democrat, and the other, more 
drastic, by Senator Walter J. Ma- 
honey, Buffalo Republican. 

The Mahoney measure, put in ‘by | 
request,’ provides for suspension or | 


placed in the hopper, but hurriedly federal courts again, the same as in 
marshaled forces to see that it| North Dakota, consuming, perhaps, 
doesn’t come out of committee. |two additional years, with Para- 

The bill, introduced by Repre-| mount continuing to possess and 





Albany, March 14. 
Another and drastic projectionist | 
bill, introduced by Assemblyman | 
Robert J. Crews, Brooklyn Republi- 

















Tevocation of a license if equal fa- 








can, and affecting only New York 





rights, so that it could operate for 





sentative Edwin Winner, Republican, | operate the showhouses. 





| ca . , 0 : ¢ | Places a one-cent tax on each 25c.| Steffes, who believes theatre di- 
cilities to all are not extended. Such | Om). P°tor" Operators and minimum | lm-backed. [of admish to film houses legit thea- vorcement isthe industry's most 
t holdi ead — > Seeen Ser Se {training requirements for appren- | Although Robert E. Sherwood, measure in force here was killed ts hibito Pana -% al —~ ints po 
3 <~ybracbeyeny |tices, but makes it a misdemeanor | Guild president, has stated that ne- the arte administratio ™ +t oa r ah bow fee = oF as CG eo spt 
h The Andrews bill extends the pres- | 4, employ, or permit to operate, an | gotiations regarding the ‘Wharton waned wre bill will, - os . ve +i fe a 4 ‘th , eon gage 
4 sae gl on equal rights in places of | unlicensed man in any theatre or | Plan’ would proceed regardless, he deuhle ‘tax situation Me Philly for oaaiaak de distributors. "He ] i 
e Public accommodation and amuse- | place of public admission where mo- | Said that he had received informa- | (i, Council here took over the im- hopeful that divorcement will nop > 
e ment to ‘public halls and public ele- | tion pictures are exhibited, with or tion that the studios might abandon post when the state let it die and|acted in Kansas. Thus, h ‘ ints 
" Vators’ to ‘retail store. anu estab- | without charge for admittance. |their boycott of Broadway. Other) 0. jovies omslalend h : tee ewe, 3 eeceebiee wilt bea oer “rn 
: lishments’ and to ‘beauty parlors.’ Measure also asks employment of | sources indicate that two and prob- pete sg ea - ae a time ban ‘US ; teaser 
1 not less than two licensed operators | ably three film companies have de- = og a |court finally will | a can iat 
. ’ where there is more than one pro- | cided to oe mg stages Mone Nation's valida pass s g 
. jecting machine on the remises. soon as possible—this season, if they . 7 . a : ; 
> Mikado to Follow |The Sesndiieies scebeniendas bill, can find suitable scripts. cma | Injuns Appetites OK | K ees poche state legislature 
? ’ does not carry such a provision, al-| is said to be eager to back Sidney . Ang Sar out any effort to pass 
yg at N. J Astor though its effect would generally be | Kingsley’s “The Outward Room,’ with Boise, Idaho, March 14 | septace thee etka Ghat eae tania ‘a 
. " . j i . y c tig ae, AC , 4 ° e : . - 
| to require two men in the booth. the idea of a fall — os Keith-Farley, hotel man, was| Proposed additional tax on theatre 
‘The Mikado,’ film version of the | . Percentage Deals awarded $10,266 by a federal court .admissions also fell by the wayside. 
Gilbert-Sullivan opera made in} Plan Gumshoe Series Prevailing motive in this growing jury in his suit against Frank Mes- |The legislature, however, passed a 
» England, is set to follow ee | Hollywood, March 14, /|determination to get back into Broad- | cenger, Metro director, and Loew’s, | bill requiring ASCAP to register all 
into the Astor theatre, N.Y., with the Further adventures of Sherlock | W@y financing is apparently the new Ince Farley contended he fed 400 of its music played in North Dakota 
- Current pop scale prevailing for the | Holmes are plotted at 20th-Fox fol- 9d widespread trend toward per-| Indians at McCall last summer dur- | and to pay the state a three percent 
as Universal release. ‘Pygmalion,’ how-|jowing an official peek at ‘The centage film deals. Three such deais ing location scenes of ‘Northwest | tax on its revenue therefrom. 
a ever, will probably hold till Easter.| sound of the Baskervilles.’ | have been consummated within the passage’ (M-G). Defendants claimed| April 19 is the date set for the 
‘Mikado,’ with Kenny Baker, will| Basil (Sherlock) Rathbone and last few weeks, while several others | they had paid for the food and Far- adjournment of the Minnesota state 
+ sold as a special by U several | Bruce (Watson) Nigel are being con- | @F€ reported in the works. Pur- | ley was merely a supervisor. legislature. Present indications are 
‘ 


4 


Weeks after the Astor theatre en- 
agement starts. 


| sidered for the series of Conan Doyle | 


yarns. 


(Continued on page 25) 


chase of ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ in 


Appeal to San Francisco district | 
court is planned. 


that no legislation will be passed af- 


ifecting theatres. 
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Previews at Frisco Fair 
And Wash. Will Ring 
Up ‘Alex. Graham Beil’ 


Advertising campaign for ‘The 
Story of Alexander Graham Bell,’ 
first of the Cosmopolitan productions 
to be released by 20th-Fox, will reach 
23,039,849 newspaper readers through 
out the United States and Canada. 
In 20 Hearst newspapers extensive 
extra advertising will be carried on 
the picture and special co-operative 
advertising is being scheduled for 
178 newspapers in 82 key cities 
throughout the country. Advertising | 
in fan magazines will run in advance 
of the newspaper campaign. 

Opening blast in the extensive ex- 
ploitation campaign for the picture 
came from Bosten last Friday (10), 
when Don Ameche, who plays the 
lead, talked over the telephone to 
newspaper reporters in New York, 
Chicago, Washington, Albany, Syra- 





FILM SH 





By John C. Flinn 





It is only a coincidence, and perhaps shouldn’t be 
mentioned, but more old-fashioned showmanship has 
manifested itself in film distributing circles since the 
ending of the $250,000 quiz contest several weeks ago 
than during any similar period this season. 

The boys who have films to sell seem to have awak- 
ened en masse, as it were, to the necessities of bally- 
hoo on the grand scale, letting prestige and good-will 
follow in the wake of some good pictures, well ex- 
ploited. In the last analysis the industry’s standing 
with the public rests on its current boxoffice offerings. 
Most citizens homeward bound after an evening In a 
theatre are likely to appraise all films by the satis- 
factory entertainment they have just seen—and vice 
versa. 

Each of the major companies that has something 
coming which is out of the ordinary is planning its 
own greater picture season. The results in term of 
enhanced boxoffice are likely to be in proportion to 
the amount of enthusiasm generated and passed along 
to the nation’s exhibitors. These showmen, once con- 
vinced of a film’s drawing possibilities, will do the rest 
of the job with the public. But they must be shown. 

All of which is suggested by the barrage of an- 
nouncements from home-office publicity departments 
of the unusual plans in operation to make the remain- 
ing weeks of the spring season both notable and profit- 





cuse, Milwaukee, Atlanta, Baltimore, | able. There’s competition in the air, also, between the 
Detroit, Pittsburgh, San Antonio, Los | yarious exploitation divisions and the first-run show- 
Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland and | ings of some of the films will be conducted along lines 


Seattle at the same time. 

Ameche went from New York to 
Boston for the event and spoke on 
a special telephone hook-up from 5 
Exeter Place, the spot where, sixty- 
three years ago, Bell spoke his fa- 
mous words, ‘Mr. Watson, come here! 
I want you.’ 

Another exploitation stunt for ‘The 
Story of Alexander Graham Bell,’ 
is the twin preview scheduled for 
March 29, well in advance of the 
national release date of the picture, 
April 14. Previews will be held at 
the Golden Gate Expo in San Fran- 
cisco and in Constitution Hall in 
Washington, D.C. Harry Brand, stu- 
dio publicity director at 20th-Fox, 
has arranged for a special train to 
carry newspaper men and stars from 
Hollywood to San Francisco for the 
event. Heading the group of stars 
who will journey to San Francisco 
for the preview will be Don Ameche, 
Loretta Young, Henry Fonda, Sally 
Blane, Polly Ann Young and Georgi- 
ana Young, all members of the cast 
of the picture. 

Holding of the second part of the 
twin preview in Washington has a 
particular significance in that Wash- 
ington is the home of Mrs. Gilbert 
Grosvenor, daughter of Alexander 
Graham Bell, and the showing will 
be sponsored by the Grosvenor fam- 
ily, in Constitution Hall. The event 
will emphasize strongly the historical 
phase of the picture. - 


HOBBY DISPLAYS MAKE 
GOOD LOBBY DISPLAYS 


Rochester, March 14. 

Lester Pollock, managing Loew’s 
Rochester, is using a new twist on 
lobby exhibits. Advertises for hobby 
displays and then picks one that ties 
in with coming feature. 

For ‘Stagecoach’ (UA) he has a 
striking lobby exhibit including 
various types of stagecoaches in 
miniature and other forms of trans- 
portation down through streamlined 
trains. For ‘Let Liberty Ring’ he 
has lined up an extensive display of 
bells. Collections, often including 
rare and valuable items, are shown 
in locked glass cases. 





Mob Newspaper Office 
In Mystery Man Stunt 


Syracuse, March 14. 


Successful resurrection of one of 
the oldest gags in the field of pro- 
motion by Frank Murphy, Loew’s 
manager, is the current topic on the 
Syracuse rialto. Murphy enlisted the 
cooperation of a Syracuse paper in 
a hunt for “The Wasp,’ one of the 
characters in ‘Let Freedom Ring’ 
(M-G). 
barrassingly successful. 

Film-struck hunters, anxious to 
get the six $5 rewards offered by 
Murphy, beseiged the mystery man 
in such numbers down the main 
stem that on two occasions police 
were needed to straighten out the 
traffic jam. Pay-off came when a 
whole mob of searchers chased ‘The 
Wasp’ right into the office of the 
managing editor of the cooperating 
paper, where they laid siege for two 
hours. 





that may be described only as ‘bigger and better.’ 





STUDIOS ACTIVE 


Not the least constructive phase of this enlarged 
activity are the tieins which have been effected be- 
tween the Hollywood studios and their respective sales 
organizations. Too frequently the whole burden of 
these ballys has been passed along to the home office 
publicity departments with a minimum of help from 
the Coast. The newer method is to bring in the pro- 
duction forces and take complete advantage of the 
publicity dynamite inherent in screen personalities 
when displayed in group form. It isn’t a new formula, 
but it hasn’t been used of late years since Warners 
toured a special train of celebrities in connection with 
the musical, ‘Forty-Second Street.’ 


Now the special train stunt is being revived again, 
both for Warners’ ‘Dodge City’ premiere in the Kan- 
sas town on April 1, and for Paramount’s ‘Union 
Pacific,’ produced by Cecil B. DeMille, which will get 
up steam at a big celebration in Omaha on April 28. 

Anyone who ever has participated in or been 
around the edges of one of these transcontinental tours 
of film stars and notables knows the unfailing magic 
of the distant train whistle, the station platform bustle 
and the local brass band harmony to stir the expectant 
multitude. Airplanes have their own peculiar ad- 
vantages as exploitation aids, but nothing in 75 years 
has displaced the hissing of locomotive steam as a 
signal for prolonged and excited cheering, whether the 
newcomers are political candidates, Haverley’s Min- 
strels, or Hollywood personages. Brightly colored cir- 
cus cars on a railroad siding are worth their weight in 
24 sheets. 

The Dodge City and Omaha roundups are samples 
of what is coming soon. Warners also have big ex- 
ploitation plans for ‘Dark Victory’ and ‘Juarez,’ and 
Paramount wiil press down on ‘Beau Geste.’ 

In an adjacent column some space is given to the 
campaign which is planned for ‘Alexander Graham 
Bell’ (20th), and there will be emphasis also on ‘Rose 
of Washington Square’ and ‘Stanley and Livingstone,’ 
from the same studio. It can be stated in the record 
to the credit of the 20th-Fox organization that no other 
company so far this season has excelled the campaign 
for ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ 

The same may be said for the manner in which 





Metro initiated and has carried through with its 
handling of ‘Pygmalion,’ a job of intensive city by city 
exploitation which is carrying the film into top brackets 
both at the boxoffices and in rentals. Same department 
now is concentrating on ‘Ice Follies’ and preparing for 
‘Broadway Serenade’ and ‘Wizard of Oz.’ 

Latest Astaire-Rogers film, ‘The Castles,’ is getting 
the attention of the RKO exploiteers. One of the first 
signs of activity in this direction is a spread story in 
the conservative N. Y. Times (13) to the effect that 
the New York Society of Dancing Teachers is resolved 
to revive the dances created by Vernon and Irene Castle 
in pre-war days. ‘Love Affair’ (RKO) is being pushed 


* * . ' 
- i spe sing campaign) E Feese: 
by a co-operative newspaper Saver sang — | booked for simultaneous exhibition 


with first-run houses. 

Two other films on the list for unusual handling are 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (Goldwyn-UA), which will need 
plenty of pounding to get over that title, and ‘Three 
Smart Girls Grow Up’ (U), which won't. 





WATSON, MY HORSE 


Whatever queer shapes the femme Easter hats will 
assume (and they'll be plenty queer), film biz is bring- 
ing the 10-gallon chapeaux into popularity. The list 
of big-time westerns keeps growing week after week. 
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Dodge City Preparing 
Glamorous Reception 
For WB Film Premiere 


Dodge City, March 14. 

This town, which once thrilled to 
the exploits of Wild Bill Hickok and 
Bat Masterson, is getting ready for 
an invasion of film celebrities on 
April 1 in connection with the 
world’s premiere of ‘Dodge City,’ a 
new Warner film which has been 





in the three theatres on Main street. 
Festivities for visitors are being 
planned for two days. A crowd of 
10,000 is expected from the sur- 
rounding country. 

Heretofore, the closest that local 
inhabitants have been to Holly- 
wood’s glamour is during the mo- 
ments when the film greats and 
near-greats have stepped off the 
Santa Fe trains and switched their 


Starting with ‘Jesse James’ (20th), the cycle contains! watches from mountain to central 


‘The Oklahoma Kid’ (WB), ‘Union Pacific’ 


(Par),| time. 


No less than 50 stars, execu- 


‘Stagecoach’ (Wanger-UA), ‘Dodge City’ (WB) and tives and newspaper writers are ex- 


‘Man of Conquest’ (Rep). 


DeMILLE’S TITLE SWITCHES 


Comes from London the announcement that a new 
version of Sir James M. Barrie’s ‘The Admirable 
Crichton’ will be produced, starring Charles Laughton 
and Elsa Lanchester. Which brings to mind that the 
first filming of the play in the silent days was Cecil 
B. DeMille’s ‘Male and Female.’ 

DeMille’s showmanship took 
casting and story interpolations. 
was first of several films he directed with Gloria Swan- 
son and Thomas Meighan as co-stars. 
stick to conventional lines, DeMille was first of the 
early picture makers to use an insert, or cut-back, in 
the middle of a modern story. Thus, in ‘Male and 
Female,’ the two stars suddenly were transported to 
Babylon, where the prince and Christian slave fable 
is spotted. 


spectacular turns 


By what strange processes the title ‘The Admirable | 


Crichton’ became ‘Male and Female’ would astound 
present day psychologists. Ever a believer in the 
showmanship values of a good title, DeMille con- 
stantly was on the lookout for good names for films. 
He liked phrases which carried an association of ideas. 
He always felt that ‘Adam’s Rib’ was a great title, but 
his picture of that name was not one of his successes. 
Fact is, he uncovered ‘Male and Female’ as a potential 
title the same evening he found ‘Adam’s Rib,’ when 
he was reading the Book of Genesis. So “The Ad- 
mirable Crichton’ became ‘Male and Female’ (unques- 
tionably to its greater boxoffice profit) by the simple 
method of tossing away the original Barrie title and 
giving it another. It was no more subtle than that. 





IN OTHER WORDS, MORE VOOM 

Stanley Fisher, of Detroit, has a graphic manner of 
describing the new season's films as he interprets the 
announcements from the Hollywood studios. He 
writes, ‘The theatre-going public has become bored 
and is no longer interested in getting imflammation 
of the eyelids looking at the old bulldog-with-rubber- 
teeth type of yarns. The new stories that are now 
being prepared to go before the cameras are to have 
more bounce and muscle, they are to mirror the re- 
flection of modern life with its many problems, and 
by feeling the pulse of things as they are today to 
have more of a foolproof system of anticipating the 
desires of the public in entertainment.’ 





AND WIN THEATRE PASS. 





STAY MARRIED 50 YRS. | $200 in Prizes for Best 
‘Jane Arden’ Displays 





BiG CO-OP CAMPAIGN 
HYPOES “EACH OTHER’ 





The old gag proved em- | 


George Peters, manager of Loew’s 
Colonial, invited couples married 50 
years or more to be his guests at the 
showing of ‘Made for Each Other’ 
(UA), and gave a dinner to five of 
the couples at a hotel. 

More than 30 couples responded to 
the offer of free tickets. Peters’ end 
was much free publicity, stories of 
conditions facing couples about to 
marry 50 years ago and now, and 
other human interest material. 
up with Reading Times gave him 
numerous well-placed news stories. 





Stagecoach in 9-Hour 





Dash from Hub to Prov. 





Providence, March 14. 


| coach’ flickering across its screen 
| this week, but brought the real thing 
| here from Boston to mark the show’s 
|opening Friday (3). More than 800 
| persons, made aware of the fact by 
| press notices, waited at Loew’s State 
| for the coach’s arrival. 

| The coach started from Boston at 
|10 a.m. and arrived at the theatre 
‘at 6:45 p.m. where it was met by 
/Mayor John F. Collins, who was 
| given a letter from Mayor Tobin, of 
| Boston. Proceedings were aired in 
a 15-minute spot over WPRO. 


Reading, Pa., March 14. | 


Tie- | 


Loew’s State not only had ‘Stage- | 


Exhibitors will have an opportu- 
nity to cash in on $200 being given 
away by the Ward Baking Co., in 
conjunction with the national release 
of Warner Bros, ‘The Adventures of 
Jane Arden,’ featuring Rosella 
Towne. 


The baking company is sponsoring 
a display contest for theatres east 
of the Mississippi awarding cash 
prizes for the best displays tying in 
the company’s ‘Jane Arden’ radio 
program and the picture. The prizes 
will be divided into four awards of 
fifty dollars each, and theatre man- 
agers will be required to use the 
Ward’s display material, which is 
being distributed gratis to them. 

In conjunction with the tieup, the 
Ward ‘Jane Arden’ radio program 
will herald the release of the film 
with spot announcements daily over 
the NBC Blue network. 





AUTHOR TELLS HOW 
Seattle, March 14. 
For ‘Stagecoach,’ shown at Para- 
mount, Hamrick-Evergreen imported 
Ernest Haycox, the author from Hol- 
lywood. Haycox broadcast, break- 
|ing in on a Good News schedule, tell- 
|ing how he come to write the story, 
'giving some insi’e on authoring and 
|its tribulation 
| He also sp: 
Commerce lui 
i newspaper breaks foi 





a Chamber of 
getting okay 
‘Stagecoach.’ 





St. Louis, March 14. 
Because ‘Made for Each Other’ is 
a type picture that suggests commer- 
cial tieups, manager Chick Evans, 


p.a. Jimmy Harris and Bernie Evans, 
UA exploiteer, mapped out a co- 
operation campaign to attract cus- 
tomers to Loew’s. The first tieup 
they made was with the A & P gro- 
cery store chain and through it dis- 
tributed 80,000 circulars to homes 
in the West End district, the cost of 
distribution being on a 50-50 basis 
and the printing expense being borne 
by the grocery company. The next 
move was the distribution of 10,000 
special heralds attached to each of 
which was a safety pin and copy 
suggesting, ‘Pin this to your calen- 
dar so you won't miss seeing ‘Made 
for Each Other’ at Loew’s.’ 

Among several nice co-op ads, the 
best was with the Pevely Dairy Co. 
for a half-page in all three daily 
newspapers, in which a_ half-tone 
photo of Carole Lombard shared 
equal space with the dairy company’s 
health building copy. Another nice 
tieup was with the distributors of 
Kellogg Corn Flakes, 50 trucks here 
and in East St. Louis carying copy. 
Theatre paid for three days’ use of 
giant Greyhound bus that meandered 
all over the burg with 24’s plastered 
on each side. Five hundred special 
window cards also were planted in 
strategic spots. 


| 





Never one to| 





pected to attend th: film premiere. 


The Chamber of Commerce is spread- 


ing the news and, when proof is de- 
manded, a telegram from Charles 
Einfeld, advertising chief of the film 
e¢ompany, is shown as sure evidence 
that the party is on. 

Two special trains will carry 
guests to Dodge City, one leaving 


in| Hollywood the morning of March 
‘Male and Female’) 3I, the other departing fro.1 Chi- 


c. go with the New York and eastern 
contingent aboard. 

Among the visitors will be Jack 
Warner, Hal Wallis, Grad Sears, 
Charles Einfeld, Mort Blumenstock, 
Bob Taplinger and Mitchell Rawson, 
from the executive staff of the com- 
pany. Players who will be here in- 
clude Erroll Flynn, Olivia de Havil- 
land, Priscila Lane, Marlene Diet- 
rich, Ann Sheridan, Bruce Cabot, 
Anita Leuise, Margaret Lindsay, 
Victor Jory, George Brent, James 
Cagney, Jane Wyman, Rosemary 
Lane, Gale Paige, Glenda Farrell, 
Leo Carrillo, George Bancroft, Claire 
Windsor, Dorothy MacKaill, Rich- 
ard Dix and Hugh Herbert. Others 
are expected. 

Whole town will be given over to 
the premiere celebration, and invi- 
tations have been extended to state 
officials and a few national figures, 
Residents are planning to wear frone 
tier costumes, and stores and dwell- 
ings will be decorated in keeping 
with the atmosphere of pioneer days, 


PAST AND PRESENT U.P. 
TRAINS AT N. Y. FAIR 


Coincident with national release of 
Cecil B. deMille’s ‘Union Pacific’ 
set by Paramount for April 28, the 
company is getting behind a ‘Union 
Pacific’ day at the N. Y. World’s Fair 
early in May. Arangements are be- 
ing set on that now. 

The U. P. railroad is bringing east 
from Omaha for exploitation on the 
way and exhibition at the fair a 
train which will include the latest 
streamlined cars, plus a train of cars 
of the vintage of 50 years ago. The 
two types of equipment will be 
hooked into one and make numerous 
stops on the way east, as well as on 
the return west to Chicago. Train 
leaves Chicago April 30, and will 
take a different route on the return 
than taken east. 


Modernize Land Rush 
Gag for Cagney’s ‘Kid’ 


Oklahoma City, March 14. 

In both this community and nearby 
Tulsa, Irving Rubeine and Allan 
Glenn of Warner Bros.’ publicity 
staff, with Jimmy Birge of Standard 
here, and J. C. Hunter of Talbot the- 
atres in Tulsa, worked up good pro- 
motion stunts on joint world pre- 
mieres of ‘The Oklahoma Kid’ (WB). 

Locally Birge and Rubcine lined 
up everything from parades and ro- 
deos to a governor’s reception for 
Humphrey Bogart and Rosemary 
Lane, co-featured in the film. Head- 
lined was a barbecue party with 
western rodeo acts, display of equip- 
ment gathered from all over the state 
for a parade which followed, to 
which oldtime guests were invited 
by a cowboy on horseback deliver- 
ing a proclamation which declared a 
modern land rush. 
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Daughter’ -Vaude 


Chi Otherwise F air; H.0.s Scarce 








Lower Case 276, 








Chicago, March 14. 


Week got away satisfacterily, but 
Saturday brought a discouraging 
downpour that killed off plenty of 
action for the downtowners. After a 
little trouble with the censor board 
that was finally straightened out, 
‘yes, My Darling Daughter’ is headed 
for what appears no better than 
$27,000 at the Chicago, where things 
haven't been too perky during the 
past few weeks. 

Difficulty of most of the downtown 
houses here has been the inability to 
get pictures to hold up. They start 
out with a good pace, but then peter 
out after a few days. Houses like 
the United Artists and Roosevelt 
used to go four and six weeks with 
their pictures, but now one or two 
sessions are the rule, with the one- 
weekers more in evidence than_the 
fortnight kind. That is why ‘Pys- 
malion,’ now in its fifth week in the 
Apollo, is the talk of the Chicago 
trade, and ‘Gunga Din’ a marvel for 
turning in a four-weeker at the Pal- 
ace. 

After a nice first week, indications 
are that ‘Huck Finn’ will call it a 
run after the current session. ‘Stage- 
coach,’ which started out fine in the 
Roosevelt, bowed after the second 
week. 

Estimates for This “Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-75)— 
‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (5th wk.). Has 
been a great box-office item in Chi- 
cago, and is heading for excellent 
$6,000 after smash $7,200 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) and stage 
show. After national publicity on 
censor difficulties, film looks for a 
take that will be disappointing at 
$27,000. Last week, ‘Cafe Society’ 
(Par) failed to excite much trade 


at $25,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
‘Cafe Society’ (Par). Moved here 
from the Chicago, but not causing 
much stir at $4,000. Last week, ‘Mus- 
keteers’ (20th), okay $6,500. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40) —| 
‘Love from Stranger’ (RKO) and ‘1} 
Am Convict’ (WB), plus vaude. Fair 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Woman Again’ 
(Col) and ‘Next Time Marry’ (RKO), 
okay $14,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-75)— 
‘Honest Man’ (U) and vaude, with! 
Doris Rhodes. House again comes | 
through with a good box-office mark 
to very satisfying $22,000. Holds 
Over. Last week, ‘Wharf’ (RKO) 
and vaude, good enough $16,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Wings Navy’ (WB). Came in on 
Saturday (11), preceded by big ad 
Space in the Hearst sheets. Fair pace 
despite rain, and looks for $13,000 on 
the session. Last week, ‘Stagecoach’ 
(UA) finished good two-weeker with 
$11,000, okay. 

: State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 

Off Record’ (WB) and vaude. Will 
manage $13,500, all right. Last week, 
New York Sleeps’ (20th), $13,700. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—Huck Finn’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.). Slipping to $11,000 after click 
$16,200 during the initial stanza. 

Each Other’ (UA) next. 


LAUGHTON AT $9,200, 








NIFTY IN MILWAUKEE 





Milwaukee, March 14. 
Top grosser this stanza is the 
‘Beachcomber’ at the Palace, which 


is making up for several weeks of | 


below average biz at that house. If 
summery weather lasts out the week, 
all downtowners are in line for a 
general upturn in biz. 

Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ after 
10 days at the Warner, shifted to the 
Strand for a final week and is doing 
favorably, while the Wisconsin is 
ns.g. with ‘Wife, Husband, Friend’. 
Critics judged it too arty and cus- 
tomers are staying away. 

Estimates for This Week 


Little (Indie) (1,050; 35-50)—‘Scar- 
let Pimpernel’ (UA). Sighting poor 


vr 


(WB) and ‘Honest Man’ (U), finished 
10 days to big $10,400. 

Wisconsin (Fox-Wisconsin) (2,800; 
35-50)—Wife, Husband’ (20th) and 
‘Ambush’ (Par). Only so-so $8,700. 
Last week, ‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) 
and ‘Flirting Fate’ (M-G), profitable 
$9,000. 


‘DAUGHTER’ 156 
SETS PACE. 
DETROIT 


Detroit, March 14. 
Bally stemming from N. Y. cen- 
sorship of ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
ter,’ and Detroit’s subsequent okay- 
ing of it, is giving film a _ boost 
for its initial showing here at the 








Michigan. 
much trouble, coupled with ‘Let Us 
Live,’ 


Will lead town without 


despite return of slippery 
weather. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Charlie Chan’ (20th) and “Arizona 
Wildcat’ (20th). Good $5,300. Last 
week ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
(2d run), coupled with ‘Peck’s Bad 
Boy’ (RKO), okay $4,400 following 
great $9,800 first stanza, after two 
big sessions at Fox. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 

65)—‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) plus 
stage show. Poor $12,000. Last 
week ‘Honest Man’ (U) and vaude, 
good $23,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) 
and ‘Let Us Live’ (Col). Censorship 
bally hypoing to okay $15,000. Last 
week ‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and ‘Boy 
Trouble’ (Par), fair $12,500. 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Stagecoach’ (UA) 
(2d run) and ‘Torchy Blane China- 


town’ (WB). Former film moved 
here from United Artists. Good 
$9,000. Last week ‘Wings Navy’ 


(WB) (2d run) and ‘Prison Without 
Bars’ (UA), fair $5,500. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65) — ‘Freedom Ring’ 
(M-G). Bad at $8,000. Last week 
‘Stagecoach’ (UA), $10,000. 


‘Daughter’-Vaude 956, 
‘Each Other’-Let Live’ 
$8,000, Indpls. Steady 


Indianapolis, March 14. 

Grosses are steady without being 
exceptionally strong in any particu- 
lar instance. ‘Made for Each Other’ 
and ‘Let Us Live’ on a dual at Loew’s 
is registering a tidy profit, while 
‘Little Princess’ and ‘Everybody’s 
Baby’ are proving similarly satisfac- 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of March 16 

Astor — ‘Pygmalion’ 
(15th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Ice Follies of 1939’ 
(M-G). - 

(Reviewed in Variety, March 8) 

Criterion — ‘Fast and Loose’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 

Globe — ‘Blackwell’s Island’ 
(WB) (3d wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Love Affair’ 
(RKO). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) | 

Paramount — ‘King of China- 
town’ (Par) (15). 

Rivoli — ‘Three Smart Girls 
Grow Up’ (U) (17). 

Roxy—‘Little Princess’ 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 

Week of March 23 

Astor — ‘Pygmalion’ 

(16th wk). 


Capitol — ‘Ice Follies of 1939’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 


(M-G) 





(20th) 


(M-G) 


Globe — ‘Blackwell's Island’ 
(WB) (4th wk). 

Music Hall — ‘The Castles’ 
(RKO) (23). 

Paramount — ‘I’m from Mis- 


souri’ (Par) (22). 


Rialto — ‘Risky Business’ 
(U) (22), 

Rivoli — ‘Three Smart Girls 
Grow Up’ (U) (2d wk). 


Roxy—‘Hound of Baskervilles’ 
(20). 


Strand—‘You Can’t Get Away 
with Murder (WB) (24). 


TEMPLE $7,500, 
‘CULVER’ NG 
PITT 








Pittsburgh, March 14. 

Several pix are handing in husky 
grosses. Shirley Temple swinging 
back into b. o. high again in ‘Little 
Princess’ at Fulton and getaway pres- 
ages run that should carry house 
right into Easter Week and ‘East Side 
of Heaven.’ 

At Stanley, Benny Goodman is giv- 
ing ‘Fast and Loose’ neat hitch but 
against bad week-end weather break 
will have to hustle to pass Artie 
Shaw’s figure of previous session. 
‘Honolulu’ swinging the Penn well 
into the black and should finish 
house well above danger mark. Major 
disappointment is ‘Spirit of Culver’ 
at Alvin with Cooper-Bartholomew 
starrer doing way below average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Culver’ (U). Management and ex- 
change worked out a good enough 
campaign, tying in with military or- 
ganizations and school alumni, but 
nobody’s buying. Will be lucky to 
get $4,800 and that’s in the doghouse. 
Last week, ‘Wife, Husband’ (20th), 





tory as a twin bill at the Indiana. 


sorship tangles, ‘Yes, 
Daughter’ is pulling along a vaude 
program at the Lyric to an okay 
take. ‘Spirit of Culver.’ exploited 
along local lines due to location 
scenes in the film, is faring mildly at 
the Circle on a double bill with ‘So- 
ciety Smugglers.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Wharf’ (RKO) and ‘12 Hours’ 
(RKO). One of the lowest first run 
grosses this house has had at $1,200. 
Last week ‘Happened One Night’ 
(Col) and ‘Mr. Deeds’ (Col) (re- 
vivals), lightweight $2,200. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) 
40)—‘Culver’ (U) and ‘Society Smug- 





$3,000. Last week, ‘Old Drury’ (GB), 
mild $3,300. 

Palace (Fox-Wisconsin) (2,400; 35- 
50)—‘Beachcomber’ (Par) and ‘Boy 
Trouble’ (Par). British film is grab- 


bing swell returns and will hit nifty | (20th), fairly good $6,100, eight days. | 


$9,200. Last week, ‘Cafe Society’ 
(Par) and 


‘Tom Sawyer’ (Par), 
500, okay. 4 


Riverside (Indie) (2,800; 25-30-35) 
—'Pirates Skies’ (U) and Happy Fel- 
ons orch on stage. Combo insures 


800d $10,500. Last week, ‘Homicide | 
ureau’ (Col) and vaude, $9,000, fair. | 


Strand (Fox-Wisconsin) (900; 35- 
50) — ‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) and 
King Underworld’ (WB). Getting 
excellent $6,300. Last week, ‘Pygma- 


lion’ (M-G) and ‘Moto’s Warning’ 
(20th), good $6,000. . 
Warner (WB) (2,400; 35-50) — 


Stagecoach’ (UA) and ‘Nancg Drew’ 
(WB). Much bally and newspaper 
ink is helping this dual to hefty 
$8,600. Last week, ‘Darling Daughter’ 


glers’ (U). Former pic given special 
premiere locally with visiting dele- 
gations from Culver military acad- 
lemy near here as guests. Results 
itepid at $5.000. Last week, ‘Wife. 
| Husband’ (20th) and ‘Inside Story’ 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Little Princess’ (20th) and 
| ‘Everybody's Baby’ (20th). At $6,700. 
| okay. Last week, 


| (Par) and ‘Boy Trouble’ (Par), mild | 


| $4.500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2.400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Each Other’ (UA) 
(Col). Clicking neatly at $8,000. 
|Last week, ‘Topper’ (UA) and ‘Dra- 
| matic School’ (M-G), good $7.100. 
| Lyrie (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Dacling Daughter’ (WB) and vaude 
| with Nick Lucas. 
credit for a good $9,500. due to news- 
| paper stories of New York’s censor- 
|shio. Last week, ‘Secret Service 
| (WB) and Benny Goodman band. 
1 $15,700, excellent. 


Aided by talk of New York’s cen- | 
My Darling | 


(2,600: 25-30- | 


‘Cafe Society’ | 


and ‘Let Live’ | 


, 


pretty good $7,000 in eight days. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Little Princess’ (20th). Kid trade 
jamming the mats, and also getting 
strong night attention. Headed for 
around $7,500, plenty good here and 
indicates run that should easily ex- 
tend to three weeks. Last week, 


‘Honest Man’ (U) got three days in | 
third week and drew $2,500 for ab- | 


breviated session, giving film better 
than $15,000 in 17 days, big. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Honolulu’ (M-G). Should have no 
trouble hitting $14,000, and that’s 


ent. Last week, ‘Darliny Daughter’ 
(WB) only so-so at $11.800. 

Senator (Harris) (1.800; 25-40)— 
‘Can't Take It’ (Col) (reissue) and 
| ‘Ferdinand’ (RKO). House has been 
| strapped for product lately and push- 
| ing out as many reissues as possible. 
| Present combo has an edge following 





|; Academy awards, and may connect | 


| for $2.000. fair. Last week, ‘Imita- 
| tion of Life’ (U) and ‘Lloyds of Lon- 
don’ (20th) yanked after three days. 
| with ‘Woman Doctor’ (Rep) and 
| ‘Mystery Plane’ (Mono) getting the 
other four. Under $1,500 for both 
| sets on the seven days. 

| Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-40-60)— 
i‘Fast and Loose’ (M-G) and Benny 
|Goodman band. Same story 
swing outfits here. Big 
biz. and then just fair at night. Mat 
|trade, however. still big enouch to 
laccount for $21,000. Last week. 
|‘Paris Honevmoon’ (Par) and Artie 


Pie given bulk of | Shaw, $23,800. 


| Warner (WB) (2.000: 25-40)—‘Four 
!Girls’ (M-G) and ‘Persons Hiding’ 
(Par). 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO), on h. o. from 
Penn, good $6,000. 


| Strand Friday 


| their 


satisfactory, and more, here at pres- | 


with | 
afternoon | 


At $3.800. ns.g. Last week. | 


Rain, Snow Swamp 


Bway B.0.s; 


Cagney-Osborne Nice 366, Temple 
OK 456, but Freedom’ Sad 186 





Rain and snow over the weekend 
did the Broadway theatres no good, 
but hadn’t the weather been what it 
was, it’s doubtful just how much 
good most of the attractions would 
be doing at the boxoffice anyway. 
Allowing for the normal drop when 





| snow flies or rain falls, the dip this | 


week is still too severe generally. 
‘Oklahoma Kid,’ brought into the 
(10) when Will Os- | 
borne and Sheila Barrett started on | 
holdover, is bucking 
rather sturdily at $36,000, or a bit 
over, while ‘Little Princess,’ at the 
Roxy, is doing enough at $45,000 to 
warrant a holdover. Irving Lesser, | 
who operates the Roxy, is encour- 
aged by the fact that the Temple 
picture is getting night business. A 
stronger stage show with the Cagney 
picture at the Strand would no doubt 
have helped there. Holdover of Os- 


things | 


| ‘Spirit of Culver’ (U). 





borne and Miss Barrett leaves most 
of the burden of draw on Cagney, 
good in view of the circumstances. 


week, the Osborne-Barrett show 
maining a third. 

Paramount is changing pictures 
today in the middle of the Chick 
Webb-Ella Fitzgerald stage show, in 
for two weeks. House threw out 
‘Never Say Die’ last night Tuesday, 
and today substitutes ‘King of China- 
town.’ A gross of $32,500 with ‘Die’ 
is credited largely to Webb and Miss 
Fitzgerald. This is a little profit. 
With the aut down on the second 
, week of the stage show, plus the 
new picture, there is a chance the 
house may pick up momentum on 
the holdover of Webb and Miss Fitz- 
gerald. New acts of Chuck and 
| Chuckles and Jigsaw Jackson are 
| being added to the pit show today 
(Wednesday). 

‘Stagecoach,’ which got $83,000 last 
week, its first, will be about $64,000 
on the holdover, a small profit, and 
house opens ‘Love Affair’ tomorrow 
(Thursday). 

Away down in receipts are the 
Capitol and Rivoli. Former with 
Let Freedom Ring’ doesn’t look as 
much as $18,000, while the Rivoli, 
with ‘Spirit of Culver,’ in spite of a 
good ad campaign put on by John 
Wright, is under $10,000 on the week. 
Culver’ is being retained two days 
more, however, in order that Friday 
a7) may be the opening day for 
Three Smart Girls Grow Up.’ 

Brighter spots are the Globe, on 
second week of ‘Blackwell’s Island,’ 
and the Criterion with ‘Fast and 
Loose.’ ‘Blackwell’s’ soared to $19,- 
500 last week (lst) and is holding 
up stoutly for a possible $12,000. It 
goes a third. ‘Fast and Loose’ is 
staying a second week at the Cri- 
terion On the strength of $10,000 the 
first seven days. 

_ Rialto’s ‘Saint Strikes Back’ ended 
its week last night (Tuesday) at 
$7,000, oke, and is being replaced to- 
day (Wednesday) by two re-issues, 
‘Star at Midnight’ and ‘Lost Patrol.’ 

The second-run State is in sad 
shape at what appears $13,500 tops 
with ‘Topper Takes Trip’ and Kitty 
Carlisle. This represents consider- 
able red for the house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (1,012; 25-40-55-65) — ‘Pyg- 
malion’ (M-G) (14th wk). Still good, 
| possibly $10,000 this week. The prior 
| stanza (13th), $11,000. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) — 
| ‘Let Freedom Ring’ (M-G). No ac- 
| tion from this one, indications point- 
| ing to no more than $18,000. Last 
| week, ‘Huckleberry Finn’ (M-G), 

also a severe disappointer, under 


$17,000. 

| Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55) — ‘Fast 
| and Loose’ (M-G). Doing over aver- 
|} age here at likely $10,000 and is 
| holding over. Last week, ‘Persons in 
| Hiding’ (Par), $6,500, not so good. 

| Globe (1,274: 25-40-55) — ‘Black- 
well’s Island’ (WB) (2d wk). Re- 
| mains solid at probable $12,000 this 
| week and stays third. Last week, 
the house packed ‘em to the rafters 
| to come out with $19,500, new high 
under grind nclicy in effect here 
around five years. 
may be encouraged to supply Harry 
Brandt with better product after see- 
ing what this picture is doing here. 














Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘You 
Can't Cheat Honest Man’ (U) (2d 
run) and ‘Grand Illusion’ (World) 


(2d run), doubled. Open here today 
(Wed.). ‘Tail Spin’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘Everybody’s Baby’ (20th) (1st 
run), on six days, $6,800, mild. 


‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (2d run) on nine | 


days got $10,500. 


Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘King of Chinatown’ (Par). Opens | 
| here today (Wed.), while Chick 


| Webb and Ella Fitzgeralc, with new 
acts added to the pit show, begin a 
second (final) week. ‘Never 


profit. Picture was changed in order 
| to protect the holdover of the stage 
show. The second week of ‘Cafe So- 


| ‘Oklahoma Kid’ will hold a second | 


ciety’ and Hal Kemp-Tony Martin 
combination was $35,000, good. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Stagecoach’ (UA) 
and stage show (2d-final wk). Gets 
by at $64,000 on the holdover, after 
pulling out $83,000 the first week, 
good for Lent and in view of fact 
this isn’t a woman’s picture. ‘Love 


Affair’ (RKO) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Rialto (750;- 25-40-55) — ‘Saint 
Strikes Back’ (RKO). Reissues of 


‘Star at Midnight’ (RKO) and ‘Lost 
Patrol’ (RKO) today (Wed.) replaces 
this one after getting $7,000 on week 
ending last night (Tues.). In ahead, 
‘Secret Service of Air’ (WB), got 
$5,800, not so forte. 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99) — 
Finished if 
first week last night (Tues.) at under 
$10,000, very disappointing, but is 
being carried two additional days, 
with “Three Smart Girls Grow wu» 
(U) due Friday (17). Final four 
days on third week of ‘Can’t Cheat 
Honest Man’ (U) was $5,000, mild. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75) — ‘Little 
Princess’ (20th) and stage show. Set- 
ting nothing on fire, but doing all 


Te-\ right at $45,000 and will be held a 
| second week. The holdover of ‘Wife, 
Husband and Friend’ 


(20th) slipped 


to $28,800, at which house just 
skinned through. 

| State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Topper 
| Takes Trip’ (UA) (2d run) and 


| vaudeville topped by Kitty Carlisle. 
| House is reaching for the aspirin this 
| week, with the gross looking only 
| about $13,500, red. Biz this poor is 
very rare here. Last week, ‘Shining 
Hour’ (M-G) 
Berle, $22,000, good. 

Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) (1st wk) and 
Will Osborne, plus Sheila Barrett 
and others (2d wk). Cagney credited 
with vast majority of the business, 
good at $36,000 or better, but it’d be 
more with better support from the 
stage. Picture holds as does Os- 
borne and Miss Barrett. Last week, 
first for this stage bill and second 
for ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(WB), on six days, $22,500, good. 


‘Blues’ Dual 8/46, 
‘Daughter’ Slight 
$5,500, Omaha Off 


Omaha, March 14. 











Say | 
| Die’ (Par) and first seven days of | 
Webb and Miss Fitzgerald, ending | 
|last night (Tues.), $32,500, a small | 


Grosses feeling the affects of damp 
and sloppy weather with flu and 
colds eating into receipts. 

Even ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 
backed by a week of front page 
splurges as a result of censorship 
difficulties, is hitting below expec- 
tations at the Brandeis with a $5,500. 
The film is single featured which 
might explain the drop somewhat, 
although all big blows at house have 
been singled in recent months. _ 

‘St. Louis Blues’ dualed with 
‘Devil's Island’ is setting the pace at 
ithe city’s biggest house, the Or- 
|pheum, with $8,500. ‘Let Freedom 
| Ring’ is clanging a good $7,500 at 
|the Omaha with ‘Four Girls in 
White’ as the second. 

Estimates for This Week 


Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (950-810-650; 10-25)—‘Sweet- 
hearts’ (M-G) and ‘Heart of North’ 





(WB), dual, split with ‘Dramatie 
School’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific Liner’ 
(RKO). Fine $2,500. Last week, 


‘Artists and Models’ (Par) and ‘Go- 
ing Places’ (WB), dual, split with 
‘Say French’ (Par), ‘Storm’ (U), and 
| ‘King Alcatraz’ (Par), tripler, $2,000, 
| fair. 

| "Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
| 25-35-40)—‘Darling Daughter’ (WB). 





| Okay $5,500 but not up to expecta- 


i tions. Last week, ‘Blondie’ (Col) and 


Warner Bros. | ‘Let Live’ (Col), $5,000. 


| Omaha (Blank) (2,200; 10-25-40)— 
|‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and ‘Four 
|Girls’ (M-G). Pleasing $7,500. Last 
| week, ‘Trade Winds’ (UA) and ‘Girl 
| Downstairs’ (M-G) $7,000, nice. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
| —‘St. Louis Blues’ (Par) and ‘Devil’s 
|Island’ (WB). Good $8,500. Last 
| week, ‘Duke West Point’ (UA) and 
Jan Garber, smash $18,000. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
|—‘Lone Star Pioneers’ (Col), ‘Sharp- 
| shooters’ (20th), and ‘Stand Accused’ 
(Rep), tripler, all first runs, split 
with ‘Sundown Prairie’ (Mon), 
‘Heart North’ (WB), and ‘Say 
French’ (Par), tripler. Fair $1,600. 
Last week, ‘Sunset Trail’ (Par), first 
run, ‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB), and ‘Con- 
vict’s Code’ (Mon), first run, tripler, 
split with ‘Prairie Justice’ (U), first 
|run, ‘Artists and Models’ (Par), and 
| ‘Going Places’ (WB), tripler, $1,809 
good. 


(2d run) and Milton, 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Wednesday, March 15, 1939 

















Dauchter’-Kyser, $40,000, Record 


Cleve. Draw Despite Conventions 











Cleveland, March 14. 


Not only is the national bowling 
convention pulling theatregoers into 
Lakeside Hall, but Arena is hurting 
more with its ‘Silver Skates Carni- 
val,’ a charity stunt sponsored by 
the Press, which lured ancther 10,- 
000 last Friday. For a third head- 
ache, Gene and Glenn, local radio 
faves, are guest-starring in annual 
Food Show. Latter event is cutting | 
into femme trade drastically, catch- | 
ing 12,000 on opening and promising | 
a new record. 

Even against all this competish 
Kay Kyser and ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter’ are steaming to a red-hot 
$40,000. Combo drained every other 
house of its cream over the week- 
end and is on its way toward nearly 
doubling the gross of rival houses. 

‘Cafe Society’ in State next door 
is getting overflow from Palace, but 
sill won't have anythiig more than 
its nose above the water. ‘Beach- 
comber’ is in the same boat at Hipp 
and, despite raves, will have trouble 
in keeping up with State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- | 
35)—‘Risky Business’ (U) and ‘Prof. | 
Mamlock’ (Indie). Anti-Nazi film is 
getting phenomenal reaction .from 
polyglot nabe to $4,000, swell. Last 
week, ‘Homicide Bureau’ (Col) and 
‘Gambling Ship’ (U) satisfactory, 
$1,700. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Spirit of Culver’ (U). Originally 
set for Palace, but shifted here with 
short build-up. Good $4,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ 
(RKO), nice $3,000 on third session. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Beachcomber’ (Par). Getting the 
class play as result of week’s best 
notices, but not hefty enough for 
more than $12,000. Last week, 
‘Wings Navy’ (WB), $8,000, bad. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) plus Kay 
Kyser’s band. It’s Kyser’s first vaude 
appearance here, and with six-per- 
day, he’s shooting past Benny Good- 
man’s record and the Mae West 
mark. Terrific $40,000 sighted. Last 
week, ‘Great Man’ (RKO) and Eddy 
Duchin’s band, smart $18,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Cafe Society’ (Par). Ordinary 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Stagecoach’ 

(UA), $16,000, fine. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Stagecoach’ (UA) on shift-over 
from the State. Doing better here, 
comparatively, with $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Fast and Loose’ (Par), pleas- 
ant $5,000. 


‘Pyg’ $15,000, Temple 
836, but Baltimore’s 
B.0. Weak at Night 


Baltimore, March 14. 
Smart handling of ‘Pygmalion’ at 
Loew’s Century, sending that house 


into commanding lead after reserved 
seat opening Wednesday (8) night. 
Rest of deluxers going along un- 
eventfully with ‘Little Princess,’ at 
the New, holding a strong daytime 


pace. 
‘Blackwells 











Keith’s rushed in 
Island’ yesterday (Monday) after six 
days of tepid takings for ‘Spirit of 
Culver.’ ee downtowners still cry- 
ing the night time blues. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 


25-40)—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G). Special 
opening and adroit exploitation 
Sor up town’s leading gross of 
15,000, st here in moons. Last 


ao ‘Each Other’ (UA) $10,800, 
ne, 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,250; 


15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Blondie’ (Col) 
lus vaude. Just fair at $11,000. 
ast week, ‘Beauty for Asking’ 
(RKO) behind strong vaude lineup 
headed by Vincent Lopez, Patricia 
Ellis and Abbott and Costello, 
breezed in with satisfying $14.400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 15- 
25-35-40 )—‘Blackwells Island’ (WB). 
Opened yesterday (Monday) after 
six days of mild reaction to ‘Spirit 
of Culver’ (U) at $3,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558: 15-25-35- 
55)—'Little Princess’ (20th). Main- 
taining healthy daytime momentum 
toward $8,500. Last week, second of 
‘Wife. Husband’ (20th), added fair 
$4,900 to okay opening, $7,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Darling Daughter’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Holding up in steady fashion 
to $5,500 after strong initial take of 





SHOCKER HULL 


. Hollywood, March 14. 
‘Miracles for Sale’ is the first of a 
series of mystery shockers to be di- 
rected by Tod Browning at Metro, 
featuring Henry Hull. 
Shooting starts Monday (20), with 
Joe Cohn producing. 


- 
a 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
.. oo! Serre $264,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
re) RP Aer $280,200 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


TEMPLE $12,300 
IN 2K. C. SPOTS 


Kansas City, March 14. 
Rash of double bills has broken 
out this week, although tendency 
has been away from such policy. 
Newman and Esquire, both habitual- 
ly using single films, currently show- 
ing duals and with only mild re- 














| sults. 


Orpheum with a holdover of ‘Dar- 
ling Daughter’ and Uptown with 
new Temple release are the only 
single houses among first runs. Mid- 
land and Tower are set up on 
doubles as regular policy. 

‘Little Princess’ at Uptown and at 
Tower giving good account of itself 
as is ‘Huck Finn’ at Midland. 

Vogue, foreign film outlet, moved 
in ‘Tales of Vienna Woods’ Friday 
to replace ‘Grand Illusion,’ which 
was expected to hold out for several 
weeks, but wound up with less than 
three-week run. New film here and 
flock of double bills makes nine new 
pieces of product along theatre row, 
tops in numbers during past several 
years. 

Rain Friday and Saturday broke 
into week-end takes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Down in Arkansaw’ (Rep) 
and ‘Inside Story’ (20th). First dual 
since house was made deluxe outlet 
last fall. Biz mediocre at $3,000. 
Last week ‘Honest Man’ (U) (2d wk) 
fair, $3,300. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—Huck Finn’ (M-G) and ‘Whisper- 
ing Enemies’ (Col). Pulling very 
well at $11,500. Last week ‘Each 
Other’ (UA) and ‘North of Shang- 
hai’ (Col) $10,000, good enough, 
though not buxom. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 


25-40)—‘Devil’s Island’ (WB) and 
‘Off Record’ (WB). First double bill 
here in several months. Mild $5,500. 


Last week, ‘Cafe Society’ (Par) in 
a likable groove at $6,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Good $4,500 following opening week’s 
$7,500. 

Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
25-40)—‘Little Princess’ (20th) and 
‘Fighting Thoroughbreds’ (Rep). 
Good $8,500. Last week ‘Wife, Hus- 
band’ (20th) and ‘Gambling Ship’ 
(U) nice $7,000. 

Uptown (Fox Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Little Princess’ (20th). 
Strong $4,000. Last week ‘Wife, 
Husband’ (20th) $3,600, okay. 


‘BENGAL’-VAUDE $7,000 
IN DROWSY MONTREAL 


Montreal, March 14. 

Houses suffering from Lent, with 
local hockey scramble biting deep 
into cash amusement funds. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (3d wk). Still 
clicking for okay $6,000 after socko 
$8,500 second stanza. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Honolulu’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. Meade’ 
(Col). So-so $4,000. Last week, 
‘Made Criminal’ (WB) and ‘Comet 
Broadway’ (WB), mediocre $4,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Storm Bengal’ (Rep) and Dave Ap- 
ollon revue. Last week of vaude, 
with promise of calibre of K and 
admish unchanged. House will likely 
close for summer. Currently click- 
ing for good $7,000. Last week, 
‘Hard to Get’ (WB) and Rachel Car- 
ley, n.s.h., $6,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
“Wings Navy’ (WB) and ‘Torchy in 
Chinatown’ (WB). At $2,500, poor. 
Last week, ‘Stand Up’ (M-G) and 
‘Girl Downstairs’ (M-G), so-so, 
$2,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Stagecoach’ (UA). Shaping for 
good $3,500. Last week, ‘King Turf’ 
(UA) and ‘Pride Navy’ (Rep) 
yanked Thursday (9) after less than 
$1,000, bad. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Le Patriote’ (3d wk). 
Looks set for good $1,500 after very 








| nice $2,00f second session. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 20- 
34)—‘Prisons Femmes’ and 
gousse.’ Lent not denting this house 
any and should gross $6,500, very 
good. Last week, ‘Tarakhanova’ and 
‘Champion de France,’ $6,000, 


‘Gar- | 


‘Huck’ 4G, ‘Daughter’ 


$4,300 Lead Lincoln 


Lincoln, March 14. 

‘Huck Finn’ and ‘Darling Daughter’ 
got away strong for a nip and tuck 
b.o. scramble, while rest of the town 
is doing moderate to average. 

Opening date on the Nebraska 
(formerly Orpheum) has been defi- 
nitely set for the 29th. This house 
will take the Stuart’s ‘A’ and single 
feature policy, causing shift of Lin- 
coln’s duals to the Stuart and the 
| Lincoln becoming a dual-splitter. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750; 
10-15)—‘Ride Cowgirl’ (GN) and 
|‘Penrod’ (WB), split with ‘Home On 
‘Range’ (Rep) and ‘Titans of Deep’ 
(GN). Fair $800. Last week, ‘When 
|Born’ (WB) and ‘Harvest Moon’ 
| (Rep), split with ‘Sundown Prairie’ 
'(Mono) and ‘Accidents Happen’ 
(WB), $800, so-so. 
| Liberty (NTI-Noble) (1,000; 10-15- 





295)—Blondie’ (Col) and ‘Homicide 
Bureau’ (Col). Better than average 
$1.500. Last week, ‘Girls’ School’ 


| (Col) and ‘North of Shanghai’ (Col), 
| slim $1,100. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
| 25-35) —Tail Spin’ (20th). Standing 
|alone after long strings of duals. Not 
| bad $2,900. Last week, ‘Young Heart’ 
| (UA) with Alano Dass on stage, good 


Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
| 40)—‘Huck Finn’ (M-G). Very_nice 
$4,300. Last week, ‘Freedom Ring’ 
(M-G), $2,900, very bad 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 
35) — ‘Darling Daughter’ (WB). 
| Heading for $4,300, very fancy. Last 
| week, second for ‘Stagecoach’ (UA), 
| $2,600, okay. 


HONEST MAN’ 
SOLO 166, 
D.C. 


Washington. March 14. 

Balmy weather had boys plenty 
worried about early spring sending 
‘em scurrying onto the highways, 
but sudden return of cold and rain 
dumped the weekend biz right back 
in their laps. 

‘You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man,’ 
which bowed in Thursday night (9), 
is giving Keith’s twice its average 
gross and is taking proportionate 
edge off other major spots, leaving 
’em okay, but far from big. Result 
is that Fields-McCarthy pic, playing 
a straight pic spot; ‘Oklahoma Kid,’ 
playing with James Barton p.a., and 
‘Fast and Loose,’ with John Boles 
p.a., are all battling about even in 
gross, 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40- 
66)—‘Fast and Loose’ (M-G) and 
vaude headed by John Boles. Combo 
aiming at fair $16,000. Last week, 
‘Huck Finn’ (M-G) and Frank Al- 
bertson p.a., nice $20,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Trade Winds’ (UA) (2d run). Ke- 
peat after okay wee:: at Palace hit- 
ting average $4,500. Last week, 
‘Idiot’ (M-G) (2d run), after two big 
weeks at Palace, okay $4,000. 

Earle £WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) and vaude 
headed by James Barton. Should 
see good enough $15,000. Last week, 
‘Darling Daughter’ (WB), good $17,- 


wn 








500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Honest Man’ (U). Bowed Thursday 
night (9) and long build-up of 


Fields-McCarthy feud, plus hefty 
bally, shoving it toward beautiful 
$16,000. Last. week, ‘Spirit of Cul- 
ver’ (U) wallowed with weak $5,000. 
Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col) (revival). Brought 
back after Academy Award bally. 
Opened cold Monday (7) and built 
to nice $5,500. ‘Darling Daughter’ 
(WB) (2d run) bowed today. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 
‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (2d wk). Getting 
_ $11,000. Last week swell $21,- 


K. C.’s 1st-Run Situash 
Becomes Quite Complex 


Kansas City, March 14, 

With the change of policy in the 
Fox Tower, the first-run situation 
here is developing several new an- 
gles. Tower is playing bigger films 
double feature, while first Tower fea- 
ture is playing day-and-date in the 
| Uptown solo. This is in contrast to 
|former set up, which had top re- 
leases day-and-date in Esquire and 
| Uptown. ta 

Esquire continues thts far as a 
| first-run, but is expected to become 











/a moveover spot for the holdover 
,films from the Tower and Uptown. 
Esquire seats 820 to the Tower’s 2,050 
| and Uptown’s 1,200, 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
WE WOOK... cckaccees $1,556,800 
(Based on 26 cities, 178 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N.Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
> - Serer $1,536,600 
(Based on 23 cities, 160 theatres) 


PYG DUAL 346, 














2 HUB HOUSES: 


Boston, March 14. 

‘Pygmalion,’ on double bill with 
‘Let Us Live’ is the high scorer this 
week, jamming the Loew houses. 
‘Honest Man,’ dualled with ‘Beauty 
for Asking’ is also hefty. 

Otherwise the grosses are medium; | 
and snowstorms over the weekend 
generally slowed down the pace. 

Joe Dinneen, local newspaperman, 
wrote basic story for ‘Let Us Live,’ 
and this is getting some exploitation. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Navy Secrets’ (Mono) and ‘Homicide 
Bureau’ (Col), dual, plus vaude, for 
four days; and ‘Kentucky’ (20th) and 
‘Up River’ (20th) (3d run), double, 
for three’days. Satisfactory $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Smashing Spy Ring’ 
(Col) and ‘Silver Sage’ (Par), dou- 
ble, plus vaude, four days; and 
“Thanks Everything’ (20th) and 
‘Torchy Man’ (WB), dual, three days, 





0. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—Wife, Husband’ (20th) and 
‘King Underworld’ (WB). Tepid 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Tail Spin’ (20th) 
and ‘Flirting Fate’ (M-G), $6,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Honest Man’ (U) and 
‘Beauty for Asking’ (RKO). Getting 
good response at $17.000. Last week, 
‘Little Princess’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
‘Saint Strikes Back’ (RKO), good 
$13,000 on six days. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and 
‘Pacific Liner?’ (RKO), Heading to- 
ward slushy $11,500. Last week, 
‘Stand Up’ (M-G) and ‘Fast and 
Loose’ (M-G). very good $23,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) and ‘Let 
Live’ (Col). Very big $19,000 on the 
way. Last week, ‘Topper’ (UA) and 
‘Four Girls’ (M-G). limp $12,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) and 
‘King Underworld’ (WB). Soft at 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Tail Spin’ (20th) 
and ‘Flirting Fate’ (M-G). $8,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—Wings Navy’ (WB) and ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ (Par) (both 2d run). Fair 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Jesse James’ 
(20th) (3d run) and ‘Woman Doctor’ 
(Rep) (1st run), $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) and ‘Let Live’ 
(Col). Very good $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Topper’ (UA) and ‘Four Girls’ 
(M-G), n.s.h. $9,000. 


REP’S 5-WEEK STYMIE 
FROM LACK OF YARNS 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Shortage of stories caused a five- 
week production slow-down at Re- 
public, with only one serial and two 
westerns on the shooting schedule. 
A payless holiday and reorganiza- 
tion of the producer setup were or- 
dered by Herbert Yates, board chair- 
man, 
Grainger, sales chief, and Moe J. Sie- 
gal, production head. 


Closing of Minnesota 
Improving Mpls. B. 0. 


Minneapolis,.March 14. 

Paramount Northwest circuit’s 
downtown Minneapolis and St. Paul 
theatres have been on a profitable 
basis since the abandonment of the 
4,200-seat Minnesota here, it is 
learned. Heavy losses from the 
Minnesota operation wiped out what- 
ever profits accrued from the other 
loop houses. Moreover, since the 
Minnesota was unloaded and has 
been kept dark, trade has improved 
at the other situations. 

_More than six weeks have elapsed 
since the Paramount circuit moved 
out of the Minnesota and its owners 
still are without any tenant pros- 
pects. Several inquiries are said to 
have been made regarding the possi- 














after a huddle with James| 





bility of obtaining subsequent-run 
product for the house, with the idea 





of operating it as a 25c. grind spot. 
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‘Okla. Kid’-Lopez Big $29,000, Philly: 
Temple, Culver, 


Follies’ All Floppo 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

Snow and sleet over the week end 
plus a general apathy here tell the 
b.o. story for this sesh, with the 
Fox, under a new policy of stage 
shows and strong film fare, providing 
the one sensational exception, 
Otherwise it’s a sad tale of disap- 
pointment right down the line. 

Screening at the Fox is ‘Oklahoma 
Kid’ and on the stage are Vincent 
Lopez and his band, Betty Huten 
and Patricia Ellis. They’re set for 
a terrific $29,000. That it’s the pic- 
ture as much as the new stage pol- 
icy that’s pulling ’em in, however, 
was proved on Sunday when, with 
the film alone, house topped all 
others in town. Pennsy blue laws 
prohibit Sabbath flesh. 

Not exactly disappointing, but 
plenty bad, is the measly $10,000 
‘Little Princess’ is clicking off at the 
Boyd. ‘Ice Follies’ with $14,000 at 
the Stanley is just about making the 
grade. It was set for two weeks, 
but unless it perks up considerably, 


| it will have to be pulled before then. 


‘Spirit of Culver’ at the Stanton with 
$3,800 is dying. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57)— 
‘King of Turf’ (UA),  Sirictly an 
also-run at very slow $7,500. Last 
week ‘Stagecoach’ (UA) (2d wk.) 
slipped badly from initial $14,000 to 
weak $7,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)— 
‘Little Princess’ (20th). Sad $10,000. 
Unfortunate, also, in booking pic into 
the sophisticated Boyd instead of the 
Fox. Last week ‘Wife, Husband’ 
(20th), very mediocre $13,000. ‘Love 
—_— (RKO) tomorrow (Wednes- 

ay). 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42) — 
‘Each Other’ (UA) (3d run). Satis- 
factory $9,000, for this giant house 
on this run. Last week ‘Idiot’ (M-G) 
(3d run), okay $10,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68 )— 
‘Oaklahoma Kid’ (WB), with Vincent 
Lopez, Betty Hutton and Patricia 
Ellis on the stage. New policy of 
quality pix plus flesh giving this 
house sensational $29,000, although 
pic itself, without the stage show, 


topped everything else in town 
on Sunday. Last week ‘Darling 
Daughter’ (WB) and Ted Weems 


orch, $29,500. ‘Honest Man’ (U) and 
Hal Kemp in on Friday. 

Kariion (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) (2d run). 
Showing unusual strength for this 
house at $4,500, probably result of 
new low-price policy. Last week 


‘Tail Spin’ (20th) (2d run), weak 
$3,800. 
Keith’s (WB) (1,870: 32-42-57)— 


‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) (2d run). 
Strong biz at $5,000. Last week 
‘Musketeers’ (20th) (2d run) well 
below par at $3,900. 

Palace (WB) (1,000; 26-42)—‘Saint 


Strikes Back’ (RKO). Very nice 
$5,500. Last week ‘Four Girls’ 
(M-G) likewise good at $5,800. 


‘Third of Nation’ (Par) due Friday. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 
‘Ice Follies’ (M-G). Definite disa 
pointment, and at $14,000 won’t hold 
for the two weeks originally allotted 
it unless there’s a sudden pickup. 
Last week ‘Let Freedom Ring’ 
(M-G), sad, sad $9,000. “Three Smart 
Girls’ (U) skedded next. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-32-42)— 
‘Culver’ (U). Another one that's 
failing to respond to nice exploita- 
tion and is sagging badly at $3,800. 
Last week ‘Let Live’ (Col) slightly 
below par at $4,300. ‘Blackwell's 
Island’ (WB) Saturday. 


‘IDIOT’ 181/2G, B’KLYN 


‘Tail 








Spin’-‘Baby’ Okay $15,00¢— 
‘Service’ Dual $14,500 


Brooklyn, March 14. 

Excellent biz at Loew’s Metropoli- 
tan with ‘Idiot’s Delight’ on the 
screen. Fabian Paramount opens to- 
day with ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
ter.” RKO Albee okay with ‘Tail 
Spin’ and ‘Everybody’s Baby.’ Fabian 
Fox will do nice biz with ‘Secret 
Service of Air’ and ‘Woman Doctor.’ 
Fox opens Friday with new show 
with Mae West in person. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Tail Spin’ 
(20th) and ‘Everybody's Baby’ (20th). 
Attractive $15,000. Last week ‘Gunga 
Din’ (RKO) (2d wk), nifty $20,000. 

Fox (4.089; 25-35-50 )—‘Secret Ser- 
vice’ (WB) and ‘Woman Doctor’ 
(Rep). Good $14,500. Last week ‘Off 
Record’ (WB) and ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U) (2d wk), fine $17,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—‘Idiot’ (M- 
G). Looks for splendid $18,500. Last 
week ‘Lady Vanishes’ (20th) and 
‘Four Girls’ (M-G), shining $18.500. 
, Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50 )—‘Dar- 
ling Daughter’ (WB), opens today 
(14). Last week ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
(Par) and ‘Third of Nation’ (Par) 
(2d wk), $14,500 for six days. : 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—‘Whi#- 
pering Enemies’ (Col) and ‘I Am 





Criminal’ (Mono). Quiet $5,000. Last 
week ‘Tough Kid’ (Mono) and ‘North 
of Shanghai’ (Col), so-so $6,500. 
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Criminal Garber Corking $15,000 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 11 








Mpls.; Follies’ 66, Blondie’ $4,000 





Minneapolis, March 14. 

There’s a rift in the clouds nese 
this week. Total loop takings ba 
at least attain more normal pro “ 
tions than for some time past. Mor 
favorable weather as well as a sirens 
line-up of attractions are the ne 
boosters. Opposish from the Build- 
ers’ show at the Auditorium 1s less 
severe than it was from the Shriners 
Indoor circus and the Star cooking 
school. ; 

‘arber and his revue, at the Or- 

shetth, is the first stage show here 
in some weeks and followers of live 
entertainment are welcoming it roy- 
ally. It has sreng bene aid in 
‘They Made Me a Criminal. 
Trine impression made by ‘Pyg- 
malion’ is standing it In good stead 
in its second profitable week at the 
Century. Another holdover, Man to 
Remember,’ is concluding a prosper- 
ous nine-weeks’ run at the World. 

‘Ice Follies of 1939,’ on the screen, 
is beating the rink presentation of 
the same spectacle into town by a 
week and undoubtedly is benefiting 
bv the advance advertising and ex- 
ploitation campaign staged for the 
atter. 
™ Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25 )— 
‘Spy Hunt’ (Col) and ‘Smiling Along 
(20th), dual first runs, split with ‘Boy 
Slaves’ (RKO) and ‘Pardon Nerve 
(20th), also dual first runs. Moving 
toward satisfactory $1,700. Last week, 
‘Chan in Honolulu’ — and ‘Pirate 

cies’ (U), $1,800, good. 
ag de (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40) —‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still traveling a fast clip after its 
speedy initial canto. Okay $5,000 
indicated. First week, six and a half 
days, $8,900: fine. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25) — 
‘Blondie’ (Col). Enroute to big $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Great Man’ (RKO), out 
after four bad days, $900. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 35- 
40-55) —‘Made Me Criminal’ (WB) 
and Jan Garber orchestra. Both 
stage entertainment and film highly 
praised. Nice $15,000 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Tail Spin’ (20th), $4,500, 
light. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Ice Follies’ (M-G). Skating 
show, an annual visitor here, and due 
next week. includes in its personnel 
mostly Minneapolitans and North- 
west ice stars, so that’s helping film 
to climb toward pretty good $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Each Other’ (UA), $5,500, 
very disappointing. 

Time (Berger) (290: 15-25)—‘As- 
sassin Youth’ (Indie). Marihuana 
film, sensationally exploited, with es- 
pecially flashy theatre front, attract- 
ing attention. Should reach_ good 
$2,000. Had subsequent-run double 
features at a dime last week. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Idiot’ (M-G). First neighborhood 
showing. Good $2,800 gait. Last week, 
‘Stand Up’ (M-G), $2.400, okay. 

World (Steffes) (1,200; 25-35-40-55) 
‘Man Remember’ (RKO) (9th week). 
Will wind up sensational run with 
$1,200, good. Last week, $1,400. 


‘Honest Man’-‘Wharf’ 
Pace Seattle, $6,500 


Seattle, March 14. 

‘Stagecoach’ won out over ‘Beach- 
comber’ for the moveover to the 
Blue Mouse. Hamrick-Evergreen 
has but one spot for the grossers 
getting extended runs, now that the 
Music Box has gone highhat. One 
effect will be that good ones that 
don’t quite merit holdover or move- 
over will have more juice when they 
get second runs at H-E’s Coliseum. 

‘Honest Man’ coupled with ‘Fish- 
erman’s Wharf’ lead at the b.o. this 
week with $6,500. 

‘Pygmalion’s’ going for all that 
had been expected thus far at the 
Music Box, and looks set for a run. 

Otherwise, Lent is felt all around. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42) — ‘Stagecoach’ (UA) 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) (2d 
wk) moved over from Paramount. 
Able to stand the shift and getting 
good $2900. Last week, ‘Gunga 
Din’ (RKO) (3d wk) $2,700, big. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900: 21-32) — ‘Kentucky’ (20th) 
and ‘Goes My Heart’ (UA). So-so 
$2500. Last week, ‘Sweethearts’ 
(M=G) and ‘Thanks Memory’ (Par), 
$2.300. n.g. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 

reen) (2,349; 32-37-42)—‘Freedom 

ing’ (M-G) and ‘Four Girls’ (M-G). 
Managing to get a fair $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Beachcomber’ (Par) and ‘Boy 
Trouble’ (Par), $7,200, good. 

, Liberty (J-vH) (1.800; 21-32-42)— 
Blondie’ (Col) and ‘North of Shang- 
han’ (Col). Moderate $3,500. Last 
week. ‘Let Live’ (Col) and ‘Spy 
Hunt’ (Col), $3.800, mild. 

Music Bex (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Big $4,500 after immense 
$5,200 last week. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600: 32-37-42)—‘Honest Man’ (U) 





and ‘Wharf’ (RKO). The $6,500 
&ross here is big enough to lead the 
town. Last week, ‘Three Mus- 


keteers’ (20th) and ‘Chan in Hono- 
lulw’ (20th), $4,100, moderate. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42) —‘Man Remember’ (RKO) and 
‘Thoroughbreds’ (Col), plus vaude. 
Slow $3,600. Last week, ‘Woman 
Doctor’ (Rep) and ‘Tom Sawyer’ 
(Par), plus vaude, $4,500, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42) — ‘Cafe Society’ 
(Par) and ‘Persons Hiding’ (Par). 
Good $5,500. Last week, ‘Stagecoach’ 
(UA) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par), $7,700, big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and ‘Heart of 
North’ (WB). Okay $2,100. Last 
week, ‘Angels’ (WB) and ‘Woman 
Again’ (Col) $2,500, fine. 


Fast 646, ‘Wife 
66, as Opposish 
Nips L ville B.0. 


Louisville, March 14, 

Current week is presenting a 
brighter picture than last, when none 
of the downtown houses grossed over 
the $6,000 mark. Kentuckiana Day, 
Thursday (9), boosted bi= to some 
extent, but on the whole the stanza 
is still somewhat wobbly. ‘Fast and 
Loose’ on a dual at Loew’s State 
and ‘Wife, Husband and Friend,’ 
twin at the Rialto are making the 
best showing. 

Film houses got competish Sat- 
urday (11) when Tommy Dorsey’s 
band attracted 8,000 ople to the 
State Fair Coliseum for the Presi- 
dent’s Ball. ‘Tobacco Road,’ in for 
six days at the long, dark National, 
will also cop some of the biz ordi- 
narily going to the film houses, 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Ave.) (1,- 
500; 15-30-40)—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) 
and ‘Son Criminal’ (Col). Continued 
strong on moveover at $2,400. Last 
week ‘Honest Man’ (U) and ‘Gam- 
bling Ship’ (U), mild $1,900. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Off Record’ (WB) and ‘Paris Honey- 
moon’ (Par). Ample $1,900. Last 
week ‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and ‘Up 
River’ (20th), split with ‘Secrets of 
Nurse’ (N) and ‘Peck’s Boy’ (RKO), 
light $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Fast and Loose’ (M-G) and 
‘Four Girls’ (M-G). Responding in 
fair manner to various exploitation 
stunts, and while not in the smash 
class, will get fair returns to $6,500. 
Last week ‘Topper’ (UA) and ‘Dr. 
Meade’ (Col), no better than $5,500, 
mild. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) 
(2d wk). H.o. stanza still showing 
a profit, with wind-up figure around 
the $3,500 mark, okay. Last week, 
same film tallied okay $5,500. No 
hints of censorship and the like here, 
which might have helped to build 
it bigger. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Texans’ 
(Par) and ‘Lady Fights Back’ (U), 
split with ‘Chan at Monte Carlo’ 
(20th) and ‘White Banners’ (WB). 
Set for so-so $1,200. Last week 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and ‘Mys- 
terious Rider’ (Par), split with ‘Pro- 
fessor Beware’ (Par) and ‘Gold Dig- 
gers in Paris’ (WB), light $1,100. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40) —‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) and 
‘Inside Story’ (20th). Sighting fair 
$6,000. Last week ‘Cafe Society’ 
(Par) and ‘Persons in Hiding’ (Par), 
medium $5,800. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—Third of Nation’ (Par) and 
‘Boy Trouble’ (Par). Traffic at b.o. 
is slow to under average $3,200. Last 
week ‘Moto’s Last Warning’ (20th) 
and ‘Three Musketeers’ (20th), fair 
enough $3,500. 


‘PYG NICE $5,500 IN 














Oklahoma City, March 14. 
‘Pygmalion’ off to good start after 
well-planned ballyhoo at Midwest 
with good $5,500 in sight. ‘Honolulu’ 
at Criterion and ‘Let Us Live’ at 
State set for average grosses. 
Estimates for This Week 
Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
‘Honolulu’ (M-G). Headed toward 
slightly better than average $6,000. 
Last week preem on ‘Oklahoma Kid’ 
(WB) $7,500, very good, b t a bit 
under expectations. . 
Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-30)—‘Ari- 
zona Legion’ (RKO) and ‘Great Man’ 
(RKO). Better than average, $2,900. 
Last week ‘O’Connor’ (M-G) and 
‘Disbarred’ (Par), split with ‘Marry’ 
(RKO) and ‘Society Smugglers’ (U), 





cozy $2,700. 
Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 


OKLA. CITY; ‘LULU’ 66. 


‘Pygmalion’ (M-G). Nice $5,500 in 
sight. Last week ‘Paris Honeymoon’ 
(Par), so-so $4,200. 
Plaza (Stan (750; 25-35-40)— 
‘Honest Man’ (U) on moveover for 
second week, Average $1,900. Last 
week, ‘Huck Finn’ (M-G), bit under 
at $1,700 for its moveover sesh. 
State (Noble) (1,100; 25-35-40)— 
‘Let Us Live’ (Col). So-so $2,700. 
Last week, second on ‘Stagecoach’ 
(UA), slightly under average at 
$3,000. 


Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB). Moveover 
from Criterion getting good $2,700. 
Last week ‘Musketeers’ (20th) $2,100. 


WIFE -LEWIS 
$20,000, BUFF. 


Buffalo, March 14. 

Ted Lewis is pepping up returns 
at the Buffalo currently, and gets 
major credit for one of the best 
weeks so far this year. Pic is ‘Wife, 
Husband and Friend.’ ‘Stagecoach’ 
is strong at the Lakes, and business 
elsewhere is well above average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) and Ted 
Lewis. Lewis stronglv aiding this 
one toward swell $20,000. Last week 
‘Darling Daughter’ (WB), okay 
$12,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)—‘St. 
Louis Blues’ (Par) and ‘Boy Trou- 
ble’ (Par). Takings are above nor- 
mal with nice $7,500 indicated. Last 
week ‘King Underworld’ (WB) and 
‘O’Connor’ (M-G), $7,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Stagecoach’ (UA). Looks good at 
$10,000. Last week ‘Beachcomber’ 
(Par) shot up to fine $9,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40) —‘Three 








‘Let Live’ (Col) and ‘Flight to Fame’ 
(Col). Strong $8,500 sighted. Last 
week ‘Honest Man’ (U) and ‘Stand 
Accused’ (Rep), $6,000, average. 


‘Pyg’ Strong $11,000, 
Eagle, Hawk’ $8,400 
On Reissue, Denver 


; Denver, March 14. 

Aided by nice weather, most of 
the first-runs have nothing to com- 
plain about. ‘Pygmalion,’ paired 
with ‘Boy Slaves,’ is giving a swell 
account of itself by tallying $11,000, 
getting standees each eve, 

Remarkable in the $8,400 being 
garnered by ‘Eagle and the Hawk,’ 
a reissue. Standees here, too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Wife, Husband’ (20th), after a week 
at the Denver. Fair $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Stagecoach’ (UA), after a 
week at the Denver, $4,500, nice. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Fast and Loose’ (M-G) and ‘Four 
Girls’ (M-G), after a week at the 
Orpheum. Okay at $2,000. Last week, 
‘Huck Finn’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific Liner’ 
(RKO), after a week at the Orpheum, 
good $3,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) (re- 
issue). Sensational $8,400 for this 
one, hauled out of the files of six 
years ago. Standees much of the 
time. But unable to hold. Last 
week, “Third of Nation’ (Par), $6,- 
100, better than expected. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 








Musketeers’ (20th). Okay $7,000. 
Last week ‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (2d | 
wk), $7,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,300; 25-35)— 





‘Wings Navy’ (WB). Fair $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Wife, Husband’ (20th), 
good $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Pygmalion’ (M-G) and ‘* 
Slaves’ (RKO). Hefty $11,000, with 
| plenty of standees every night. Last 
| week, ‘Fast and Loose’ (M-G) and 
|‘Four Girls’ (M-G), strong $10,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
|‘Made Me Criminal’ (WB) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB). Very good $4,000. Last 
| week, ‘Three Musketeers’ (20th) and 
i‘New York Sleeps’ (20th), nice $4,000. 
| Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—Stage- 
|eoach’ (UA), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Moto’s 
Warning’ (20th). Paced at $3,000, 
okay. Last week this house reverted 
to a subsequent for seven days. 


Rainy Cincy B.0. 
Soggy; Society 
Leads at $10,000 


Cincinnati, March 14. 

B.o. appeal and week-end biz 
dampened by rain Saturday (11) and 
Sunday (12). 

Of the new product, ‘Cafe Society’ 
is the ace tugger, yet its pull is small 
potatoes for the big Albee. ‘Let Free- 
dom Ring’ likewise is fetching muted 
returns for the Palace. ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ is indigo for Keith’s, and the 


Lyric is in bad with ‘Boy Trouble.’ 
Among the holdovers, ‘Beach- 
comber’ at the Shubert is shedding 
the only ray of lignt. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Cafe 














Society’ (Par). Fair $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Little Princess’ (20th), just 
fair $11,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Little Princess’ (20th) (2d run). 
Light $3,500. Last week, ‘Each 


Other’ (UA) (2d run), good $5,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30)— 
‘Homicide Bureau’ (Col) and ‘Long 
Shot’ (GN), split with ‘White 
Woman’ (Ind) and ‘Miss X’ (Rep). 
Average $2,200. Same last week for 
‘Pirates Skies’ (U) and ‘Am Crim- 
inal’ (Mono), split with ‘Boy Slaves’ 
(RKO) and ‘Home on Prairie’ (Rep). 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Each 
Other’ (UA) (3d run). Fair $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (3d 
run), fairly good $2,800. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)—‘St. 
Louis Blues’ (Par). So-so $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Duke West Point’ (UA), 
pleasing $5,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—Boy 
Trouble’ (Par). Brutal $2,200. Ditto 
last week on ‘Persons in Hiding’ 


(Par). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G). Mild $8,500. 
Last week ‘Tail Spin’ (20th), poor 
$7,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 





‘Beachcomber’ (Par) (2d wk). Okay 
| $5,000, after nice $9,500 on the first 
stanza. 





‘Wife, Husband $16,500, Corrigan 
136, Each Other’ $11,000, Frisco OK 





San Francisco, March 14. 
Best biz at the local downtown 
houses since the Golden Gate Expo 
had its preem a little less than a 
month ago is the rule this week. 


Strongest contender for top b.o. 
take is ‘Wife, Husband and Friend’ 
which is paired with ‘Persons in 
Hiding’ at the Fox. ‘Made for Each 
Other’ is a close runner up at the 
'Jnited Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) and ‘Persons 
Hiding’ (Par). Strong $16,500. Last 
week, ‘Freedom yy (M-G) and 
‘Four Girls’ (M-G) had a sinking 
spell when rain hit down after one 
of the longest February droughts on 





record, ending the week to tune of 
$13,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
|—‘Flying Irishman’ (RKO) and 
vaudeville Without exception, every 
|critic in town gave this pic a good 
|notice. Biz on the upswing at 
| $13,000. Last week, ‘Saint San Fran- 
;cisco’ (RKO) and vaudeville, fair 
he 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 35-55)— 
| ‘Honest Man’ (U) and ‘Son Criminal’ 


| (Col) (3d wk). Lack of product, and 
| ability of ‘Honest Man’ to still bring 
them in responsible for decision to 
hold this pair for a third stint which 
looks set for $6,500. Last week, good 
$8,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Four Girls’ (M-G) (2d wk). Move- 
over from Fox looks okay at $8,300. 
Last week, ‘Wings jot (WB) and 
‘Arizona Wildcat’ (20th) (2d wk), 
$8,500, okay considering the weather. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
One of the sweetest money makers 
in town, this picture has been able 
to buck the Fair and the weather. 
Fourth session headed for $6,000 
which is just about as healthy as last 
week. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65)—Each Other’ (UA). Healthy 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Topper’ (UA) 
(3d wk), $5,700, all right. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—Ice Follies’ (M-G) and ‘Secret 
Service’ (WB). Biz a bit better than 
| usual, with a $13,500 gait. Last week, 
‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) (2d wk) 
= ‘Pardon Nerve’ (20th) $8,000, 
| okay. 





| 
| 


Stagecoach’ $23,800, ‘Topper $73.000 
Only L. A. Bright Spots; ‘Society’ 
Weak 136, Total Grosses Off 257, 





Los Angeles, March 14. 
Spotty biz, with ‘Stagecoach’ and 


‘Topper Takes Trip’ town leaders, 
Holdover of ‘Can’t Cheat Honest 
Man’ at Pantages-RKO keeping firm, 
with moveover of ‘Little Princess’ 
Okay. ‘Cafe Society’ did nose dive 
at Paramount. ‘Pygmalion’ taking 
first serious drop at Four Star. 
Town’s combined take off about 25%. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 

30-40-55-75)—‘Stagecoach’ (UA) and 


‘Inside Story’ (20th). Hitting neat 
pace for $10,300, despite one night 
downpour which cut in heavily. Last 
week, ‘Little Princess’ (20th) and 
‘Girl Downstairs’ (M-G), good $10,- 
800. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-40-55- 
65)—Topper’ (UA) and ‘Secret Serv- 
ice’ (WB). One of town’s few bright 
spots, and profitable $11,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Duke West Point’ (UA) 
and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), washout at 


$6,200. 
Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
— ‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (12th wk.). 


First heavy drop last week, biz going 
to slim $2,900, with $2,500 in sight 
on current stanza. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 30-40-55- 
65)—“Topper’ (UA) and ‘Secret Serv- 
ice’ (WB). Neat $12,000. Last week, 
‘Duke West Point’ (UA) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB), floppo $5,500. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280: 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Disbarred’ (Par) and ‘flirting 
Fate’ (M-G) plus vaude. Nothing to 
crow over at $6,500. Last week, ‘Smil- 
ing Along’ (20th) and ‘Gambling 
Ship’ (U), $7,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Honest Man’ (U) (2d wk.) and 
‘Wharf’ (RKO). Holdover with new 
supporting feature looks good for 
$6,200, after corking $12,000 first 
week. ‘Love Affair’ (RKO) follows. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and stage 
show. Despite bad biz, is holding for 
two extra days to weak $13,000. Last 
week, ‘St. Louis Blues’ (Par) (2d 
wk.) excellent $10,500. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Honest 
Man’ (U) (2d wk.) and ‘Wharf’ 
(RKO). Holding to about 50% of ini- 
tial week at $6,800. Opening stanza, 
$13,200, big. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Stagecoach’ (UA) and ‘Inside 
Story’ (20th). Heavy and effective 
campaign pushing Wanger opus to 
profitable $13,500. Last week, ‘Little 
Princess’ (20th) and ‘Girl Down- 
Stairs’ (M-G), $13,200, about what 
was expected. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Little Princess’ (20th) and 
‘Girl Downstairs’ (M-G). Moveover 
n.s.h., but satisfactory $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Each Other’ (UA) and ‘Par- 
don Nerve’ (20th), just fair $2,700. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Little Princess’ (20th) and ‘Girl 
Downstairs’ (M-G). Adding $5,100-to 
first-run take on moveover. Last 
week, ‘Each Other’ (UA) and ‘Par- 
don Nerve’ (20th), okay $4,700. 


Crawford Dual Big 
$12,500, ‘Okla. Kid’ 
96; Prov. Improving 


Providence, March 14. 

Better than average pic fare help- 
ing stands nicely despite Lenten sea- 
son and inclement weather. 

‘Ice Follies’ dual at State, ‘Okla- 
homa Kid’ at Majestic and ‘Cafe So- 
ciety’ at Strand riding crest. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,000; 25-35-50) — 
‘Honest Man’ (U) and ‘Secrets Nurse” 
(U) (2d wk.). Paced at so-so $3,500. 
Last week, pleasing $6,800. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Stagecoach’ (UA) and ‘Pride 


Navy’ (Rep) (2d run). Nice $5,800. 
Last week, ‘Huck Finn’ (M-G) and 
‘Four Girls’ (M-G) (2d run), whoop- 
ing $7,200. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40) — 
‘Alexander’s Band’ (20th) (revival) 
and vaude. Nice $5,000 sighted. Last 
week, ‘Gambling Ship’ (U) and 
vaude, good $6,000 

Majestic (Fay) (3,200; 25-35-50)—~— 








‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) and ‘Secret 
Service’ (WB). Stepping along to 
peppy $9,000. Last week, ‘Wings 


Navy’ (WB) and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), 
$5,000, slow. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 25-35-50) — 
‘Ice Follies’ (M-G) and ‘North China’ 
(Col). Breezing along to swell $12,- 
500. Last week, ‘Stagecoach’ (UA) 





y ‘Pride Navy’ (Rep), hefty $14,- 


Strand (Indie) (2,200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and ‘My Son’ 
(Col). Peppy $8,000 sighted. Last 
week, ‘Beachcomber’ (Par) and ‘Miss 


| X’ (Rep), swell $8,500. 
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Requirement That Anglo Exhibitors 


Must Show 12447, 


Home Productions 


Brings Claim They Can't Fill Quotas 








With the Films Council, set up to 
regulate and operate the British 
Quota law, refusing demands that the 
picture quota percentages (against 
foreign companies, principally U.S.) 
be increased, American homeoffice 
officials are watching the new 
struggle with keen interest. 


The quota on foreign distributors 
automatically increases on April 1 
from 15% to 20% the number of 
films they must either buy or make 
in England. However, the laborites 
in England are seeking even higher 
percentages in hopes of increasing 
production. One group wants to 
eliminate the $37,500 minimum labor 
cost per single-credit film. This 
naturally would vastly increase pro- 
duction in Great Britain because it 
would make possible a return of 
quickie films. The new quota law, 
which became effective last April, 
eliminated quickie production by es- 
tablishing at $37,500 minimum labor 
clause or virtually setting up a total 
minimum of $75,000 per quota 
feature. 

Production Down 


Figures from London show that 
production in England has dwindled 
under the new British Quota law. 
Under the old Quota law, there were 
225 features made in 1937. In 1938 
there were 220 features made (four 
months under old law and eight un- 
der the new, rush for quickies early 
in 1938 presumably swelling the to- 
tal). There were 90 features either 
finished or contemplated for 1939. 


One recent development in Eng- 
land is that exhibitors claim they 
haven’t. enough British features to 
fill their quotas. An exhib in Eng- 
land must show 1214%% British-made 
films if he is using foreign pictures. 
There is no stipulation that he must 
show foreign films ,however. In con- 
trast, American distributors in Great 
Britain must make or buy a per- 
centage of British films in order to 
distribute in England. 

Exhibitor group is said to haye en- 
listed the support of the labor party 
in order to get changes in the Quota 
law. If the quota is changed, it now 
appears that the only way it can be 
done is by lowering the minimum re- 
quirements at least half, or make it 
around $15,000 for labor costs: Even 
then this additional production 
probably would have to be financed 
by U.S. capital in other ways. 

British producers are experiencing 
extreme difficulty in getting backing. 
Consequently, the bulk of production 
in England now is being financed by 
American coin. 


Satisfied with Quota 


Conservatives in England are in- 
clined to express satisfaction over 
the present Quota law because it has 
improved the quality of British pro- 
duction and has resulted in features 
that have made money outside of 
England and enhanced -the prestige 
of British pictures in the world mar- 
ket. When good pictures such as 
‘Pygmalion,’ ‘The Beachcomber,’ 
‘Lady Vanishes,’ and ‘Yank at Ox- 
ford’ result from the current Quota 
Act, American officials can see no 
reason for reviving the argument 
that the American market is closed 
to English films. They insist that if 
a picture has merit it will be re- 
ceived as favorably as in Britain. 
British pictures now are getting into 
some of the best first-runs in the 
USS., it’s held. 

If the minimum is knocked down 
for British quota pictures, it’s indi- 
cated that American companies 
would change their tactics in turn- 
ing out costly films in Great Britain. 
Whether they would make in Eng- 
land or buy from British producers 
minor films for spotting on programs 
in the U.S. as ‘B’ pictures remains 
in doubt. 


New Mex Film Tax 


Mexico City, March 14. 

Picture men have been jolted by 
a special income impost. Nick is 
5% and must be paid by everybody 
who makes money out of the ex- 
ploitation of pictures. 

American distributors have taken 
no official action as they are await- 
ing decision of the Ministry of Fin- 
ance on the request for appeal of 
this law made by the Mexican Pic- 
ture Producers Assn. 








v 


Canadian Bill Would 
Co-ordinate Govt. Depts. 


Montreal, March 14. 
Co-ordination of the film activities 





‘of all Canadian government depart- 
ments under one board is provided 
| for in a bill sponsored by Trade 
| Minister Euler and discussed in pre- 
liminary resolution stage in the 
|House of Commons last week. 

| Bill would set up national film 
board of eight, composed of two 
iCabinet members, three civil ser- 
vants and three others, none of 
|whom would be salaried. Executive 


| officer would be the only paid offi- 
lcial, with Minister of Trade and 


Commerce the chairman, 


INDIA MARKET 
FOR U. 5. PIA 
GROWING 


Calcutta, March 14. 
Although India is the biggest pro- 
ducer of motion pictures in the world 
next to U. S., as far as quantity is 
concerned (Japan outranks both), 
220 of the 355 features distributed 
here in 1938 were American pro- 
ductions, or about 62% of the total. 
Irdian-made films represented 22% 

of the total, and the British 16%. 
Significant part about this fine 
showing for U. S, distributors is that 
it reveals India as a splendid mar- 
ket. Figures for 1938 show an in- 


crease of 44 pictures over 1937, when 
176 American features were dis- 
tributed. The 1936 total was 167. 

Opening of the deluxe Metro the- 
atre operation here is proving to 
be a help to India house operators. 
It was the sole house in Calcutta 
area to do normal biz recently. Wave 
of resentment against building the 
Metro cinema by an American com- 
pany was stirred up by native ex- 
hibitors, who realized that an up-to- 
date. house would probably force 
them to renovate their interiors. 
India societies were firm in voicing 
their resentment, but it was con- 
structed regardless. Payoff is that 
the native India theatres now are 
making more money than ever be- 
fore and the forced remodeling is 
held accountable. 

This so-called theatre invasion, 
plus revelation of the progress made 
by U. S. distributors in this country, 
has produced increased agitation by 
the Indian Motion Picture Congress 
against the American film industry. 
Body now is asking a film institute 
modeled along lines similar to the 
British Film Institute. 








Laurence Sails Back; 
Eckman Holds Over 


‘Ludwig ‘Laudy’ Laurence, Metro 
Continental representative with 
headquarters in Paris, sailed for 
France Saturday (11) after four 
weeks of conferences in New York 
and Hollywood. Sales policies and 
picture conditions abroad were dis- 
cussed with Arthur M. Loew and 
other studio executives. 

Sam Eckman, manager in Great 
Britain who is also here conferring 
with Metro officials, is not returning 
to his post until after the company’s 
convention in Chicago, starting 
March 19. 


Picture Biz Holds 
Up Well in Spain 
Despite Warfare 











Film theatre patronage in war- 
torn Spain during the last few 
months has kept up amazingly, ac- 
cording to reports received in New 
York by Metro, Paramount and 
Warners. This situation prevails 
even though many films are so old 
and have been revived so frequently 
that they are foggy from usage. 

With the peace-time government 
expected soon, the continued popu- 
larity of American product is de- 
scribed as encouraging for U. S. com- 
panies. However, this big business 
has meant nothing to American com- 
panies so far, because the money 
cannot be withdrawn from the coun- 
try. 

The coin also is of doubtful value, 
and even with the restoration of 
peace it’s extremely questionable if 
it will ever approach its original face 
value on the exchange. 


U. S. SUBMITTED 403 
PIX TO AUSSIE IN ’38 


Sydney, March 14. 

American distributors submitted 
403 features to the Australian market 
in 1938. The Commonwealth Film 
Censors report shows that a total of 
467 features were submitted during 
the year. Cuts were made in ap- 
proximately 46 pictures, compared 


with almost double that number in 
1937. 


Censor body found a downward 
trend in objectional material, at- 
tributing decrease chiefly to an im- 
provement in American films. The 
percentage of elimination of English 
films doubled that of the American 
product. 











McConville to Mex City 


J. A. McConville, Columbia’s for- 
eign manager, left Friday (10) for 
Mexico City to confab with Mexico’s 
manager, S. Kusiel, and Charles 
Roberts, homeoffice supervisor for 
Latin-America. 

McConville will visit Havana, 
Porto Rico and Jamaica before re- 





turning to New York next month, 





Queensland, South 


Aussie Follow 


NSW. Trend to Restrict Distribs 





Sydney, Feb. 25. 

Queensland and South Australian 
exhibs are now yelling for distrib 
legislation similar to that operating 
in New South Wales. The Motion 
Picture Distrib. Assn., in order to 
prevent such restrictions in other 
states, had almost agreed not to op- 
pose the 12%% right of rejection, a 
standard form of contract and ban 
on reissues here, but complete agree- 
ment could not be reached within its 
renks, and so the proposals were 
dropped. 

One prominert N. S. W. exhib 
stated that had the MPDA recently 
agreed to a 10% right of rejection 
for all exhibs, the current trouble 
would not have cropped up. The 
short-sighted policy adopted by the 
MPDA had definitely turned exhibs 














towards the government for assist- | 3g 


ance, he said. 

The Motion Picture Exhib Assn. 
has become tremendously powerful 
of late, and it’s understood that a 
working agreement has been made 
with the New Zealand Assn. cover- 
ing future plans against any pos- 
sible inroads that might be attempted 
by the MPDA. The appointment of 
a films commission in N. S. W., plus 
the possibility of national legislation 
hookup, together with a New Zea- 
land Board of Control, shows just 
how tough things have become late- 
ly for the MPDA. 

There are many in the industry 
here who agree that the MPDA 
misses an opportunity to stop gov- 
ernment interference in the picture 
field because of the failure of its 
members to pull together. 





Foreign Market Dipped in 1938, 


U. S. Commerce 


Biz Looms 


Dept. Reports; 
as Stable for 1939 





‘Running Riot’ to Tour; 
Henson Set for S. Africa 


London, March 7. 

‘Running Riot,’ which just fin- 
ished a run at the Gaiety, will tour 
the sticks for 12 weeks, with Leslie 
Henson, the star, then taking a trip 
to South Africa to play a repertory 
season of musicals, with support to 
be lined up locally. Latter tour is 
expected to last another 12 weeks. 
On his return, Firth Shepherd, who 
presents Henson, is expected to have 
a farce ready for him. 

Meanwhile, Shepherd does not in- 
tend to abandon the Henson sup- 
porting troupe, comprising Louise 
Browne, Richard Hearne, Fred Em- 
ney and Roy Royston. These will 
stay intact, doing another musical, 
with Stanley Lupino replacing Hen- 
son, 


SEE FAILURE OF 
MONOPOLY IN 
JAPAN 


Despite alarming reports that have 
cropped up during the past year, lat- 
est information received in New 
York from Tokyo indicates that the 
plan to adopt a government film 


monopoly in Japan will fall through. 

Government monopoly proposed, | 
which would be patterned after the 
one set up in Manchukuo, is not re- 
ceiving the support anticipated. 
Proposal goes before the Diet, which 
meets this spring. 

Japancse picture industry officials 
are dissatisfied over the way the gov- 
ernment monopoly in Manchukuo 
has washed out. Efforts have been 
made to get U.S. distribs to handle 
product for that territory, according 
to the monopoly terms. The distribs, 
however, have turned it down, one 
of the main reasons for the failure 
of the monopoly. 


Keliy Coming Back 


Arthur Kelly, United Artists for- 
eign manager now in Europe, is ex- 
pected back in the U. S. March 23. 
He has been absent on business in 
Europe and South Africa since the 
first of the year. 

Kelly is going over the situation in 
Central Europe and England at the 
present time preparatory to sailing 
in a few days. 

















Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 


‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, ’37. 


ae for Two,’ Comedy—Sept. 6, 





‘ ‘Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14, 
38. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess — 
Sept. 20, ’38. 

“When We Are Married,’ St. Mar- 
tin’s—Oct. 11, ’38. 


i Wedding,’ Wyndham’s—Oct. 


14, 38. 
‘Goodness, How Sad,’ Vaudeville— 
Oct. 18, ’38, 


‘Geneva,’ St. James—Nov. 22, '38. 
‘Under Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov, 24, 


‘No, 6," Aldwych—Dee. 21, '38. 

They Walk Alone,’ Shaftesbury— 
a 19, ’39. ia 

‘Magyar Melody,’ His Majesty’s— 
Jan. 20, ’39. ‘tid 


‘Design for Living,’ Haymarket— 
Jan. 25, ’39. 


‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ Criterion— 
Jan. 26, ’°39 


‘Gaslight,’ Apollo—Jan. 31, °39. 


‘French Without Tears,’ Piccadilly 
—Feb. 5, ’39. 


oo Ladyship,’ Lyric—Feb. 7, 


‘To Love and to Cherish,’ Ki 
wav—Feb, 21, ’39, 2 ok 


= Mother,’ Garrick—March 2, 
iggh Pet's Wife,” Savoy—March 6, 
‘We at the Crossroads,’ Globe— 


March 7, ’39. 
‘Black and Blue,’ Hippodrome— 





Washington, March 14, 


American films’ preeminence in 
the foreign exhibition field was off 
about 5% in 1938 as a consequence 
of the rising tide of nationalism 
around the world, plus heightening 
barriers in international trade. Re- 
strictions mean that U.S. product 
now is used only 65% of the time 
abroad, according to Nathan D., 
Golden, chief of the Commerce De- 
partment’s motion picture division. 

Study of export trade reports 
shows that, while American reels 
continue to enjoy widespread popu- 
larity throughout the world, upset- 
ting factors—such as the Hitler grab 
of Czechoslovakia and Austria—re- 
sulted in a 6.1% slump in footage 
shipments of all types. Only increase 
was in exports of positive silents, 
which mounted 85.2% in volume. 

Obstacles 


In discussing the whole foreign 
picture, Golden commented: 

‘The obstacles, which have been of 
diverse sorts, have more or less de- 
moralized the local amusement busi- 
ness. ‘Transfers of territories have 
involved drastic changes in the cir- 
cumstances governing the motion 
picture trade. The intangible psy- 
chological factors of uncertainty and 
apprehension have had an appre- 
ciable effect. In many cases, the 
spirit of nationalism has been height- 
ened to the disadvantage of a prod- 
uct such as American films, whose 
appeal is ordinarily designed to 
transcend geographical boundaries. 

‘During the past year the ardent 
fanning of that spirit of nationalism 
has meant, in numerous countries, an 
ever-increasing fervor and energy in 
the attempt to build up the strug- 
gling local film industries—indus- 
tries which, despite their obvious 


(Continued on page 54) 


LONDON OKAYS 
BLACK MUSICAL 


London, March 14. 

George Black’s intimate musical, 
‘Black and Revue,’ clicked in its de- 
but at the Hippodrome here Wednes- 
day (8) night. It’s a low-comedy 
musical in several respects, pat- 
terned after Palladium ‘Crazy’ 
shows, and stars Frances Day and 
Vie Oliver. Bob Bromley, Max Wall 
and Cass, Owen and Topsy are fea- 
tured, 

‘We at the Crossroads,’ following a 
week’s tryout in Brighton, opened at 
the Globe Tuesday night (7) but 
showed itself to be unlikely. It’s 
sincerely written by Keith Winter, 
who describes the play as a ‘revolt 
against indifference.’ H. M. Ten- 
nent, Ltd., produced. 

Cooperative arrangement for con- 
tinuing ‘Jealous God’ has proved un- 
successful. The play closed Satur- 
day (11) at the Lyric after 10 days, 
being succeeded by ‘Little Ladyship,’ 
transferred from the Strand. ‘Tony 
Draws a Horse,’ currently at the Cri- 
terion, is switching to the Strand. 

‘Worth a Million’ closed at the 
Saville Saturday after five weeks. It 
will be replaced March 21 by ‘John- 
son Over Jordan,’ which is reopen- 
ing. ‘To Love and to Cherish,’ 
scheduled to close Saturday (11), 
stays on for one week because the 
cast volunteered to forego salaries. 


Lachman’s ‘Dardanelles’ 


Paris, March 14. 

RAC (Realization Arts Cinematog- 
raphie), French producer, has signed 
Harry Lachman to direct ‘Darda- 
nelles.’ Picture will be made at the 
Pathe Studios, 

Negotiations are on for signing 
Stan Laurel for a comedy role. 














Delay Cafe Opening 


London, March 14. 


Despite Clore & Esdaile’s an- 


nouncement that they’re opening the 
London Casino April 8, it is under- 
stood that an official receiver is in- 
tervening. It’s claimed that $80,000 





March 8, ’39. 


is due Clifford C, Fischer. ° 
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LOVE AFFAIR 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, March 9. 


RKO release of Leo McCarey production. 
Stars lrene Dunne and Charles Boyer. Di- 
rected by Leo McCarey. Screenplay by 
Delmar Daves and Donald Ogden Stewart; 
from story by Mildre? Cram and Leo Mc- 
Carey. Sengs: ‘Wishing,’ by B. G. De- 
Sylva; ‘Sing My Heart,’ by Harold Arlen 


ney’s name and draw, rather than 
story or production, neither of which 
is commendable. 


All the unbelievable hoke of a 
small-time western are included in 
this film. To cap this, Cagney, the 
star and in the title role, plays a 
western Robin Hood without varia- 
tion of his Hell’s Kitchen manner 
and it’s incongruous in the chaps- 
ard-spurs setting. A weak screen- 
play and dialog, plus slow-peced di- 
rection, don’t help matters, and the 





and Ted Koehler; camera, Rudolph Mate; 

editors, Edward Dmytryk and George 

Hiveley. Previewed at Pantages, March 

9, '39. Running time: 87 MINS. 

TORY . cc cdceccctevccteceseseoss Irene Dunne 

MANNA S cc cion sat ¥etees caress Charles Boyer | 
Grandmother. .....+e++. Maria Ouspenskaya | 
Kenneth Bradley....++..++++e: Lee Bowman 

Lois Charin@...ccccccccsccceved Astrid Allwyn 

Maurice Cobert..........Maurice Moscovich 





Leo McCarey’s initial production 
for RKO as a producer-director of- 
fers an entirely new approach to 
what has become accepted picture 
technique. Basicaily, it’s the regula- 
tion formula of boy-meets-girl. First 
half is best described as romantic 
comedy, while second 
switches to drama with comedy. Mc- 
Carey attacks his subject with slow 
and deliberate tempo, allowing main 


story theme to progress in a straight | 


line, while adding many sidelight in- 
cidents of drama and comedy along 
the way. It’s b.o. chances look good. 

Attractive selling title, combined 
with marquee dressing of Irene 


Dunne and Charles Boyer to attract | 


initially, indicates profitable grosses, 
If audiences accept the leisurely 
tempo maintatined throughoué, pic- 
ture has chance for some holdovers 
in the keys. 

Miss Dunne is excellent in a role 


that requires both comedy and dra- | 


matic ability. Boyer gives a par- 
ticularly effective presentation of the 
modern Cassanova. 
sophisticated love-making will easily 
catch attention of the femmes. 

The stars carry the major portion 
of the footage, with supporting cast 
appearing briefly. Maria Ouspen- 
skaya provides a warmly sympa- 
thetic portrayal as Boyer’s grand- 
mother ii: Madeira. Although pro- 
grammed support is limited to four 
players, several uncredited bits are 
sparkling additions and rate atten- 
tion. Ferike Boros has one excel- 
lent scene as a boarding house 
keeper, and little Scotty Beckett 
stands out with a brief episode 
aboard ship. Frank McGlynn, Sr., 
as superintendent o< the orphanage, 
and Lee Bowman, as Miss Dunne’s 
admirer, are both okay, while Astrid 
Allwyn and Maurice Moscovich are 
on briefly. 


Aboard boat sailing from Naples to 
New York. Boyer starts a flirtation 
with Miss Dunne. He is engaged to 
heiress Astrid Allwyn, and she to 
Lee Bowman. Real romance blos- 
soms after pair visits Boyer’s grand- 
mother during stopover at Madeira. 
They separate on docking with pact 
to meet six months later atop the 
Empire State building. 


Miss Dunne slips to Philadelphia 
to sing in a night club, while Boyer 
applies himself to painting. While 
on her way to keep tryst on appoint- 
ed day, Miss Dunne is injured in a 
traffic accident. Faced with life of a 
cripple, girl refuses to contact Boyer 
to explain. On convalescense, she 
secures job teaching singing to chil- 
dren in an orphanage, while Boyer 
goes on to success as a painter. He 
finally discovers Miss Dunne for re- 
union, 


McCarey’s direction rates atten- 
tion not only for general excellence, 
but for his innovation of departing 
from accepted practice in presenting 
his subject. Rather daring is his de- 
velopment of interest through com- 
edy passages, and then complete de- 
tour for a sidelight that is either 
serious, or humorous. 


Two songs have been inserted. 
Miss Dunne presents one, ‘Sing My 
Heart,’ by Harold Arlen and Ted 
Koehler, in night club setting. 
‘Wishing,’ by B. G. DeSylva, is first 
sung by kid trio with uke accompan- 
iment, and later by orphanage cho- 
rus. Tune is catchy. 


Production is of grade A quality 
all the way and the photography by 
Rudolph Mate maintains a _ high 
standard. 


THE OKLAHOMA KID 


Werner Bros. production and release. 
Stars James Cagney, Features Humphrey 
Bogsrt, Rosemary Lane, Donald Crisp. Di- 
rec.iel by Lieyd Bacon; screenplay by War- 
ren Duff, Robert Buchner and Edward FE. 
Parimore; story by Edward E. Paramore 


and Wally Klein; camera, James Won: 
Howe; editor, Owen Marks. At Strand, 


N. Y., week March 10, ’39. Running time: 


. 80 MINS. 


The Oklahoma Kid.......... James Cagney 
Whip BG iccsicstcte a Humphrey Begart 
Jane Hardwick............. Rosemary Lane 
Judse Hardwick.............. Donald Crisp 
Ned Kaneaid..:.cccccccese Harvey Stephens 
Gohn BONG e ai ccttarccvcses Hugh Sothern 
Alec Martin.............. Charles Middieton 
Doolin Seetes civ hdves 2050 des Edward Pawley 
WOR ERIM sy s'v.0.0scbaeds 6 esecs Ward Bond 
CUTOy a oense bouts cecvreieccces Lew Harvey 
Indian Jack Iasco........ Trevor Bardette 
BOBO Dr i040 66 02480 0ds serie John Miljan 
Judge Morgan.........../ Arthur Aylesworth 
8: RP re ee Irving Bacon 
Rely i saccccce 0dén cinnghbnd dans ee Joe Devlin 
Sheriff. .p..... 0006 ce ssdeccecce Wade Boteler 





‘The Oklahoma Kid’ is another in 
the major ge pad current vogue 
for westerns. It follows on the heels 
of ‘Jesse James’ (20th) and ‘Stage- 
coach’ (UA), and, though the cycle 
continues with ‘Dodge City’ and 
‘Union Pacific’ soon to be released, 
the ‘Kid’ lets it down. It’s b. o. po- 
tency will depend on James Cag- 


portion | 


His casual and | 


film falls into the class of just an- 
other hoss opry. 

Failure of the writers to main- 
tain the story’s historical points, 
switching instead to blood-and-thun- 


| der gun fights and boom-town vice, 
{is a major fault. 
the land rush in 1893 on the Chero- | 


Film starts with 


kee Strip in Oklahoma, one of the 
most dramatic features of RKO’s 
‘Cimarron,’ and the founding of the 
city of Tulsa. But once past the 
early footage the story falls into an 
exposition of law vs. hoodlumism; a 
series of scrapes between Cagney 
and organized banditry, the unmask- 
ing cf Cagney 2s the blacksheep son 
of Tulsa’s banker and brother of 
| Tulsa’s sheriff; Cagney’s revenge on 
the hoodlums after they hang his 
father <ad shoot his brother. Not 
even the love interest is maintained 
in its early tempo, the romance be- 
tween Cagney and Jane Hardwick, 
| originally his broiner’s sweetheart, 
| given something of a brushoff . Rose- 
|mary Lane as Miss Hardwick is 
| preity, but not a convincing actress. 
| Some of the picture’s bits are corn- 
| pletely unbelievable. For instance, 
that portion where Cagney single- 
handedly cows a couple of hundred 
tough gentry in Humphrey Bogart’s 
gambling casino. About 50 men are 


their hands and nobody takes ad- 
vantage of the target his back pre- 
sents. and despite the fact that there’s 
a price on his head, Cagney comes 
and goes as he wishes; invades the 
| jail to speak to his father, talks to 
the judge, kills sundry badmen, but 
nobody can arrest him. For the 
final clinch he gets a complete par- 
don frem Oklahoma’s governor. The 
picture’s title could just as well have 
been ‘The Miracle Man.’ 

With the exception of Humphrey 


Bogart, who plays his standard bad- 
man, nobody else in the film stands 
out in performance. Donald Crisp, 
as the judge, Harvey Stephens and 
Hugh Sothern, as Cagney’s brother 
and father, respectively, and Ed- 
ward Pawley, as a badman, are 
greatly limited by the script. Others 
are unimportant to the story, but 
also similarly handicapped. 


Lloyd Bacon’s direction is slow in 
this instance, but it’s probable the 
screenplay also handicapped the pac- 
ing. Photography is only average. 

Scho, 


DARK VICTORY 


(WITH SONG) 


Hollywood, March 7. 


Warner release of David Lewis produce 
tion. Stars Bette Davis. Features George 
Brent, Humphrey Bogart, Geraldine Fitz- 
gerald. Directed by Edmund Goulding. 
Screenplay by Casey Robinson; from play 
by George Emerson Brewer, Jr., and Ber- 
tram Bloch. Music and lyrics by Elsie 
Janis and Edmund Goulding; camera, 
Ernie Haller; editor, William Holmes. 
Previewed at Warners Hollywood, March 
7, 3% Running time: 105 MINS, 








Judith Traherne. i ..ccsccccssess Bette Davis 
Dr. Frederick Steele.......... George Brent 
Michael O’ Leary.....e0.. Humphrey Bogart 
ce SS 4 See er Geraldine Fitzgerald 
MNEs ob 00000090006 esececccces Ronald Reagan 
Bey POLSON: 1 600 tekccdeoesss Henry Travers 
a ee Ts Sey «+---Cora Witherspoon 
Miss Wainwright...... --.Dorothy Peterson 
E MMOORTIE occ occcccesccoceec VIRGINS Brissac 
Colonel Mantle...... ..-Charles Richman 
rte. 605 ¢seseeaee « Herbert Rawlinson 
Ra eee heer Pere Leonard Mudie 
ee SPOON. . cn ccedpansuneccsas ¥kan Fay Helm 
OE ST thee Lottie Williams 





Intense drama, with undercurrent 


of tragedy ever present, ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ is a nicely produced offering. 
It presents Bette Davis in a power- 
ful and impressive role, which will 
be mentioned in nominations for top 
performances of the year. With 
Miss Davis as top marquee attractor, 
and both George Brent and Humph- 
rey Bogart for underlines, this film 
will turn in a good account of itself 
at the boxoffices, although not rating 
socko proportions, 


In play form several years ago, 
Tallulah Bankhead was not able to 
overcome the morbid dramatics of 
the piece and ‘Dark Victory’ had a 
brief Broadway run. Film rights 
were originally purchased by David 
Selznick, but he shelved production 
plans some weeks before picture was 
due to hit the production stages. 
Warners subsequently acquired the 
property. 

Latitude allowed by expanded film 
script over play provides oppor- 
tunity for general lightening of the 
morbid and highly tragic undertone 
of the original. But there still re- 
mains the big question of just how 
picture audiences will accept the 
heavily theatric plight of a girl 
doomed by an incurable disease. 

Subject is a cinch to bring out the 
femme irade that delights in long 
and lusty weeps. It’s an exposition 
of feminine fortitude, courage and 
dc rmination that is always relished 
by the women. At the same time, 
picture hits close to the borderline 
of psychological and clinical re- 
search, which may prove too strong 








standing behind him when he draws | 
his guns, but they all meekly raise | 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Love Affair’ (RKO). Irene 
Dunne and Charles Boyer in ro- 
mantic comedy drama; satisfac- 
tory b.o. 

‘The Oklahoma Kid’ (WB). 
James Cagney starred in medio- 
cre western. 

‘Dark Victory’ (WB). Bette 
Davis starred in tear-jerker; good 
b.o., especially with femme trade. 

‘Zenobia’ (UA). Oliver Hardy 
and Harry Langdon teamed in 
moderate comedy,” for dualer 
support and kids. 

‘Midnight’ (Par). Fair com- 
edy, but Colbert, Ameche, John 
Barrymore names insure good 

1Z. 











concoction for general 
audiences. Patrons with friends or 
relatives suffering from hopeless 
maladies will not care fcr the vivid 
reminder striking so close. 

Story unfolds the tragie circum- 
stances of Bette Davis. gay heiress, 
afflicted with a malignant brain 


a dramatic 


i/tumor which will snuff out her life 


in 10 months. A delicate operation 


| by specialist George Brent is tempo- 








rarily successful, but when the girl 
finaitly accidentally discovers her 
true condition, she embarks on a 
wild whirl of parties. In love with 
Brent, Miss Davis quickly checks 
herself and marries the medic for a 
brief happiness on his Vermont 
farm. When dcath finally comes, she 
faces it with courage. 

Miss Davis highlights the picture 
throughout with a sincere and real- 
istic performance. It’s her first 
chance in several pictures to wear 
latest fashion creations, and _ she’s 
clothed in some fine ensembles. 
Brent is excellent as the surgeon, 
carrying through with restraint in 
both professional and romantic epi- 
sodes. 


Important is the uncovering of 
Geraldine Fitzgeraid as a new screen 
potentiality. Actress, in her first 
film effort, shows exceptional possi- 
bilities for the future, turning in a 
fine performance as Miss Davis’ con- 
fidential secretary. Seems rather un- 
necessary to toss away the ability of 
Humphrey Bogart in the role of the 
Irish stable man. Part is rather un- 
important in overall development of 
the main story, and could easily be 
eliminated without loss of anything 
but some of the overlength footage. 
Bogart himself is satisfactory, but 
the role is extraneous. Balance of 
supporting cast is okay. 


Direction by Edmund Goulding 
stresses the highly emotional dra- 
matics in rather extended footage. 
Picture is studded with several in- 
tense sequences that are tear-jerkers 
of ultra calibre. But the frequency 
with which attention is focussed on 
tragic plight of the girl could have 
been controlled for better effect. 
Twenty minutes might be trimmed 
without being missed. 


Script is nicely set up in both sit- 
uations and dialog, with exception of 
extended buildup of the Humphrey 
Bogart role. There’s smart detour- 
ing of actual operating room scenes. 
Death of Miss Davis has been han- 
dled deftly, without hysterics, but 
anti-climactic steeplechase race, con- 
suming about five minutes, is un- 
necessary. After the preview, the 
studio stated this sequence would be 
eliminated from release prints. 

Picture has been given advantage 
of top production facilities in all de- 
partments. Camera work by Ernie 
Haller hits a high standard. 


ZENOBIA 


Hollywood, March 11. 

United Artists release of Hal Roach pro- 
duction. Stars Oliver Hardy, Harry Lang- 
don, Billie Burke, Alice Brady. Directed 
by Gordon Douglas. Produced by A. Ed- 
ward Sutherland. Screenplay by Corey 
Ford; story by Walter De Leon and Arnold 
Belgard, Camera, Karl Struss; editor, 
Bert Jordan. Previewed at Alexander, 
Glendale, March 11, °39. Running time: 





Zi MINS. 

Oe See eee Oliver Hardy 
Professor McCrackle........ Harry Langdon 
Je re er ree Billie Burke 
SP rrr rr eS Alice Brady 
OR Orne er James Ellison 
By Se ee Jean Parker 
WE Soa ddeees 6 0bd00enennsanen June Lang 
Attorney Culpepper.......... Olin Howland 
WO diasccecdescees J. Farrell MacDonald 
MCMUEDG Wand sonscoe ss oedaas Stepin Fetchit 
Dehlia....................Hattie MceDaniels 
MINCSS 6s Gb n.bnn%s + vestevibioe Phillip Hurtie 
Perr oe Hobart Cavanaugh 
Sheriff BO 00 06000600 0scedhetensne Clem Bevans 
Ped £5 bad ok vs 6009 ....Chester Conklin 
Butcher 





PUTCNET. eee eee eee eeeeeeeees Tommy Mack 
ef | ETT Core Robert Dudley 
The Hall Johnson Choir 





_ After these many years, Hal Roach 
introduces Oliver Hardy in straight 
comedy. Teamed with Harry Lang- 
don—drafted to replace Stan Laurel 
—Hardy givcs out with a minimum 
of slapstick antics and knockabout 
stunts. A few of Hardy’s double- 
takes remain, but the rest is a 
straight portrayal. ‘Zenobia’ is mild 
entertainment and will provide sup- 
port in the key duals. In the subse- 
quents it will aim for kid patronage 
and followers of Hardy. 


Slender story provided does not 
warrant the amount of footage. 
Script is a series of incidents tied 
together in not too compact form. 
There are several spontaneous mo- 
ments, but on the whole, comedy is 
strained. Things just seem to drift 








away without achieving much audi- 
ence interest. 

As the doctor in a paiocioioes 
town of the °70’s, Hardy is ca 
on to treat Zenobia, elephant be- 
longing to a carnival pitchman, 
Langdon. Pachyderm gratefully fol- 
lows Hardy around, through build- 
ings and into a reception for his 
daughter. Matter winds up in court, 
with Langdon suing Hardy for 
alienation of the beast’s affections. 
Alice Brady, town dictator, backs 
Langdon to prevent ma-_-iage of 
Hardy’s daughter to her son. But 
suit blows up, and Zenobia content- 
edly returns to Langdon for deliv- 
ery of a baby elephant. 

Hardy demonstrates he can easily 
handle straight comedy without re- 
sort to familiar slapstick, but is 
handicapped by material provided. 
Langdon has but a few moments to 
work with Hardy, so an estimate on 
their work as a team must wait for 


| future pictures. 


Billie Burke and Alice Brady 
share starring honors with the two 
comedians. Miss Burke again por- 
trays her flighty matron character 
without variation. Romance is pro- 
vided by James Ellison and Jean 
Parker, while Stepin Fetchit 
squeezes in several laughs with his 
lazy dialog. Colored youngster, 
Phillip Hurlic, will be best remem- 
bered of support. Kid’s recitation of 
the Declaration of Independence 
catches attention. 


MIDNIGHT 


Hollywood, March 8. 





Paramount release ef Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr., production. Stars Claudette Colbert 
and Don Ameche; features John Harry- 
more, Francis Lederer, Mary Astor, Elaine 
Rarrie. Directed by Mitchell Lelisen, 
} Screenplay by Charles Brackett and Billy 
Wilder; based on story by Edwin Justus 
Mayer and Franz Schulz. Camera, Charles 
Lang, Jr.; film editor, Doane Harrison; 
osSistant director, Hal Walker. lreviewed 
at Westwood Village March 8, °'59. Run- 
sing time: 92 MINS. 
Wee Wea boOeeeswceccccccs Claudette Colbert 
yg - SAPS TTTTs Don Ameche 
Georges Flammarion.......4 John Barrymore 
Jneques Picotn..........65. Francis Lederer 
Helene Flammarion............ Mary Astor 
BIMOMSscccccccscccccscccccess Elaine Barrie 
BUCURRMNR s 6606 ccc ccvesescoseen Hedda Hopper 
i Re ares eres Rex O'Malley 
The JOOS. ccceccscccccccess Monty Woolley 
LUOT iv eee seceeteneeseuein Armand Kaliz 

There’s plenty of box office 





strength in the powerhouse cast as- 
sembled by Paramount for ‘Mid- 
night.” With Claudette Colbert and 
Don Ameche sharing starring spots, 
the underlining John Yarrymore, 
Francis Lederer and TI :ry Astor 
names also cannot be overlooked in 
the marquee dressing to attract the 
customers. 


Picture on strength of its draw 
names alone can do satisfactory busi- 
ness. Despite lavish production and 
substantial outlay, story itself does 
not measure up to other ingredients 
which went into the making. How- 
ever, principals turn in individual 
performances far superior to the ma- 
terial provided. Result is a rather 
amusing and light comedy tl.at will 
turn in a good account of itself at 
the b. o. 


Story is light, but with a good 
share of humorous moments, many 
of them of the screwball variety. 
It’s a slender thread, however, on 
which to tie series of incidents in 
adventures of a stranded showgirl 
in Paris. After a flirtation with 
Ameche, Claudette Colbert crashes 
a musicale and poses as a countess, 
This leads to job for John Barry- 
more, in which she is to attract the 
amorous attentions of Francis Led- 
erer away from Barrymore’s wife, 
Mary Astor. For her assignment, 
Miss Colbert is provided with elab- 
orate wardrobe and a hotel suite. 

Group moves to 
chateau at Versailles for a week- 
end, where Miss Colbert makes fast 
progress. Before succeeding, girl 
runs into succession of situations 
that continually have her on the 
brink of exposure. To complicate 
matters Ameche conveniently arrives 
to be introduced as her husband. 
Finish is obvious—husband and wife 
are reunited; while Miss Colbert and 
Ameche seek the license bureau, 


s Interest in the extended footage 
is maintained by zestful perform- 
ances by the principals who do much 
to overcome some rather mild ma- 
terial. Miss Colbert presents a splen- 
did characterization of the showgirl 
opportunist who keeps just ahead 
of trouble with her quick wits. John 
Barrymore is excellent as the crafty 
husband who succeeds in detouring 
Lederer from his wife. Ameche is 
okay as the taxi driver and romance 
for Miss Colbert, while Francis Led- 
erer is aptly cast as the love-pirate., 
Mary Astor handles role of the wife 
nicely. Hedda Hopper and Rex 
O’Malley do well in less prominent 
spots. Eddy Conrad provides a 
highly amusing sequence with a 
piano playing routine. 

Direction by Mitchell Leisen is 
generally satisfactory, although pic- 
ture is slow in getting under way 
and has several spots that could be 
tightened to maintain better tempo. 
Editing shows sketchiness in several 
instances. Camera work by Charles 
oo Jr., is good throughout. 

oduction shows heavy ex - 
ture in all departments.” Sets. o— 
large and elaborate and gowns worn 
by Miss Colbert and other femme 
members of the cast will catch the 
attention of women patrons. 


——3 


Shine On, Harvest Moon 


Republic production and release. Stars 
Roy Rogers; features Mary Hart, Luly 
Belle and Scotty. Directed by Joe Kane: 
screenplay, Jack Natteford; camera, Wil- 
liam Nobles; editor, Lester Orlebeck. At 
Colonial. Lincoln, dual. Running time, 
55 N . 

Mes 6c 56natiuwbeseteoses seeves- ROY Rogers 
CN bhn.s eon 5 eseeesesessetasess Mary Hart 
Taily Belle and Scotty..........- Themselves 
JackBon. ....cceeccercceeee - Stamlev Andrews 
BrOWOFP: oc cc ccccvecsecscoce William Farnum 
FB URWR. cccccccocscccccccceses Frank Jacanet 
CMR ci kore e veep nip pheantes Chester Gunnele 
PGs os sh ecdead sbtséabesdases Matty Roubert 
Shag Pat Henning 





Tim 
| Rey ee ere errr ree ere Joe Whitehead 








| Poorest of Roy Rogers’ four starrers 
| to date is ‘Shine On, Harvest Moon.’ 
Title is a misnomer, and means noth- 
ing except an excuse to work the 
ltune on the opening. It will have 
| light going at the b.o. 

Breakdown of a one-time range 
|}partnership, William’ Farnum and 
Stanley Andrews, sets the stage for 
everts in the story. Farnum wants 
to live it straight, while Andrews is 
of the opinion a crocked line may 
not be the shortest distance between 
two points, but it may afford the 
easiest living. Farnum’s ranch sits 
at one end of the important pass, and 
Andrews comes back to make a deal 
to allow his rustled cattle to cross 
the land. Farnum demurs, and then 
the trouble starts, eventually incrim- 
inating Farnum on his past associa- 
tion with Andrews. 

Over this framework moves the 
performance of the four top players, 
Roy Rogers is the son of Farnum’s 
late partner in honest ranching, and 
Mary Hart is Farnum’s daughter. 
Lulu Belle and Scotty, imported 
from the National Barn Dance pro- 
gram on WLS, Chicago, are among 
| the hired help. They miss by a mile 
| filling the comedy hole usually as- 
signed to Smiley Burnette. 

Rogers has less to do personally 
than in any one of his previous films. 
Weight of performance rests with 
Stanley Andrews, who, with un- 
| washed and unshaven face. looks the 
|outlaw he’s drawn to be. He doesn’t 














| necessarily overplay it, either. Barn. 
. 7. 

My Son Is a Criminal 

Columbia vroduction and relense. Fea- 
tures Alan Baxter, Jacqueline Wells, Gor- 
don Oliver, Willard Robertson. Directed 
by C. C. Coleman, Jr. Screenplay, Arthur 
T. Horman: camera, Allen G. Siegler; edie 
tor, Gene Havlick. At the Central, N. Y. 
week March 12, ’39., Running time: 66 
MINS. 
Tim Matieram, Ir... ccttdvececd Alan Baxter 
Myrna Kingsley........... Jacqueline Wells 
Atle SNE c « cvpeceenddbeon: Gordon Oliver 
Tim Halloran, Sr........Willard Robertson 
Jerry Kimg@aley. .cccecccessccesd Joseph King 
Walt Praaer.o. ceccscccesee Eddie Laughton 
SOPREE, 5 60554400 deeenediwaaes st John Tyrrell 





This cops and robbers yarn will 
have trouble getting by, except on 
the lower rung of duals. Cast plays 
well and direction is brisk enough, 
but the main fault lies in the stereo- 
tyned story. Dialog is off the beaten 
path, while camera is standard. 

Alan Baxter plays the son of a 

retired police chief, who had long 
fondled the thought of his son fol- 
lowing in his footsteps. However, 
the lad chooses a life of crime in- 
stead. The drama comes in when the 
father, called from retirement, shoots 
down his son in frustrating a rob- 
bery. 
_ Jacqueline Wells is the romantie 
interest and Gordon Oliver does well 
as a young police lab technician 
whose unearthing of clues ultimately 
pins down Baxter. Willard Robert- 
son stands out as the police chief. 


CRISIS 


Arthur Mayer release of Herbert Kline 





ifary narrated by Leif Erickson; 
» | #core 
Barrymore’s | jin: 


production, Directed by Herbert Kline. 
Commentary by Vincent Sheean;: commene 
musical 
by H. W. Susskind end Jaroslav 
Harvan; camera, Alexander Hackenschmied, 
At 55th Street Playhouse, N. Y., starting 
March 11, '39. Running time: 86 MINS. 





This perhaps could be classed as a 
documentary film, yet in presenting 
the first-hand story of the crisis in 
affairs of Czechoslovakia it is pat- 
ently anti-Nazi. It is programmed as 
an eye-witness exposure of “The 
Nazi Way.’’ The 55th Street Play- 
house uses the comment of Walter 
Wanger, made last Feb. 23, in which 
he pleaded for films to counteract 
totalitarian ideologies and contended 
that this was not propaganda. 

‘Crisis’ is largely a sprightly trav- 
elog of the small —— before it 
was — aside by Germany. Even 
an excellent score, fine music and 
deft narration by Leif Erickson of 
Vincent Sheean’s pungent commen- 
tary fail to overcome the routine na- 
ture of the screen shots. Picture is 
overboard on running time by 25 
minutes, It may prove nice box 
office in certain arty and foreign lan- 
guage theatres of big metropolitan 
centers because of the new crisis in 
the politico affairs of Czechoslova- 
kia, but for outright screen enter- 
tainment it has extremely limited 
appeal. 

Chief production fault is that pho- 
tographed scenes fail to live up to 
the dramatie narration. Aside from 
domestic scenes, factory and indus- 
trial closeups and two prolonged 
funeral processions, the military 
movements, scenes of leaders on 
both sides and the now celebrated 
Munich confab are all fairly fa- 


miliar to devotees of newsreels. 
Erickson’s narration explains how 
wildcat miners were terrorized by 





storm troopers and makes other r 
(Continued on page 18) 
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CRISIS 


(Continued from page 16) 
erence to Nazi terrorism, but noth- 
ing on the screen substantic.2s his 
remarks. As is often the case with 
films of this type, the commentary 
is much better than the screen epi- 
sodes. An example of bits permitted 
to stay in are prolonged views of 
two Czech comedians and closeups 
of puppet show actors. 

H. W. Susskind based the score on 
some of his own songs and those of 
Jaroslav Harvan, co-scorer, and na- 
tional hymns of different European 
nations. It is brilliant at times and 
deftly played. Alexander Hacken- 
schmied’s photography is a_high- 
light. Wear. 


WATER RUSTLERS 


(WITH SONGS) 


Grand National release of Don Lieber- 











man production. Features Dorothy Page, 
David O’Brien, Vince Barnett. Directed by 
Samuel Diege. Screenplay, Arthur Hoert; 
camera, Max Stengler; editor, Guy Vv. 
Thayer, Jr.; songs, Al Sherman, Walter 
Kent, Milton Drake. At Arena, N. an 
dual, March 9, ‘39. Running time: 56 
MINS. 
Shirley Martin..........++-: Dorothy Page 
Bold LAWSON... .ccccssecesess David O'Brien 
MibC. 2 ccc cccccccceccscccses® Vince Barnett 
Timm Martim....cccccceesssesess Ethan Allen 
TUPBEMB. ov ccicccccecosesss Leonard Trainer 
Sheriff. .................Merrill McCormick 
Robert Weylan...............Stanley Price 
Whee . cc cccasecceciscoeos Warner Richmond 
FORMS. . 20s cecseovccoscacess Licoyd Ingraham 
‘Water Rustlers’ is a western 


cheapie whose only redeeming fea- 
ture is Dorothy Page, who's being 
billed as the ‘Singing Cowgir’’ Di- 
rection and dialog are poor, while 
the camera fails to take advantage 
of the outdoor shots at its disposal. 
For the lower rung of the duals, at 
best. haem 

Miss Page, who’s done radio sing- 
ing, may get by with further film 
schooling, but right now there’s not 
enough support behind her to show 
off whatever talent she may pos- 
sess. She sings pleasantly, though 
none of the tunes are topflight. _ 

Supporting Miss Page are David 
O’Brien, as the love inierest, and 
Vince Barneit, for the comedy re- 
lief, both of whom do as well as may 
be expected. 

Miss Page plays a ranch-owner 
through the force of circumstances. 
Her father is killed by unscrupulous 
land-snatchers, so she takes over. 
O’Brien plays her foreman, and is in 
the final clinch after sloughing the 
thugs. 


Sundown on the Prairie 
(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Edward Finney 
production. Stars Tex Ritter. Directed by 
Al Herman; screenplay, William Nolte and 
Edmund Kelso: camera, Bert Longenecker; 
editor, Fred Bain. At Colonial, Lincoln, 


for a large insurance company, and 
never takes anything seriously, even 
murder. He’s ably partnered with 
Edward Everett Horton as his 
brother in the farcical by-play. 
Others in the cast whose names 
mean something in America are Otto. 
Kruger and Jack La Rue. , 
The story and its method of telling 
have in it innumerable surefire farci- 
cal ingredients, is played by a care- 
fully selected cast and is compe- 
tently produced. It merits serious 
consideration for the U. S. 


MIND OF MR. REEDER 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 4. 
Grand National production and release. 
Stars Will Fyffe: features Kay Walsh. 
Directed by Jack Raymond. Adapted from 
story by Edgar Wallace, by Prian_ Edgar 
Wallace, Marjorie Gaffney, Michael Hogan; 





Story opens with a banquet given 
in honor of John Forrest (Buchan- 


Assurance Co. He intends to devote 
himself to the writing of detective 
novels. When he learns that his 
former firm’s safe has been robbed 
of more than $1,000,000 in jewels be- 
longing to a foreign prince, he re- 
turns to the scent. There are in- 
numerable ingenious ways in which 
he outwits the criminals, and some 
of them are screamingly funny. 
Jolo. 


LET’S BE FAMOUS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 4. 


Associated British Film Distributors’ re- 
lease of Associated Talking Picture produc- 
tion. Stars Jimmy O'Dea, Betty Driver, 
Sonnie Hale. Directe] by Walter Forde. 
Screenplay, Robert Macdougall, Allan Mac- 
kinnon; camera, Ronald Neame, Gordon 
Dines. At the Phoenix, London. Running 
time: 83 MINS. 

Jimmy Houlihan. ........00000 Jimmy O'Dea 
Retty Pinbright. staseeasss ett? Drives 
MN 2. a «wc neo be eecses ceo tes Mee pense 
Selemmie Blake... .sccsccccees Patrick Barr 
Albert Pinbrieht............Milton Rosmer 
ES er ee Lena 
A Pere rey Pe eee Bas] Radford 





This is a new theme for British 
studios, but as old as radio itself in 
Hollywood—the frantic race of rival 
commercial houses to sign up top- 
liners for their broadcasting. Hence, 
it’s only likely to appeal mildly here. 

Young Irishman postmaster-jack- 
of-all-trades in his native village 
leaves with banners flying bound for 
London and a chance to sing over 
the radio. That is what he thinks— 
in reality he has been chosen by a| 
wandering BBC scout to take part 
among fellow hicks in a spelling bee. 
When he discovers the truth he in- 


an), who’s retiring from his post as | 
chief investigator for the Stamford | 


eamera, Ceorge Stretton. At the Cam- 
bridge, London. Running time: 75 MINS. 
J. G. Reeder. .coccccscccscccesss Will Fyffe 
Miss Gillette........sceeeeeesss Kay Walsh 
Welford. ....ccccersceccsseces George Curzon 
Elsa Welford......sece-sesee- Chili Bouchier 
Ted Bracher....+-..csceseesss John Warwick 
Mem, Gayle. ...ccccocscccsss Leslie Wareing 
Inspector Gaylor..........-- Romilly Lunge 
A oe cae seaae George Hayes 
BY Serer errr rrr rir. Setty Astell 


Jeffrey Bernerd inaugurated his 
new Grand National distributing or- 
| ganization here with a trade show- 
ling of ‘The Mind of Mr. 
starring Will Fyffe. The central 
|character is apparently a benevo- 
|Jent old man, but is actually an ace 
detective. 

Fyffe’s is a sort of Father Brown 
role, and might have been based on 
the G. K. Chesterton stories. The 
film is strongly linked in plot with 
/‘Q Planes,’ which stars Ralph Rich- 
| ardson, also as a detective, in a char- 
|acterization similar to Fyffe’s. As 
| Reeder, his job is to track down a 
gane of counterfeiters. 

The picture is well produced, al- 
though a trifle too episodic, but the 
cast, direction and photography, plus 
‘the reputation of the star, should 
| gain profitable bookings. . = 
| Fyffe has been stripped of his in- 
|imitable, delightful Scottish dialect, 
‘and only once does he momentarily 
|slip back into it. This reduces his 


" | normally lush stage personality to a 
Brown | considerable degree, but he comes 


through despite this handicap. 7 
There’s a competent supporting 
cast and plentiful comedy. Jolo. 


I MET A MURDERER 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 4. 
Grand National release of Gamma Film 
Production. Stars James Mason, Pamela 


Kellino. Directed by Roy Kellino. Screen- 
play, Pamela Kellino, James Mason, Roy 








terrupts the program and the press 
splash a story of his wrecking the | 
proceedings. 

Finch, an advertising agent, visits | 
Liverpool to sign up for his concern 
the winner of a crooning cempeti- 
tion, but on losing her to his rival, 
is fired provisionally—he must pro- 
duce another headliner. He pounces 
an the little Irishman, figuring the 
‘riot in the studio’ publicity will get 
him over, but on hearing him sing, 
the chief fires his agent again. Final- 
ly, in despair, the aspiring son of 
Erin and his disgruntled agent take 
over the mike and give a burlesque 
of sporting event commentaries, after 
having drowned their sorrows in the 
canteen. The unrehearsed, desperate 
act of defiance is hailed as brilliant 
comedy by the sponsors, and the two 





dual. Running time: 53 MINS. 

Tbs ad <d 0650064040 4560 0050 5 4eRns Tex Ritter 
PRONE. 2604004 6éggitiasoetens Horace Murphy 
PTR oso 00650006 sebeneerses tes Dorothy Fry 
Hendricks... .cccvsecccvcccess Karl Hackett 
TROEBOR. . ccdcccdbcesdssccceess Charles King 
ERO. oo 6 60 net Mees 8s0e8esees Hank Worden 
CROOK. . cc cccedbtocesscccccesias Frank Ellis 
SPT eT eree eree eecceees Wally West 
RORAS.. 2. csuedece Seeversecs Ernie Adams 
GAMO. occ ccccisinsgbiocsises Frank LaRue 
re rea ree Edward Piel, Sr. 
And Musical Tornadoes, featuring Juanita 

Street 





Tex Ritter westerns have a habit 
of being crudely thrown together, 
and among the crudest of the action 
collections to date is ‘Sundown.’ It 
will have to take chances on week- 
end spottings, having no b.o. for 
longer stands. 

Three origina] musical numbers 
are sandwiched in the running, best 
being ‘Sundown on the Prairie,’ 
penned by Al Von Tilzer and Harry 
MacPherson. ‘Dust on My Saddle,’ 
from Dwight Butcher, has a swing.-to 
it, but not the appeal of ‘Sundown.’ 
‘Cactus Pete,’ by Lew Porter and 
Johnny Lange, is poor. The Ritter 
Tornadoes, with Juanita Street, 
musical foursome, are on only for 
the flick of an eyelash, while the re- 
mainder of the warbling is all for 
Ritter. 

Border smugglers, with Ritter a 
chesing ranger, form the basis of the 
story. Ritter tries to put a crimp in 
their activities, gets jammed up him- 
seif, meets the girl, who with her 
father is also jammed, and then 
wireles out with colors flying. Hor- 
ace Murphy stooges as Ritter’s part- 
ner, a silly part, while Dorothy Fry 
is the girl, of whom little is seen. 
Kerl Hackett and Charles King 

spesrhead the smugglers and turn 
in the best work. 

Production is Icng on skimp, short 
on entertainment. Barn. 


The Gang’s All Here 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, March 4. 
Associate! British Production and release. 
Stars Jack Buchanan; features Edward 
Everest Horton, Otto Kreger. Directed by 
Thornton Freeland, Screenplay, Ralph 
Spomee; camera, Claude Frierme-Greene. At 





Cami ridge, Londen. Running time: 7% 
MINS. 
PO UR Se Jack Buchanan 
Pe Pree Googie Withers 
pi, ee tiward Everett Horton 
WE, 5 onc edcdde os teicsaceces en Wee 
Bee CORB wiel.. 6. 2 occ cccceccss Otte Kruger 
BE. 36 $20 5400406 Neececcos Jack La Rue 
DUNES oon cc icisbecses ++++---David Burns 4 
Prince Homouska.......cccce... Walter Rilla 
Charles Cartwright.......... Charlies Carson 
+h tctseapeseesuuie tes « Leslie Perrins 
Spider Ferris. .........0...:. Ronald Shiner 
In the present vehicle Jack 


Buchanan hes a role somewhat simi- 
lar to the one he had in “Smash and 


are promptly signed as comics. 
Betty Driver, almost a copy of 

a younger Gracie Fields, displays a 

bold and easy personality as the 


Kellino; camera, Reginald Norris. At 
Cambridge, London, Running time: 
79 MINS. 
MOTE. ois vice cadetevtuhs ideas James Mason 
Bed is ck ous sus 06400600 6008:%8 Pamela Kellino 
Mark’s Wife.....ccsccceee-Sylvia Coleridge 
Brother-in-law...cccccccssss William Devlin 
A Horseman. ..cccccccccesess:: Peter Coke 
1A Hiker... .ccccecsee eoecccess Esma Cannon 
Cart Driver. ..cscscosecesecd James Harcourt 





Effective arguments in favor of 
encouraging British production have 
been some of the recent attempts 
by youthful but experienced produc- 
ers. The latest isGamma Films, Ltd., 
which produced ‘I Met a Murderer.’ 
With an inexpensive cast and pro- 
duction Roy Kellino has turned out 
an interesting melodrama that should 
have universal appeal to a moderate 
degree. 

An interesting departure from the 
conventional, the -majority of the 
cast, and a large proportion of minor 
characters have no lines, but their 
pantomime is, nevertheless, effective. 
The leading character is a young 
farmer, married to a disgruntled, 
virago, who drives him to such a 
frenzy that he kills her. He runs 





young Lancashire girl who, despite 

a prudish father, escapes from choir 

practice to win the competition. 

ie Hale and Jimmy O’Dea han- 

dle the roles of Finch and the am- 

bitious singer excellently. 

On the whole a worthy offering. 
Clem. 


Q PLANES 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 4. 


Columbia release of Irving Asher pro- 
duction. Stars Valerie Hobson, Ralph 
Richardson, Laurence Olivier. Directed by 
Tim Whelan. Scenario, lan Dalrymple 
from story by Brock Williams, Jack Whit- 
tingham, Arthur Wimperis; camera, Harry 





Stradling. At the Cambridge, London, 
Running time: 82 MINS, 
BOM DICVane. ooo cocsssses Laurence Olivier 
Hee BONG... 2.0 cccsce Valerie Hobson 
Major Hammond........ Ralph Richardson 
PCL 63 0544000040 eccnaet George Curzon 
$5.4 060 66006849 c0080e George Merritt 
SEDs &cccnenccece ss Gus McNaughton 
ES 6 0:50646060 60000084 beun4 David Tree 
BOGMMO. 0. ec cccccccccccccee MAMGra Steruas 
a 5 0690.04.06 oes 66000466 Gordon McLeod 
PPAR eek neds <hveebae sea John Longdon 
Irving Asher’s first production 


here for Columbia. He took it to 
Hollywood, where they sneaked a 
preview for Harry Cohn, and then 
returned it here for the trade show- 
ing 


films of recent years that the edge 
has been taken off anything of the 
sort today. This one, however, is 
good enough and should qualify for 
popular honors here, and as a possi- 
le second feature in the U. S. 

‘Q Planes’ is exceedingly virile 
spy stuff, wherein an ostensible sal- 
vage vessel shoots down planes with 
a powerful ray that incapacitates the 
aircraft’s engines. Film has an ex- 


being Ralph Richardson, Laurence 
Olivier and Valerie Hobson. 

Olivier and Miss Hobson have rel- 
atively small parts and are thus dis- 
qualified from scoring. The film is 
essentially a Richardson vehicle, in 
that he’s cast as an eccentric Scot- 
land Yard detective whose theories 
on the disappearance of several 
planes during experimental trials, 
while pooh-poohed by everybody, 
turn out to be correct. He contrib- 
utes some excellent comedy relief. 

is competent, dialog 
crisp, but the direction falters at the 





Grab,’ but in this one he’s more at 
ease. He plays a private detective | 








start, due to a too-speedy pace. 
Jolo 


There have been so many aircraft | 


ceptionally able cast, the principals | 


away and while in hiding meets an 
authoress who’s touring the coun- 
try in a motor-drawn caravan. Al- 
though she suspects his identity 
without his being aware of it, con- 
tinues to give him a lift. Her origi- 
nal object is to get first-hand reac- 
tions of a murderer, but eventually 
they fall in love. He’s cornered 
eventually but drowns in attempting 
to escape. 

Picture is filmed without interiors, 
is artistically produced and the sit- 
uations, as enacted, are ample to 
carry the story without speech. 
James Mason is effective as the 
hunted man. (Mrs.) Pamela Kellino 
is the novelist, and handles her role 
competently. Incidental music seems 
a trifle blatant. Jolo. 


THE 400 MILLION 


Garrison Films release of Joris Ivens and 
John Ferno production. Commentary by 
Fredric March; written by Dudley Nich- 
ols; musical score by Hanns Eisler; ed- 
itor, Helen Van Dongen; actors’ voices 
heard in film, Morris Carnovsky, Alfred 
Ryder, Robert Lewis, Adelaide Bean and 
Sidney Lumet. At the Cameo, N. Y., start- 
ing March 7, '39. Running time, 55 MINS, 





This picture was made to cash in 
on the enthusiasm for China’s cause 
|in its struggle against Japan. It 
measures up okay in comparison to 
similar documents made by Soviet 
producers and others, but for gen- 
eral consumption, even in arty 
houses, it contains the minimum of 
entertainment. It got careful scor- 
ing and dubbing of voices, and con- 
tains Fredric March’s clear-dictioned 
commentary. 

Picture doubtlessly will attract 
numerous Chinese and sympathizers, 
ias it is doing at-this theatre. But 
| the compilation of newsreel, travelog 
and educational scenes become tire- 
some after the first few reels. Much 
of it has been presented in the news- 
reels a lot more graphically in recent 
months, 

Original music and its reproduc- 
tion is excellent. March’s descrip- 
tion helps considerably in maintain- 
ing interest—in fact, the narration 
often is more intriguing than the 
scenes on the screen. Dudley Nich- 
ols’ scripting of the commentary is 
first-rate, although obviously always 
favoring the Chinese. 

Entire production appears to have 
been shot as a silent, with sound 
effects and voices dubbed in. Latter 








was neatly done by a capable group 
of thespians. } 
Because the film makes little pre- 
tense of being anything Sor 
aganda for China in its e 
against Japan, this production should 
provide something of a boxoffice test 
for those advocating outright propa- 
ganda on screens. Wear. 


Diskretion—Ehrensache 








Reeder,’ | 


(‘Diseretion—Word ef Henor’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
Ufa release of Cine-Allianz production. 
Features Heli Finkenzeller, Hans Holt, 
Ralph Arthur Roberts, Ida Wuest, Fita 
| Benkhoff, Theo Lingen Directed by 
| Johannes Meyer. Adapted by H. W. 
} Becker and G, v. Groschmid from’ novel by 
von Hannes Peter Stolp; eamera, Oskar 


Schnirch; elitor, H. Sonnenbeck. 
den, N. Y., week March 10, °30. 
time: @4 MINS, 


At Gar- 
Running 


Mary Hopkins............ Heli Finkenzeller 
TOD GIR oc oincde s cc gueedess son Ida Wuest 
EBRiOM ode ns oeccdeces .éecese: Vita Benkhoff 
Mr. Hopkins......... Ralph Arthur Roberts 
Tard Bemten ...occeccccsccessss Theo Lingen 
Peter Pease. .ccccacvccecces: ...Hans Holt 


Ces SOGGF . i cbsnrdiccdssd-- Paul Henc':els 
Der Herr auf Bestellung Rudolf Platte 
First Detective...Hans Hermann Schautfuss 
Second Detective Kurst Seifert 


og SPrrrrere Te Te er Fritz Odemar 
PPO Tr ee ee Olaf Bach 
ee ee rey Ernst Lezal 





German-speaking audiences will 
like this picture, but thcse not fa- 
miliar with the language will find it 
tiresome and lengthy, with a super- 
abundance of dialog. Story is a com- 
edy of mistaken identities. 

Production is up to standard in 
settings, scoring and general direc- 
tion. A hard-working cast, with chief 
roles in the hands of a Heli Finkel- 
zeller and Hans Holt, scores heavily 
with fine performances. Director had 
some difficulties in making the story, 
in an English locale, believable. 
German conception of an English 
nobleman, especially, is over-empha- 
sized. 

A wealthy industrialist betroths 
his daughter to a nobleman without 
her consent. Kicking over the traces 
in rebellion, she plots to entangle 
herself in a compromising situation, 
hoping scandal will make the mar- 
riage fall through. An inventor un- 
intentionally gets involved in the 
situation and is induced to elope 
with the daughter. 

The nobleman falls into the 
clutches of the gendarmes as a sus- 
pected criminal, while father pur- 
sues the eloping couple. Comedy 
situations in hotel suites, an uncle’s 
residence and a trailer are highlights 
in the story. 


THE SUN SHINES 


(Hungarian-Made) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Budapest, March 1. 
Muvesz release of Pegasus production. 
Screenplay, Lajos Zilahy. Directed by 
Laszlo Kalmar. Music, Zoltan Kodaly, Bela 


Endre. At the Forum, Budapest. Runnin 
time, 80 MINS. . 









M ichael eo es Janos Olasz 
Sa on eC OP Sera eee Alice Nagy 
Sc hoolmaster evecteces Kalman Rozsahegyi 
us LL STE eee eee oo 
TURNS  CUMMBBs 6.06 icecncs stnans Gero Maly 
PURI URPORE . 5000s sinceea dunes Juliska Ligeti 
IIOUNERS 2.060 » 60000005 canbe. Lily Berky 
Paar eo+.-Lenke Egyed 
Railway Clerk...... -....Sandor Pethes 
CN ids adios nic b4ak bea es Joseph Kurthy 





Another case of a good play being 





turned into a weak picture. With 
the leading highbrow dramatist, 
Lajos Zilahy, not only adapting his 
own play, but also active in produc- 
ing, directing and casting, there was 
considerable beating of tomtoms 
that here was the first genuine and 
artistic Hungarian picture. It’s noth- 
ing of the sort and not a whit better 
than average. Fault lies, as with 
nearly all stage hits, in that it fol- 
lows the stage version too closely 
and doesn’t make any use of the 
plus possibilities of the picture. Re- 
sult is it’s dull and lacks tempo. 
Point of the story will hardly be 
appreciated in western democracies, 
where it wouldn’t be considered 
sensational if a ‘lady’—like the par- 
son’s daughter—married a peasant 
farmer. He meets her when she’s 
dressed as a peasant for a part in an 
amateur theatrical, and musters up 
enough courage to make love to her. 
When he learns his mistake he 
thinks she has been joking with him, 
| feels hurt, and nearly marries a rich 
farmer’s daughter instead. But, as 
usual, it turns out okay. 
Zilahy, determined to have every- 
thing genuine and smelling of the 
soil, chose an amateur of peasant 
stock for his leading man instead of 
a professional actor. Janos Olasz, 
an employe of the municipal gas 
works, whom Zilahy discovered 
playing the part in amateur theatri- 
cals, performed creditably, but noth- 
ing more. Alice Nagy lacks temper- 
ament and initiative. In spite of 
heavy advertising, reception was in- 
different in first-run theatres. 
Jacobi. 


Nincsenek Veletlenek 


(‘Accidents Don’t Happen’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 
Budapest, March 2. 


Hunnia release of Hunnia-Mester produc- 
tion. Directed by Laszlo Kalmar. Adapted 
from Endre Soli’s comedy; screenplay, 
Istvan Rekeffy; camera, Istvan Eiben. At 
—— Budapest. Running time, 80 MINS. 


PORCH bN6005 04060040006 66006 Ida Turay 
Sinko, her husband........../ Joseph Juhasz 
Pe DUE cs ccsenesesececss Laszo Szilassy 
Se 0080080006 see Blanka Szombathelyi 
S465 0S cccsesichenesiee Laszlo Paloczty 
+ 6000 sc0e6eeseeness xen Margit Arpad 
Gy BURGERS. 0 60specdsseseess Bela Mihalyffy 





Hunnia has translated the out- 
standing stage hit of last season to 





(Continued on page 20) 
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Morgen Gaat Het Beter 


(‘Tomorrow It Will Be Better’) 
(DUTCH-MADE) 


The Hague, March 4. 


Filmex release of Neerlandia production. 
Stars Lily Bouwmeester. Directed by 
Friedrich Zelnik. Screenplay, Annemarie 
Selinko, based on her own book. Camera, 
Otto Heller and Frits Meyer; editor, Jan 
Teunissen. At the City theatre, The Hacue, 


week of February M4, °39. Running time: 





94 MINS. 
Willy Verhulst.......... IAly Bouwmeester 
Herder. ......++06 escces eee Paul bergen 
ln snaess « sadeeo ecesdev suds Theo Frenkel 
Frits Verhulst........-e0+.0+5 Nico de Jong 
wu cc ccccecocccetcongeseate Piet Kohler 
De Baad... ccsccsacccvececes Louis Gimberg 
Publicity Mam......ceccseees Bo) de Lance 
TORCHES. 2. ccvciccccesccssecncses Fie Kohler 





After ‘Pygmalion’ and ‘Daddy Long 
Legs’ this third Neerlandia produc- 
tion again has a good chance to 
score at the box office, thanks to the 
Dutch drawing power oi Lily 
Bouwmeesier. 

It’s the «tory of a student, who, 
after her father’s death, looks for 
work and gets a job as secretary to 
the program-manager of a broad- 
casting corporation. One nitht, when 
the announcer suddenly faints, she 
clases the broadcasting with a good- 
night sveech which makes a dcep 


| impression all over the country. She 


becomes a fainous radio nersonality 
and, after having been disappointed 
by a shallow-pated youn* man, she 
weds her ex-boss. The adaptation 
has many weak spots, but Miss 
Bouwmeester sustains interest in the 
film with her excellent playing. Paul 
Steenbergen, as the program main- 
ager, also is excellent while Bob de 
Lange, as the publicity man, is good 
support in a small part. Theo Fren- 
kel disappoints as Hans, the super- 
ficial lover. 

Friedrich Zelnik’s direction is 
handicapped by too much script. 
Picture’s only value lies in the 
home market. 


DER GRUENE KAISER 


(‘The Green Emperor’) 
Vienna, March 2. 

Ufa release of Karl Schultz preduction. 
Directed by Paul Mundorf. Story, Geza 
von Cziffra, from the book of same title 
by Hans Medin; music, Hans Whbert. At 
the Apollo, Vienna. Running time, 90 
MINS, 


De Bs 6.04.4 864650040 Gustav Diessl 
GON BAPStOR, .cccccccvesccsecas Rene Deltgen 
Os ob ak 5060006068664 60448 Carola .Hoebn 
EP EMOOUE . 66 66 bocca ceceosecees Ellen Boing 
PON ine 00844060 000680-628 Hilde Hildebrandt 
PERG. ov cece rdcasavenes Paul Westermeyer 





(In German) 

The mysterious death of the Bel- 
gian banker, Loewenstein, was 
partially adopted as the plot for an 
excellent thriller. Loewenstein, it 
will be recalled, disappeared from 
an airplane crossing the English 
channel. 

In ‘Green Emperor’ Miller 
Mylius leads a double life. Dis- 
appearing purposely from the plane 
results in his pilot and rival for 
the affections of Joana, being sen- 
tenced to three years for man- 
slaughter. Years afterwards, Kar- 
sten, the pilot, meets Mylius, who, 
meantime, has married Joana, and 


kills him. He’s tried again and 
acquitted. 

While most Ufa thrillers were 
formerly tiresome, ‘Emperor’ holds 


considerable interest though it lags 
shortly before the end. 

Gustav Diessl, as Mylius; Rene 
Deltgen, as Karsten, and Carola 
Hoehn, as Joana, are excellent. 

Hans Ebert’s music is good and 
direction of Karl Schultz is above 
average for Austrian films. 


SZEGENY GAZDAGOK 


(‘The Poor Rich’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 
Budapest, March 2. 
Hunnia production and release. Adapied 
from Maurice Jokai's novel by Istwan Esz- 
terhas. Directed by Jeno Creepreghy. Cam- 






era, Istvan Eiben. At Atrium, Budapest. 
Running time, 70 MINS. 

a BO Serre Theodore Uray 
Henriette Lapussa........... Zita Szeleczky 
Szilard Vamhidy............ Laszlo Szilassy 
Bere. Langa, o. 2000+ e -Margit Lukaces 
PEASGALTI, BOCTOMTY cccccccesccces Gero Maly 
Janos Lapussa..... ..Sandor Pethes 
CRADOTONG. 6:60 6006 eccccoss -Firoska Vaszary 
Lawyer Sipos...... d00e8 ese Bela Mihalyfty 
BMIOR sc cccvssccsce eooeses. Maria Keresztessy 
MMSONOG 6 060 vdcnseerccceccesss ang Arpad 





Another example of a brilliant sub- 
ject badly handled because the play- 
wright adhered too slavishly to the 
original novel. This, as are all the 
works of the great story-ieller, Jokai, 
is considered a classic in Hungary. 

This early 19th century story of 
the villain, Fatia Negra—based re- 
motely on fact—has in it all the ele- 
ments of full-blooded melodrama, 
but in this version contrives to be 
so complicated as to be almost dull. 
He was a wealthy and gallant aris- 
tocrat by day and a black-masked 
highwayman and lover by night. The 
love of his wife for another finally 
prompted Negra to shoot himself, as 
the story goes. 

re are numberless intrigues, 
love affairs, duels, fights, pursuits, 
suicide attempts and what-not, in a 
sequence of too-short flashes that al- 
low little scope either for proper 
acting or direction. 
Tivadar Uray at least has the looks 
that give complete illusion in the 
double part of baron and highway- 
man. Zita Szeleczky is improving. 
but neither she nor any of the oth- 





ers gives an outstanding perform 
ance. Jacobi 
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There are five youngsters visible in the photograph 
showing the line waiting to get in to see ‘The Little 
Princess. at the Roxy, N. Y. Can you find them? 


THE ROXY HOLDOVER, AS 
ELSEWHERE,* IS BASED 
ON ADULT APPEAL! 


* Already held over in Boston, Richmond, 
Cincinnati! Smash business reported in 
San Antonio, Houston, Toronto, Miami, 
Pittsburgh! Despite nationwide flu epidemic! 
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Cerance Fight, 
Indies Vs. WB, 
~ Brews in Philly 











Philadelphia, March 14. 

A clearance fight is brewing here | 
again. This time its being brought | 
on by the recent slash in prices at | 
the downtown Warner Bros. theatres. | 


FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VanisTy presents @ complete chart of feature releases of 


all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
reviews as given in VaRieTy and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1939, BY VARIETY, INC, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


| Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variety 


R. T. Min.—Running Time in Minutes 


























Indications are that a showdown is 1/13/39 


near between indies, Warners, and 
the major exchanges. 


First indication of trouble was the | 
anneuncement that former Con-| 
gressman Benjamin F. Golder had 
joined Warners legal staff. Golder 
was counsel for the indie groups in 
their disputes against the majors 
and had licked them on several oc- 
casions. His most notable victory 
was in the double feature squabble, 
in which he was upheld by the U. S. 
Supreme Court. Golder admitted 
that his duties would include 
straightening out tangles between 
independents and Warner Bros. Sec- 
ond straw in the wind was the hur- 
ried visit here by Henderson M. 
Richey, RKO exec, who huddled 
with exhib leaders, including Sid 
Samuelson, business manager for the 
local Allied unit, and Lewen Pizor, 
UMPTO prexy. All declined to 
comment on what had transpired. 
Third move is the meeting today 
(Tuesday) between Col. Harry A. 
Cole, national Allied head, with 
Samuelson and the clearance com- 
mittee of the local unit. 


Indie leaders said they would | 
await the recommendation of the 
fair trades practice parley before 
taking any positive steps. All agree 
that a revamping of the clearance 
setup would have to be made within 
the near future. 


NICK LOSES ATTEMPT 
TO DUCK CIVIL SUIT 


St. Louis, March 14. 

Hopes of John P. Nick, v.p. of the 
IATSE, and Clyde A. Weston to es- 
cape defending the civil suit recently 
breught by 19 members of MPO 
Local 143, who seek their ouster from 
control of the organization, were 
blasted last week when the state su- 


preme court denied an application 
for a writ of prohibition filed against 
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circuit court judge Ernest F. Oakley 
from trying the case. 


The application for the writ, among 
other things, claimed that the cir- 
cuit court had no power or juris- 
diction to manage the affairs of a 
labor union, and that the court could 
not issue an effective injunction in 
this case, as the international offi- 
cers of the union, who placed Nick 
in charge, could appoint successors. 

The ouster suit also was directed 
against George E. Browne, interna- 
tional president of IATSE, but ser- 
vice was not obtained on him. Coun- 
sel for Nick and Weston said that 
because of that fact he could not be 
enjoined in the suit. Nick, who is 
jointly charged with Weston in an 
ex’ortion indictment, and with state 
senator Edward M. Brady in another, 
is reported to be in Florida where 
he is receiving medical treatment. 

Following receipt of the supreme 
court’s action Judge Oakley tenta- 
tively set March 27 as the date on 
which he will begin testimony in 
the ouster suit. 


2 Commersh Distribs 
On Verge of Merge 


Present developments point to 
completion within 30 days of a mer- 
ger of the two largest national dis- 
tributors of commercial film, Screen 
Broadcast Co., headed by Al Fair, 
and National Screen Advertisers, of 
which M. E. Zetterholm is head. A 
pooling of the two companies, with 
accounts throughout the United 
States, has been in the works for 
some time now. 

An indication of the strides made 
by commercial film in theatres is 
gained from the fact that three years 
ago local and national advertising 
ran as low as 50c to $1.50 per 1,000 
in theatre attendance, while today 
the rance is from $1 to as high as 
$16 per thousand. 
































































































































WEEK | Rev. R. 
OF in TITLE | Co. TYPE TALENT T. 
RELEA Var. f Min. 
| R. Tayler-F. Rice-Beery a4 
i 1/11 STAND UP AND FIGHT M-G Rom-Dr r-F. - 
t/ 6/38 A DISBARRED Par | Melodrama G. Patrick-O. Kruger us 
12/28 PACIFIC LINER | RKO Drama /|V. McLagten-C. Merris-W. Barrie} 16 
12/21 | WHILE NEW YORK SLEEPS | 20th | Melodrama M. Whalen-J. Rogers 61 
8/31 LADY VANISHES 20th Mystery M. Leckweod-M. Redgrave ony 
12/7 LAST WARNING U Mystery P. Foster-F. Robinsen 62 
DEVIL'S ISLAND WwB Melodrama B. Karleff-N. Harrigan 
3/8 THE THUNDERING WEST Cel Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith 56 
3/1 BURN ’EM UP O’CONNOR M-G Com-Rom D. O’Keefe-C. Parker 67 
1/4 ZAZA Par Rom-Com C. Celbert-H. 83 
1/25 MYSTERIOUS MISS X Rep Mystery M. Whalen-M. Hart ty J 
1/11 THE GREAT MAN VOTES RKO Comedy J. Barrymere-?. Helden rl] 
12/28 CHAN IN HONOLULU 20th Mystery S. Toler-P. Brooks 65 
1/4 TOPPER TAKES A TRIP UA Comedy C. Bennett-R. Young-B. Burke ae 
1/18 SON OF FRANKENSTEIN U Melodrama B. Karleff-B. Lugesi 4 
1/25 MADE ME A CRIMINAL WB Drama 5. Garfield-C. Rains $2 
1/20/39 2/2 FRONTIERS OF "49 Col Western B. Elfiott-L. De Alcaniz 54 
2/22 CONVICT’S CODE Mene | Melodrama R. Kent-A. Nagel-M. Eburne 63 
2/15 AMBUSH Par Rom-Dr G. Swartheut-L. Nolan 61 
ARIZONA LEGION REO Western G. O’Brien-L. Jehnson 58 
12/14 SMILING ALONG 20th | Mus-Com G. Fields-M. 65 
1/25 MOTO’S LAST WARNING 20th Mystery P. Lerre-R. Cortez 71 
1/25 GAMBLING SHIP U Drama R. Wilcex-H. Mack 62 
2/22 OFF THE RECORD ws Comedy P. O’Brien-J. Blendell 70 
1 /27/398 1/25 | LONE WOLF’S SPY HUNT Cel Melodrama W. William-I. Lupine 69 
1/25 FOUR GIRLS IN WHITE M-G Rom-Dr A. Marshall-F. Rice 72 
1/25 IDIOT’S DELIGHT M-G Com-Dr Shearer-Gable 10@ 
2/15 DRIFTING WESTWARD Mone Western Jack Randall 47 
12/21 PARIS HONEYMOON Par Rom-Com B. Cresby-F. Gaal 83 
2/1 PRIDE OF THE NAVY Rom-Dr J. Dunn-R. Hudson 65 
1/11 JESSE JAMES 20th Drama T. Pewer-N. Kelly-Fenda 105 
i/il KING OF UNDERWORLD WB Drama H. Bogart-K. Francis 69 
1/25 MADE ME A CRIMINAL WB | Melodrama J. Garfield-Dead End Kids 92 
2/1 HONOLULU M-G | Com-Rom E. Powell-R. Young 85 
ve 3/15 SUNDOWN ON PRAIRIE Mono | Western T. Ritter-D. Fay-C. King 53 
2/8 ST. LOUIS BLUES Par Mus-Rom L. Nelan-D. Lamour 85 
2/ FISHERMAN’S WHARF RKO Com-Dr B. Breen-L. Carrillo 71 
11/ THE ARIZONA WILDCAT | 26th Comedy J. Withers-L. Carrillo 69 
PIRATES OF THE SKIES U Action K. Taylor-R. Hudson 
12/28 | TORCHY IN CHINATOWN | WB | Melodrama G. Farrell-B. MacLane 58 
2/10/39 TEXAS STAMPEDE Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith 57 
3/8 NORTH OF SHANGHAI Col Drama B. Furness-J. Craig 59 
2/15 HUCKLEBERRY FINN M-G | Com-Rom M. Reoney-W. Connelly 88 
NAVY SECRETS Mono Drama G. Withers-F. Wray-D. Robinson 62 
1/25 PERSONS IN HIDING Par Melodrama L. Overman-J. C. Naish 69 
1/18 BOY SLAVES RKO Drama A. Shirley-A. Daniel 70 
2/15 WOMAN BOCTOR Rep Drama F. Ines.ort-H. Wilcoxon 65 
HOME ON THE PRAIRIE Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette 
2/1 TAIL SPIN 20th Drama A. Faye-C. Bennett-C. Farrell 83 
2/i MADE FOR EACH OTHER VA Rom-Com C. Lombard-J. Stewart | 90 
1/18 WINGS OF THE NAVY WB Drama G. Brent-O. de Haviland 88 
7 2/15 FAST AND LOOSE M-G Com-Dr R. tontgomery-R. Russell 78 
a/t / : seen PAL Mono Drama M. Rocney-R. Bellamy 66 
BOY TROUBLE Par Comedy C. Ruggles-M. Boland 70 
1/25 GUNGA DIN RKO Drama C. Granit-D. Fairbanks, Jr. 120 
2/8 THE THREE MUSKETEERS 20th Mus-Com |D. Ameche-Ritz Bros.-B. Barnes 71 
2/15 KING OF THE TURF UA Rom-Dr A. Menjou-D. Costello 88 
2/22 | CAN’T CHEAT HONEST MAN U Comedy W. C. Fields-Edgar Bergen 79 
3/1 NANCY DKEW, REPORTER , WB | Melodrama B. Granville-J. Litel 67 
2/24/39 | 2/22 T US LIVE Col Rom-Dr H. Fonda-M. O’Sullivan 69 
etal 2/22 LET FREEDOM RING M-G | Mus-Dr Nelson Eddy-V. Bruce 87 
STAR REPORTER Mone Drama W. Hull-M. Hunt 62 
2/15 ONE THIRD OF NATION Par Drama 8. Sidney-L. Erickson 90 
SUNSET TRAIL Par Western W. Boyd-C. Synters 
2/22 FORGED PASSPORT Rep | Melodrama P. Kelly-J. Lang 64 
2/15 BEAUTY FOR ASKING - | RKO | Rom-Com L. Ball-A. Lane 64 
2/8 PARDON OUR NERVE 20th | Com-Mel. L. Bari-J. Gale-G. Williams 67 
SOCIETY SMUGGLERS U Drama P. Foster-I. Hervey 70 
2/8 | YES, DARLING DAUGHTER | WB | Comedy P. Lane-J. Lynn 85 
3/3/39 | ROMANCE OF REDWOODS | Col Drama C. Bickford-J. Parker 
9/7 PYGMALION M-G Comedy Howard-W. Hiller 96 
MYSTERY OF MR. WONG Mone Mystery Karloff-D. Tree 69 
2/8 CAFE SOCIETY Par Rom-Dr M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 88 
3/8 1 WAS A CONVICT Rep | Melodrama B. McLane-B. Roberts 62 
3/1 TWELVE CROWDED HOURS | RKO | Melodrama R. Dix-L. Ball-J. Aldridge 63 
2/15 WIFE, HUSBAND, FRIEND 20th Rom-Dr L. Koung-W. Baxter 719 
2/8 STAGECOACH UA Rom-Dr C. Trevor-J. Wayne 95 
RISKY BUSINESS U Melodrama G. Murphy-D. Kent 66 
3/8 SECRET SERVICE AIR WB | Melodrama R. Regan-J. Litel 61 
3/10/39 3/8 BLONDIE MEETS BOSS Col Comedy P. Singleton-A. Lake 75 
3/8 ICE FOLLIES OF 1939 M-G Rom-Dr J. Crawford-J. Stewart 81 
MYSTERY PLANE Mono Action J. Trent-P. A. Young 60 
9/30 THE BEACHCOMBER Par Drama C. Lau: aten-E. Lanchester 86 
ROUGH RIDERS ROUND-UP Rep Action R. Regers-M. Hart-R. Hatton 
3/1 ‘SAINT STRiKES BACK RKO Drama G. Sanders-N. Hamilton 64 | 
INSIDE STORY 20th Drama M. Whalen-J. Rogers 
10/5/38} PRISON WITHOUT BARS UA_ | Melodrama C. Luchaire-E. Best 68 
3/1 SPIRIT OF CULVER U Rom-Dr J. Cooper-F. Bartholomew 89 
3/15 THE OKLAHOMA KID WB | Melodrama J. Cagney-R. Lane 80 
3/17/39 LONE STAR PIONEER Col Western Bill Elliott 56 
SERGEANT MADDEN M-G Drama W. Beery-A. Curtis-T. Brown 
TRIGGER SMITH Mono Western Jack Randall 
KING OF CHINATOWN Par Melodrama A. M. Weng-A. Tamiroff 
2/22 LITTLE PRINCESS 20th ma S. Temple-A. Devine 93 
MYSTERY WHITE ROOM U Mystery B. Cabct-H. Mack 
ADV. OF JANE ARBEN WwB Melodrama R. Towne-W. Garran 58 
3/24/39 3/1 WHISPERING ENEMIES Cel Drama J. Holt-D. 6° 
dates WITHIN THE LAW M-G | Melodrama 7 by = ie 65 
R. Hussel-J. King-P. Kelly 
UNDERCOVER AGENT Mone Melodrama Ss. Dean-R. Gleason 
3/15 MIDNIGHT Par | Comedy C. Colbert-D. Ameche 92 
3/8 MY WIFE’S RELATIVES Rep Comedy J. L. end z. Gleason 63 
TROUBLE IN SUNDOWN RKO Western G. ‘O’Brien-I Keith 
11/30 EVERYBODY’S BABY 20th | Comedy J. Prouty-R. Gleason 61 
11/22 THREE SMART GIRLS U Mus-Rom. D. Darb!--c. Winninger 
3/8 BLACKWELL'S ISLAND WB Drama J. Garfield-R. Lane 71 
3/31 3/8 LADY AND THE MOB Cel ’ " 
(31/39 KID FROM TEXAS wea | Wee, > eho a 65 
STREETS OF N. Y. Meno | Melodrama Jackie Ceoper 
SUDDEN MONEY Par | Comedy C. Ruggles-M. Rambeau 
SILVER ON SAGE Par Western W. Boyd-R. Rogers 
ALMOST A GENTLEMAN | RKO | Drama J. Ellison-H. Wood = 
MEXICALI ROSE Rep | Rom-Mel. G. Auiry-S. Burnette 
HOUND OF BASKERVILLES | 26th | Mystery -V 
y R. Green-W. Barrie 
FAMILY NEXT DOOR U Comedy H. herbert-J. Hodges 
ON TRIAL WB | Melodrama M. Lindsay-J. Litel 
4/7/39 BROADWAY SERENADE M-G | Mus-Rom. . a 
{4/ BOY’S REFORMATORY Meno; Drama - _ ie 
I’M FROM MISSOURI Par Comedy Bob Burns-G. George 
3/8 THE FLYING IRISHMAN | RKO | Rom-Dr D igan-A. : 
; - Corrigan-A. Appleby 73 
3/15 LOVE AFFAIR RKO | Rom-Dr. I. Dunne-C. Boyer 87 
MR. MOTO IN DANGER IS’D 2°'h | Melodrama P. Lerre-J Hercholt ’ 
EAST SIDE OF HEAVEN U_ | Mus-Rom. SB. Crosby-J. Blondell 
3/15 DARK VICTORY WB Drama is-G 


B. Davis-G. Brent 105 
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own press agents is a circumstance 
not overlooked. Palmer’s big job 


won't be with the outside world, but 
with the habits inside the trade. 

Just what tactics or techniques 
Palmer will adopt is not known. 
Meantime, there is more talk heard 
in the east that the film business 
doesn’t so much need ‘better’ fan 
publicity, as it needs less, regardless 
of the quality. It is the sheer mass 
production of fan ballyhoo which in- 
evitably tempts press agents, fan 
magazines and columnists to keep up 
with the outpwt no matter how. 
Manufactured news, phoney an- 
nouncements, fake illnesses, cut- 
fingers, front-paged like a crushed 
vertebrae, only to be exposed, in- 
finitely multiplied so-what trivia is, 
all of it, ostensibly in response to 
‘demand.’ The basic idea is that the 
fans moronic dumbness cannot be 
exaggerated. The wisdom of this 
‘sucker’ approach is beginning to be 
doubted. 

‘Less intimate detail and more 
glamorous mystery’ is what some 
easterners think would be a smart 
shift for Hollywood. Hollywood, 
which has gotten accustomed to a 
goldfish bowl existence and been 
sold hard on the need and valuc of 
press agent idiocies, may not be able 
to digest this thought. It stems from 


| the notion that the old-school the- 


ories about ‘preserving the illusion’ 
had a lot of sound showmanship in 
them. 

Up te Hollywood Itself 


and until Hollywood and 
business are prepared to 


Unless 
the film 


| curtail the flood-like outpouring of 


hour-by-hour reports of the private, 


| family, social, and sexual lives of all 


its members, the question of pub- 


| licity ‘quality’ gets lost in the stag- 
| gering 
|; news 


‘quantity’ of make-believe 
about make-believe people. 
That's the suspicion that spreads. 

Publicity threatens more and more 
to be a monster of Hollywood's own 
creation. Everybody worships pub- 
licity. Publicity can do very little 
wrong. It can lie, misrepresent, de- 
grade, render absurd, expose itself 
as quackery. It’s okay—if they 
spell the name right. 

Major film scandals now seldom 
occur. Hollywood is too scared to 
take those kind of chances. But in 
lieu of major scandals, there are 
thousands of little daily squibs about 
the boys and girls. Squibs that press 
agents tip off. Mean stories that the 
boys and girls, hypnotized by the 
love of publicity, even tell on them- 
selves. Always the net result is to 
multiply, endlessly pile up, snide 
impressions of Hollywood and _ its 
people. Petty quarrels are magni- 
fied into the dimensions of an inter- 


| national cause celebre under the 


vaunted fan publicity system. The 
eccentricities, the extravagance, the 
childishness of certain individuals 
become the accepted ‘typical’ of the 
industry. 

Palmer has quite a job ahead of 
him. 


Nincsenek Veletlenek 
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the screen, with Ida Turay, the mas- 
cot of the siage production, in her 


original part. 


‘the little bride, rushing about in 


| her wedding attire in the middle of 


the night, trying to prove to her hus- 
band that she is innocent, has lost 
some of her quaint charm in the 
process of transit. But the raw ma- 
terial is really first-rate. 


Klari celebrates her wedding with 
her priggish husband in their hotel 
suite. Among the wedding presents 
is a valuable ring with a letter 
thanking her ‘for unforgettable 
hours.” Husband is sure that Klari, 
humble, little nursery governess, 
who, he figures, ought to thank her 
Stars for the good luck of being mar- 
ried to him, has a lurid past. Klari 
vainly argues that it is a mistake, 

ring can’t have been meant for 
her. Hysband casts her off; she goes, 
in her bridal gown, to find the un- 
known sender of the ring to prove 
her innocence. 


After many amusing adventures 
she finds Paul, who had sent the ring 
as a parting gift to his erstwhile girl 
friend, who lived in the suite next 
door, being bidden by his father to 
break with her and marry an heiress. 
Klari _causes the most impossible 
complications and ultimately finds in 
cs a much more attractive hus- 

and. 





Laszlo Szilassy, who has also kept 


| his stage part, is rather wooden and 
| constrained. Not a first-rate produc- 
tion but fairly good entertainment. 


Jacobi. 
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ISHOWMEN 


-Here’s your campaign | 
| approach to that — 

| smartly titled comedy 
romance .. . 


ZENOBIA (72-43 
Who is she? Why, the eS 
girl who inSpired Hal 
Roach’'s hilarious hit 

_, released thru 


| | BES 
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lore Bill Would Levy 5c Tax 
On Each Bank Nite Admission; 


Wisc. Measure to Outlaw Games 





Des Moines, March 14. 

A bill which would legalize bank | 
nights in Iowa, and then levy a tax | 
of five cents on each bank night) 
ticket sold, received approval of the 
ways and means committee of the 
Iowa house. The bill will probably | 
get a dusting from the house sift- | 
ing committee next week. 
Bill’s original provision for a 10c. | 
tax per ticket was whittled down be- | 
fore the committee recommended | 
passage of the measure. | 
| 


Bank nights in Iowa now have 
legal status on the grounds that per- 
sons are eligible to win awards 
without purchasing a ticket and at-| 
tending the performance. Judd’s| 
bill prohibits all free bank night | 
registrations. 

Judd’s bill would prohibit theatre 
operators from passing on the tax to| 
the movie patrons by requiring that | 
regular prices be charged at bank 
night performances. He said he be- 
lieved the bill would yield at least 
$1,000,000 a year, the revenue to be | 
used for the old age pension fund. 

Another bill, 
outlawed bank nights and other sim- 
ilar games, was virtually killed when 
the house police regulations commit- 
tee issued an ‘unfavorable’ report. 





Wisc. Bank Night Bill 


Milwaukee, March 14. 

Senator Paulson, La Crosse, Wis., 
Progressive, Thursday (2) introduced 
a bill to the state legislature out- 
lawing bank nights and similar b.o. 
boosters. Bill fixes a minimum pen- 
alty of six months in jail, or a fine of 
$500, or both. 

Measure makes it illegal to offer 
any money, check, merchandise or 
article of value, where the prize is 
drawn by let or chance as an in- 
ducement for attracting people to 
theatres, ete. The attorney general's 
office ruled recently that the state 
lottery law is confusing as to its ef- 
fect upon bank night, and pointed 
out that juries in several cases have 
refused to convict defendants under 
the lottery law. 

Paulson also sponsors a bill provid- 
ing that buildings used for gambling 
or lotteries may be closed one year 
under the nuisance statute. 





Outlaw Job Night 


\ Lincoln, March 14. 

‘Job. Night,’ off-spring of bank 
night, for which a grave was dug 
by the supreme court's lottery de- 
eision over a year ago, was also 
called a lottery in a ruling this week 
by Attorney-General Walter John- 
son. 

Johnson, in his ruling, said it was 
a ‘thinly veiled attempt to get around 
the bank night lottery decision, but 
was essentially the same kind of lot- 
tery.” 


Mentana Hits Games 


Missoula, Mont., March 14. 

The first attempt to stop games 
fin Montana theatres was made last 
week when prosecuting attorney 
Edward Dussault filed a complaint 
in district court asking Fox -Missoula 
Theatre Corp. be restrained from 
conducting bank nights. 

John Taylor, manager of the 
Wilma and Rialto theatres, was 
mamed in the action, along with 
ewners of the buildings. 





No-Payoff Suit 


St. Louis, March 14. 

Claiming there was no pay-off 
after he hit a $350 bank nite jack- 
pot in 1936, at the Majestic, down- 
town deluxer in East St. Louis, 
Clifton Reeves, a railroad man, last 
week filed suit for the coin, plus in- 
terest, in the city court. 

Reeves, according to the petition, 
admits he got a check for $350, but 
claims the theatre manager, Milton 
D. Lewis, refused to countersign the 
check, preventing him from collect- 
ing. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollyweod, March 14. 

Metro purchased ‘Music Is My 
Faith,’ Marya Mannes’ biography of 
her father, David Mannes. 

Warners bought ‘The Right Way,’ 
by Dore Schary. 

George Broadhurst sold ‘The Crim- 
son Alibi’ to Warners. 

RKO bought ‘Anne of Windy 
Gables,’ novel by L. M. Montgomery, 
with an option on other ‘Anne’ tales. 


+ 
| 


U Raises Salesmen 


In keeping with its policy of 
promoting from within the ranks, 
Universal ‘has elevated several 
members of the sales staff and 
shifted others. R. O. Wilson, 
salesman in Portland territory 
for four years, goes into the 
managerial spot vacated by G. C. 
Craddock. Craddock, manager of 
the Portland exchange, became 
manager of the Indianapolis ex- 
change. 

Floyd Brown, formerly Indian- 
apolis exchange manager, has 
resigned. 

W. M. Richardson, formerly 
manager at Charlotte, N. C., has 
been shifted to New Orleans 
where he will be the new branch 
manager. Richardson has been 
on special assignment to Harry 
D. Graham, district manager out 
of Atlanta. 














which would nave | Det. Police Crack Down 


On Commercial Bingo 
Under ‘Charity’ Auspices 


Detroit, March 14. 

Prodded by civic organizations, 
Detroit police apparently are mak- 
ing an earnest effort to drive out 
commercial bingo, keno and other 
games which have been heavily 
denting theatre and nitery box 
offices. 


Police last week « :cked down on 
two femmes wio’v- been running 
charity bingo throughout city for 
the past several months. They were 
told to either halt the contests, or 
be taken to court. Police said the 
women ran games in various halls in 
names of charitable institutions, but 





that amount reaching the _institu- 
tions often ran as low as $3. 
Meanwhile, state police, under 


orders from Gov. Frank Fitzgerald, 
are continuing their war on gam- 
bling spots throughout Michigan, and 
a similar drive is expected on De- 
troit niteries, which have been har- 
boring slot machines, etc., of late, 
to help meet the rent in the face 
of brutal nocturnal biz here. 


Akron Mgr. Arrested 





For Giveaway Stunt 





Akron, March 14. 

Akron neighborhood theatres’ rush 
to climb on some sort of a giveaway 
bandwagon, along with double fea- 
tures, bumped squarely into the law 
when Harry Brown, Jr., manager of 
the Highland, was arrested for oper- 
ating a game of chance. Brown’s 
hearing is scheduled for Thursday 
(16). He’s under bond of $500. 


Brown’s arrest followed his launch- 
ing of ‘Refund Nights.’ Brown de- 
nies he violated any lottery laws, 
holding that he was merely present- 
ing patrons ‘with gifts in apprecia- 
tion of their patronage.’ 





HOPALONG IN LATIN 
Hollywood, March 14. 

Hopalong Cassidy goes romantical- 
ly Latin-American in the forthcom- 
ing ‘Double Dyed Deceiver,’ with 
Tito Guizar singing baritone in sup- 
port of Bill Boyd. 

Shooting starts this week on loca- 
tion. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, arch 14. 
‘The Fuaring Crowd’ is the release 
title for ‘The Roaring Road’ at War- 
ners, 
‘Sudden Money’ is final tag for 
‘Sweepstakes Millionaire’ at Para- 
mount, 


Columbia switched from ‘Plane 


No. 4 to ‘Only Angels Have Wings.’ 
‘Oklahoma Trail’ is new handle for 


‘Prairie Nights’ at Columbia. 


‘Heroes of the Desert’ 
‘Night Riders’ at Republic. 


‘Cupid Goes to Press’ hits release 
sheet as ‘When Winter Comes’ at 


20th-Fox. 


became 


TO RETAIN BANKO 


Cedar Rapids, March 14. 
Union projectionists and _ stage- 
!hands here and in 17 other Iowa 





| UNIONISTS IN FIGHT 


|towns are marshalling support to de- 


feat a bill introduced in the Iowa 
State legislature to abolish bank 
nites. George Hartnett of Des 
Moines, secretary of the State asso- 
ciation of IATSE, said that 22 uniens, 
totaling 300 members, were working 
with theatre managers to keep bank 
nite as is. 

It is estimated that 200 Iowa thea- 
tres run bank nites every week. 


Booth Fire Fatal 
To Projectionist; 








Syracuse, March 14. 

Flames that swept through the 
projection booth in the Strand, 
Phoenix, last week claimed the life 
of Hollis Haskell, 22, projectionist, 
seriously burned a highschool stu- 
dent, and endangered the “ives of 
som 50 patrons. 

Haskell died a short time later in 
a Phoenix sanitarium. Joseph Gard- 
ner, 17, friend of Haskell, who was 
in the booth at the time, escaped 
death by jumping from a window 
to the lobby floor 10 feet below. He 
suffered severe burns about the head 
and face. 

While the patrons left the theatre 
in an orderly fashion, Edson Wilcox, 
| 18, fought his way into the blazing 
| booth to drag the unconscious opera- 
'tor from the flames. He and others 
lowered Haskell down a ladder to 
the lobby floor. Firemen made short 
work of the blaze, confining it to 
the projection room. 








$25,000 K. C. Fire 
Kansas City, March 14. 

The Isis theatre, Fox-Midwest ‘A’ 
nabe, was gutted by fire early last 
Thursday (9). Fire broke out in the 
theatre lobby about midnight, spread 
through the air conditioning vents to 
a hollow ceiling and broke out anew 
on the stage. 

Following third alarm, 10 fire 
companies fought the flames more 
than eight hours, Loss is estimated 
at over $25,000, exclusive of damage 
to the five-story Wirthman building 
which houses the theatre. 





Fire Destreys N. Y. Star 

The New Star Casino, old New 
York theatrical and sporting land- 
mark in Harlem, was destroyed by 
fire yesterday (Tuesday). Front part 
of the building, originally erected 
as an armory in 1889, was occupied 
by the Star theatre, which played 
burlesque for a time. 

In recent years building was occu- 
pied by the Harlem Sporting Club, 


and latterly used as a roller-skating 
rink. 


CHURCH GROUP RAPS 
BINGO AS CRIME HYPO 


Rochester, March 14. 

Prosecution of Bingo game opera- 
tors in Rochester looms following 
blast by Federation of Churches. 
Police chief Henry T. Copenhagen 
said he had received no complaints 
against the games, but would confer 
with safety commissioner Thomas C. 
Woods and the district attorney on 
procedure. 

The federation charges that Bingo 
is one of several forms of gambling 
that have become a menace to the 
community, encouraging dishonesty 
and leading to crime. 

Bingo now is operated in connec- 
tion with several Catholic churches, 
clubs, practically all nabe theatres 
and four downtown houses. 











ROB THEATRE OPS 


Spartanburg, S. C., March 14. 
J. C. Holland, operating Lyman, 
Tucapau, S. C., theatres, was robbed 
of $200 receipts from both houses 
when he and his wife returned home 
at midnight after closing shows. The 
theatres are about 10 miles apart. 
Two armed bandits hid in their 
home and bound Mrs. Holland hand 
and foot when she entered carrying 
Portion of receipts. They waited un- 
til her husband came in and gave 
him the same treatment. 








Student Injured 





Inside Sinl—Pictures 


Showing of Paramount in the final quarter of 1938, after only lukewarm 
earnings in previous three-quarters, resulted from deliberate planning for 
brilliant fourth-quarter profit showing, according to opinion in Wall Street, 
Financial observers who have been following the progress of Par during 
the past year were aware that considerable picture costs were written off 
in the earlier quarters, indicating that the company hoped to have clear 
sailing to pile up earnings in the last three-month period. 

Even so, the net profit in excess of $2,000,000 for a single quarter was 
much greater than many had looked for. 








Rick Ricketson, Charles Skouras, Dick Dickson, Al Gould, Bill Lyris, 
Tom Berta, Wilford Williams, all associates of Fox theatres in the west and 
far west, along with Gregory Duffy of Metropolitan Engravers and C. Watt 
Brandon, owner of the Kemmerer (Wyo.) Gazette, are the dramatis 
personae of a book tagged ‘On the Big Game Trail,’ which tells the story 
of a big game hunt in the Red Desert and Jackson Hole last season. 

Written by Brandon, it is a profusely illustrated and descriptive book 
telling the various incidents and adventures that took place during the 
hunt. 


Deal consummated recently with Underwood & Underwood covers al] 
picture work at the New York World’s Fair, as well as still photography. 
Sole exception is that U. & U. will not have say-so on regular newsree] 
coverage, the newsreels being protected to this extent. However, the con- 
tract means that any picture company intending to make a short or feature 
using the N. Y. Expo for a background must receive permission from 
U. & U. This probably will keep several firms, intending to make features 
with the fair as a background, from carrying out plans especially if charged 
anything by the fair picture contractual firm. 





Owners of the 4,200-seat Minnesota theatre, Minneapolis, recently relin- 
quished by the Paramount Northwest circuit, still have made no progress 
toward obtaining a tenant. In the meanwhile they are getting no revenue 
from the property, but must dish out ground rental, taxes and insurance 
aggregating more than $80,000 annually. Some wagers are being made in 
local show circles that the $2,000,000 showhouse never will be reopened, 
that the owners will be forced to hand it over to the ground owners to 
Save ground rent and taxes and that eventually it will be torn down for a 
parking lot. 





Paramount is swarming with foreign offers for the loan of Isa Miranda 
since the release of ‘Hotel Imperial’ in Europe. Latest is from L’Herbier, 
French producer, who wants the Italian actress for ‘Dame De L’Ouest,’ to 
be made in Paris this spring. When La Miranda was lifted from the ‘Zaza’ 
cast, Paramount would have turned a willing ear to offers from France, 
or anywhere, Now the studio is rushing work on her next picture, ‘Madame 
Mystery.’ 





The Georgia senate last week unanimously adopted a resolution urging 
Metro not to produce its proposed pic memorializing Dr. William Morton, 
Boston dentist, as discoverer of anaesthesia because it would be inaccurate 
in fact and a hoax upon the public. 

Resolution pointed out that Dr. Crawford W. Long, Georgia medico, first 
used ether as an anaesthetic in an operation at Jefferson, Ga., on March 
30, 1842, and that this fact is inscribed on his statue in Washington. 


Paramount Film Distributing Corp., a wholly-owned subsidiary incor- 
porated under the laws of Delaware, was formed last week by Paramount 
Pictures, Inc. Paramount Pictures Distributing Company, Inc., the parent 
company’s wholly-owned New Jersey subsidiary, was merged into the 
new corporation, new company carrying on the distribution business of 
the old. Entire change was made to simplify the corporate structure and 
readjust it for easier handling on tax matters. 








A. H. Blank, Des Moines Paramount circuit partner operator there, has 
been approached with the proposal to build a television setup and to go 
Into the field on an experimental basis immediately so as to be on the 
scene when picture-radio comes in commercially. 

Blank, however, indicates that he is not too hot on the general idea at 
this time, failing to see how his organization will get off the nut on an 
investment that will run up to $250,000. 





Lifting a load from studio flackeries, Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences has taken on the job of answering all letters addressed to 
prodtiction companies for information about picture-making methods. 
These inquiries, coming from all manner of educational institutions from 
universities to grade schools, have reached huge proportions in the last 
few years and clogged clerical business at the studios. 





Studio execs plan a heavy cut in preview passes, not only to whittle 
down expenses, but to get a more accurate public reaction to new pic- 
tures. Average preview Annie Oakley list is close to 1,000, more than 
half of which are paid for by the studio at b.o. rates, Preview audiences 
ufder the current system consist largely of claques from studios and 
agencies. Result is a biased instead of a popular reaction. 





One actor without Hollywood ambitions is Martin Goodnight, Blackfoot 
Indian moppet, who had a feature role in Shirley Temple’s ‘Susannah of 
the Mounties’ at 20th-Fox. Although he made a fine impression on Darryl 
Zanuck, the young redskin prefers the reservation to the studio. As soon 
as the retakes are washed up, Goodnight goes back to Montana with Father 
Cullen, head of the Indian Mission school. 





Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Union Pacific’ will not be released outside of the 
United States under that title. While okay for domestic distribution, Para- 
mount realizes the title is more or less meaningless abroad as to the part 
played by the railroad line in the development of the West. Film probably 
will have several different tags in the foreign market, 





Absence of ‘leg art’ stills of Norma Shearer to go with her co-starring 
role in Idiot’s Delight,’ has prompted some city desks in the east to grab 
shots directly from the theatre screen. Claimed to have secured clear-cut 


photos by using candid camera and high speed paper, latter making extra 
lighting unnecessary. 





Hollywood influence caused British newspapers to change the old title, 
Peggy and Partner,’ under which Chic Young’s comic strip, Blondie, had 
been running for years. With Columbia's picture, ‘Blondie,’ doing big busi- 
ness in London, the Daily Sketch adopted the American tag for the strip 
and other English papers are following suit. : 





Cost of living was upped 10c. per meal at the Cafe de Pari 
§ 1 A is on the 20th- 
Fox lot by William Koenig, production manager, in his drive to lift the 
po yl we - sad ae tables are being introduced to do away 
i ecioths and laundry bills. Company’ vas 
the heaviest since the cafe opened. 4 te mae ath eae 





There are 61 direct and hidden taxes included in th i 

R 1 c e price of the average 
picture theatre ticket, according to Dr. Winnie M. Sanger, Oklahoma City, 
of the National Consumers Commission. She said, ‘More than 16% of the 


price of the average admission ticket is due : At 
and 20 local and state taxes.’ to the imposition of 41 federal 
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Pic Cos. Win Right to Info from Gov't 
On Chief Phases of Anti-Trust Suit 





The U. S. Government will have 
to furnish particulars on the most 
important phases of its anti-trust suit 
against all the major producers, dis- 
tributors and affiliated theatre cir- 
cuit operators. Federal Judge Wil- 
liam Bondy, in his decision handed 
down last week (8), granted the de- 
fendants’ demands in respect to 51 


specific requests for information, out | 


of a total of 159. 

Broad general allegations of whole- 
sale violations by defendants will not 
have to be particularized by the 
government attorneys. Where spe- 
cific violations, acts of monopoly, 
conspiracy or coercion are alleged, 
the defendants are entitled, however, 
to have full information. 


Among specific points the defend- 
ants want particulars on are whether 
it is claimed defendants integrated 
production and exhibition facilities 
by contract or agreement and, if so, 
identification of each such attempt 
to monopolize; whether claim of 
monopoly in first-run metropolitan 
theatres rests solely on defendants’ 
holdings of theatres and location of 
theatres so controlled; whether de- 
fendants entered into any contract 
to exclude product of other pro- 
ducers from their first-run theatres; 
did defendants act by agreement in 
not going into competitive areas 
in acquiring theatre circuits, or in 
division or territories; specific 
stances of coercion or_ distress 
methods employed against indie ex- 


hibitors to compel them to sell their | 


houses, and particular transactions 
complained of. 

Identification of specific areas in 
which defendants are alleged to have 


had an independent monopoly of the | 


market; nature of such monopoly and 
how long it existed; have defendants 
monopolized production and distribu- 
tion of all features, or only of 
features of the better grade and 
quality; were there any agreements 
between defendants to loan most val- 
uable stars and featured players un- 
der contract; specific and individual 
trade practices claimed by govern- 
ment to be harsh, onerous, unfair 
and- which might have restrained 
trade. ‘ 

Have such practices been imposed 
on indies only in situations where ex- 
hibitors are in competition with an 
affiliated theatre; name benefits or 
advantages obtained by defendants 
through agreements which put them 
in control of production, distribution 
and exhibition and which defendants 
received them. 


Classes UA As Producer 


Judge Bondy granted application 
of Columbia Pictures for particulars 
in 46 separate claims, but refused 
United Artists a stay of the Gov- 
ernment’s request to examine the 
company’s officers. He refused to 
Strike out UA’s claims that they are 


not producers, but only distributors | 


and stated that this issue is still in 
doubt. If it turns out, during the 
trial, that UA is right, Bondy stated 
UA will not be prejudiced by its in- 
clusion as a producer at this time. 
In Bondy’s decision, the Govern- 
ment was granted permission to fur- 
nish any particulars it doesn’t now 
have, whenever it obtains the neces- 
Sary information, but in no event 
shall further particulars be furnished 
later than 30 days before trial. De- 
fendants must file their answer to the 
Government suit within 20 days of 
the furnishing of the first bill of par- 
ticulars by the Government. : 
Department of Justice spokesmen 


are now of the opinion that informa- | 


tion sought by defendants will be 
Compiled and furnished within a 
month and even sooner. They said 
Judge Bondy’s decision was a middle 
of the road course. 

Paul Williams, government trial 
counsel, expects to file particulars 
within the next fortnight. The Gov- 
ernment expects defense counsel] to 
ask for a further delay after partic- 
ulars are filed, to give them sufficient 
time for study of specific allegations, 
but will oppose a longer stay than 
20 days, 


Ask UA Examination 


An order was submitted to federal | 


judge William Bondy in N. Y. yes- 
terday (Tuesday) by the Depart- 
m-nt of Justice for the examination 
of Harry J. Muller, treasurer of 
United Artists, and Edward C. Raf- 
tery, secretary. Examination sought 
will take place befo + W. G. Briggs, 
notary in the U. S. Federal Court 
building on March 21, if Bondy 
Srants the request. 

is is in connection with Judge 


in- | 
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Bank Wins Appeal 
Of 4006 Claim Vs. Fox 


The Trust Co. of Georgia, trustee 
under a Fox Theatres indenture of 
1938, was granted the right to appeal 
to the circuit court of appeals by 
Federal Judge William Bondy in 
New York Friday (10) from a de- 
cision of Circuit Judge Martin T. 
| Manton last January, who okayed 
the plan of dissolution of Fox Thea- 
tres. 

The trust company has a $400,000 
rent claim against Fox Theatres, 
which is treated as a general claim 
under the plan. It wants priority. 


HAMMONS EAST 
TO SET GN IN 
ORDER 


E. W. Hammons, president of 
Grand National, will be in New 
York by the end of the week to con- 
fer with J. H. Skirball, v.p. They 
will confer on plans for putting the 
GN house in better order. 


While financing of GN production 
on a par with the number of pic- 
j|tures announced by the company 
represents part of the difficulties, the 
main problem is said to be getting 
| administration and production bet- 
ter organized. 

GN, taken over by Hammons and 
associates late last summer on its re- 
|organization in 77B, scheduled a 
|program of 68 pictures this season. 
A total of 11 have been made to date 
and a 12th is set to start on Skir- 
|ball’s return to the Coast, probably 
Monday (20). This will be ‘Main 
Street’ Miraclé,” for which Margo 
|has already been signed. 
| Creditors of GN are reported wait- 
|ing to see what develops following 
Hammons’ trip east. His excursion 
;may mean additional immediate 
| financing. 
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ROCH, TO GET TASTE 
OF ‘GOOD OLD DAYS’ 


Rochester, March 14. 

Nostalgia for the ‘good old days’ 
of the Eastman theatre leads the 
Rochester Civic Musie Association 
_to recreate a 1929 show for two per- 
formances (17-18). Event will cele- 
brate 10th anniversary of the asso- 
ciation, which has grown to nearly 
6,000 members. 

Civie orchestra will play the over- 
| ture and accompany the film, just as 
|in the silent days. Feature will be 
\‘The Last Command,’ with Emil 
Jannings. Oldie shorts and 1929 
newsreel will be used. Stage show 
with Inez Quinn and Harold Single- 
ton, singers, and Thelma Biracree, 
Marion Tefft, Ruby Bohrer and 
Norina Barrett, dancers, of the old 
| Eastman Theatre Co., also aims to 
| bring back memories. Alice Couch, 
|73, retired wardrobe mistress, will 
be backstage. 

The two evening performances 
will be free and limited to Civic As- 
sociation membership. 














Grainger Sets Four 
| Regional Rep. Meets 


Hollywood, March 14. 

James Grainger, sales chief of Re- 
public, following discussions with 
prexy Herbert Yates, announced 
four regional sales conventions for 
company as follows: Houston, April 
7-8; Chicago, 11-12; New York, 18- 
19, and Frisco, 27-28. 

Grainger leaves tonight (Tuesday) 
for New York, making several stops 
en route. 








| Bondy’s order allowing the examina- 
tion of officers and officials of UA 
in order that the Government may 
determine the status of the com- 
pany as a producer. 





BIG PUSH AT MONO; 
FIVE FILMS TO ROLL 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Five productions roll for Mono- 
gram in the next two weeks, begin- 
ning tomorrow (Wednesday) with 
‘The Wolf Call,’ co-starring John 
Carroll and Movita. 

‘Boys’ Reformatory’ and ‘Prison 
Born’ start Monday (20), ‘Bullets and 
Blizzards’ goes (23), and a Jack Ran- 
dall western (31). 


New Indie Spot 
To Get Product 








Minneapolis, March 14. 
Local film exchanges have been 


| notified by their legal departments 
| that they must sell product to the 


newly constructed Grant, Eveleth, 
Minn., built by Sam Edelstein in 
opposition to the two houses al- 
ready being operated there by Wil- 
liam Krause. 

Exchange managers here took the 
| stand that the Edelstein invasion of 
Eveleth was unwarranted because, 
they felt, two theatres there were 
sufficient for the needs of a town 
of that size. 


Edelstein asked for first-run prod- 
uct or, in lieu of that, second-runs. 
The exchange heads argued that sec- 
ond-runs would injure Krause. Edel- 
stein then employed legal talent to 
assist him in getting his ‘rights.’ 
After some correspondence with the 
h. o.’s, instructions were forthcoming 
from the legal departments. 


PAR-COOPER 
MERGER SET 


A permanent partnership between 
Paramount and the J. H. Cooper in- 
terests on a 50-50 basis to cover the 
Nebraska string, which Cooper oper- 
ates for Par, may be closed shortly. 
Negotiations are being carried on in 
the east, where Cooper makes his 
headquarters. 


A lifetime partnership between 
Cooper and Par, as being worked out, 
does not include the Standard Thea- 
tres Oklahoma group, in which War- 
ner Bros. is interested with Par and 
Cooper. 


U SPLITTING SALES 














Universal is planning three re- 
| gional sales confabs this year instead 
of one big national convention. They 
probably will be held next month 
in Chicago, San Francisco and in 
some eastern city. Plans were dis- 
closed this week by W. A. Scully, 
| U’s general sales manager, just back 
from product conferences on the 
| Coast. 

Of the 40 pictures which Univer- 
|sal will produce for 1939-40 (three 
will be made for U by Harry Ed- 
ington), Scully said that 17 will be 
| definitely budgeted as A films. Be- 
|sides the 40, Universal will have 
;seven Johnny Mack Brown westerns 
and seven outdoor melodramas fea- 
turing Richard Arlen and Andy De- 


vine. 








‘Frisco Appears Set 





Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America probably will hold its con- 
| vention this year in San Francisco. 
| Meeting is set for September or Oc- 

tober, and will enable the visiting 
'exhibitor delegates to attend the 
Golden Gate exposition 


Session last year was held in Ok- | 


Talk of holding the 


| lahoma City. 
New York was dis- 


convention in 


_carded because of probability that 


hotel rates would be high and ac- 
commodations difficult to secure. 


Despite Opposish 


CONFAB THREE WAYS 


For MPTOA Convention 





Variety Club’s Conclave 
Now Set for April 2 


Detroit, March 14. 





| distributor-exhibitor district meets 
has necessitated «moving 
pow-wow of Variety Clubs back one 
}week to April. Official headquar- 
}tercs will be in Book-Cadillac hotel 
| here. 





Annual formal stag dinner will be 
| held April 22. Frank J. Downey is 
banquet chairman, while heading 
|convention arrangements is John E. 
Flynn. 





_ MEETS GET 
COAST OK 


Los Angeles, March 14. 
Spurred by the decision of a num- 
ber of major distributing organiza- 
tions to hold sales conventions con- 
| siderably earlier this year than has 
| been the custom in the past, dis- 
tributor representatives on 





| holding midwinter sales conferences 
{and advancing the annual selling 
|season from summer to winter 
months. 

Warners, with a sales powwow 
|just completed this week in New 
| York, earliest on record, is setting 
| pace for the majors this year. 20th- 
Fox will hold its national sales con- 
vention March 30 in Chicago, and 
other majors are seriously consider- 
ing moving customary May or June 
powwows ahead. 

Film companies years ago emu- 
lated legit theatres by launching 
new seasons in early fall. Sales con- 
ventions were held during summer 
months and new selling seasons put 
under way during June or July. In 
many parts of country, filmeries are 





regardless of improved air-condi- 
tioned theatres, are more or less hit 
during hot weather period. 


Distributor reps here advocate the 
idea of the film season being put on 
a calendar year basis, rather than 
the time-worn fiscal year plan. This, 
they point out, would bring film sell- 
ing time to winter months, when ex- 
hibitors are in better frame of mind 
to discuss next season deals, due to 
general uptrend in business cus- 
tomary during that period, and with 
| market usually surfeited with high- 
| grade product. 








GREENMAN BACK WITH 
| F & M AS DISTRICT MGR. 





St. Louis, March 14. 
Harry Greenman, who left the 
| Fanchon & Marco interests here sev- 
| eral years ago to branch out as an 
| indie operator, has returned to the 


| fold and has been made a district | 


| manager of the St. Louis Amusement 


Co., which operates a chain of nabes | 
| in this city and in adjacent St. Louis | 


| County under F.&M. _ direction. | 
| Three of the houses that the Green- 
|man Theatres, Inc., headed by 


Greenman, had been operating here | 
| been acquired by F.&M. A fourth | 
_has been resold to the former owner. | 


| A. D. Magarian, an East St. Louis 
merchant. 


F.&M. is reported dickering for the 
acquisition of the Lexington, a North 
St. Louis nabe, which was operated 
by Greenman in conjunction with 
W. J. Colonna. 





MONO’S TEACHER 
Hollywood, March 14. 

Monogram pacted Fanchon Royer 
as advisor on a series of six kid pic- 
tures featuring Jackie Moran and 
Marcia Mae Jones. 

First of group goes into produc- 
j tion in two weeks. 





national | 


WB Paints Bright Financial Future; 
May Resume Pfd. Stock Dividends 


The financial prospects of Warner 


Bros. look very bright to the com- 
'pany’s chief executives. 
| the 
|company’s convention in New York 
| this week an optimistic picture of 
|improvement along these lines was 
Conflict with previously skedded | drawn for delegates. It was pointed 


In talks to 
sales forces assembled at the 


out that not only will there be an 
impressive lineup of pictures made 


this year, but present indications 
|}point to a profitable second and 
third-quarter financial report. 

With the company’s major finan- 
cial headache solved for the time 
being, via conversion of the bond 


issue and with prospects for a good 
liquid cash position, there is some 
reason to anticipate that WB may 
resume dividend payments on _ its 
preferred stock at the end of this 
fiscal year in August. 





WINTER SALES 


the | 
Coast are suggesting advisability of | 


frequently forced to close down dur- | 
ing summer dog days, and all spois, | 


There are 3,701,090 shares of com- 
mon outstanding and the last divi- 


|dend paid on common was $1 in 
| June, 1930. There are only 100,000 
preferred shares outstanding, with 


| most of this issue reported closely 
|held by the Warner brothers them- 


| selves. 


The last preferred dividend 
paid by the company was a 96%4c. 
quarterly on March 1, 1932. Arrears 
|on preferred to date total $26.95 per 
|share, and by the end of the fiscal 
year will be around $29 a share. 
$3,000,000 In Arrears 

Close observers believe there is 
little likelihood the company would 
| pay off almost $3,000,000 in accumu- 
lated back dividends and _ incline 
rather to the viewpoint that pre- 
| ferred dividends are likely to be re- 
| sumed instead. 

Security given by Warners for the 
$6,000,000 in loans from two N. Y. 
barks and one in Illinois involve 
| pledging all the capital stock and 
ali of the owned indebtedness of 
| Warner subsidiary companies, such 
|as Stanley Co. of America, First Na- 
| tional Theatres Corp., and the North- 
eastern Theatres, Inc. ~ 
, 
| Additional security, to be pledged 
|when the indebtedness under the 
barking credit cont-act reaches $3,- 
000,000, calls for WB executing and 
| delivering a mortgage on its Coast 
| studios. At the option of the banks 
| this mortgage may be increased to 
| the total amount borrowed. 





‘Snow White’ on Dual 


| At 15c ‘A Mistake,’ 


After Exhibs Squawk 


: Minneapolis, March 14. 

Exhibition of ‘Snow White’ as one 
end of a double feature program at 
the 15¢ Crystal theatre in the lower 
| loop here was without authorization 
| and without the knowledge of L. E. 
Goldhammer, RKO branch manager, 
the latter asserts. Goldnammer has 
| assured angry neighborhood exhibi- 
tors that ‘it won’t happen again.’ 

The Crystal theatre contract didn’t 
call for any double featuring of 
‘Snow White,’ but Irving Gillman, its 
| proprietor, explains ‘it was all mis- 
take.’ The policy of the grind sub- 
sequent-run house is double features, 
he explains, and he thought ‘Gold- 
hammer knew his intentions.’ Gill- 
man learned differently, however, 
when the furious RKO branch man- 
ager called him on the carpet. 

Relative to the reduction in per- 
centage terms from 40 to 30% after 
Goldhammer had announced that 
under no circumstances wouid the 
picture be sold for less in the Twin 
Cities, the RKO branch manager 
Says that the 39% for the hold-out 
| Minneapolis and St. Paul inde- 
pendent neighborhood exhibitors ap- 
plied only when the receipts failed 
to reach a specified figure. In a 
number of instances under the 30% 
contract, RKO has received up to 
60% for its share of the split, ac- 
cording to Goldhammer. 


$250,000 Suit Vs. 
Time Begins in N. Y. 


Trial of Lou Goldberg’s $250,009 








plagiarism action agzinst T1:, Ine., 
Started in the New York supreme 


court Monday; (13) before Justice 
Ferdinand Pecora. 

Goldberg claims that in January 
1933, he submitted the icea to Time 
of adapting its radio prcgrams to 
motion pictures. It is alleged that 
Roy E. Larsen, v.p. of Time, rejected 
the idea at the time, but later 
| adopted it. 








VARIETY 











'” great piece of e enter- 
tainment and a nox office smash. 


. Hollywood Variety 


| “Put this one down right 


now among the contenders for 
the Academy Awards for 1939." 


.. Associated Press 


| A really memorable 
screen experience. =... Film Daily 


f Gilt-edged entertain- 
| ment that will pay heavy 
dividends at the box office.’ 


. .- Hed Kann, in Box Office 
OPENING THIS WEEK 

RADIO CITY MUSIC 

HALL AND OTHER KEY 
RUNS THROUGHOUT 
| THE COUNTRY. 
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| Agents Pact 


Cut ’n’ Dried 








(Continued from page 5) 





provisions of the arbitration sections 
of the Code of Civil Procedure and 
with the same force and effect, and 
such arbitration shall take the place 
of the hearing provided under the 
Labor Code and shall take the place 
of the jurisdiction of the courts to 


hear and determine the controversy.’ 
Meet On Dotted Line 
A three-year contract is being 


inked this week between the Screen | 


Directors Guild and major film com- 
panies. Definite agreement on all 
phases of the pact was reached at a 
conference between two groups in 
offices of Joseph M. Schenck at 20th- 
Fox. 

Under contract, directors are 
given right to sit in during prepara- 
tion of scripts, will have an acknowl- 
edged voice in selection of casts, and 
will be given a ‘reasonable time’ to 
edit pictures. Directors will have 
right of supervision over first rough 
cut, instead of daily changes being 
made in rushes by the producer. 


Minimum salary of unit managers, 
who will have a separate contract 
from that of directors and assistants, 
is fixed at $150 week. First assistant 
directors, who free-lance, will be 
paid a minimum of $137.50 per week, 
and those under contract will get a 
minimum of $125. Second assistant 
directors, who work on an hourly 
basis, will be guaranteed a minimum 
of $61.20 per week. 

Negotiations between producers 
and Screen Writers Guild will con- 
tinue this week, the SWG having 
waived the Producer-Screen Play- 
wrights, Inc., contract as an issue. 
The SWG said it would stand on the 
recognition of producers as exclusive 
bargaining representative for all 
scriveners and their promise that 
the SP pact will be terminated when 
end if a contract is inked with the 
Guilders. 

Negotiations for the producers are 
being handled by Attorneys Homer 
Mitchell, Alfred Wright, Mendel Sil- 
berberg and George Cohen, aided by 


a producer sub-committee composed | 


of Darryl F. Zanuck, Hal B. Wallis 
and E. J. Mannix. The writers are 
represented by their counsel, Leon- 
ard S. Janofsky, Charles Brackett, 
SWG prexy, Philip Dunne and Don- 
ald Ogden Stewart. 


Playwrights Stand Pat 


John Lee Mahin, president of SP, 
has announced that his organization 
will not make any move to cancel its 
working agreement with the com- 

anies, He said the pact was a bind- 
ng piece of paper and that the Play- 
wrights intend to stand on it. Con- 
tract is subject to cancellation upon 
six months notice by either group. 


Hearing before National Labor Re- 
lations Board on the SWG complaint 
charging producers with unfair labor 
Practice has been recessed until 
March 23, subject to reconvening 
upon 48 hours notice from either side 
that an impasse has been reached in 
negotiations. SWG leaders were sur- 
prised when Homer Mitchell, repre- 
senting producer attorneys, arose as 
hearing opened and stated: 


‘Keeping in mind that we do not 
concede that the National Labor Re- 
lations Act compels us to bargain 
collectively, we do here and now of- 
fer to bargain collectively with the 
Screen Writers Guild as the ex- 
clusive bargaining representative for 
screen writer employees. If that is 
not sufficient, we offer to recognize 
the Screen Writers Guild as the ex- 
clusive bargaining agent of that 
union and we ask the Screen Writers 
Guild to sit down and bargain col- 
lectively with us in an attempt to 
reach an agreement. We stand ready 


to commence bargaining here and 
now. 


‘This offer is not offered as a dila- 
tory move, but in the sincere belief 
that we can sit down together and 
work out an agreement. The con- 
tract between the producers and the 
Screen Playwrights, Inc., is not and 
never has been a barrier to an agree- 
ment with the Screen Writers Guild.’ 

Following acceptance of the offer, 
the executive board of SWG issued 
the following statement: 

We are very glad in the interest 


of peace and harmony in the indus- 


ee 
—_—_— 
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try to grant a short recess, We hope, 
however, that we shall not once 
again be disappointed as to the pro- 
ducers’ desire to grant us in reality 
the exclusive bargaining rights to 
which we are entitled under the pro- 
visions of the Wagner Act. As any- 
one knows, this reality can only be 
achieved by termination of the pres- 
}ent so-called contract between the 
|producers and the Screen Play- 
| wrights, Inc.’ 


Extras’ Status Disputed 


Attaches of the NLRB have stated 

that the question of whether an ex- 
tra is an employee must be deter- 
mined before any action can be 
taken on the application of Cinema 
|Players, Inc., for certification as 
|bargaining representative for all 
extras. It was pointed out that ex- 
tras are only casuals and are not 
| listed on the payroll of any film com- 
|pany. They receive calls from Cen- 
tral Casting Corp. and are paid in 
cash daily on a voucher issued by 
Central Casting. 
Tops in the Screen Actors Guild 
are huddling with engineers of the 
telephone company in an effort to 
work out some plan that will relieve 
telephone congestion at Central dur- 
|ing the rush hours. Many extras are 
|now forced to dial for 30 minutes 
| before they can reach Central to de- 
|termine whether they have been 
called to work the next day. 

Two court suits to test the right 
of labor crafts to expell, or suspend, 
members have been filed in superior 
court here. Irene Lacey, of Makeup 








ization to expell her, while E. H. 
Bookasta, an extra, is questioning his 
suspension by the SAG. 

Fight for 
workers in the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees was 
renewed with filing by James Shaw 
of an amended application for ap- 
pointment of a receiver for Studio 
Technicians Local 37. Shaw is also 
seeking to unseat present officers, 
whom he claims were elected ille- 
gally, and asks for a restraining or- 
der to stop expenditure of organiza- 
tion’s funds. His first application 
was dismissed on a technicality, but 
he was allowed 10 days in which to 
amend it. 

In the meantime, action has been 
instituted against Local 37 by Glen 
Goodman for back rent which has 
accumulated since the local was 
granted autonomy by the IATSE in- 
ternational. 


Seramble for Centrel 

With various groups fighting to 
control studio locals, situation is be- 
coming more confused almost daily. 
Petitions are now being circulated in 
the studios asking the IATSE inter- 
national to recall autonomy and 
handle bargaining negotiations for 
the members. George E. Browne, in- 
ternational president of the IATSE, 
is expected here to make a personal 
investigation of the situation. 

Meeting of the executive board of 
Studio Utility Employees Local 724 
has been calied for Thursday night 
(16) to fix a deadline on the demand 
that producers hike pay of laborers 
to 82% cents an hour. Demand for 
the increase was submitted to Pat 
Casey last week by L. C. Helm, busi- 
ness representative of SUE. 

Film labor crafts have started a 
campaign for reinstatement of Dr. 
Towne Nylander as regional director 
here for the NLRB. Dr, Nylander 
was suspended following report he 
had stated in a speech that whenever 
the NLRB prepared a case ‘the em- 
ployer hasn’t got a chance.’ Central 
Labor Council has adopted a resolu- 
tion opposing his suspension, while 
Studio Carpenters and other crafts 
have wired the NLRB in Washing- 
ton urging that Dr. Nylander be re- 
stored to duty. 

Musicians Local 47 Club has re- 
elected Henry J. Alberti, C. L. Bag- 
ley, Harry Baldwin, George 
Campbell, J. W. Gillette and Lindsay 
E. Simons as directors. 
ney was named to replace John J. 
Sewell. 





New Coast Theatres 


Los Angeles, March 14. 

Harry Milstein and Albert Mellin- 
koff opened their new 800-seat Gar- 
dena, 

Roy Hunt’s new film house, being 
built in partnership with Fox West 
Coast in Riverside, will be named 
the LaAnza. 

California theatre in Glendale 
damaged $15,000 by fire. Chief loss 
was backstage to sound equipment. 

Jules Laurent replaced Gene Koh- 
ler as manager of Strand, Pasadena. 
Kohler on leave of absence, due to 
illness. 
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BERNHARD CALLS WB 


ZONE MGRS. TO HUDDLE 


Back from a short vacation follow- 
ing a recent illness, during which he 
was laid up at a N. Y. sanitarium, 
Joseph Bernhard, Warner theatre 
head, called in all his zone managers 


fer huddles Monday (13) and yester- 
day (Tuesday) at the home office. 
Other execs sat in at the latter, nota- 
bly those of the theatre department. 
The zone managers in to discuss 
current operating problems and 
plans include James Coston, Chicago; 
Nat Wolf, Cleveland; I. J. Hoffman, 
New Haven; Don Jacocks, Newark; 
Moe Silver, Albany; Ted Schlanger, 
Philadelphia; Harry Kalmine, Pitts- 
burgh; John Payette, Washington, 
and Herb Copelan, Atlantic City. 


REPUBLIC BUYS 











Hollywood, March 14. 
Ownership of the old Mack Sen- 





Artists, questions right of the organ- | 


control of 12,000 film 


H. | 


Jack B. Ten- | 


nett studios, now occupied by Repub- 
| lie Pictures, passes to Republic in a 
| deal negotiated by Herbert J. Yates, 
| in a deal closed this week. 

Studio was leased by Mascot Pic- 
tures about three years ago. When 
Republic absorbed Mascot from Nat 
Levine, it took over the Mascot lease, 
which had another year or so to go. 

Lessor of the studio is Guaranty 
Liquidating Corp. of L. A. 





H’wood - B’way 











(Continued from page 7) 





particular, is believed to have stirred 
the studios to action. Deal is not 
only on a percentage of the picture 
profits (a type of contract Hollywood 
has previously nixed), but was ne- 
gotiated before the play’s premiere 
out of town. Fact that the buyer is 
| Katharine Hepburn also raises the 
| possibility of similar actor or actor- 
| author deals in the future, which 
|might bring about an entirely new 
‘setup in the legit-film situation. 
| Other percentage deals already set 
| involve ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ and 
| ‘Of Mice and Men.’ 

Undoubtedly a potent factor in the 
present picture is the new Gordon- 
RKO tieup. Through his Max Gor- 
don Plays and Pictures, the legit 
showman will head a unit production 
outfit for the studio, with the latter 
advancing coin for legit buys, film 
production costs and subsequently 
releasing the completed pictures. 
Gordon bought ‘Abe’ under that ar- 
| rangement and has a deal in the 
| works for ‘American Way.’ In the 
‘latter case it virtually amounts to 
|RKO backing Broadway legit pro- 
| duction, as Gordon is co-producer of 
the Kaufman-Hart spectacle. 

| 








Film Execs on Own 

Since any other studio could get 
| around the ‘secret agreement’ by set- 
‘ting up similar unit production deals 
| with Broadway showmen, it is evi- 
| dent that the studio boycott of the 
| Guild’s Minimum Basic Agreement is 
| now little more than a gesture. That 
| is particularly so in view of the 
| known fact that even while the film 
/companies themselves have refused 
‘to participate in Broadway financing, 
a number of their executives have 
'invested, ostensibly. on a personal 
| basis. 


| Studio opposition to the Minimum 


|Basic Agreement was obviously 
| based on financial reasons, so it is 
evident that Hollywood will quickly 
/resume legit production any time it 
seems profitable. As far as Warners 
is concerned, that company has ap- 
_ parently just about decided to re- 
‘enter the Broadway field, chiefly 
\from a desire to produce the Kings- 
\ley play. Pointed out, however, that 


| Warners profited from its legit activ- | 
lities under the old MBA, whereas | 


|some of the other studios, notably 


Metro, incurred substantial losses. 
If and when Hollywood does re- 


sume legit financing under the MBA, 
‘the ‘Philadelphia Story’ deal has 
pointed the way for film buys to be 
| set before production, with the actual 
| price set on a percentage of the pic- 
|ture’s gross. That is not the same 
‘method as would be used under the 
‘Wharton plan,’ which calls for the 
price to be based on the gross from 


| Broadway run. 
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Moves Up as Reade's 
Ass't; Theatres, Exchanges Active 





Jay Wren, manager of Reade’s 
Community, Morristown, N. J., has 
been named assistant to Walter 
Reade, Jr., and assumes that post 
Friday (17). He will be stationed in 
the Reade circuit's N. Y. home 
office. His duties will be mostly in 
the nature of publicity. 
John McNulty, formerly manager 
of Reade’s Savoy, in Asbury Park, 
N. J., takes over Wren’s old spot in 
Morristown. 
U’s New K. C. Exchange 
Kansas City, March 14. 

Construction of a two-story build- 
ing to be occupied by Universal ex- 
change will begin in next 30 days. 
Site is on 18th street between Cen- 
tral and Wyandotte, amidst film row. 
Building is being erected by Dr. 
Nathan Zoglin on basis of a 10-year 
lease to U 





Fox-Midwest Reopens House 
Kansas City, March 14. 
Fox-Midwest is reopening the Il- 
| linois, Jacksonville, Ill., this week, 
following a complete renovation and 
modernization of the former opera 


house. Ralph Bartlett is the man- 
ager. 

Illinois is a 1,200-seater. Fox also 
operates the Majestic in Jackson- 


ville. 





Lincoln Doings 
Lincoln, March 14. 

F. W. Anderson has reopened the 
Joyo here. Theatre has been dark 
a year. 

Joe Jacobs, Minneapolis, is doing 
this territory as Col’s new exchange 
manager in Omaha, He replaced Iz 
Wainer. 

M. Biemond, manager of the Ord, 
Ord, Neb., is in the hospital with a 
broken collar bone after an auto 
wreck. 

Plans for building a new theatre 
are underway in O’Neill, Neb., by 
Sumner Downey. It will be operated 
by Mrs. Georgia O. Rasley, who op- 
erates the Royal here on a lease ar- 
rangement. 





Pa. House Sold 
Pittsburgh, March 14. 

Roscoe theatre, Roscoe, Pa, near 
here, has been sold by Andy Batti- 
son to Sam Paletta, of New Kensing- 
ton. Battison, however, isn’t with- 
drawing from biz entirely. He will 
continue wih his brother, an Export, 
Pa., exhib. 

Mike Karolcik, owner of Perry 
nearby Perryopolis, Pa., says he'll 
be a candidate at next polling day for 


re-election as a Fayette county com- 
missioner. 

Harry Seed, head of WB exchange 
here, was named zone chairman for 
annual Will Rogers memorial drive. 





Coast Activities 


Los Angeles. 
George Smith is remodeling a mar- 
ket building to be opened shortly 
as Regal theatre. Smith also op- 
erates the Jade. 
Spyros Cardos and Harry Marx 


traded managerial jobs, Cardos shift- 
ing to Grauman’s Chinese, and Marx 
to Loew’s Siate. 

Fox Uptown theatre reopened Fri- 
day (10) after reconditioning at a 
cost of $11,000. 

Gene Kohler, formerly at the 
Strand theatre, Pasadena, named 
treasurer of Grauman’s Chinese, re- 
placing Lon Mengston, resigned. 





Upsal, Philly, Changes Hands 
Philadelphia, March 14. 
Upsal theatre here has changed 
ownership to I, Edward Kapner and 
Sidney A. Kapner, both ops of other 
houses in this territory. It will be 
extensively altered and redecorated. 
Unique theatre, which recently 
changed hands, reopened Saturday 
night (11) after undergoing renova- 
tions and modernization of equip- 
ment, It is now owned by I. Yaffe. 





Joe Jacobs, of Minneapolis, has 
assumed managership of the Colum- 
bia distribution offices here. He suc- 
ceeds I. M. Weiner, 


32 INDIE SPOTS 
IN BUYING POOL 





Columbus, March 14. 

A product-buying pool has been 
started here with the formation of 
the Theatre Service, Inc, a non- 
profit Ohio corporation. Nine ex- 
hibitors, operating 32 houses in four 
Ohio cities, form the pool. Tem- 
porary offices have been opened in 
the Grand theatre building here. 

Virgil A. Jackson is president, F. 





W. Rowlands v.p., and Max Stearn 
secretary-treasurer. 
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JAMES CAGNEY 
“The OKLAHOMA KID” 


A Warner Bros, Picture 
ON THE STAGE 
WILL OSBORNE and Orch. 
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Anna May Wong And Band 
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MUSIC HALL 


“LOVE AFFAIR” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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"3 SMART GIRLS 
GROW UP" 


UNITED RIVOLI 


ARTISTS 
Deors Open 9:30 A.M. 


Broadwa 
at 49th St. 
MIDNITE SHOWS 














NELSON 


EDDY UD 
in “LET FREEDOM RING” 


Coming Thursda 
“ICE FOLLIES OF 1939” 
Starring JOAN CRAWFORD 


YGMALION 


15th Big Week! Aa M-GM Hi 





Clark GABLE 
in “‘Idiot’s 
Delight” 


Geo. HALL 
& Orch in Person 


“Topper Takes 
a Trip” 


KITTY CARLISLE 
in Person 
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HE’S LOOKING FOR A 
BIGGER WORD THAN 





COLOSSAL! 


... to describe the amazing hit record of M-G-M thus far in 1939 and 
the Big Ones to follow immediately. And the year has barely begun! 


SWEETHEARTS 
JEANETTE MacDONALD, NELSON EDDY 


STAND UP AND FIGHT 


WALLACE BEERY, ROBERT TAYLOR _ 
Florence Rice, Helen Broderick, Charles Bickford 


IDIOT’S DELIGHT 
NORMA SHEARER, CLARK GABLE 


Edward Arnold, Charles Coburn, Joseph Schildkrauf, 


FOUR GIRLS IN WHITE 


Florence Rice, Una Merkel, Ann Rutherford 
Mary Howard, Alan Marshal 


HONOLULU 


ELEANOR POWELL, ROBERT YOUNG 
GEORGE BURNS and GRACIE ALLEN. 


THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN 


MICKEY ROONEY, Walter Connolly, William Frawley’ 


Rex Ingram, Lynne Carver, Jo Ann Sayers 


FAST AND LOOSE 


ROBERT MONTGOMERY, ROSALIND RUSSELL, 


LET FREEDOM RING 


NELSON EDDY, Virginia Bruce, Victor McLaglen, 
Lionel Barrymore, Edward Arnold 





THE ICE FOLLIES OF 1939 


JOAN CRAWFORD 
James Stewart, Lew Ayres, Lewis Stone 


PYGMALION 


LESLIE HOWARD 
Wendy Hiller 


SERGEANT MADDEN 


| WALLACE BEERY 
Tom Brown, Alan Curtis, Laraine Day 


BROADWAY SERENADE 


JEANETTE MacDONALD 
Lew Ayres, Ian Hunter, Frank Morgan 


CALLING DR. KILDARE 


LEW AYRES, LIONEL BARRYMORE 
Lynne Carver, Nat Pendleton 


| LUCKY NIGHT 
ROBERT TAYLOR, MYRNA LOY 


MAIDEN VOYAGE 


ROBERT YOUNG 
Annabella, Billie Burke, Reginald Owen 


THE HARDYS RIDE HIGH 
Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney 
Cecilia Parker, Fay Holden 


THE FRIENDLY COMPANY 
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CLUBWOMEN WARN RADIO 


FRIENDLY TIP ON. 
JUVENILE STUFF 


Tendency of Kid Programs 
Gets Bad Again—Secret 
Meetings with Admen in 


New York 


a 


McNINCH ANGLE 


one 


Advertising agency and sponsor 
representatives were made aware 
last week of a new chapter of the 
perennial kid show protest. All of 
the detuils of what happened and 
why are still not clear. But infor- 
mation from advertising sources in- 
dicates that the demand for ‘doing 
something about’ radio’s children’s 
hour was seriously up again. 


Behind the superficial meaning of 
the events of last week was a re- 
ported political tactic to corral the 
clubwomen behind the pending Mc- 
Ninch reorganization of the Federal 
Communication Commission. Mc- 


WNYC as Laboratory 





Morris Novik, manager of 
WNYC, offered New York City’s 
municipally operated station as 
an experimental laboratory for 
kid programs to the standing 
radio committee which was set 
up last week by four prominent 
women’s groups. Novik made 
but one proviso in his proffer, 
and that is, this committee as- 
sume the supervision of the juve 
series. 

WNYC would provide an hour 
a day throughout the week for 
this experiment, 








Ninch was due to address a group at 
luncheon in New York last Friday. 
It was to be very hush-hush and 
behind closed doors. Leaders of 
clubwomen opinion were to be pres- 
ent. What McNinch intended to say 
is not known. He didn’t say it. The 
luncheon was cancelled on account 
of his asserted illness. 

On the previous Tuesday, again 
in New York, reps of four women’s 
groups gathered at luncheon with 
advertising men. The women’s clubs 
had learned from the networks that 
the sponsor was the ultimate au- 
thority. This had been emphasized 
as recently as Jan. 12 at an NBC 
luncheon. Hence the meeting to 
present their protests to the admen. 
Because of the secrecy exaggerated 
reports quickly spread. 

Did Industry a Faver 

Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, chairman 
of the radio committee of the Gen- 
eral Federation of Women’s Club, 
yesterday (Tuesday) admitted what 
the admen reported. She lifted the 
lid from one of those incidents 
which started out as an effort to do 
the broadcasting industry a good 
turn but developed into a hub-bub 
with all sorts of mysterious im- 
plications. Mrs. Milligan now re- 
grets the pledge of hush-hush that 
she had imposed upon those present 
at the occasion from which the im- 
plications stemmed and hopes that 
her explanation will dissipate the 
various motives attributed to her 
deed. 

Groups involved were the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, the 
United Parents Association, the 
American Legion Auxiliary and the 
National Society of New England 
Women, 

In getting in her luncheon before 
the scheduled McNinch talk, states 
Mrs. Milligan, she had acted strictly 
out of a spirit of fairness and with 
the utmost of honorable intentions. 
She had been reading numerous 
articles in women’s magazines at- 
tacking radio programs and ques- 
tion the wisdom of continuing the 


American system of private opera- | 


tion of broadcasting. Mrs. Milligan 
had also been concerned by the 
strong current of propaganda in 
favor of Government operated radio 


| 


} 





riously and they offer fuel to 


ment into legislation. 


gains added significance since 
cover. Every effort was made 
edge of it secret. 


reform, as designed to fit an arc 
Ninch is keystone. 


cause of kid programs ought 
to take this risk? 


liable trouble-maker. 


discovery. Repeated flareups 


known American habit of translating senti- 


Last week there was a very important meet- 
ing in New York (see adjoining story), which 


It was apparently designed 
to prevent Frank McNinch from stampeding 
the clubwomen in favor of his idea of radio 


Whatever the full story or the full degree of 
danger that exists at this time, the fact that 
the radio industry is again on the hot spot be- 


one thought—how can the networks continue 
The children’s hour, more 
than any other type of program, is radio’s re- 
It’s no secret, it’s no new 
test the nature of the problem and the need 
to take a long-view perspective and arrive at 
a permanent and satisfactory solution. 


It looks like the networks cannot trust the 


KID TROUBLE IN AGAIN 


Clubwomen are reported on the warpath 
again. This time it’s apparently 
has been a drift back to goosepimples and a 
tendency to substitute adult comics for kid 
shows and at the children’s hour. Cliff-hangers 
are still just numerous enough to remain a red 
flag to the mothers who take motherhood se- 





serious. There 


respect. 
feed the well- 


advertising agencies with kid programs. 
slugger type of merchandising man is rhinoc- 
eros-thick to the sucial and family aspects. 
He’s out to sell goods. 
lowing these agencies to jeopardize their whole 
social case—remarkably good in every other 


The 


The networks are al- 


Advertising agencies are so accustomed to 


doing pretty much as they please that they 


it was under- 
to keep knowl- 


vice versa. 
h of which Mc- 
They are, all 
alibi the next 


to drive home 


in the past at- 





SECRET SURVEY 
OF AIR DISCS 


Speculation has been aroused 
among broadcasters as to the actual 
underwriter of the recording method 


survey that the Reuben H. Donnelly 
Corp., publisher of classified phone 
directories, is conducting. The letter 
which comes attached to a question- 
naire states that the poll is being 
taken for an agency. 

Donnelly Corp’s letter explains 
that the queries are being addressed 
to leading radio stations with a view 
to finding out whether they prefer 
the transcription service of the 
World Broadcasting System to that 
of RCA Victor, or vice versa. 

Broadcasters are asked to check in 
the questionnaire such questions as 
to whether they have equipment for 
vertical or lateral transcriptions, or 
both; which quality they prefer for 
broadcasting (1) speech, (2) music, 
and which does a better job of ship- 
ping. 








that has begun to take affect upon 
clubwomen and she thought that 
something ought to be done to give 
these women more than one side of 
the picture. 

It was then that she arranged for 
last Tuesday’s luncheon to which she 
invited as speakers representatives 
of the networks and ad agencies. It 
was her idea to have everybody at 
the gathering to take down his or 
her hair and blow off steam as to 
what’s wrong with kid programs and 
what ought to be done about it. 
Among the speakers were Frank 
Mason, NBC v.-p. and Arthur Pryor, 
Jr., v.-p. in charge of radio for 
BB.D. & O. At the close of the 
chinfest the attendees were asked 
not to repeat what had been said to 
anyone on the outside. 

Mrs. Milligan added yesterday that 


was not as keenly aware as it should 
be of the deep feeling among women 
against the trend in kid programs 
and how broadly they have begun 
to lean toward the acceptance of 
Government operated radio. She 
herself, Mrs. Milligan said, is for 


giving 





things criticized about them. 


she still felt that the radio industry | 


private operation and in favor of|all writers at present affiliated with 
the broadcasting industry|AFRA. Also stipulated that the or- 
every opportunity to.express its own | ganizational setup of RWG is to be 
points of view on the subject of kid altered on a national basis, with Los 
programs and to try to rectify the; Angeles and Chicago given equal 


seldom even get the point. 
accept the slight rules they are asked to follow 
and systematically try to beat them, get around 
them, or create -new equivalents to old evils. | programs. 


nursemaids for the kiddies. 
astray every time. 


They grudgingly 


things considered, impossible 
They'll lead ’em 
Let the networks try to 
time they get caught out on a 


lin ona kid program! 


The Children’s hour is an adult problem. It 
should be taken over and controlied by the net- 
works, including the writing, directing and 
general order of events. To expect aggressive 
sales-worshipping admen to be subtle or sym- 
pathetic is naive. 
must know that the clubwomen, the church- | 100% representation in all the NBC 
men and the whole crowd of critical-minded | owned 
folks have memories like elephants, patience 
and connections. 


Meantime the networks 





SYKES SHINGLE OUT 


Commissioner Resigns to Join Paul 
Spearman Firm 








Washington, March 14. 

Resignation of Judge Eugene O. 
Sykes, service medalist of the FCC, 
becomes effective April 1. Desire to 
leave the regulatory madhouse was 
expressed to President Roosevelt— 
and promptly accepted—last week, 
as forecast. 

Plans to join the local law firm— 
specializing in FCC practices—of 
Spearman, Stephens and Robertson, 
which is intimately related to the 
airwave constabulary. (Spearman 
used to be assistant general counsel, 
Robertson his assistant, and Stephens 
the Mississippi senator who helped 
all of the others to get their jobs.) 

Prior indications were that the 
FCC would comprise Commissioners 
Frank R. McNinch, Thad H. Brown 
and Sykes if Congress ever enacts 
the brain-trusted reorganization bill. 





2d Brown-Williamsen Show 


Brown & Williamson Tobacco is 
putting another show on NBC. It 
will be the 10:30 to 11 p.m. stretch 
on the red (WEAF) link Tuesday 
nights. 

Program _ will 


originate from 


ARCH OBOLER’ 
PLAYGROUND 


Series of tmaginative dramatic 
sustaining shows, tabbed ‘Arch 
Oboler’s Plays,’ begins airing March 
25 over NBC red, with the author 
having complete charge of produc- 
tion. Aimed for an adult audience, 
the show will not be horror stuff, 
but fantastic yarns with a psycho- 
logical slant. Contract is for 13 
weeks and calls for 30-minute stan- 
zas at 10 p.m., Saturdays. 

Each edition will be a separate 
story without connecting theme with 
the others. Opening shot will be 
tabbed ‘The Ugliest Man in the 
World.” Oboler will have freedom 
from censorship, with the under- 
standing that he must merely ob- 
serve the rules of good taste. Un- 
derstood he plans to get away from 
the habitual radio performers as far 
as possible, 

Novachord will be used for the 








WLW, Cincinnati. 


bridging. 





Radio Scripters 


Outside AFRA 





Los Angeles Board of AFRA Urges Ratification of 


Jurisdictional Peace Pact 





Hollywood, March 14. 

Local board of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists has ap- 
proved the jurisdictional agreement 
recently reached by the joint com- 
mittee of AFRA and Radio Writers’ 
Guild reps. Action was taken last 
week, the board at the same time 
asking the AFRA national body to} 
renew its previous okay of the joint 
committee’s work. 

Actual details of the agreement 
| will be worked out by the joint com- 
| mittee, with the deal calling for the 
|transfer to RWG within 60 days of 











j representation on the board. National 


jurisdiction over radio scripters goes 
to RWG. 





Was Denied 


| notice 


+ 


WEBS ASK % 
ON AFRA SCALE 


Officials of NBC and Columbia 
opened Monday (13) a series of talks 
with the American Federation of Ra- 
dio Actors over the question of al- 
lowing a commission on actor and 
singer bookings which pay no more 
than the minimum scale. The net- 
works feel that they should be per- 
mitted to collect their 10% since they 
perform a legitimate service. Re- 
quest pertains strictly to commercial 








| Union contends that the basic scale 


The agencies kick the networks around, not | iS t00 low to allow any such deduc- 
Admen violate half the canons of 
professional priority, ask, expect and get privi- 
leges nobody else would dream of demanding. 


| tions. Webs point out that since a 
| small portion of actors and singers 
have entry to ad agencies, they re- 
bee an agent and that it’s better 
| for the union to follow Equity’s 
practice of allowing commissions on 
| scale fees than to subject the mem- 
bers to chiseling and kickback prac- 
tices. 

NBC and CBS haven't in recent 
years deducted commissions for sus- 
taining programs involving dramatic 
players. 





AFRA 100% with NBC 


San Francisco, March 14. 
Signing of KPO-KGO announcers 
by American Federation of Radio 
| Artists here last week gives AFRA 





and operated stations 
| throughout the country, according to 
|John B. Hughes, president of the 
local chapter of AFRA. He explains 
that a special waze scale for an- 
| houncers handling regional network 
|shows covering the eleven western 
| states is now being worked out by 
| AFRA in New York. ; 


| Up until now no local announcer 
on the NBC staff would have been 
able to work on a transcontinental 
| commercial originating here. Fact 
that local network commercials have 
not gone beyond regional networks 
for sdme time avoided any show- 
down with AFRA on this point. With 
}the exception of two mikemen at 
| KSFO, all of the other local network 
stations are employing AFRA an- 
nouncers exclusively. 

AFRA is gradually working for a 
closed shop here. Negotiations are 
now under way with Don Lee in Los 
Angeles which will cover KFRC 
here. If this goes through, and it is 
likely that it will, inasmuch as the 
stations are practically 100% manned 
by AFRA members now, stations 
will be able to engage new artists 
and if they click and are kept on the 
| staff they will then be required to 
join AFRA. 





A SON IS BORN 


And It’s Not Reutine Vital Statistics 
—Not in Washington! 
Washington, March 14. 
Jesse Willard, manager of WJSV, 
has achieved an eight-pound replica 
of himself. This appearance of male 
progeny in the professicnal circles 
of Washington, which are notorious 
'—and terribly self-conscious—about 
| producing only daughters, has made 
| Willard the man of the hour. 











the above birth 
(not in this paper’s depart- 
mental style) is the fcllowing memo 
from Washington, which is a cry 
from bleeding hearts that cannot be 


Accompanying 


}ignored even by a VAnieTy mugg. 


Reads the memo: 
Dear Editor: 
Really, this is a hell of a sensi- 





Action by the Los Angeles local in 
approving the joint committee's 
agreement merely verifies previous 
stories in Variety and denied by 
AFRA officials in New York and on | 
the "Coast. Figured that aside from 
avoiding a jurisdictional fight in-| 
volving the Authors League of 
America and the Associated Actors | 
and Artistes of America, the move is | 
mostly of a technical nature. Radio 
Writers’ Guild, through its affiliation 
with the Screen Writers Guild, al-| 
ready had an overwhelming major- | 
ity of the leading scripters on the} 
Coast, just as it has in New York 
and Chicago through its tie with the 


Dramatists Guild and Authors Guild. ' 


tive spot, in our circle, ard more 
importance is attached to bearing a 
son than-to getting the Variety 
plaque, or ‘the Pulitzer prize. I'm 


| counting on you to understand the 


small Washington birth-rate and to 
realize what an undertaking it is 
to have a son in this nest of female 
children. Sufiice it to say that this 
is the only boy-child that I have 
observed among our colleagues in 
10 years. Please give the poor lit- 
tle creature the break—which all of 
them would like to have—and have 
him immortalized in Varrety. 

Louis Tanpe, continuity editor at 
WINS, New York, has joined Weill 
& Wilkins, N. Y. 
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'ASCAP Will Come, If Invited, 
But Skeptical of N.A.B. Huddle; 
Nuisance Suits Seen as Defi 





American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers received 
word last week that Oklahoma has 
been added to the list of states in 
which bills aimed directly at it have 
been introduced during the current 
legislative session. The measure is 
similar to those that have been in- 
troduced in such states as Florida, 
Nebraska, Connecticut and Montana 
and seeks to compel copyright own- 
ers to file a list of their compositions 
with the state secretary, bar two or 
more such owners from jointly li- 
censing their wares and to impose a 
tax on all performance collections 
made in the state. 

ASCAP officials declared last week 
that they doubted whether anything 
constructive would come out of the 
meeting of the copyright committee 
of the National Association of Broad- 
casters which is scheduled to open at 
the Ambassador March 20. Instead 
of working toward a solution of the 
differences between ASCAP and the 
industry, it was expected that the 
four days would be devoted to dis- 
cussing the advantages and disad- 
vantages of various methods of de- 
stroying the Society. 

The ASCAP officials will, if in- 
vited, send one of their spokesmen 
to address the broadcasters, even 
though the impression within 
ASCAP is that the broadcasters 
would be loath to deprive themselves 
of their ‘perennial whipping boy’ and 
the ‘target of their annual emotional 
spree.’ 


HALEY, PENNER, PONDS 








Ed Wolf, NBC Director, 
Quits to Free Lance 


Ed Wolf, director and producer at 
NBC, New York, for the last six 
| years, has resigned effective March 
\24. He will freelance. 

Wolf, who directed the ‘Pepper 
Young’ show for nearly six years 
(part of time when serial was known 
| as ‘Red Davis’), will probably con- 
ltinue directorial work on this pro- 
|gram. He directed ‘Road to Life’ 
'and ‘Personal Column of the Air’ 
| while with NBC, both Chipso-spon- 
|sored shows. 


GENE AND GLENN BACK 
WITH SPANG BAKERS 


Cleveland, March 14. 

Gene and Glen, who became local 
air faves under monickers of ‘Jake 
and Lena’ about eight years ago, are 
re-signed by their original sponsor, 
Spang Baking Co., beginning March 
20 over WTAM again. Pair, both 
native Clevelanders, are now guest- 
starring for annual Cleveland Food 
Show at civic auditorium. Deal was 
fixed and announced on event’s first 
day, which pulled 16,000 attendance. 

Contracts would have been set 
earlier by Hal Gallagher of WTAM 
but for a certain understanding with 
Walter W. Knight, manager of food 
show. Knight thought any full- 
length advance broadcasts would 
hurt show and asked Gallagher to 
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Hollywood, March 14. 


Gene Carroll and Glen Rowell, 
who were started here by John 


Three Coast shows got their notice Royal, will move here from Chicago, 


last week. 


Jack Haley for Con- where they have been airing over 


, 
tinental Baking, Joe Penner, Huskies, | NBC Ted network. 


and the Pond’s seriz!, ‘Those We 
Love,’ finish out their string April 
7, at the latest. No replacements un- 


til next fall, 


Penner winds up March 30, Thurs- 





Downey’s Dad Hurt. 


Father of Morton Downey, now on 
the Pall Mall radio show with 


day time spot on Columbia wil be |S Stsuit af” an automobile crash 
en over by Post Toasties’ Joe : 

E. Brown, now airing on Saturday. | "3" ‘Wallingtord, Cone. prvi —— 
Haley, Penner and Brown are in the | 28° He suffered a brain concussion. 


Benton & Bowles lineup. Ponds is 


a J. Walter Thompson account. 


Dunhill’s ‘Name Three’ 








Dunhill will inaugurate a weekly 


He is fire chief of Wallingford 
and, though 70 years old, was driv- 
ing his car homeward when it left 
the road and smashed :n’> a tree, 


GEORGE MAYNARD’S BERTH 


George Maynard, former musical 








30-minute auiz show over Mutual director of NBC’s ‘Musical America’ 
beginning April 10, through the program, was made director in NBC 


Biow agency. 


Title will be ‘Name Three.’ Dave 


production Dept. last week. 
Originally with NBC till 1932 as 


Terry’s orchestra will background. a script writer, Maynard left that 





FRANK FERRIN ELEVATED 
Chicago, March 14. 


Frank Ferrin has been elevated to 
the title of v. p. in charge of radio 


spot to go to Paris to study music, 
subsequently returning to become 
‘America’s’ director. 





Jack Stapp to WSM 
Jack Stapp has quit as assistant 


for the Henri Hurst & McDonald | production manager for CBS in New 


agency here. 


York to become program manager 


Ferrin has been with agency for | of WSM, Nashville. 


several years as program director. 


Latter is his home town. 
OO AL A TE SLE SAR A SS 















i 





NOW IN EDITORIAL AND 


ADVERTISING 










1939-40 
VARIETY 


TETY 
RADIO DIRECTORY 






PREPARATION 














Meet Edgar Bergen 





Even though he rates as 

radio’s No. 1 comedy act, Edgar 
Bergen found out last week that 
‘he’s pretty much of an unknown 
personality to New York news- 
_paper photographers. Incident 
occurred on the arrival of the 
Chase & Sanborn show's cast 
last Thursday (9) at the Grand 
Central station. 

Bergen, because of indisposi- 
tion from a cold, was late in 
getting off the train for a group 
picture. As he stepped before 
the battery of cameras, a pho- 
tographer, pointing at Bergen, 
yelled: ‘Get that guy out of 
there.’ 





Demand for ducats to Chase 
& Sanborn program last Sunday 
(12) when ‘Charles McCarthy,’ 
Edgar Bergen, Dorothy Lamour, 
et al, came to New York for 
broadcast, topped all previous 
demand for studio tickets for a 
single air show, according to 
NBC officials. More than 14,000 
demands by telephone, letter 
and telegraph were received for 
studio that seats less than 1,500. 
Fact that there was no_.re- 
broadcast further complicated 
the matter. 

Although the entire cast 
moved in from the Coast for two 
Sundays of broadcasting, big 
yen was to see the dummy, 
‘Charlie McCarthy,’ on his in- 
itial appearance. 


HOCKEY, BASKETBALL 
FLOP ON N. Y. RADIO 


Results of experiments with the 
airing of basketball games by New 
York stations indicate that the sport 
will go the way of pro ice hockey 
as far as weekly play-by-play calling 
of major college games from Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., go. NBC, 
WMCA and WOR all have taken 
shots at airing the games from the 
Garden without any appreciable re- 
sponse. NBC recently dropped Tues- 
day night hockey airings after sev- 
eral attempts, coming in on last pe- 
riods at 10:45. Bill Stern did the 
spiels, 

Latest of the trio to take a stab 
at basket calling was WOR which 
recorded last Wednesday’s (8) an- 
nual New York U.-City College game 
and later aired it from midnight to 
lam. Station intended to continue 
airing the games from discs if the 
response was healthy enough, but has 
since dropped the idea due to negligi- 
ble returns, Mutual will, however, 
carry the national AAU tournament 
from Denver March 17-18, feeding it 
to those of its affiliates that want the 
games, 














WMCA, WNEW Alternatives 


WMCA, New York, will set up a 
two-hour recorded musical show in- 
terspersed with various personalities 
to combat the pull of baseball air- 
ings on most of the larger N. Y. sta- 
tions this summer. Station did not 
carry baseball last year either, WHN 
and WNEW only local outlets carry- 
ing it then. CBS, NBC, WOR, and 
WHN have scheduled diamond pick- 
ups this season, latter airing Brook- 
lyn games with WOR afternoons. 

WNEW, N. Y., which last year 
broadcasted season’s card of Newark 
of the Int'l] League, is undecided 
about repeating with Newark this 
summer. Says games have been 
offered but station is loath to give 
up a sponsored two-hour musical 
show in the afternoon, same apply- 
ing to night-time which would have 
to be available for Newark which 
plays at least half its games under 
the ares. Jersey City, also of the 
Int’l League which last year aired 
over WHN, appears to be left out 
in the cold as far as a New York 
outlet is concerned. 





Cincy Execs on the Hoof 

Cincinnati, March 14. 
Execs of local stations are on the 
jump. 

Jim Shouse, general manager of 
Crosley’s WLW and WSAI, was due 
back today (Tuesday) from a brief 
visit to New York. Bob Dunville, 
sales manager of the two stations, is 
in New York this week and slated for 
Chicago next week. Dewey Long, 
WSAI manager, is dividing time this 
week between Washington and N. Y. 
Cecil Carmichael, WLW-WSAI pub- 
licity director, will spend next week 
in New York. 

Bill Schudt, director of WKRC, 
left Friday (10) for a week’s stay in 
New York to confer with CBS of- 





ficials and time buyers. 
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Diverting cross-up directed more than usual interest toward a recent 
newspaper ad on Tender Leaf Tea, which account is handied by the J, 
Walter Thompson agency. The ad is of the testimonial school and has 
one of the characters in ‘One Man’s Family,’ Claudia Barbour Lacey, stat- 
ing that she ‘can’t imagine Nicky (her husband) and me failing to come 
to a perfect understanding over a cup of Tender Leaf Tea.’ The same day 
that the ad came out the broadcast of ‘One Man’s Family’ (NBC) dealt 
with this same character’s split-up with her husband. Obviously it was a 
case of the serial’s scriptist, working in San Francisco, not knowing what 
had been cooked up by the copywriter, located 3,000 miles away in New 
York. 














Broadway legit names are obtained cuffo for ‘Peoples Rally,’ Sunday 
afternoon audience participation show over Mutual. Among the stage 
players who have recently appeared are Ole Olson (‘Hellz-a-Poppin’), 
Ezra Stone (‘What a Life’), Nancy Hamilton and Keenan Wynn (‘One for 
the Money’), Wynn Murray (‘The Boys from Syracuse’) and Janice Dre- 
mann (‘I Married an Angel’). 

Idea is that the guesters don’t perform, but merely answer ‘Quixie 
Doodle’ questions on the quiz part of the show. Figured the names hypo 
the program and give the legit shows an ether plug. 





Johannes Steel, international news commentator on WMCA, N. Y., is 
supplementing his broadcasts with a weekly news letter, “The Insider,’ 
which he sells on an annual basis for $10 per. Professor Charles Hodges of 
New York University, collaborates on the letter. The twosome apparently 
guessed a little wrong in their initial issue. The letter stated that the 
‘selection of a liberal or anti-Fascist Pope is highly remote. The best that 
can be anticipated is a deadlock which can be broken with the greatest 
facility by the election of an unpolitical Pope.’ The new Pope, Pius XII, 
was elected on the third ballot. 





Jimmy Scribner, who conducts a one-man program over WOR, N.Y,, 
for Daggett & Ramsdell (sustaining to Mutual), will have a $25,000 bar- 
becue stand on the boulevard to the N.Y. World’s Fair. It is now under 
construction. Will operate on the drive-in California principle, serve 
southern barbecue meats and the roof will be a stage on which a free 
roadside show, including Scribner, will operate. Chefs and staff of Miami’s 
Pigtail Inn will be on the job. Place will tear the name Chicazola, the 
name of the imaginary town in Scribner’s radio serial. 





Columbia Broadcasting stock took a two-point rise when the story broke 
that Amos ’n’ Andy would switch over to that network from NBC. Deal is 
said to add around $2,000,000 to the chain’s annual earnings. Lum and 
Abner trip east is said to be for the purpose of trying to convince their 
sponsor (Postum) that a move back to NBC would be beneficial all around. 
If held to their present time spot on Columbia the rural comics will follow 
directly after A & A three times a week. They would prefer to take over 
the double A’s time on NBC and give them battle for dialer preference, 





A volume of mail that reached 133,379 pieces during the last six months 
of 1938 is the record established by KFUO, “The Gospel Voice of St. Louis,” 
operated by the Concordia Seminary and the only local religious station. 
Dr. Walter A. Maier, who airs the program, has become the confidante 
of thousands of persons all over the U. S. and Canada. “The Lutheran 
Hour,’ as the program is known, began six years ago over two stations. 
It is now on a special net of 66 stations of the Mutual Broadcasting System, 





Saturday night Swing Session, a CBS weekend feature since June of 1936, 
drops off after next week’s (18) broadcast. Session has had bands of Leith 
Stevens, Mark Warnow and other CBS house crews. Walter Gross is cur- 
rent. Cut is to offset cash CBS is tossing into its ‘This Is New York’ Sunday 
night show opposite NBC’s Chase & Sanborn hour. Nut on ‘New York’ is 
said to run around $3,000 weekly, big stuff for a sustainer. 





Roy Collins, Negro porter at WOR, N. Y., for several years and a songs 
writer in his spare time, had to send two of his compositions te another sta- 
tion to get them on the air. As a result, the tunes are being played on the 
‘Lucky Break’ program from WLW, but ethering out of WOR in the 
New York area. Series offers songs by tyro composers and tells how each 
got his ‘lucky break’. 





Unknown to most of the members present, recordings were taken of 
the proceedings at the Nazi Bund rally at Madison Square Garden, New 
York, several weeks ago and shipped to Germany. Platters were made by 
a local outfit and were said to be so fine, due to accurate placing of mikes, 
that wax picked up every happening, even the outburst of Dorothy Thomp- 
son, for which she was ejected from the building. 


Court Merges Five Suits | WBNY, BUFFALO, SIGNS 
Vs. RCA, AT&T and West.| © WITH PANEL UNION 


New York supreme court justice| American Communications Asso- 




















Aaron J. Levy last week granted an 
application to consolidate five sepa- 
rate stockholder suits brought 
against Radio Corp. of America, 
General Electric Co., Westinghouse, 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
and 30 individual officers and direc- 
tors of the defendants. The judge 
appointed Abraham L. Pomerantz as 
general counsel and Max D. Steuer 
as -special trial counsel for the 
stockholders, 


He denied an application to ex- 
amine the defendants, but gave the 
stockholders permission to renew 


their application after an answer is 
filed. 


The suit charges waste, misman- 
agement, transfer of a large block of 
RCA stock to General Electric and 
Westinghouse, and the loss of over 
$7,000,000 in underwriting an $11,- 
600,000 RKO bond indenture. An 
accounting, damages and a receiver 
for RCA is asked. 





SLIGHT POSTPONEMENT 
Philadelphia, March 14. 

WCAU on April 3 will finally air 
Amos and Andy—just 11% years late. 

Stan Lee Broza, program director, 
had the boys skedded to air at the 
end of 1927. They were known then 
as ‘Sam ’n’ Henry.’ 

But before the show got started, 
they got another job and a short time 
later went to the NBC web. Now, 
when the show switches over to Co- 
lumbia, WCAU will finally get them. 





ciation, CIO affiliate, reported Mon- 
day (13) that it had _ signatured 
WBNY, Buffalo, to a closed shop con- 
tract. Makes the town 80% organ- 
ized. Only station holding out is 
WBEN. 

Contract with WBNY calls for 40- 
hour five-day week, time and a half 
overtime, no crossing of picket lines, 
minimum staff of five men, four- 
week sick leave with full pay, regu- 
lar vacation with pay, salary in- 
crease effective July 1 and men to 
make up weekly operating schedule. 


Fitch Show Adds 22 


Chicago, March 14. 
Fitch Bandwagon show at 6:30 p.m. 
CST over the red NBC web adds 22 
stations to the list on March 26. 
Stations added are primarily 
through the south with a couple out- 
lets joined to the north midwest link. 








Doc Levy Gets a Plaque 
Philadelphia, March 14. 

Dr. Leon Levy, prez of WCAU, is 
confined to his home with the grippe 
and will be unable to receive 8 
plaque tonight from the president 
of City Council in appreciation of 
the station’s contribution of time re- 
cently in allowin’, a speaker to pre- 
sent Council’s side of the budget 
crisis, 

Doc’s brother, Ike, v.p. of the out- 
let, is expected to accept the plaque 
in Doc’s stead, 
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‘Those Stalling Ad 


Agencies 





Slow-moving, traditional methods which characterize one of the 
major advertising agencies almost resulted last week in the loss to it 


of a goodly piece of radio business. 


Program had been offered it sev- 


eral weeks ago but because of the cumbersome routine that everything 
has to go through the presentation hadn’t yet got around to the execu- 
tive on the account for which the program had been suggested. 


Meanwhile the same program was 


had been gunning for the above account. 


into action and sold the account on 


submitted to a small agency, which 
The small agency jumped 
the idea of buying the show. When 


word of this got to the major agency there was a sudden burst of ac- 


tivity. A check revealed that this 


same presentation had been in the 


major agency’s files all the time. Immediate reaction was a phone call 
to the program source demanding what the organization meant offer- 
ing a program to a small agency while it was being considered by the 


major agency. 








(BS Curtseys Lennen & Mitchell To 


Use on NBC the 


Columbia has waived the obliga- 
tion it held on Robert Benchley’s air 
services so that the humorist is free 
to work on NBC for Old Gold when 
the cig account moves its half-hour 
show to the blue (WJZ) link May 
23. Old Gold has the spot following 
‘Information Please’ Tuesday nights. 
Martin Gosch, producer of the Old 
Gold stanza, who is under contract to 
CBS, has likewise been flagged 
through. 

CBS had a paper from Benchley 
which bound him from working on 
another network for a year. It was 
Columbia that sold Benchley to 
Lorillard through Lennen & Mitch- 
ell. When the program blows from 
CBS it will have completed a 26- 
week run. 

Benchley is slated to go off the 
show for an eight-week vacation 
either July 4 or 11. Under the new 
contract which L. & T. has just sig- 
natured with Artie Shaw the ac- 
count has the right to keep the band 
in the Tuesday night spot for either 
Old Gold or some other Lorillard 
product. 

Benchley and his cast will broad- 
cast March 26 from the stage of the 
Capitol theatre, Hartford, where 
Shaw will be playing a week’s en- 
gagement. While the humorist will 
from the following week on work 
from Hollywood, Shaw will cut into 
the April 2 and 9 programs from 
other points. 


CLIENTS GET 
EXTRA CUSHION 
AT WLW-WSAI 


Cincinnati, March 14. 

By a ‘reciprocal trade agreement’ 
put into effect this week, the Crosley 
Corp. and its employees have placed 
products advertised on WLW and 
WSAI on their ‘preferred’ lists. 
Printed copies of sponsors, their pro- 
grams and products have been fur- 
nished the firm’s purchasing agents 
and employees in both the electrical 
appliance manufacturing and broad- 
casting division. More than 3,500 
Persons are on the Crosley payroll. 

Advertisers on WSAI are now re- 
ceiving additional blurbs for their 
Programs and products on cards in 
all street cars and busses operating 
in Greater Cincy, via trailers in 16 
neighborhood cinemas, an electric 
flash sign on a building at Sixth and 
Vine streets, in the downtown dis- 
trict, and on a neon sign in the Dixie 
Terminal, Cincy terminus for street 
cars and trolley coaches servicing 
Covington, Newport and suburbs in 
northern Kentucky, across the Ohio 
river, 

Dewel Long, WSAI manager, esti- 
mates that the promotional ads come 
to the attention of more than 500,000 
Persons daily, 


Harry Kerr to L. A. 


Harry Kerr, head radio p.a. for J. 
Walter Thompson:,in the east, has 
been transferred to Hollywood to han- 

€ a special account assignment. His 
local Spot will be filled by Wick- 
liffe Crider, 3 

Other Thompson travelers to the 
Coast this week are Lynn McManus 
8nd Gordon Thompson, writer and 
Producer, respectively, of the Rudy 
Vallee show, 


4 














CBS Benchley Show 


| Washington Lobby 


Washington, March 14. 

Certain top-hatters in Adminis- 
tration circles are still scowling over 
refusal of FCC majority to reopen 
the tangled Wichita Falls case. Re- 
sentment directed at one Commish 
member who had been expected to 
go along but on the test he failed to 
vote as wished. Explanation 
whispered around political circles is 
that pressure applied through the 
medium of two Senators caused the 
key individual to balk at the idea 


of vacating last summer’s decision 
favoring the Wichita Broadcasting 
Co. Industry observers in the know 
wonder whether in the event of an 
appeal the political wire-pulling will 
be brought to public view. 





Demand of Rep. Richard B. 
Wigglesworth for time on Mutual to 
answer FCC Chairman McNinch has 
added to the uneasiness of network 
execs. In the past, chains have 
automatically genuflexed when ever 
a Commish member asked for per- 
mission to approach the microphone. 
No censorship ever attempted, for 
fear of giving offense that might re- 
sult in a lost vote on some future 
application. But with the Congress- 
man setting a precedent, and nobody 
knowing who will be boss from one 
week to the next, the industry is 
mightily embarrassed about being 
friendly with everybody while at the 
same time keeping out of the range of 
fire. Understanding is that in the fu- 
ture the chains will hint they want to 
see scripts, even of FCC members 
and solons, when there is a chance 
the speakers may expound views 
about radio. 





One beneficial result of all the 
FCC questionnaires will be decrease 
in legal costs for present licensees 
who endeavor subsequently to sell 
their transmitters. Having such a 
pile of statistical data, including 
financial reports and evidence as to 
corporate identities, in the files, the 
Commish has informally agreed that 
transfer applications will be set 
down for hearing henceforth only 
when examination of the papers 
shows a possibility some valuable 
additional info may be brought out 
by public inquiry. For the past 
couple of years, it’s been the exact 
opposite, In view of criticism about 
what happened in the early days, 
Commish as general practice has 
made a record on virtually every 
proposed sale. 





Friends of Commissioner Craven 
are puzzled to explain why Chair- 
man McNinch complained the ex- 
chief engineer’s minority report on 
complaint procedure went further 
than the committee was supposed to 
go. Especially since Craven some 
months ago embodied his thoughts 
in a memo which was shown to Mc- 
Ninch, who pushed it back with the 
suggestion the proposition might 
properly be studied by the complaint 
procedure committee. 





Drive of indie web outlets for 
definite agreement establishing 
limitations on sponsor freedom has 
been temporarily sidetracked. Be- 
cause the NAB is touching on the 
subject in its attempt to write pro- 
gram standards and new code of 
ethics, IRNA group last week put 
on the shelf the comments of the 
chain affiliates regarding the pro- 
posed declaration of policy. 

















STILL ASKING 


My Name?’ Replaced by 
‘Where Are They?’ 





‘What's 





Philip Morris is replacing its 
‘What’s My Name?’ show over Mu- 
tual with another audience quiz 
series, ‘Where Are They?’ beginning 
March 24. Charles Cantor and Nydia 
Westman will be featured with Budd 
Hulick holding over from the pre- 
vious series to m.c. 

Idea will be to have Cantor and 
Miss Westman describe their sur- 
roundings in some well-known spot 
(Metropolitan Museum, for instance) 
and then call up members of the 
audience to guess where they’re sup- 
posed to be. There will be a cash 
prize angle. Johnny Green’s or- 
chestra will do the bridging, while 
Charles O’Connor will announce. 
Show will air from the Mutual play- 
house, N. Y. Biow is the agency. 





NBC has had a ‘Name the Place’ 
show since Feb. 12 on the blue Sun- 
days at 3:30. Arthur Perry and 
Allen Wilson control it. 





Ernie Hare, Air Pioneer 
Entertainer, Dies at 55; 
Set Sundry Radio Firsts’ 


Ernie Hare, 55, the baritone part- 
ner of the team of (Billy) Jones and 
Hare, died of bronchial pneumonia 
in the Queens General Hospital, N.Y., 
March 9, 1939. The duo rated as the 
first singing and patter act to achieve 
national radio fame. Before going 
into broadcasting in 1921 the team 
appeared in many Broadway shows, 
including 10 Winter Garden produc- 
tions, and were top sellers in the 
phonograph record field. 

Jones and Hare claimed that they 
were the first entertaining combina- 
tion to get on the air payroll of an 
advertiser and also the first to in- 
corporate the sponsor into their mike 
billing. The connection was the Hap- 
piness Candy Stores of New York 
and the tag was the ‘Happiness 
Boys.’ The act was contracted to 
run on WEAF, now the NBC red’s 
New York key, for five weeks but 
remained for five and a half years. 
Later they tied up with Interwoven 
Hosiery and billed themselves as the 
Interwoven Pair, 

In 1933 NBC gave them a couple 
of weekly spots on the blue (WJZ) 
link to try out something that the 
boys had described as original for 
broadcasting. Three years later CBS 
put them on to lead a community 
sing program. Recently the team 
started a Sunday matinee stanza on 
WMCA, N. Y. When Hare became 
ill three weeks prior to his death his 
16-year-old daughter, Marilyn, went 
in to pinch hit for him without any 
previous experience. 

Besides his daughter, Hare is sur- 
vived by his widow, his mother and 
a sister. Burial was in Norfolk, Va., 
where he was born. 


Mike Carlo of Legit Joins 
Leighton & Nelson Agcy. 


Schenectady, N. Y., March 14, 

Leighton & Nelson, Schenectady, 
has added to its staff Michael Fusco 
of Binghamton, who played on the 
legit stage under the name of 
Michael Carlo and who recently fin- 
ished a 13-week series for the agency 
at WHN on a program sponsored by 
the Musebeck Shoe Company, Dan- 
ville, Ill. (Health Spot Shoes). 

Fusco is a classmate there of Ed 
Fiynn, also with Leighton & Nelson. 


WRB: Joins CBS 


Columbus, Ga., March 14. 

WRBL is latest recruit to Colum- 
bia chain, joining net tomorrow 
(Wednesday). Station owned by J. 
W. Woodruff, Sr., of here, who also 
owns WATL, Atlanta, and WGPC, 
Albany, Ga., is managed by J. W. 
Woodruff, Jr. 

Bill Dougherty is program director. 

















Young Vice Griffin at KHJ 
Los Angeles, March 14. 
Wayne Griffin resigned as con- 
tinuity editor at KHJ to join local 
staff of Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborn as producer-writer, 
Dave Young comes up from San 





Diego’s KGB to fill the spot. 
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Same Cost Approximately—Transcriptions 
Weeks Behind—People Picked Up High-Powered 
Stations, Complained ‘We Heard This Before’ 





That’s Different 


Los Angeles, March 14. 
Pet hate of morning dailies, 
Times and Examiner, is radio. 
Both sheets are now staging cir- 
culation drives. 
Prizes are radio sets 


LOHR ‘ZEROS’ 
RADIO-PIX 
FIGHT 











By JACK HELLMAN 


Hollywood, March 14. 
‘Who’s_ fighting?’ Lenox Lohr 
wanted to know when the press lads 
ganged up on him for a bulletin 
from the radio-pictures front. Film 
studios surely can’t be running 
around with a chip on their shoul- 
der because if they’ve been hurt 
they wouldn’t know who to blame. 
That’s about how NBC’s major 
domo has it sized up, but unmis- 
takably tongue-in-cheek. ‘I’ve talked 
to Will Hays and visited socially 
with some of the film executives,’ 
the chain chieftain let the pencil- 
poised news ferrets know, ‘and 
everything’s hunky dory. This talk 
of radio fighting with pictures, why 
that’s zero.” (The major does his 
denying with the word ‘zero’). 
‘What’s the use of fighting?’ chal- 
lenged the maj. ‘Aren’t we all get- 
ting along swell and doing a grand 
job for each other. Even were the 
picture studios to pull their stars 
off the air, we'd still get along al- 
right. No, I wouldn’t call it a death 
blow. Hollywood is fixed as a pro- 
duction center, come what may. 


Other Answers 
Other expressions from the ma- 


Three 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet is dropping 
practically all transcription cam- 
paigns in April after a run of 65 


weeks. Stations affected by the can- 
cellation order are WLW, Cincinnati, 
WTAM, Cleveland, WSB, Atlanta, 
WTIC, Hartford, and WGY, Schen- 
ectady. In place of the latter 50,000- 
watters the account will use 22 ad- 
ditional stations on Columbia, with 
the cost being approximately the 
same, 


It’s a radical change in policy for 
the soap company which found that 
the waxed version of a serial sketch 
can’t run effectively three weeks be- 
hind the live broadcast, overlapping 
coverage causing listeners to say ‘I 
heard this. The two shows involved 
are ‘Myrt ’n’ Marge’ and ‘Hill Top 
House. Procter & Gamble and 
Lever Bros. had at one time or an- 
other tried the spacing thing and en- 
countered the same discouraging re- 
sults. These two soap combines then 
made it a policy of having the tran- 
scribed versions cleared day and date 
with the live broadcasts. 


The two serials are also aired via 
disc from WHO, Des Moines, and 
WOR, Newark. Elimination of WHO 
is still under discussion, while in the 
case of WOR the circumstances are 
different. The WOR broadcast is a 
duplicate of that cleared by WABC, 
CBS N. Y. key, earlier the same day. 

Benton & Bowles is the agency on 
the account, 


GEORGE JESSEL 
GRABS TWO 
SPONSORS 


(ean 





George Jessel, after looking for a 
sponsor for three years, has suddenly 





jors were that flag-waving along the 
kilocycles is great stuff and a pub- 
lic service; television is still a couple 
of years away, and that he has no 
intention of stepping down as NBC 
prexy to assume leadership of RCA’s 
visio setup. Transfer of division 
chiefs is also zero, and Don Gilman 
stays put as chief spark of the west- 
ern circuit. . . 

Let film exhibitors rant and rail, 
NBC has no intention of breaking 
up its Sunday run of shows. More 
harm would come if the big pro- 
grams were scattered through the 
week, he believes. 

New code of ethics formulated by 
NBC is now being prepared for 
agencies, sponsors and others, Lohr 
said, but admitted it hasn’t changed 
much in 12 years. Just a few 
changes here and there and some- 
thing for the boys to go by. The 
major rested up in Arizona before 
returning to New York. 





AIR’S OLDEST? 


Gambling’s Musical Clock Ticks Off 
14th Anni on WOR 








Claimed to be the oldest program 
on the air, John Gambling’s musical 
clock show over WOR, N. Y., 
Wednesday (8) marked its 14th an- 
niversary of continuous ethering. 
Six-a-week has been sponsored about 
75% of the time and is currently 
bankrolled three days a week by 
Childs’ restaurants and the other 
three days by General Mills. 
Offering setting-up exercises, chat- 
ter, trivia and musical selections by 
a four-piece outfit, the session runs 
45 minutes from 7:15 a.m. 





Texaco Ponders Heat 


Texaco wont decide until May 
whether it will stay on the air for 
the summer or fade when its pres- 
ent obligations expire. Time com- 
mitment with CBS expires June 28. 
About the only year the account 
has held on through the summer 
tong in 1937 when it had Eddie Can- 
r. 











acquired two of them. He will be 
heard over a regional loop out of 
WJZ, New York, starting today 
(Wednesday) for Reid’s ice cream. 
With him on the summer program 
will be Dick Himber’s orchestra, 
Mary Small and Ernest Chappell. 
It’s a Ben Rocke production running 
a half hour, and Jessel will write the 
material in collab with Sam Carlton, 
who will also stooge. 

Second Jessel program is for Vi- 
talis. Starting March 21, he will be 
the show’s m.c. Both accounts are 
Pedlar & Ryan’s. 


LIBEL PROTECTION 
BILL INTRODUCED 


Albany, March 14. 


Legislation extending to broadcast- 
ing the same privilege and protection 
against slander and libel suits now 
accorded newspapers on a fair and 
true report of any judicial, legisla- 
tive or other public and official pro- 
ceeding, has been introduced by Sen- 
ator Frederick R. Coudert, Jr., and 
Assemblyman Abbot Low Moffat, 
both Manhattan Republicans. 

Moffat, chairman of the Assembly 
ways and means committee, is one 
of the most influential lawmakers in 
Albany. Coudert, a first-year man, is 
related to and associated with Cou- 
dert Bros., New York-Paris law firm, 
The bill adds a new section to the 








/ civil practice act. 





MONTANA LIBEL LAW 


Exempts Stations from Libel by 
Political Speakers 








Helena, Mont., March 14. 

Governor Roy E. Ayers has signed 
a bill which relieves radio broadcast- 
ing stations of liability for libel in 
connection with broadcasts of mate- 
rial over which they have no right 
of censorship, 

Ed Craney, of KGIR, Butte, helped 
push it through. 
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Spot Campaigns 


17% of Studebaker Goes to Radio 
Detroit. 

Radio will pocket about $250,000, or 17% of the $1,200,000 to be spent by 
Studebaker in April, May and June to ballyhoo company’s new Champion 
car, entered in the ‘Big Three’ (Ford, Chevrolet and Plymouth) price | 
closs. 
“emainder of kitty will be divided around $600,000 to newspapers, — 
$300,000 to magazines and about $50,000 for direct mail pieces and dealer- 
mailed stuff. Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham agency, Chicago, handling 
the first disbursement, which’ll probably be augmented considerably if and 
when new model goes over. 

Ether bally will corsist mainly of spiels by Lowell Thomas and Ted | 
Hesing, backed up by Richard Himber's band, and will bianket nation | 
with all 50,000-watters and others used frequently. Appearance of Him- | 
ber’s orch on recordings is taken as an indication that, should Studebaker | 
re:urn to networks next fall—and it probably will if early reception wad 
its new model is any criterion—company may again use Himber as foun- | 
dation for show as it did some years back on the ‘Richard Himber and his | 
Studebaker Champions’ program. 








Telephone Comp2ny’s Experiment 
Philadelphia. 

Long Lines department of the American Telephone & Telezraph Co. is 
cooperating in an experiment with the Michigan Bell Tclephone Company 
to promote Icng cistance phone calls through a show originating on WXYZ, 
Detroit, and being pumped to the Michigan Radio Network. It began an 
initial 13-week trial period yesterday (Tuesday). N. W. Ayer is the agency 
on the account, 

Acency indicated that considerably more similar business in other states 
will probably be forthcoming if the show comes up to A. T. & T.’s expec- 
tations. The 15-min. program Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays is tabbed 
‘Here’s Your Party.” Commercials will plug night phone rates which go 
into effect 15 minutes after the show leaves the air at 6:45 p.m. Music will 
be by an 18-piece orch and a dramatic group will give an original five- 
minute-short short story each night. They'll use, whenever possible, the use 
of a long distance phone to win the gal, close the crucial business deal or | 
reunite the home. 

Opening commercials will be carried by the network and be general in | 
tone. Closings will be made locally from each station, giving a typical 
night rate from the city of origin to some other familiar point. 








W. L. Deuglas Shoe Co. will start a ‘Man in the Street’ show on WJZ 
on March 27. Program will be a ‘question bee’ participated in by passers- 
by in front of various Douglas retail stores. It will air from 5:45 to 6 p.m. 


| agency here. 


Fight Price Mention 














Hartford, March 14. 

Bill introduced by the Con- 
necticut Retail Package Stores 
Association in the General As- 
sembly would make it unlawful 
for any radio station to adver- 
tise the price of alcoholic | 
liquors or make reference to the | 
price of alcoholic liquors. j 

Hearing on bill set for | 
Wednesday (22). 











Lewis Edwin Ryan, Inc., Washington, | 
D. C., 100 announcements of 65 words | 


each, six a week. 





George A. Hermel Co., meat pack- 
er of Austin, Minn., has signed for 
three 15 min. spots weekly on a 21 
station CES hookup starting April 
3. No talent set for time yet. 

B.B.D.&O., Minn., office cleared. 

‘Dr. I. Q@.,’ new half-hour starting 
on the NBC Blue network Monday, 
April 10, goes by spec 1 lines from 
Chicago to WTMJ, - ‘lwaukee, the 
cter basic Red. 

Sponsor is Mars, Inc. Grant Ad- 
vertising, Chi-ago, is the agency. 

After nearly six years under Mar- 
shall Field sponsorship the morning 
‘Musical Clock’ on WBBM, Chicago, 
shifts to Sears-Roebuck on March 20. 
Deal set through the McJunkin 


— 


Hartferd-Connecticut Trust Co. is 
sponsoring a ‘Voices of Yesterday’ 
program over WDRC Thursday 
nights. Program uses recorded voices 
of famous persons of the past. 
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« Radio Daffodils ‘ 


St. Louis—Lady walked into KWK and presented a ticket for the ‘Frank 
and Ernest’ program which has been discontinued for five years. 








——— 
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New York City—Punning commercial over WOR, N. Y., Sunday: ‘Buy 
American wines made by the Italian Swiss colony on the banks of the 
Russian river, California.’ 





Omaha.—Jimmy Morgan, WAAW cowboy songs, got burning hot here 
right in the midst of his airing. His guitar, rubbing against corduroy 
pants, set fire to a packet of matches in his pocket and Morgan sizzled, 
‘I’m afire,’ he shouted and no fooling. 





Seattle—KIRO’s new juve stanza, ‘Father Goose Comes to Town,’ written 
and produced by Dorothy Mason, drew letter from a child listener. Young. 
ster wrote: ‘We know that in the winter and spring you are Father and 
Mother Goose, but near Christmas you are Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus.’ 
Seattle—Claiming her husband was so jealous that he threatened to 
throw the radio out of the house because she listened to Boake Carter, 
whom he thought was a local man, Mrs. Armenia Van Mechelen, mother 
of four children, has sought a divorce in the Superior court. 





Cincinnati—‘Nation’s school of the air’ series broadcast by WLW has 
been given a part in the Kentucky State Reformatory’s daily educational 
curriculum, 





Worcester, Mass.—Lew Rogers, WTAG announcer, did an unexpected 
overtime stint during the broadcast of the Pope’s coronation. Set to ge at 
midnight, with the control man left in charge, Rogers decided to stick 
around to see what it sounded like. Station’s standbys had been recorded 
so he figured he had no worry. 

However, when first recorded standby hit the air, he changed his mind 
in a hurry. Record turntable had been speeded up and his voice went out 
as a cross between that of a gushing girl and Donald Duck. He stuck 
around and did the standbys in person. 

One listener even phoned in to say that she thought it was a disgrace 
to have drunken women announcers broadcasting. 





Philadelphia—KYW aired the heartbeats of a boy who four months ago 
was stabbed and had his heart sewed up. Half-hour show was staged for 
the community fund drive. 











Mondays through Fridays. Merchandise prizes will be given to participants 
as well as to those who send in questions. 
Similar show has been aired by Douglas on WEEI, Boston, since last 


fall. Others are being prepared for 


Philly, Detroit and Chicago. N. W. 





Ayer is the agency. + 





KDKA, PITTSBURGH, NEW BIZ 

Kroger Grocery & Baking Co., 
daily announcements for 13 weeks, 
through Ralph H. Jones. 


Walker Remedy Co., morning disc 
shots six times weekly for four 
weeks, through Weston Barnett. 

Industrial Training Corp., quarter- 
hour show once weekly for 13 weeks, 
through James’ R, Lunke. 

Rival Dog Packing Ce., weekly 
participation in Musical Clock for 52 
weeks, through Charles Silver Co. 

Clearfield Taxidermy Co., Shopping 


Circle representation once weekly | 


for 13 weeks, direct. 

New England Confectionery, six 
announcements by _ transcription 
weekly for 13 weeks, through Lavin 
Co. 

Beauty Products Corp., Shopping 
Circle Participation twice weekly for 
52 weeks, through Walker-Downing. 

John Morrell Co., Shopping Circle 


Thompson-Koch agency, six 100- 
word announcements weekly. 

Duke Power Co., renewed through 
J. Carson Brantley, 15-minute pro- 
grams weekly. 

Maytag (washing machines), 
through McCann-Erickson, six 50- 
word announcements weekly, 48 
times. 








WHO, DES MOINES, NEW BIZ 
Nutrene Mills, Kansas City, Kans., 
through Simmonds & Simmonds, Inc., 


week. 
Simmons Hardware Co. 


each, three a week. 


land, Ohio, Roger Williams Co., 


Hints.’ 


Chicago, 100-word blurbs, three a|by the Frickelton agency for the 


(Keen | fornia. Spot announcements will be 
Kutter), St. Louis, Anfenger agency, | placed on approximately 20 stations 
St. Louis, beginning March 14 for|to plug electric refrigerators. 

26 announcements of one minute 


Climax Cleaner Mfg. Co., Cleve-| Glasser agency, Los Angeles, partici- 
Cleveland, beginning March 14 for | ‘Friendly Homemaker’ morning pro- 


26 periods of five minutes each, three | rams over KSFO, San Francisco, for 
a week, ‘Handy Andy’s Household|13 weeks. Ditto Scott Towels, 


and Home Forum announcements 
four times weekly for 26 weeks, | City, through Spot Broadcasting Co., 
through Henri Hurst & McDonald. six periods per week t. f. 

Climax Cleaner, disc announce-| [ronized Yeast Co., Atlanta. Ruth- 
ments three times weekly for eight | Tauft & Ryan, 26 periods of 30 min- 

ceks, through Roger Williams. — — Seed Co. Corwith, 1 

u 0. Corwi owa, 

DuPont de Nemours (Cel-o-Glass), | direct. Beginning March 15 for 26 
disc announcements twice weekly 13 
times, through BBDO. announcements of 100 words each. 





WWJ, DETROIT, NEW BIZ 


sen’s Baseball Preview’ (disc), five | gered schedule, 


r‘nutes six times weekly, 26 weeks;| Earl Ferris Nursery, Hampton 
p'-ced through Campbell-Mithun, | lowa. Lessing agency, Des Moines, | Erickson, New York, on KFRC, San 
one period of 15 minutes each week, | Francisco, with thrice-weekly broad- 


In>., Minnecpolis. 


Armssroag Cork Co., ‘The Heart of portion Iowa Barn Dance Froli 
Julia Blake’ (disc), 15 minutes three | eller, 





placed through B.B.D.&0O. 

[’chman Brethers Co., ‘The Rich- | Harmonizers.’ 
men Reporter’ with Bob Stanton’s 
news oddities, five minutes five times 
weekly, 13 weeks, new: 
through McCann-Erickson, Inc. 





Zoller Brew Co., Davenport, Iowa 


Gardener,’ chats on city gardening | Tavern in the Town.’ 
plugging plant food; 15 minutes 
weekly, new; placed through Simons- 


Carter Products Co. New York | York office. 


Northwestern Bell Telephone Co.,| Richmond, Cal. 
Des Moines, through Coolidge Adver-|through Long agency, is using an- 
tising Co., Des Moines, 52 periods of | nouncements. 
Taystee Bread Co., Inc., ‘Ty Ty-|one minute each, for a week, stag- 


| Olson Rug Co., Presba, Fellers & 
times weekly for one year, renewal; | Presba, Chicago, 42 periods oy 15 a eee 


minutes each, six a week. ‘Hilltop 


placed | through R. A. Roritz Co., Davenport, 
: beginning March 4 for 26 periods of | placed on KFRC, San Francisco, in- 
okon Plant Food Co. ‘Friendly |one hour each. Live talent, ‘The! clude 40 for Oxo, Ltd. (beef cubes), 
through Platt-Forbes, New York: 90 


John Lucas & Co., Philadelphia. | for San Francisco Chevrolet Dealers! ute disc announcements twice daily, 


Utilities Blurb Campaign 
San Francisco. 
Ten-day radio campaign on behalf 
of C.P. (certified performance) gas 
ranges starts tomorrow (15) over 25 
northern and central California sta- 
|tions under the sponsorship of the 


During the campaign, which is being 
handled by the Jean Scott Frickel- 











600 spot announcements will be used, 
|in addition to five-minute participa- 
tions on home economics programs 
over 12 stations. Newspaper ads, 
dealer cards and contests and picture 
slides are also being used. 

Similar campaign will be launched 
April 10, continuing through May 6, 





Electric Appliance Society of Cali- 





Colonial Dames cosmetics, through 


pating in Elma Latta Hackett’s 


through J. Walter Thompson’s New 





Longines Watch, through Arthur 
Rosenberg agency, New York, is 
spotting six announcements weekly 
for one year on KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco. 





California Spray Chemical Co. of 
(plant = spray), 





Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co. (20 
Grand cigarettes), through McCann- 


casts of ‘Fu Manchu,’ quarter-hour 





Owl Drug Co., through MacWilkins 
& Cole, Seattle, weekly announce- 
ments. 





, 


Spot announcements recently 


Gas Appliance Society of California. |. 


ton agency, San Francisco, a total of | 


through Campbell-Ewald; 45 for 
Hexol, Inc.; 30 for Washington State 
Apples, also 30 transcribed an- | 
nouncements for Antrol Laborato- 
ries, Inc. (Snarol), both through J. | 
Walter Thompson, San Francisco. 








Leon Livingston agency, San Fran- 
cisco, now handling national adver- 


previously only on Coast. 





Two Arizona outlets, KVOA in 
Tucson and KTAR in Phoenix, will 
release the Wesson Oil and Snow- 
drift Company’s Monday night 
drama, ‘Hawthorne Hou-:,’ aired 
over an NBC-Red network on the 
Coast, starting March 27. Program 
originates in the KPO studios, 
Frisco, and is authored by Ted Max- 
well. FitzGerald agency of New 
Orleans handles the account. 





Gaston Grignon, WISN Milwaukee 
station manager, has set contract for 
baseball season °39 and ‘40 with 
Wadhams Division of Socony- 
Vacuum Oil and General Mills, the 
same joint sponsorship for the past 
two years. Wadhams has bankrolled 
baseball broadcasting since 1929. 


| 


five times weekly for 52 weeks. 
Placed by Benton & Bowles. WCAE. 

Richman Bros. Co., quarter-hour 
dramatized news broadcast with 
Peter Grant three times weekly for 
13 weeks. Placed by McCann-Erick- 
son. WCAE. 

Pittsburgh Brewing Co. (Iron City 
Beer) renewed Karl Krug’s Talk of 


tising for Nestle’s Milk Products;|Town quarter-hour on WJAS. 





Union Oil on the Coast, after audi- 
tioning a dozen or more programs, 
has decided to spend their appropria- 
tion, for the time being, in outdoor 
advertising. 





KFRU, Columbia, Mo., New Biz 

Interstate Nurseries, Hamburg, Ia. 
(Nursery plants), 15 min. studio pro- 
gram daily. 

Drug Trade Products, Chicago 
(Peruna-Kolor-Bak), 30 min, studio 
program, 5 weekly. Benson & Dall 
agency, Chicago. 

American Popcorn Co., Sioux City 
(Jollytime Popcorn), 5 min. studio 
program 5 weekly. Coolidge Adv. 
agency, Des Moines. 

Archias Nurseries, Sedalia, Mo. 
(Nursery stock), 100 spot announce- 
ments. Direct. 


Frank Casey, advertising director! Wilkerson Nurseries, Columbia, 
of Wadhams, and Harry Scott, of | Mo. (nursery plants), 10 min. studio 
Scott-Telander Advertising Agency,| program daily. Direct. 
negotiated the deal for Wadhams,| Willard Co., Chicago (Willard’s 
while Henry Bellows, of General | Tablets). 5 min. transcribed pro- 
Mills, and James Kelly and Ken!grams 3 weekly. First United 
Torgenson of Knox-Reeves Adver- | Broadcasters, Chicago. 
bg Inc., represented General 

Ss. 





Michigan Bell Telephone Co. is 
starting a series of 15 minute shows 

Farm implement compantes are |over WXYZ, Detroit, tagged ‘Here’s 
going air-minded throughout Sas-| Your Party.’ Will be heard Tues- 
katchewan. Radio stations report | day, Thursday and Saturday at 6:30 
biggest bookings in history. Rural|p. m. Will use band, tagged Bell 
type shows particularly wanted with | orchestra, and drama portion will be 
lots of barnyard music. Fact com-| enacted by ‘Bell Players.’ 
panies spending heavy advertising| Placed through N. W. Ayer & Son. 
dough for first time in nine years 
indicates belief Canadian biz is pick- 
ing up at last. 








National Grange Mutual Liability 
& Fire Insurance Co., headquartered 
at Keene, N. H., is plugging its auto- 
mobile liability policies for Grange 
(farmer) members, on WGY, Schen- 
ectady. Contract will run 13 weeks, 
with five spots weekly. 





Pittsburgh New Biz 
Ironized Yeast Co., half-hour disc 
show once weekly for 52 weeks, 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan. WCAE. 








Dr. W. B. Caldwell, Inc., one-min- 





Deisiey Joins WWJ, Detroit 





Michelson Co. 


Grant, 15 minutes six times weekly 


Detroit, March 14. 
Robert Deisley, whose ‘Story of 


weir too) sewn, w mae /V, A, B, Bureau Will Attempt to End pecs Sestia’rn 


for 52 weeks, new; through Neff-Ro- 
gow, Inc. 


sion, ‘Health Column of the Air’ 
(disc) plugging apples, five minutes 
three times weekly, seven weeks, 
new; placed through J. Walter 
Thompson Co. 


Washington, March 14. 





of the National Association of Broad 


WBT, CHARLOTTE, N. C., NEW BIZ | casters, will fundamentally be an 
Southern Bearings & Parts Com-/| attempt to set up in radio a central | bers material of the kind the net- 
fact - marshaling 


pany (Norge Refrigerators) renewed | fact-finding and 


New Bureau of Advertising, which 
has been authorized by the Board 





radio local salesman is 


half-hour weekly, through Lee An-/salesman’s offset to the newspaper | and from the network viewpoint. 


derson Adv. Co. 


one-minute ETs weekly, 36 times. 





and billboard arsenals. This offshoot 

Nash-Kelvinater, through Geyer-/|to N. A. B. has been partly inspired 
Cornell & Newell (Nash Motors), six|by the sales managers’ group of 
Craig Lawrence. It reflects a deep- 
Bayer-Semeson Co, throughj|seated conviction that the average 





works assemble for their own use| Banks, utilities and other adver- 


Local stations are particularly | surveyed on a broad perspective for 
handicapped in cracking department | application to definite cases. 
— which, in the main, give black 
and white newsprint their loving | captained at the start Paul F 
cash devotion. One specific project | Peter and Ed Kirby. iad 


the Wayne U. broadcasting guild’s 


script writing contest (graduate 


niaien sie anne comme LONQUC- Lied Local Radio Salesmen ‘wie! °°" 


Idea behind contest, directed by 
Garnet Garrison, was not to encour- 


; L poorly |of the N. A. B. Bureau of Adver- . ge educational Sd sa * 
equipped to go up against the care- | tising will be to tackle this problem, pO rcpt, + experimenta " “ 
fully-documented grenadiers of com-|to assemble the known facts and to writing scripts with definite show 
- | petitive media. N. A. B. wants to| provide ready-made answers to the manship appeal. 

make available to its station mem- | points usually raised. The aim is 





KGFF, Shawnee, Okla. 
Liebman Frozen Foods Co., three 
tisers that duck radio will also be | spots daily during Lent. 

H. & 8. Implement Co., 30 minutes 
weekly with Rev. E. E. Gillentine 
N. A. B.’s innovation will be co- | conducting devotional service. 

Clarke-Keller Seed Co., spot an- 
nouncements daily. 


to abolish the tongue-tied salesman. 
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pac SETS ITS 
HIATUS? CODE 


Columbia’s new policy on summer 
vacations for its advertisers was 
received with mixed opinions in 
agency circles last week. Some 
agencies considered the plan fair 
from all viewpoints, while others 
held that it would work a hardship 
on accounts that are tightly budgeted 
and require a recess from radio so 
that they can take their profits while 
the plug momentum is still there. It 
is generally believed that NBC will 
be forced to adopt a similar policy 
f>r its two networks, since the new 
policy puts CBS in the position of 
offering a more favorable proposi- 
tion. NBC states that it is consider- 
irg a readjustment of its summer 
policy and may announce such 
change soon. 

The Columbia vacation play is 
likewise regarded as giving the 
breaks mainly to the big advertiser 
and making things that much tougher 
for the little fellow. The big multi- 
ple program buyer has little to worry 
about. His aggregate time assures 
him anyway of the 25% discount and 
by the proper manipulation of his 
network programs he can apply his 
layoff privileges tc the show that 
will effect the biggest saving. 

A case in point could be Campbell 
Soup. By keeping Amos ’n’ Andy 
on all summer this account would 
pile up enough credits to withdraw 
its Friday night stanza, now the 
Campbell Playhouse, for a full 13 
weeks. 

One comment on the plan indi- 
cated that CBS has not been ex- 
plicit in requiring that if a client 
contracts to return in the fall with 
a hookup of say 91 stations it must 
abide by this number of stations for 
more than 13 weeks. Under the 
‘hiatus’ plan CBS will retain a spot 
for a customer during the summer 
according to ‘the size of the network 
with which the advertiser returns to 
the air.’ 

Network will hold time for a 
period of from four to eight weeks, 
with the length of the vacation de- 
termined by the number of stations 
used in each program period. The 
time involved is the 7 to 11 p.m. 
stretch and the vacation period will 
be charted as follows: 

Network. Hiatus. 

40 to 45 stations........ 4 weeks 

46 to 55 stations........5 weeks 

56 to 70 stations........6 weeks 

71 to 90 stations........7 weeks 

91 to more stations..... 8 weeks 


Time will not be held for net- 

works of less than 40 stations. 
New Discount Structure 

With the new vacation plan CBS 
has introduced a nevr discount struc- 
ture, effective April 1 for those ac- 
counts not signed before that date 
or that go off for the coming sum- 
mer. Under the new discount struc- 
ture, an additional 12% is allowed 
for 52 weeks of consecutive broad- 
casting. NBC is expected to revise 
its own discount setup to meet this 
allowance, since that web now grants 
only 10% extra to year-round ac- 
counts, 

CBS’ old discount structure start- 
ed with 5 to 10 stations per week 
at a discount of 214% and ended at 
15%. From April 1 it will have to 

a minimum of 10 to 15 stations 
per week to earn that deduction. 
Rest of the structure as to networks 
and discounts is as follows: 

Fifteen or more, but less than 25 
station hours per week, 5%. 

Twenty-five or more, but less than 
45 station hours per week, 744%. 

Forty-five or more, but less than 
70 station hours per week, 10%. 

Seventy or more station hours per 
week, 121%, 

Advertisers using 8,750 or more 
station hours or $1,500,000 gross bill- 


€&S per year will earn the maxi- | 


mum discount of 25% if they stay on 

through the summer. If they take a 

Vacation they will have to be con- 
‘nt with 20%. 





Seek Summer Shows 
Hollywood, March 14. 
Summer show shopping has begun 
earnest by Young & Rubicam 


ORTABLES 





| 











How’s Your Hiatus? 





Word ‘hiatus,’ which CBS pre- 
fers to ‘vacation,’ is a pet of Paul 
Kesten. It caused plenty of dic- 
tionary-consulting last week 
among the CBS sales staff. 

Webster: ‘a break, as in a man- 
uscript; a gap, a chasm.” 


WRVA’S WHOOP-DE-DO 
USHING IN 50 KW. 


Richmond, March 14. 

Official dedication of WRVA into 
50,000-watts class is set for Friday 
(17th) with seven-hour inaugural 
show. In addition to array of talent 
and talks by Governor and Mayor, 
program goes to Washington and to 
practically every historic site within 
the Old Dominion for pick-ups. Cov- 
ering plenty of territory, as no pick- 
up more than three minutes. 

CBS salutes link member with 
half-hour show and all other stations 
in Virginia are taking at least five- 
minute bows that evening. News- 
papers, too, in salute, with consider- 
able black and white material slated 
for appearance dedication day. 

Reason for friendly press attitude 
is that WRVA has always kept a cor- 
dial, cooperative spirit in dealings 
with both dailies and weeklies, work- 
ing out occasional air-for-space 
swaps. Station has been taking some 
space in newspapers throughout state 
to plug increased wattage angle, and 











\is taking full pages in both Rich- 


mond dailies Friday. Program 
starting at 8 p.m. with all commer- 


'cials cancelled, of course. 








WIP Feeds Special Loop 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

WCAU and WIP will carry all 
baseball here this season. Both sta- 
tions will carry all games of both 
the American and National league 
teams. Sponsors on WCAU will be 
Wheaties and Socony on alternate 
days, while Atlantic Refining will do 
all the b.r.ing itself on WIP. Last 
season WCAU aired only the Phillies, 
which is out in the cold this year, 
and WIP carried the Athletics. 

With 14 of the 154 games skedded 
to be played at night, WCAU will 
probably have to skip these due to 
network commitments. WIP, with 
considerable manipulation, plans to 
carry them all. 

Bill Dyer wil lagain be at the mike 
for WCAU and Byrum Saam for WIP. 
Latter station will also feed a nine- 
station network especially seit up by 
Atlantic for the baseball broadcasts. 
Stations are WPG, Atlantic City; 
WEEU, Reading; WSAN, Allentown; 
WILM, Wilmington; WGAL, Lancas- 
ter; WORK, York; WEST, Easton; 
KBO, Harrisburg, and WASL, Hazle- 
ton, 


WCKY 50Kw. Delayed 


Cincinnati, March 14. 
Power boost of WCKY from 10,000 
to 50,000 watts, which was intended 








be delayed for a couple of months, 
allowing for complete installation of 
improved transmission equipment. 

L. B. Wilson, president of the sta- 


from his winter retreat near Miami. 


YOUNG GETS ACQUAINTED 








Special events reps of the indie 
stations of New York met yesterday 
(Tuesday) with John D. Young, di- 
rector of radio at the N. Y. World's 
Fair. Subject was the final ironing 
out of indie pickups during the expo, 
which opens April 30. 

Young met with reps of NBC, CBS 
and WOR-Mutual two weeks ago. 





ciaffers, Joe Stauffer, Clare Olmstead 
and Franklin Delano. At least three 
of the firm’s Coast shows, Screen 


Theatre, will have mid-year replace- 
ments. Also in the east Fred Allen 
and Kate Smith will take their hot 
v eather respite. 





‘hold their time. 


|idea whether they will have any cash 


WCAU Skips Nite Games; | 


‘in the till after June 30, or how 


B. C. THOMASON LOSES 


Must Answer Church Suit for Ac- 
counting on KOCY 








Oklahoma City, March 14. 
A motion presented by B. C. 
Thomason, former operator of KFXR 
here, to quash the suit of the Ex- 
change Avenue Baptist church was 
overruled in district court here. He 
was given five days in which to enter 
a pleading, or 10 days in which to file 
an answer. 
The church has asked for an order 
to force Thomason to produce books 
of the station from Oct. 3, 1935, to 
May 20, 1938. The church doesn’t 
think it got its 10% of the net in- 
come. 
Station, following its purchase 
from church by the Plaza Court 
Broadcasting Co., was completely re- 
modeled and call letters changed to 
KOCY. 


FCC STILL HAS 
NO FUNDS FOR 
1940 


Washington, March 14. 
Continuing animosity in Congress 
toward the FCC demonstrated by the 
cold reception given commish leg- 
men seeking immediate action on a 














deficiency appropriation for 1940. At 
the moment the regulators have no | 


much they may receive in the event 
the flint-hearted purseholders even- 
tually loosen up. 

As things stand no provision has 
been made for financing the airwave 
cops after the present fiscal period 
cioses less than four months hence. 
The House Appropriations Commit- 
tee, noting the agitation for an over- 
hauling, almost unanimously voted to 
strike out the item in the President’s 
budget. The Independent Offices Ap- 
propriation bill came out—and went 
through the House as presented, so 
far as the FCC is concerned—minus 
any provision for the commish. In 
turn the Senate committee failed to 
remedy this defect, since under par- 
liamentary restrictions ail appropri- 
ations must ‘originate’ in the lower 
body. The measure is still before 
Congress, since conferees have been 
urable to straighten out all conflicts, 
but there now is no chance to insert 
funds for the FCC. 

The significance of this unprece- 
dented action is not so much that 
the sum approved by the Budget 
Bureau was withheld but the failure 
of a single member to present an 
amendment on the House floor— 
which would have been possible— 
giving the commish cash for 1940. 
Remarkable evidence of the short- 
age of friends, even among the ad- 
ministration errand boys. 

Alarmed over signs that the reor- 
ganization bills are liable to wind up 





to Be put lato effect March 17, will |peals to chiefs of the House commit- 


tion, is expected to return next week | first’ 


in a pigeonhole, emissaries from the 
FCC last week made sub ‘rosa ap- 


tee for prompt action on a separate 
money measure, The answer was 
stunning. The commish was told to 
‘go and get your remedial legislation 


In view of the developments, the 
commish may receive another grill- 





'be necessary for Chairman Frank 
|R. McNinch, departmental heads, and 
| possibly other members of the body 
'tov appear before another sub-com- 
| mittee. 
| than that which put McNinch over 
‘the jumps in January. The defi- 
| ciency subcommittee is made up of 


| the various departmental subcommit- 
‘tees, and includes some of the most 
| experienced, 

ild- : nd Silver | tioners, 
Agar tee Reyaaey  » Be ‘heard the commish before was made 
|up pretty largely of newcomers lack- 


Idea programs are largely in de- 
mand as budgets will be trimmed for | with UP service, WGY, Schenectady, | 
the summer quarter, the chief reason |and WGAR, Cleveland, joined the contract with Ralph Wonders, now Rolfe and the Men About Town. 
for remaining on the air being to | NBC news and special events section|on the Coast for Rockwell, before | 
‘last week. 


ing even if no general investigation 
is ordered. To get money now it will 


In Ad Biz, but Pals 





Sales staff in the various John 
Blair offices make a practice of 
pointing up the personal touch 
in their relationships by ex- 
changing photographs of them- 
selves every six months. The 
pictures of the boys in each 
branch are mounted collectively 
in a frame and a copy is sent 
to each office. 

Blair also circulates a picture 
of himself at like intervals. 








FAN LOYAL TO ALL 


THE BLURB BUYERS 


Height of loyalty to all of the 
sponsors on a multi-sponsored par- 
ticipation program is revealed in a 
fan letter to Nancy Craig of WJZ, 
N. Y. It reads: 

‘I have been following your broad- 
casts over WJZ, 9:15-9:30 a.m., since 
it started last September and am glad 
to see you have the advertising in it. 
I have followed your suggestions for 
uses of Danya Hand Lotion for my 
face and hands, We also switched 
to Knox Gelatine for dessert several 
times a week. My grandchildren like 
to find it in the refrigerator when 
they come home from school. We 
may start using the Breakstone 
whipped butter in case our two cows 
go dry at the .ame time this sum- 
mer when the grass gets short. 

Now about the Lactol Nail Oil bath 
—people would think I was in second 
childhood if I went to a beauty shop 
for a treatment. 


Marries, Then Off to See 
How Cincy Reds Look 


Cincinnati, March 14. 
Harry Hartman, baseball an- 
nouncer on WCPO since 1928, was 
married here Sunday (12) to Tillie 
Skurrow, non-pro of Baltimore, be- 
fore leaving for Tampa, Fla., to dou- 
ble honeymooning with coverage of 
the Cincy Reds’ training activities. 
Clair Weidenaar, lately with 
WKRC on special events, joined 
WCPO Monday (13) as an an- 
nouncer, 


SELLS ‘MARY SOTHERN’ 


Fransamerican Disposes of Serial to 
Pedlar & Ryan 

















Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp. yesterday (Tues.) 
closed with Pedlar & Ryan for the 
use of the ‘Life of Mary Sothern’ 
serial under the banner of Bristol- 
Myers. It will plug Ipana toothpaste. 

Show goes transcription for 13 or 
more weeks, eventually shifting to a 
network hookup. Stations starting 
the series April 3 on a five-time 
weekly basis are WCCO, Minneap- 
olis; WHO, Des Moines; WOW, Oma- 
ha; KMBC, Kansas City; KOA, Den- 
ver, and WLS, Chicago. Don Becker 
will write and produce. 


WKRC Yum-Yums Sked 


' Cincinnati, March 14, 

Starting April 3 the Colgate-Palm- 
olive ‘Hilltop House’ and Myrt and 
Marge programs will be carried by 
WKRC, giving the sponsor 45 min- 
utes of straight-running time on the 
local CBS station, including the cur- 
rent 15-minute ‘Stepmother’ series. 
Programs will be heard Monday 
through Friday from 10:15 am., 
EST, feeding through the CBS net. 

At present the ‘Hilltop House’ and 
Myrt and Marge programs, waxed, 











One even more hardboiled | 


veteran lawmakers, the heads of all 


relentless cross-ques- 
whereas the group which 


ing in background. 








! 
once connected | 


Maxwell Hage, 


are carried on WLW. 

Amos ’n’ Andy, for Campbell’s 
soups, also will be heard on WKRC 
beginning April 3, when the series 
switches from NBC to CBS. That 
series has been outletted here for 
long through WLW. 


BENAY VENUTA’S AGENT 


Currently m.c.’ing her own half- 





hour stanza on WOR, New York, | 


Sunday nights, Benay Venuta was 


Signed to a one-year managerial con- 


tract last week by Rockwell General 
Amusement. It’s effective immedi- 
ately. 

Singer-actress was tied to a verbal 


Officially joining the agency. 


SUMMER AID 


7 


MAY-TO-SEPT. 
JUDIENCE EYED 


Under the impetus provided last 
week by a new summer discount and 
layoff policy formulated by the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System (and 





with such further steps as NBC may 
take in order not to be at a com- 
petitive disadvantage), the whole 
subject of hot weather broadcasting 
comes up again. This time the ques- 
tion has sharper outlines. 

During the ‘past season there has 
| been introduced the portable dry-cell 
| radio receiver with greatly improved 

reception. These are selling by the 
| tens of thousands all over the coun- 
| try and, added to the 6,000,000 radios 
now installed in automobiles, gives 
the radio industry a swell answer to 
|the charge that people can’t or don’t 
jlisten in summer. Radios will be 
| blaring on every beach and picnic 
| grounds to prove otherwise. 

| The networks have devoted a lot 
| Of attention in the last several years 
|to summer radio. Originally the 
| story was fragmentary and the im- 
pressions and inclinations of adver- 
tisers united to make the summer a 
problem. Under the Edgar Kobak 
sales regime at NBC, the non-stop 
clause was put through as a first 
effort to prevent the advertiser in- 
terrupting his own advertising. 

Surveys made in 1937 and again in 
1938 indicated that the daytime radio 
audience diminished remarkably 
little in summer. It is not figured to 
| be more than 10-15% under che Sep- 
| tember-May period. Baseball broad- 
casts on the hot afternoons swell the 
daytime audience notably, bringing 
to the radio receivers many ears 
not attentive in winter. The night- 
time summer audience loss has, how- 
ever, ranged up to 40%. 

Automobile and portable sets are 
not clearly reflected in the listening 
habit surveys, but it is expected that 
both NBC and CBS will send down 
divers this year. Armed with data 
on actual listening habits as against 
ownership statistics, the radio in- 
dustry will be better able to build 
up its summer story. Only 2% of 
the population is on vacation at any 
one time, it is estimated. 

Daniel Starch in 1937 found that 
the July tally of set-owners showed 
74.4 tuned in ‘some time during the 
day’ as against 82.5 ‘some time dur- 
ing the day’ dialing in January. the 
peak of the year’s listening. (These 
samples are based on 10,000 inter- 
views per quarter.) 

Two points are made in behalf of 
Columbia’s newly adopted rules: Viz 
(a) that the general tendency is to 
favor the supplementaries; (b) that 
if the advertiser will automatically 
elect to regard the total yearly dis- 
count (25%) in relation to the sum- 
mer 13-week span, the cost of the 
heat spell, even in ratio to a smaller 
audience (and a presumably cheaper 
entertainment), evens off. Argument 
nets to this: The advertiser. can 
keep the habit chain of time, dial 
position and advertising story and 
regard the matter as a good deal if 
his regular discount, plus the sum- 
mer bonus discount, is taken to- 
gether, 


Baritone Succeeds Actor 
As Cereal Serial Spieler 


San Francisco, March 14. 

Commercial announcer on the 
Sperry Flour dramatic serial, ‘Dr. 
Kate,’ will be Armand Girard, bari- 
tone, starting this week. Girard will 
plug Sperry’s breakfast cereal, 
Wheat Hearts, in the morning 
broadcasts over the C ast NBC-Red 
web from the local studios. 

He replaces Leo Cleary, NBC 
|actor and comedian, wh» resigned 
to try radio in Hollywood. 

















New Crown Cola Show Set 
Crown Cola starts its new show 
|on Columbia March 31. Cast will 
| consist of Robert L. Ripley, B. A, 





It’s the Friday 10:30 to 11 p.m 
spot. 
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SOUTH 


‘The Tobacco Tags,’ formerly with 
WSM, Nashville, Tenn., and WPTF, 
Raleigh, are personal appearing in 
North Carolina schools. 


Future Farmers of ‘America or- 
ganization is regularly on the air 
from WSTP, Salisbury, N. C., with 
local farm boys doing their stuff. 


Steve Fuld, CBS station relations 
man, visited with Lincoln Dellar, 
manager of WBT, Charlotte, N. C., 
last week. 

Lee Kirby, WBT, Charlotte, N. C., 
sportscaster, back after hospitaliza- 
tion with a stomach ailment. 

David Banks, formerly with 
KARK, Little Rock, announcing for 
KLRA, Little Rock. 

Dick Crane, KLRA announcer, on 
staff of KGKO, Fort Worth. 

Bob Calen and Art Acers, guitar 
duo on WBAP, Fort Worth, doing 
series advertising Southwestern Ex- 
position and Fat Stock Show. 

Nan, Hazel and Dot Williamson 
new on WBAP, Fort Worth, ‘Jam 
Pantry’ show. Red Woodwards orch 
new on show also. 

Bill Arms, Fritz Kuler and Len 
Finger of KTAT, Fort Worth, aired 
the Southwestern Exposition and Fat 
Stock Show for the Texas State Net- 
work. 

Frank Payne, baritone, added to 
staff of the Texas State Network. 

Paul McQuire, Australian lecturer 
and writer, given a special program 
by WWL, New Orleans, upon his 
visit. 

Alice Roberts and Louise Taylor 
added to staff of WWL, New Orleans. 

Louie Buck, WAGA, Atlanta an- 
nouncer, who specialized in sports, 
has joined spieling staff of WSM, 


MIDWEST 


Hundreds of songs are submitted 
weekly to Josef Cherniavsky for 
consideration in his ‘My ucky 
Break’ series on WLW, Cincy, and 
Mutual. He and his assistants select 
the best 25 of the week for final 
choice by a special board of judges. 
Latter includes music and radio edi- 
tors from the local dailies, a record 
distributor, a sheet music counter 
gal, and two trade press scribes, one 
of ’em the Cincy VARIETY mugg. 

Jean Abbey, fashion commentator, 
has begun a new series over KSD, 
St. Louis, 

J. Roy Stockton, who was pinch 
hitter during vacation of Frank 
Eschen, program director, KSD, St. 
Louis, has departed to report train- 
ing camp activities of Cardinals for 
Post-Dispatch, owner of station. 

Robert Finch, gabber under tag of 
Bob Lyle, KXOK, St. Louis, father 
ot 

ar Ossow, musical director, 
KXOK, St. Louis, and staff violinist 
with St. Louis Symph Orch, back 
from second tour of season. 

Bob Sampson has been upper to 
national sales manager of KWK, St. 
Louis. 

Jack Grogan, announcer at WHB, 
Kansas City, and Germaine Wiljin, 
vocalist at the Rathskeller, won out 
in the district eliminations for the 
Gateway to Hollywood’ broadcast- 
~~ a 

ive Kansa: City stations, KMBC, 
KITE, KCMO, WHB and’ KCKN, 
tied-up for simultaneous broadcast 
in behalf of the Boy Scouts’ local 











campaign for funds. Chick Allison, 
KMBC p.a., handled in cooperation 
with Scout organization. 

Station WHB’s ‘Vine Street Vz- 
rieties, local visual show, chalked 
up its best attendance to date (1,450 
on a paid gate) in homecoming cele- 
bration for Count Basie, orch leader, 
who started it all in Kansas City. 

Grady Cantrell, evangelist philoso- 
pher, back at KWK, St. Louis, after 
a year’s absence when he was at 


| KNX, L. A. 
Lee Chesley, radio editor, KWK, | 


St. Louis, in a local hospital for ap- 
pendectomy. 

John Harvey, formerly asst. ac- 
count exec. for General Mills, has 
joined KMOX, St. Louis, as salesman. 

George W. McElhinney, Jr., 1s 
latest addition to sales 
warbler, newest addition to talent 
staff. ; 

Jones Scovern, recently with the 
Los Angeles Times, has joined KSD, 
St. Louis. 

J. Howard Ackley last week 
ticked off his 11th anniversary as 
announcer for WOWO-WGL, Fort 
Wayne. 





EAST 





named staff pianist at KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, by Manager Sherman D. 
Gregory. 

Streptococci 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, personnel low for 
several days, among them Ed 
Schaughency, Janet Ross, Derby 
Sproul, Billy Sherman:and Alberta 
Brennan. 

Derby Sproul’s ‘Under Western 
Skies’ dramatic script resumes this 
week on regular weekly basis on 
KDKA, Pittsburgh. 

Ellis Barrett, former announcer at 
WABY, Albany, is now on the staff 
of W2XAF and W2XAD, General 
Electric Company’s short wavers in 
Schenectady. 

Gene Zacher, pianist, added to 
WHAM, Rochester, staff as musical 
arranger. This is new job created 
to relieve Charles Siverson, musical 
director of station. 

Charles Lee, Boston book re- 
viewer, begins guest author series 
with Ben Ames Williams over WEEI. 

WORL, Boston, has Miriam Miller, 
accompanied by Frankie Ward and 
Doris Terrell, thrice weekly. 

Jack Berry’ replaces George 
Crowell as announcer for ‘WORL 
M-1 Reporter’ and ‘Normandie Time’ 
this week, and also as station’s pro- 
duction manager. Crowell mean- 
while joins WTAG, Worcester. Jane 
Woodhouse also at WTAG. 

Bea Wain guests on the CBS 
Swing Session March 11. 

Morton Downey does a guester 
with the Girl Scouts on their special 
anni program on CBS March 15. 

Russell Russell, formerly of WGN 
and KMOX, is replacing Bromley 
House at WTAM, Cleveland. House 
recently resigned to join wife’s ad 
agency. Russell, who co-produced 

ay Kyser shows in Chicago, will 
handle special announcements. 

William McNair, former mayor, 
bowed out of ‘Authorities Answer,’ 
WWSW, Pittsburgh, copy of ‘Infor- 
mation Please,’ at last minute, and 
Walter Sickles, station’s program di- 
rector, named to Fadiman the show. 

Bob McKee and Norman Twigger. 





of WCAE, Pittsburgh, ‘previewing’ 
their new sponsored news broadcasts 
ceeenneiameanetnimensimeniinsneteinenantteamamiaedl 
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details, 
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Dian Kedlo Directors: 


Ths fact that the personnel of Radio 
Station WOW is competent is important 


his or her job efficiently. 
new, some are veterans, but they all 
work together with splendid team 


Actually, personal efficiency in- 
sures a better advertising "buy." 
Contact us or our representative, 
John Blair & Company, for complete 


John J. Gillin, dr. Manager, " 
OM Wow 


and woman fills 
Some are 


RADIO ST. 
Omaha, Febraska 








staff at| 
KXOK, St. Louis, and Allen Clark, | ey 
| James Saphier on the job in Holly- | 


Auernin Bodycombe has just been | 


has laid several of| 


in window of downtown department 
| store (Gimbels). 
Marjorie Spriggs, p. a. for WORL, 


| Boston, has taken over the ‘Woman | 


of Tomorrow’ program, under name 
of Jean Allen. ; 

Jack Zaiman, Hartford, United 
Press correspondent, is being aired 
five nights weekly over WDRC in a 
sportscast. 








From announcer to construction 
business is the jump of James A. 
Peterson, former mikester of KVI, 
Tacoma, who bade friends farewell 


will be located. Peterson’s best 
known radio stunt was his voyage 
last year from Tacoma to Gloucester, 
Mass.. aboard a Tacoma built fish- 
ing clipper, from which short wave 
broadcasts were made at 
during the long cruise via the Pana- 
ma Canal. 


wood handling radio talent for Mu- 
sic Corp. 

Don Lee’s KHJ tied up Hollywood 
Bowl for exclusive broadcast over 
Mutual of sunrise Easter services. 

Fibber McGee's air crew hitched 
for another 13 weeks by Johnson 
wax works. 

DeVere Zimmerman one of few 
femmes in Hollywood producing an 
airshow. Her entry is Sanforized 
Nancy Dixon shopping program. 

Burns Lee, Coast publicist for Ben- 
| ton & Bowles, called east to work on 
firm’s legislative matters for spon- 
sors. Al Whitlock succeeds. 

Don Wilson entering 17th year in 
radio. Started with quartet in 

program chief, 


Denver. 

Columbia’s Bill 
| Lewis, readying Coast trip. 

Donald Thornburgh and Charles 
Vanda washed up their Chicago biz 
and back at KNX (Hollywood). 

Because he’s a good golfer, both 
Columbia and NBC scrapping over 
Jimmie Fidler’s golf entry. He airs 
his picture gossip on both chains. 

Sam Hayes newscasting on KFWB 
(Hollywood). Keeps his commen- 
tary spot on KNX. 

Fanny Brice, Bob Hope, Martha 
Raye and Matty Malneck’s orchestra 
on Screen Guild-Gulf _ program 
March 19. 

Betty Jane Rhodes getting a strong 
build with her own program on KHJ 
(Los Angeles). 

Jack Fitzpatrick, KLZ, Denver, 
newsman and_ sportscaster, leaves 
this week for San Francisco to re- 
port, March 25, at the General 
a Baseball Announcers’ 
school. 


Cincy Baseball Warms Up 


Cincinnati, March 14. 

This season, for the first time, 
WSAI is airing play-by-play ac- 
counts, via telegraphic description, 
of all of the Cincy Reds’ training ex- 
hibition games, 34 of which are 
scheduled. Dick Bray is doing the 
miking. Some of the broadcasts are 
relayed by WHIO, Dayton, O. 

Roger Baker, formerly of Buffalo, 
and successor to Red Barber, made 
his local bow last week, doubling 
with Nixson Denton in an evening 
quarter-hour sports resume on WLW. 
He left Saturday (11) for the Reds’ 
camp in Tampa, Fla., where he will 
make: five-minute transcriptions to 
be used on Denton’s WLW spot and 
also on Bray’s WSAI sports review 
for Goodrich. 

When the National League season 
starts, Baker and Bray will announce 
the Reds’ games. This year Bray 
will do the casting for three innings. 
| Under Barber he miked only one 
inning. 














Westlund Heads Ass’n 


San Francisco, March 14. 
Manager Art Westlund of KRE, 
Berkeley, is the new chairman of the 
_ Northern California Broadcasters’ 
_ Association, succeeding manager S. 
H. Patterson, of KSAN, San Fran- 
,cisco, who held the office for the 
, past year. 
| Philip G. Lasky, general manager 
of KSFO, San Francisco, succeeds L. 
'D. West of KGMB, Honolulu, as 
secretary, 





| 

} 

Bee Strawway Re-Chored 
Cincinnati, March 14. 


ing director, has assumed added post 
of promotions director with transfer 
,of Wilfred Guenther from the pro- 
_motions department to the station’s 
television and facsimile division, of 
which Jerry Branch is assistant man- 
| ager. Before joining the Crosley org 
Miss Strawway did merchandising 
chores for the Kroger grocery chain. 
Paul Jones, announcer, formerly 
with WCMI, Ashland, Ky., has joined 
the WLW-WSAI staff. 





| WOW, Omaha, has Thayne Royce, 
tenor, newly on musical staff. Will 
sing with Freddy Ebner’s orchestra. 


for trip to middle west, where he| 


intervals | 





Wednesday, March 15, 1939 
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Swearing In Citizens 
Philadelphia, March 14. 

Taking advantage of the current 
Americanism wave, WFIL is plan- 
ning a ‘Citizenship Day.’ Aside from 
flock of patriotic music, speakers 
and flag-waving, major piece-de-re- 
sistance will be airing of ceremonies 
when new citizens are sworn in at 
the Federal court. 

Lines will be strung into the court- 
room and each new American will 
be given an opportunity to tell what 
his citizenship means to him. 





| 


| 
, 


Gallenkamping Out 
San Francisco, March 14. 

With his sponsor’s name, ‘Gallen- 
kamp,’ in large letters on the back 
lof his coat, Bill Baldwin is airing 
three ‘roving reporter’ broadcasts 
| weekly from the fair grounds on 
T-easure Island over KSFO. A 
huge sign calling attention to the 
broadcast, the station’s call letters 
ane the sponsor, Gallenkamp Stores 
Company (shoe distributors), is 
placed by the mike. Expo visitors 
who are quizzed by Baldwin during 
the program are given a bottle of 
shoe dressing. 

Three pairs of Gallenkamp shoes 
are awarded weekly to listeners sub- 
mitting usable jingles for the show, 
with the best jingle each month re- 
ceiving an additional prize of $10. 
Account is handled by Long agency. 


| 





Phoney Best Bets 
Philadelphia, March 14. 
Philly Daily News carries no high- 
light box on its radio page, so WFIL 
has created one. It uses ad space 
acquired in a swap deal to run a box 
simulating those in other papers of 
best bets on the air. Box is often 
spotted right under the radio log, 
making it appear to be the mccoy. 
Best bets, of course, are all on 
WFIL. 





Gesture te Churches 
Philadelphia, March 14. 





Bee Strawway, WLW merchandis- | 


KYW, NBC-operated outlet here, 
as a gesture of good-will put lines 
into three cathedrals Sunday morn- 
ing so that coronation of the Pope 
could be heard by congregations 
without interference. Lines went in- 
to Sts. Peter and Paul’s, St. John’s 
and St. Patrick’s. Two of the 
churches were able to feed the 
broadcast right into their own p.a. 
systems, while the third was loaned 
amplifying apparatus by the station. 

Coronation was aired from 12:45 
a.m. to 7:30 a.m. 


Bequeaths KFVO $2,000 


St. Louis, March 14. 

KFUO, operated by the Lutheran 
Evangelican Synod of Missouri, Ohio 
and other states, and supported 
principally by contributions of its 
listeners, was bequeathed $2,000 by 
Louis H. Waltke, retired soap manu- 
facturer, who died several weeks 
ago. During 1938 KFUO received 
approximately $40,000 from appeals 
made during its Sunday p.m. Luth- 
eran Hour program, the contribu- 
tions ranging from pennies to large 
amounts. Hour is broadcast over a 
Mutual net hookup. 











_ Dorothy Robinson, account execu- 
tive in the commercial department 
of WTAG, Worcester, recuperating 


‘REVENGE’ IS 
SEEN IN SUDS 
CRACK-DOWN 


—_——_—_——_ 


Montreal, March 14, 


With perforraers on about 30 radio 
programs facing unemployment if 
the CBC ruling prohibiting beer- 
sponsored programs becomes effec- 
tive after March 31, broadcasting cir- 
cles here recall that the current beer 
problem dates back to the time when 
La Presse, which controls station 
CKAC, refused to accept CBC adver- 
tising copy anent CBF, the 50,000- 
watt government transmitter. 


Hon. P. R. du Tremblay refused to 
permit use of his daily to build up 
an opposition radio station. Reports 
immediately after the La Presse ac- 
tion were to the effect that the CBC 
would retaliate by banning beer pro- 
grams in this province. 

Dr. A. Frigon, assistant general 
manager of the CBC, when queried 
at that time, stated that the beer 
question had not been brought to his 
attention and that the Board of Gov- 
ernors of the CBC would take no 
action unless complaints should de- 
velop from other sources. Shortly 
after Dr. Figon’s denial of rumors 
that the CBC was contemplating ac- 
tion against beer-sponsored programs 
the British United Press carried an 
apparently authentic story that the 
corporation planned to prohibit beer 
programs in this province. Embar- 
rassingly soon after the run-in with 
du Tremblay, the BUP report was 
also denied by the government. 


Official statement on the CBC pol- 
icy with regard to beer commercials 
is scheduled to be heard before the 
Parliamentary Radio Committee to- 
day (14). 

Meanwhile, frantic efforts are be- 
ing made by representatives of the 
AFRA and the Musicians’ union to 
stall the CBC ruling and save the 
jobs of radio performers. Local Eng- 
lish radio performers have already 
been severely affected since the ma- 
jority of CBC programs in English 
now emanate from Toronto, 

Should beer programs be eliminat- 
ed the picture would darken still 
further as it is generally conceded 
that most of the programs currently 
sponsored by breweries would not 
find new sponsorship, 
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BBC T elevision Exec, Gerald Cock, 
Thinks Out Loud on Visio’s Future 


London, March 7. | NBC Execs Visit Frisco 


Possibility of a five-year plan for 
expanding television on a nation- 
wide network throughout the United , 
‘Kingdom was hinted at by BBC tele- confabs with Manager Lloyd E. 
vision director Gerald Cock in some Yoder and department heads of KPO 
prognostications on the road this| and KGO, Alfred H. Morton, NBC 
service may take and hurdles it has | vice-prexy in charge of managed 
to jump. As told to Variety. Cock’s! and operated stations, left Saturday 
plan, which so far lives in his own} (11) for Denver in a continuation 
brain and has no official blessing, | of his nationwide tour of NBC- 
would have U.K. covered with series; handled outlets. 
of relay stations, all transmitting qne| NBC prexy Lenox R. Lohr, who 








San Francisco, March 14. 
After spending tw» weeks here in 


eentral program, so as to avoid) divided his time between the two 
duplication of staffs, plant or pro-| NBC stations here and the exposi- | 
grams. tion; Roy Witmer, vice-prexy in 


charge of sales, and Walter G. Pres- 
ton, Jr., assistant to vice-prexy John 
Royal, who drects the company’s 
program activities, were othe: recent 
visitors. 


Does not envisage same continuity 
of television broadcasting as with | 
radio, because greater concentration 
needed when watching the home re- 
ceiver imposes a strain such as the 
radio listener never suffers. Pro- 





Pittsburgh, March 14, 
Clarence Pettit, for last two years 
head of KDKA's public relations de- 
partment, has just been named as- 
Sistant manager of guest relations 


“ANd tC, x, FCC Monopoly Hearings Still in Sesh; 
Will Examine Hideaway Landlords 





en 





for NBC. He leaves for New York Washington. March 14 
in two weeks to take up his new du- ; “a ee oe <8 
ties, which will consist in main of|_ Possible violations of the law or 


contact work with out-of-towners | regulations by broadcasters who shift 
during expected eastern influx to actual control over operation of their 
Radio City among World’s Fair | Stations through leases, management 
crowds. contracts, 


. ril 
Pettit came here from Denver in| Wi!l be 











ventilated in 


1937 with Al Nelson, manager of | fortnight when the FCC chain- 
KDKA at that time and now sales|™Onopoly inquiry turns to a new 
chief for NBC’s Blue web. There| field. Several important transac- 


| will be no replacement for him on/| tions, some of which have been un- 

| staff of local station, publicity chief | der examination for months, will be 

Kay Barr assuming most of Pet- | X-rayed in at attempt to find out the 

tit’s old duties. real owners of properties in the 
. |hands of holding companies. 

John J. Anthony Associates, Inc., The inquiry into leases and con- 
has been chartered to conduct a tracts is docketed to open Tuesday 
printing-publishing business in Man-| (21) with the study of ultimate 
| hattan. Directors are: John J.|!ownership and multiple ownership 
| Anthony. Etille Anthony and Eva following the next week. Then 
‘Fessler, N. Y. C. ‘discs. In both of these fields, sum- 





and other arrangements | 
the coming |} 


|monses have been issued for li- 
censees whose responses to question- 
|naires allegedly indicated an attempt 
to conceal true facts and whose con- 
duct is the subject of disagreement 
from a legal viewpoint. 

The Westinghouse-NBC relations. 
which have been assailed in Congress 
and were probed by the Commish 
law department a year ago, will be 
scrutinized next week along with the 
question of ownership and control 
of several smailer stations through- 


out the nation. Proposed lease of 
KSFO, San Francisco, by CBS, which 
is nOW pending in court, also will be 
exhumed, 





Paul Jones, recently with WCMI, 
Ashland, Ky., last week was added 
to the WLW-WSAI announcers’ staff. 











grams, therefore, may remain re- 


—— | 














stricted to several hours daily, per- 


haps little more than at present, but | 
range of material and flexibility must | 


be considerably wider. 

Visio gives the public something in 
‘actuality’ broadcasts they can’t get 
any other way, he holds, immediate 
close personal contact in their own 
homes with events happening at the 
game moment in real life at some re- 
mote spot and in different surround- 
ings. BBC must accordingly develop 





It’s Television 





London, March 7, 

In self-defense against rubber- 
neck visitors who invariably 
pose him the question, ‘What is 
television?’, BBC’s visio chief, 
Gerald Cock, had Sir Stephen 
Tallents draw him up an Official 
‘explanation,’ framed it and hung 
it in his Alexandra Palace office. 
It runs: 

‘Excited by impulses born on 
a carrier wave which vibrates 
45,000,000 times a second, a spot 
of light one-tiirtysecond of an 
inch in diameter, traveling at 
the rate of 6,000 miles an hour, 
and varying in its illumination 
up to 4,000,000 times a second, 
traces 25 times a second in al- 
ternate lines a page of 405 lines 
On a sensitized end of a cathode 
ray tube. Vision and sound sig- 
nals are synchronized to within 
a quarter-millionth part of a 
second...’ 

It's a k.o. every time! 


Eee eee 


speed and flexibility in handling 
such programs; a ‘flying squad’ unit, 
with non-cumbersome equipment, 
ready to dash off at any moment to 
cover unexpected happenings, is 
what Cock indicates. 

Programs picked up this way 
would take precedence over pre-set 
broadcasts; the air would be cleared 
for it because its topicality would 
give immense appeal. 


Slim Bankroll 


Lamenting bankroll limitations, 
visio director sighed for a corps of 
special writers for the service—an 
extremely expensive luxury for the 
future, he declared. Also insisted 
one program that would have to 
come shortly would be a daily Chil- 
dren’s Hour. 

Denied the visio service would 
ever be married to radio as general 
practice. Both forms of broadcast- 
ing have their own appeal and their 
own limitations. Some material is 
suitable for sound transmission 
alone, some has visual appeal. Rarity 
is that which is suitable for both 
mediums—such as the big Saturday 
Variety bills. 

Expressed satisfaction with stage 
now reached by the department in 
handling daily programs for a rapid- 
ly growing ‘audience.’ ‘We feel we 
have broken the back of the main 
Puzzle,’ he claimed. ‘For a year and 
a half we had to make bricks with- 
out straw; only in the last six months 
has real progress been possible.’ 


WEAF Marred in Jersey 


Atlantic City, March 14. 

Mass protest is being urged on lis- 
teners here against a new Latin 
American outlet which is making the 
signal of WEAF uninteligible. Con- 
flicting station, using the same wave- 
length as the New York outlet, is be- 
lieved to be located in either Mexico 
or Cuba. 

Group of listeners is planning a) 
Petition to the FCC asking it to take 
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with each passing month . . . a new star has been in the me at 
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putting Peter Grant in WLW’s top news spot at 11:00 P. M. 
daily, WLW news shows will more than ever be the top news shows 


of the nation. 
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Bankers Shy Off Radio So Long as Politicians Ca- 
price Holds Life and Death, Elliott Roosevelt 


Points Out in Frank Discussion 


Washington, March 14. 

Elliott Roosevelt gave the FCC last 
week a detailed explanation of 
what’s wrong with broadcasting and 
governmental regulation. Winding 
up the regional network phase of 
the chain-monopoly probe, Presi- 
dent’s son: 

1. Termed_ the Communications 
Act antiquated, puzzling and unsatis- 
factory. 

2. Complained about excessive 
government meddling in the radio 
business. 

3. Urged adoption of a different 
concept of broadcasting’s obligations 
privileges and functions. 

In a day-and-a-half spell on the 
witness stand, head of Hearst Radio 
and the Texas State Network dif- 
fered sharply with the social and 
economic philosophy of Chairman 
Frank R. MecNinch and gave voice 
to the industry mutterings which 
previous witnesses have been re- 
luctant to express for fear of re- 
taliation. After stethoscoping both 
the FCC and the Industry, Dr. Roose- 
velt prescribed a far-flung revision 
of regulatory legislation and of Com- 
mish policies. 


The President’s son gave the FCC | 


numerous concrete recommenda- 
tions, covering a wide field ranging 
from transcriptions to licensing. 
Outstanding suggestion was that 
broadcasters be treated the same as 
various forms of _ transportation, 
which would give the badly-needed 
stability while still requiring licen- 
sees to serve the public interest. 

In place of the six-month licenses, 
Roosevelt advocated issuance of cer- 
tificates of convenience and necessity 
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Every audience sur- 
vey ever made in the 
Detroit Market 
shows that WWJ is 
first in listener in- 
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—such as are given to airlines and 
trucking firms—running for an 1n- 


definite period and revocable for any | 
Under pres- 


failure to toe the mark. 
ent conditions, operators 
stantly on the 
Commish in actuality cranks out re- 
newal papers on a routine basis 1n 
the normal case. Use of a franchise 


are con- 


chair-edge, yet the) 





{ A | 
imakes no difference whether he 
(makes a 5% or 20% return on his| 
investment as long as he provides | 


| service. 


| mitter 

| rates, he argued. 
|turn to other media if the station 
doesn’t produce and if the standard 
of service declines. Proprietors who 
|try to charge more than the traffic 
will bear, on account of their indis- 
|} cretion in paying an excessive sum, 
| will be punished by the law of di- 
minishing returns. The price tag 


without time limits would merely be | Cannot be fixed by reference to the 
a recognition of facts and put an end! worth of the physical equipment and 


to upsetting hocus-pocus. 
Argument was based on economic 
grounds. Bankers, not understand- 


| ing the exact situation in the indus- 


try, think radio is a bad risk be- 
cause the government can ruin an 
investment at the end of any six- 
month period. 

‘The radio business today is prob- 
ably the only business of its kind 
in the 
able to obtain financing from banks,’ 
he told the four-man investigating 
committee. ‘There is a very definite 
reason why this business cannot ob- 
tain that financing and therefore the 
only people who have gone into the 
radio business have been people who 
were willing to gamble rather large 
sums of money on a very short-lived 
expectancy of their business .,. The 
| radio industry has apparently not as 
yet felt the stifling effect of lack of 
| adequate financing, largely because 
| of the stability and dependability of 
the personalities who have associated 
| themselves with our business.’ 


United States which is not} 


property since personalities are such 


lan integral part of a broadcasting | 


| venture and cannot be measured by 
a rigid yardstick. 
Industry is forced to project its 
earnings well beyond the six-month 
license period, TSN head, explained. 
Because the investments required 
are so substantial they cannot be re 
covered in the brief time covered 
| by a single license. 


‘Service, Not Sale Price, 
All That Should Count’ 


‘If the buyer can continue to ren- 
|der a high grade service and can 


|. ° 

| improve upon that service, I cannot | 
| see what difference it makes whether | 
| the station sells for a dime or a mil- | 


| lion dollars as long as you continue 
| to regulate the buyer just as you 


(now) do the seller and make sure 


| that the type of operations is in the 


| best interest of the public 


...I don't 


parable size which is required to ap- 
ply each six months for the right to 


The stringent control exercised by | continue in business, he declared. 


the FCC over transmitter sales is a 
barrier to development of the busi- 
ness, “Roosevelt ecomplained. ‘Un- 
ue restrictions’ imposed by the 








| 





‘If we were allowed to be honest 
and place a direct valuation on the 


all, is the goodwill and the type of 


regulators cause so much uncertainty | operation which we build up in our 
| sbout the possibility of liquidating | community—and the banks can be 


| investments that good business men; made to see the investment pos- 


} 


| fear to tie up their funds. 

Calls Bare Bones Theory 

. 1 1 7. 
Particularly Obnoxious 


The bare-bones policy advocated 
by the FCC chairman was particu- 
larly obnoxious to the President’s 
son. As long as the buyer has am- 
ple resources to operate the plant, 
it’s none of the government’s concern 
whether the price exceeds the physi- 
cal value of the property. He was 





sour about the ‘loose talk about 
trafficking in licenses and huge 
profits from sale of licenses,’ com- 
plaining because there is insufficient 
appreciation of the difference be- 
tween trafficking and legitimate sale. 
Trafficking he defined as a transac- 
tion in which a person with no in- 
_ tent of building or operating a sta- 
' tion obtains a construction permit or 
| buys an existing transmitter and 
| peddles the papers for a handsome 
| profit. Legitimate sale occurs when 
| an individual in good faith builds or 
| buys and then operates but is forced 
| later to sell. 

Principle of ‘let the buyer beware’ 
| should be followed in handling sta- 
| tion sales, Roosevelt contended. Only 
| concern of the government is the 
purchaser’s ability to keep going. It 
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| sibility in radio, that will go a long 
| way toward making radio a very 
much better industry for the people 
of the United States.’ 

The price paid for KNX, Los An- 
geles ($1,250,000) and the amount 
offered to WOAI, San Antonio 
($800,000) were entirely sound, in 


indicate any intent to ‘traffic’ in fa- 


to earn as much as these stations are 
worth hundreds of thousands. Pru- 





dent operators will not pay tremen- 
dous amounts, he noted, without 
some prospect of getting their in- 
vestment back or unless they are ex- 
tremely philanthropic and have a 
burning yen to serve the public. 

As the Commish raised its eye- 
brows at these opinions, the Presi- 
dent’s son noted that railroads, air- 
lines and trucking companies—which 
use public resources—get much more 
sympathetic treatment than broad- 
casters. They can obtain certificates 
of convenience which allow them a 
reasonable lease on life. Govern- 
ment is not prevented from making 
them deliver satisfactory service. No 
vested right is granted as long as 
the issuing authority can yank back 
the privilege in cases of abuse. 

The Commish ought to ask Con- 
gress for a change in the law so that 
such revocable tickets could be 
handed out to qualified applicants, 
Roosevelt asserted. Three-year per- 
mits won’t be a complete remedy, 
since they still place an arbitrary 
limit on the existence of the sta- 
tions and are subject to the same ob- 
jections as have been registered 
against six-month ducats. 


Large Profits Permit 
Facsimile Experiments 


In discussing the financial angle. 


with facsimile or television because 
of lack of cash. Only development 
is being carried on by NBC, CBS. or 
a station with considerable wattaye 
and ‘tremendous profits.’ 

Possibility the industry would pay 


to various frequencies was suggested 
to the Commish. Saying he saw no 
reason why a well-behaved opera- 
tor should not get preferential treat- 





are not attempting to steal anything 


The public will take care of pur- 
| chasers who pay so much for a trans- : 
that they have to jack up|has denied 
Advertisers will 


| Roosevelt said. 
|posed to serve their immediate vi- 


} | cinity with the sort of programs the | 
know of a single industry of com- 


license which we have—which, after | 


he noted that no smallies are playing | 


a fee gladly if allowed to have title | 


ment, he declared the broadcasters | 


| Steen the government or the public. 
\If they are worthy at all, licensees 


deserve some safeguard in the way | 


|of recognition of their right to use a 
‘certain facility. This thought didn’t 


go down with McNinch, who doubted 

7 that members of the industry are as 
public-spirited as the President's son 

thinks. Chairman asked why, if 

' broadcasters are patriotic and phil- 


'anthropic, the rush and scramble for 


RADIO MEN DARE NOT: RAPS CONDITIONS ee aac age ag Sa 


Startled by these theories, 


| casters. 
renewal pleas 
why the industry should be alarmed. 
| Bankers and outsiders do not under- 
| stand, Roosevelt retorted, pointing 
out again that the law gives little as- 
surance that substantial outlays will 
not be jeopardized. 

‘If the regulatory right of the 
United States Government is not di- 
minished, what logical reason can be 
advanced for holding the radio in- 
dustry under such a short lease of 
life?’ the First Family’s enterprising 
member queried. 

Veritable censorship, through fear of 
punishment and confusion over what 
is expected, was another of Roose- 
velt’s complaints. Broadcasters are 
entitled to a clearer idea of what 
constitutes ‘operation in the public 
interest,” some reconciliation between 
the free-speech ideal and the theory 
|they must not offend listeners, an 
escape from the dilemma presented 
by the political neutrality clause of 
the Federal statute and the libel 
laws. 


Urges Regulation of Web 
Control Over Affiliates 


Public interest is injured, not pro- 
moted, when networks are able to 
tie up affiliates via strict contracts, 
Operators are sup- 


|audience prefers, but if their facili- 


|ties are dominated by chains they 
|cannot perform to the maximum ad- 


vantage. Commish ought to regulate 
the type of contracts. He insisted he 
believes national combos are desir- 
able if they are regulated appropri- 
ately. 


Present. policy on transcriptions is | 


evidence of a condescending attitude, 
he testified. Disc programs often rep- 
resent as big an outlay and as high- 
quality production as networks’ live 
talent shows. Idea they should be 
| identified as recorded is a relic of 
ithe old days when platters were 
scratchy and the embalmed music or 
| speech could not be reproduced with 
| fidelity. With the improvement in 








programs now are of materially 


cilities. Plants which have a chance | higher quality than programs piped | 


long distances by wire. He did not 
like the idea of permitting the na- 
tional chains to control the disc busi- 
ness, fearing tighter contro] over the 
business of big advertisers. 

The United States ought to put 
heat on Mexico to ratify the North 
American agreement, President’s son 
said. State Department people are 
‘slightly too polite’ in their relations 
with the Mexicans, who are definite- 
ly lowering public taste by permit- 
ting super-power transmitters to 
spray programs over the border. If 


arguments are not effective the 
United States ought to think about 
applying economic. sanctions to 
Mexico. 


The succession of FCC question- 
| naires is a grave concern to the in- 
| dustry, the commish was told. While 
uriform accounting systems might 
| be helpful, the orders for detailed 
reports are unjustifiable. Since last 
September, when the prodding for 











By Roosevelt Ideas 


Mc- 
Ninch fired repeated .questions that 
|reflected his dislike for a change in 
'the existing attitude toward broad- 
If history shows the FCC 
only in 
rare instances, he cannot understand | 


—2 


statistics started, KFJZ, his 


keep two people busy. 


audience. 
| 


on wax. 





| learned. 


| $77,912, but 


now 


|only a $50,000 deficit. 


profit of around $55,000 in eight 
months. 
Cash with which the Frontier 


Broadcasting Co.—composed of some 
of his web associates—is seeking to 
| buy two of the Hearst Radio outlets, 
WACO at Waco, and KNOW at Aus- 
|tin, was put up by TSN, Roosevelt 
;said. Thus one company of which 
he is president is financing the pur- 
another 
nominally 
Commish learned that Roose- 
velt and his wife, partner in his en- 
$50,000 
building 


chase of plants 
corporation 
heads. 


owned by 
which he 


terprises, loaned the chain 
for purchase of land and 
for corporate activities. 


Operations require TSN to feed 17 
hours of talent daily to the affiliates, 
which are permitted to obtain local 
for sustaining features 


sponsorship 
if they are able. 


With the regional phase over, the 
commish probers this week listen to 
critics of the industry, the law, and 
special 
| pleaders, before ogling the transcrip- 
include Nor- 
renew 
his yowls about alleged discrimina- 
tion when his Muscatine, Ia., plant, 
KTNT, was thrown off the air be- 
Labor 
groups are scheduled to present com- 
treatment, as 


|'the regulators, along with 
field. 
Baker, 


tion 
man 


Witnesses 


who intends to 


cause of medical programs. 


plaints about 


are educators. 
| 


unfair 


| Would Abolish Set Tax 


| 
Montreal, March 14. 

Proposal has been submitted to 

Parliament by Paul Martin for the 


complete abolition of the Canadian 
annual radio license fee of $2.50 on 
the grounds that the license charge 
interests of the 


is prejudicing the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. Radio 
| Committee now in session has been 


| asked to rule on this problem before 


Roosevelt’s estimation, and did not| ry : raxed | March 25 as the radio license collec- 
recording technique many waxed tion begins in the spring. 

Indications are that proposal will 

be given scant consideration since 

the government derives about $2,700,- 


000 from this tax annually from ap- 
proximately 1,200,000 owners of re- 
ceiving sets. 


cut receipts by $600,000 annually. 
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Fort 
Worth outlet, has spent $8,000 just 


to satisfy the FCC curiosity. Blanks 


Explaining the operations of his 
chain, the President’s son said he was 
motivated in linking the 23 outlets 
bv the fact that stations without net- 
work connections cannot attract the 
Lacking cash they were 
unable to put on the sort of pro- 
grams which build a following and 
instead had to rely almost entirely 


The TSN has edged out of the red 
since the turn of the year, commish 
From Sept. 15 to Jan. 31, 
losses were $105,000 on time sales of 
the enterprise is 
| making ‘small profit’ and the outlook 
is that the first full year will show 
Indicating a 


Possibility that tax 
may be reduced to $2, which would 


_— 
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600-LETTER PULL 
IN SPOT OPPOSITE 
MR. JACK BENNY! 


Yes—over 600 letters received 
the next day. One example of 
WNEW's tremendous power. 


THERE IS A REASON: 
By all independent surveys* 
WNEW ranks first in num- 
ber of listeners of any New 
York non-network station. 


*on request 
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*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
Trafalgar 


@ St. Martin’s Place, 


Square 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO 


Cable Address: VARIETY LONDON 35 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 








ABC Ignores Possible Beef of Radio 
Set Licensees, Books Acts for Vaude 





Sydney, Feb. 19. 

Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
gion is booking its talent with pic- 
ture theatres. First such deal was a 
two-weeks’ tour for Jim Davidson’s 
orchestra with the Greater Union 
Theatres. This was followed by the 
placement of Albert Fisher's Octet 
in the various Carrolls houses during 
the run of Paramount’s ‘If I Were 
King.’ 

The ABC has heretofore been un- 
certain about booking its talent into 
pop priced spots because of the pos- 
sible kickback from radio set licensee 
payees. Fans, it was figured, might 
want to know why they should have 
to pay an admission fee, plus the 
license money, to see the talent in 
person. Also why the ABC should 
be permitted to collect this additional 
revenue and to what use the money 
was being put. 


PARTY MOUTHPIECE 
IGNORES THE RULES 


Mexico City, March 7. 

Radio station XEFO here, voice of 
the Party of the Mexican Revolution, 
dominator of the Mexican govern- 
ment, which was recently fined $200 
for broadcasting liquor publicity, is 
in trouble again. The ministry of 
communications and public works, 
ruler of air affairs in Mexico, has 
complained to President Lazaro Car- 
denas that the station: 

(1) Refuses to obey its orders 
fgainst broadcasting forbidden ma- 
terial, including obscene music. (2) 
Pay the wage of a ministry inspec- 
tor, as the law requires. (3) To pro- 
vide the required monthly question- 
naire covering its income and ex- 
penses, as must all commercial sta- 
tions in Mexico. 











Nelson Maples Divorced 


Pittsburgh, March 14. 

Nelson Maples, director of KQV 
staff orchestra and week-end dance 
band maestro at Webster Hall 
hotel, and his wife, former Ellen 
Mason, one-time nitery hat-check 
gal, were split by divorce route here 
last week. 





PAUL GATES PROMOTED 
San Francisco, March 14. 
Promotion of Paul Gates to post of 
supervisor of announcers and night 
programs at KPO and KGO (NBC) 
has been made. : 
Gates’ assistant will be Grant Pol- 
lock, who was upped following the 
transfer of Hal Gibney to the an- 
nouncing staff at NBC’s Hollywood 
studios. Hal Wolf, formerly of 
KOMO and KJR in Seattle, and Wil- 
liam Wood, Jr., previously with KLS 
in Oakland, are recent additions to 
the spielers. 
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SPY STUFF SILLY 


Mexice Calls Rumors Baseless— 
German Baron Deported 








Mexico City, March 7. 
Registered radio stations in Mexico 
are not being used by foreign secret 
service operatives, and these spies 
have no clandestine air facilities in 


this country, declares a government 
report, made in connection with 
stories to the effect that the nine 
men, headed by Baron Hans Hein- 


ported), used radio in a local ceme- 
tery for advising Berlin of Mexican 
military and naval secrets. 

So complete is its control of radio 
that it is impossible for short wave 
© any other clandestine stations to 
operate in Mexico, asserts the min- 
istry of communications and public 
works, which has charge of air af- 
fairs in this land. 


Nostrums Force 
Self-Censorship 
In Australia 


Sydney, Feb. 19. 

Commercial stations have agreed 
to establish a system of self-censor- 
ship, with Frank Marden, general 
manager of the Commonwealth Net- 
work, as chairman of the committee 
that will watch over programs and 
advertising material. It’s the first 
voluntary setup of its kind in Antipo- 
des broadcasting. 

Non-government-operated stations 
decided to act after the postmaster- 
general had remarked that the whole 
commercial radio field was in need 
of a shaking up. Chief target of his 
comment was patent medicines. It 
was likewise hinted that if these 
broadcasters didn’t do somehouse- 
cleaning from within drastic legisla- 
tion might follow. 

New committee will have authority 
over about 90 stations. 


NOLA LUXFORD AT EXPO 

Nola Luxford, New Zealand ac- 
tress, who has done considerable in- 
ternational broadcasting from the 
Antipodes, has been named New 
Zealand’s special officer on public 
relations counsel at the N. Y. World’s 
Fair. 

She will have charge of special 
events broadcasts to N. Z., including 
the visit of the British King and 
Queen. 





























| ticket as 
rich Von Hollifleurer (who was de- | 





LONDON CALLING 


Beaulah’s Motor Magiuzine booked 
a series of twice weekly weekday 
afternoon quarter hours on Radio 
Normandy. First experiment on the 
air. 








American hillbilly team, Ed and 
Don, who have been broadcasting 
from Radio Normandy, set with 
Steele’s Advertising Service for C. 
E. Fulford, Ltd. (Zam-Buk). Will 
broadcast direct from Normandy 
studios at Caudebec-en-Cauz, France. 

| 
| 





J. H. Hare & Partners, Ltd., on 
Normandy for client, Spinks (Clean- 
ers), Ltd. First time Spinks on 
radio. 








Buckley Hargreaves 
BBC film 
spring quarter. 


given 


new | 
crix covering 





J. G. L. Francis appointed assist- 
ant chief accountant at Broadcasting 
House, London. 





‘Edge ef the Werld, Michael 
Powell’s semi-document: -y, will fill 
whole afternoon visio session April 1. 





All-French star aret being pro- 
duced in Paris by Archie Campbell 
fc: BBC March 20 in tribute to 
French President’s U.K. visit. 

Genoze Toothpaste, which has 
bcen sponsoring the only American 
pattern quiz program on Radio Nor- 
mandy under the title of ‘Teaser 
Time,’ is dropping out of this sta- 
tion March 26 to extend their week- 
day Luxembourg time. The object 
being to obtain a run of 15-minute 
programs every day of the week at 
10 in the morning for various prod- 
ucts belonging to the sponsor Gen- 
atosan, Ltd. 

This firm is at present on the air 
twice weekly from Luxembourg for 
S:natogen and Genasprin. The for- 
mer program being of a semi-edu- 
cative nature, and the latter a non- 
serial script show. The new Genozo 
program is likely to be in the popu- 
lar music category, and will be han- 
died by Mather & Crowther. 








AEROPLANE TRAGEDY 


John Stadler, CBC Official, Killed in 
Quebec Crash 
Montreal, March 14, 

John C. Stadler, Jr., 32, executive 
assistant to Dr. A. Frigon, assistant 
general manager of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. was instantly 
killed when the plane in which he 
was flying crashed in the Lake St. 
John district last week. Stadler and 








two companions were on a week-end 
pleasure jaunt in the gold-mining 
district of northern Quebec. Bodies 
and plane wreckage were discovered 
by two commercial pilots. 
Stadler was manager of stations | 
CBF and CBM, the two Government 
transmitters here, prior to his ap- 
pointment as Dr. Frigon’s assistant. 
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ANNOUNCING 


that 


Mr. C. G. COSBY 


(formerly general manager of KWK) 


has joined the 
staff of radio station 


KXOK 


owned and operated by the 
ST. LOUIS STAR-TIMES 


as 


Director of National Sales 








Radio Wage Scale 
Fixed by Law; 





in Australia 


Minimums Are 


$16 to $24 Weekly; Rehearsal Pay 


BLIGHTED ROMANCE 


Mexican Tenor, 22, Shoots Self in 
Radie Studie 








Mexico City, March 7. 
Jose Luis Lama Rojas, 22-year-old 
tenor, with a considerable air fol- 
lowing, shot himself to death in the 
studios of XEB, Mexico City, a few 
minutes before his scheduled broad- 


| Cast. 


The suicide was attributed to a ro- 
mance that went wrong. 





STUFF 10 
ENGLAND 


London, March 7. 
The premium offer, a well-estab- 
lished sales-forcing strategy in 
America radio, is just beginning to 
make itself felt in the British com- 
mercial radio field, as is witnessed 
by the recent decision of Syming- 
tons, makers of packet soups, jellies 
and other groceries, to go all out for 
this line on the radio. For four 
weeks in succession both from Lux- 
embourg and Normandy on Sunday 
and weekday programs beginning 
Feb. 26, Symingtons are killing their 
normal commercial to offer 12 pack- 
ets of branded garden s2eds supplied 
by Unwins, well-known British 
growers, in return for a box top and 
10c. The retail value of these seeds 
is in the region of 50c. If this offer 
brings results comparable in any 
way to those achieved in America 





Sydney, Feb. 19. 

Commonwealth Arbitration Court 
has fixed an award (i. e., wage scale) 
covering artists and others employed 
by the Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission. Award, which met with the 
approval of the Actors’ Equity of 
Australia and the ABC, governs 
choristers, actors, and actresses. Min- 
imum rates for males and femmes 
| commencing a radio career have 
| been fixed at $16 per week, and those 
with experience will cop $24. Rates 


for choristers, males and femmes, set 
at $20 per week. 
| Adult players in kiddie sessions 
| 


| will receive $4.25 for each perform- 
j}ance and kids $2.50. The minimum 
fee to be paid any artist for an air 
| engagement is set at $8.50. 
| Actors and actresses engaged casu- 
ally in connection with plays will re 
|ceive $8.50, which includes the per- 
| formance and two rehearsals. Addi- 
| tional rehearsals to be paid for at the 
jrate of $2.50. 
| 





‘Ben Cossman, B. A. Burns 
Join Stevenson & Scott 


Montreal, March 14. 

Ben Cossman, program producer, 
,and B. A. Burns, account exec, have 
| switched from Associated Broadcast- 
ing to the Stevenson & Scott Agency. 

Cossman-Burns are placing series 
of French-language transcriptions 
for Ottawa Paints over stations 
CKAC and CHLP, starting March 23, 
with Quebec and Hull station time 
also being arranged for the same 
sponsor, Also buying daily spots for 
Holt, Renfew & Co. over stations 
CFCF and CKAC, starting March 27. 





it is probable Symingtons will con- 
tinue the policy with other premi- 
ums. 











——— 











Walter Winchell for: 


can be heard over 


Abel Green, VARIETY, for: 


Sol Zatt, BILLBOARD, for: 


“Werk on original 


Currently TRIPLING 


Epstein, 
and Jerrold Krimsky and MCA 


new association: Irving Lehre: 
things, big and little. 








MILT HERTH 


TRIO 


SAYS THANKS TO: 


“New Yorchids to the Milt Herth swing-three 
bay-oo-tee-full blending.” 


Nick Kenny, N. Y. DAILY MIRROR, for: 


“One of the hottest instrumental trios in musie today 


brand of swing music that must serve as a dynamic 
‘eye-opener’ for millions” 


Ben Gross, N. Y. DAILY NEWS, for: 


“The trio headed by Milt Herth, the swing organist, 
gave out with grand abandon. . 
hold its own against any on the air.” 


Gene Knight, N. Y. JOURNAL-AMERICAN, for: 


“An unusual entertainment tric that coaxes unusual 
music from organ, 
customers begging for more." 


“Milt Herth Trie can go onto amy rostrum and click 
as big in picture houses as at the Chez Firehouse.” 


novelty entertainment item for theatres and night clubs” 


THE NEW YORK STRAND 
CHEZ FIREHOUSE 
NBC RED AND BLUE NETWORKS 


(Seven Times Weekly as “Omar the Swingmaker”) 


OUR SINCERE THANKS to Harry Mayer, Harry Gourfain, Zep 
Will Osborne and Irving Windisch at the 
Andrew D. Weinberger for his swell advice and guidance; John 


Croom Johnson and all of NBC: Charlie Green and CRA for a 


P.S.—We're making Decca records, NBC transcriptions and Warner shorts 


Address All Communications to 


ANDREW D. WEINBERGER, 67 West 44th St., New York City | 





WEAF each morning ... offering a 


. this threesome can 


drums and piano, and leaves the 


arrangements and are decidedly a 


Between... 


Strand; 
for the Chez Firehouse; Austin 


for publicity, advice and many 





































































36 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, March 15, 1939 








mene 


Normandy, Poste Parisien | 
Share Various Commerciai 
Waxes Made in London 





London, March 7. | 

Two of the commercials operating 
from European stations for U.K.} 
listeners operate a system for pool- 
ing programs. Radio Normandy is | 
operated by the International Broad- | 


casting Co., and Poste Parisien is | 
controlled by Anglo Continental 
Publicity, but both use identical 


material with the exception there i 
more from the IBC transmitter than 


comes out from Paris. 
All sponsored programs this side 
are pre-recorded owing to impos- 


sibility of getting artists out to the 
Continent to do programs there, so 
it is easy to make two copies of re- 
quired programs and ship one to 
Normandy and the other to Paris 
Curious result is that keen listen-| 


ers, after hearing a favorite pro-| 
gram on one wavelength, can al-| 
most immediately switch to the 


other to hear it over. 
Difference between two stations | 
is that IRC transmitter at Fecamp 
puts in many more hours daily on 
commercial broadcasts than 
unit in Paris. Normandy averages 
10 hours daily in the week and 134 
hours Sundays, against 3 hours and 
5 hours, respectively, from Poste | 
Parisien, This means latter station | 
only takes key programs, but in its 
favor is that reception in London | 
has edge on Normandy. Latter is 
strongest in south of England. 


Spanish Stars in N. Y. 


Amanda Ledesma and Alberto 
Vila, Spanish film and radio stars, 
arrived in the U. S. from Argentina 
Monday (6). 

Couple enroute to the Coast to ap- 
pear in Spanish films~for Cobian 
Productions, to be released by 20th- 
Fox. 











R. Watters, formerly of Emil Bri- 
sacher & Staff, is in charge of the re- 
cently opened San Francisco office 
of David, Inc., agency of Minnesota. 
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Trade Mark 
of 


Entertainment 
Satisfaction 


PAUL 


HITEMAN 


and his 
ALL-AMERICAN BAND 


Now Appearing 
With Sensational 
Success At_ the 


SOUTHWEST EXPOSITION 
and RODEO 
Fort Worth, Texas 

——— BROADCASTING FOR —— 


CHESTERFIELD 


from Fort Worth, Texas, 
Manicipal Auditorium 
March 15th—7:30 P.M., C.S.T. 


BOOKED EXCLUSIVELY BY 


Artists Management, Inc. 
17 East 45th St. New York 
MUrray Hill 2-1888 
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MAJOR DECISIONS 


ishington, 


March 14. 


Connecticut: Operation of WNLC, New London, on a full- 
time basis received final Commish okay over plaints of 
WWRL,. Woodside, N. Y., and WMEX, Boston. Favorable 


April, was contested by the 


examiner's repor issued last 
outside stations and rehash of the matter held in Octobe: 
Substantial need exists in New London for the propo 
service, Commish found No satisfactory nighttime service 1s 
receiv d i the area: the applicant station is qualified in al 
s t I ¢ ts op i 1 and no ‘substantial in- 
é 1 objectional t tir LT a 
i t N I i1don sta rd sobe mited 
WWRI wit 4 x i mill it per r 
it ] ) the statio S 
1 1 er ped to | l h tl me 
a Y of po n z time , x 
1 \ } b T l 1d Vv th 
! 4 ul i s \ ir ’ 
| i I 3 h ill be t l 
~ ’ T > } l i 3 I madcasting (¢ p en f 
\ [. 1as been 1 ) " by operating as proposed 
ects additional month] revenues a raging $1,454 
Horace I Lohne E. D. Jo®nston, and F. W. Albertsor 
ap eared on behalf of applican 
Georgia; Growing pains of W KEU, Griffin, stifled with a 
denial of its plea to move to Macon and extend operation 
from days to full-time Macon is admirably served by 
WMAZ. Commish pointed out, whereas the proposed move 
of WKEU would deprive Griffin of its only tocal primary 
broadcast service Also considerable question aS to financial 
support which the station could pick up in Macon, since no 
| definite contracts have been secured from prospective ad- 
> ers: certain merchants have stated that they are satis- 
i with t advertising rates of WMAZ and do not care 
ipport the proposed sery and no announcement has 
been made of e rates which WKEU would charge, except 
they will be ‘slightly le r’ than those of WMAZ 
Transntitt« rs whic h re uested a change of fre yuency from 
1500 to 1310 ke and operation with 100 watts nights and 200 


watts days, was represented by Horace L. Lohnes, E. D. 
Johnston and F, W,. Albertson 
New Jersey: Green light for the Press-Union Putlishing 


ea to construct a new station at Atlantic Cit) 


Co. on its Pp 
hich publishes the lk 


Outfit, wl 1ding newspapers in Atlantic 
City, will spend $22,600 for a transmitter and intends to use 
75% live talent programs in day and night operation Re- 
quested 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

While the proposed transmitter will be limited to its ap- 


WEST, Easton, 
tionable interference will 
nor will the pro- 
interference if this ap- 


proximate 3.2 millivolt per meter contour by 
Pa., Commish decided that ‘no obje 
result to any existing broadcast 
posed station receive objectionable 
plication is granted.’ 
Applicants were presented by Ben 
Wayland and John Kendall 

New York: Trials and tribulations of WARD and WLTH, 
Brooklyn transmitters which have been battling for existence 


station, 





S. Fisher, Charles V. 


over a period of years, prolonged last week by Commish 
denial of their joint motion to strike the proposed findings 
of fact submitted against them by WBBC. Broklyn tangle 
stood this way, on March 6: 


Commish, currently pondering the WBBC proposed find- 
ings, gave WARD-WLTH 15 days in which to file an answer 
to the same; ordered that WBBC be allowed 20 days in 
which to file a reply to the WARD-WLTH answer. 

North Carolina: Reiteration of its disapproval 
pa week by the Commish en proposed nighttime operation 

of WAIR, Winston-Salem. Turned down early in January, 
|} on an application which would have given the station night 
| power of 250 watts, to augment its present assignment of 








was given 


250 watts days on 1250 ke, C. G. Hill, George D, Walker and 
| Susan H. Walker, licensees of the transmitter, petitioned for 
a rehearing. Second Commish rebuff was given ‘in order 
} to more clearly state the grounds relied upon by the Com- 
mission in denying the application.’ Decision—representing 
another of the new-fangled ideas which have been recently 
| adopted—was tagged ‘Supplemental Statement of Facts, 
| Grounds for Decision, and Order.’ 

Serious interference to applicant transmitter and to WNEW, 


| New York, and WHBI, Newark, was cited as principal rea- 
| son why WAIR should not be permitted to operate nights. 


| Winston-Salem would be stymied to within its approximate 
| 5.6 millivolt per meter nighttime contour and would not be 
able to serve all of the ‘corporate limits of the city’ (which 
is from 514 to 6 miles wide) under the proposed change, 
Commish said. WNEW and WHBI would be kept to their 
respective 2.4 millivolt per meter contours at night, and 


| WDSU, New Orleans, would be limited to its 1.3 millivolt 
per meter contour. 

Commissioner Brown did not participate in final turn- 
down. 

Texas: In another supplement to a previous Gecision, 


Commish reiterated its opinion that the application of W. C. 
Irvin, Amarillo, should be turned down. Grant to Amarillo 
Broadcasting Corp., of the same town, which received an 
okay last fall on its request for the assignment of 1500 ke 
with 100 watts, was re-upheld—mostly on grounds that the 
stockholders were better qualified, by reason of their long 
residence and business affiliations in Amarillo, to suprevise 
the type of local program which would be of benefit to 
listeners in the area. W. C. Irvin, loser in the tug-o’-war, 
was found to have funds ‘only slightly in excess of the 
amount required’ to construct and operate the proposed sta- 
tion, while Amarillo Corp. could give reasonable assurance 
of its ability to carry on for the first few months without 
commercial support. 
| Issue of power—wish Irvin requesting 250 watts days, 100 
watts nights, on 1500 ke, and the Amarillo Broadcasting out- 
fit asking same frequency with 100 watts day and night— 
| was an issue in the decision. Commish agreed, however, 
that: ‘It has not been shown in this case that public inter- 
| est, convenience and necessity will be better served by au- 
thorizing Irvin's proposed station merely because it will 
operate with power in excess of that requested by the 
| Amarillo Broadcasting Corporation, in view of the fact that 
the Amarillo Broadcasting Corporation is in other respects 
better qualified.’ 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Florida: WJAX, City of Jacksonville, Jacksonville, granted 
renewal of license for the period ending Sept. 1. 

Illinois: W9XTA, Schonert Radio Service, Harrisburg, 
| granted renewal of high frequency broadcast station license 
on a temporary basis only, and designated application for 

,% 








SESS SHOOCSE ey CoH HF SOSSCHSS SPSS SHOES SESESOSCEOFD 


F.C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


POOF FFFFFFESFEFFS FSS OH FEFESSHEFOSESEFOSSHOOOSH sa Ae tn tn 








renewal of 


submitted 
and has not 


for hearing, because applicant has not 
any tangible measurements pursuant to Rule 1051, 
indicated he will carry forward any research or 
exocerimental program that will contribute a reasonable 
amount of information to the art. - ° 


license 


Iowa: KGCA, Charles Walter Greenley, Decorah, granted 
license to use KWLC's (Decorah) transmitter in order to 
transmit programs upon the express condition that the grant 
shall not be construed as a finding upon the application of 
Mason ¢ Globe Gazette Co., Meensee of KGLO for con- 
str ym per nor upon the request of KGCA for renewal 
of licer n upon any of the issues involved therein, nor 
that the Commish has found that the operation of the sta- 

g or will be the public interest beyond the express 


-X EY. the Baltimore Radio Show, Inc., Balti- 

1l of high frequency experimental broad- 
April 1, on experimental 
change or cancellation by the 
W3XES, Monumental Radio 


Maryland: W 
i it l e for one year from 
ba onl and subject to 
*» notice; 


same as above 


| 





Communists Should Be 
Accorded Air Chance, 


_ Brockington Believes 


Montreal, March 14, 


;. Communist Party, as well as other 
political parties, will be granted per. 
mission to use the Canadian Broad. 
casting Corp. network free of charge 
prior to elections, if the suggestion 
of L. W. Brockington, chairman of 
| the Board of the CBC, is carried into 
leffect. Testifying before the Radio 
|Committee at Ottawa last week 
Brockington stated that Communists 
|had the same rights as other com- 
parable political groups and that 
Hyde Park, London, was one of the 
| finest institutions in the world. 





WN AC WAAB Yankee Network, Inc., : " 
:; ; reconsidered action in setting for hearing | When a member of the Radio Com- 
. : 1ewal of licenses and granted same; WEEI, | mittee mentioned the Padlock Law in 
Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc., Boston, denied special |the Province of Quebec, which is 
rary authority » operate with & kw nights, for a : ‘Acally ed t ¢ aa 
xl of 30 days, using directional antenna in order to over- | specifica ty aim a suppre Ssing 
come interference from Cuban station CMCY. {Communist propaganda of any kind, 
Mississippi: WFOR Forrest Broadcasting Co., Incec., Brockington reiterated his belief in 
granted day power boost from 100 to 250 watts. | . Ratha nies : 
Missouri: W9XER, Midland Broadcasting Co., Kansas City, | granting equal privileges to all po- 
granted renewal of high frequency broadcast station license | litical parties, 


rary ba 


| ) s only, and designated application for hear- 
ing because appli 


‘ants have not furnished sufficient research 


or experimental record, 

New Jersey: WAWZ, Pillar of Fire, Zarepath, granted use 
of present directional antenna system for daytime operation 
also 

New York: Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc., New York, 
granted exten of existing authority expiring March 15, to 
transmit programs to Canadian stations CFRB and CKAC, 


and to stations of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., by means 
of wire facilities furnished by A. T. & T.; National Broad- 
casting Co Inc New York, granted extension of existing 
authority expiring March 15, to deliver recorded programs 
to Canadian stations under control of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp WBEN, Inc., Buffalo, granted license for new 
facsimile station, provided applicant request withdrawal of 
special experimental authorization of facsimile transmission 


over applicant’s regular broadcast station; frequencies 31600, 
:8600 and 41000 ke on an experimental basis only, con- 
ditionally; 109 watts power; Columbia Broadcasting System, 


Inc., New York, granted authority to transmit programs to a 


foreign station, CMCK, Havana, from CBS in New York, and 
other points throughout the U. 8S. where licensee maintains 
studios; W2XJI, Bamberger Broadcasting Service, Inc., New 
York, WS8XH and WBEN, Inc., Buffalo, granted renewal of 


high frequency broadcast experimental license to April 1, 1940, 
on experimental basis only and subject to change or cancella- 
tion by Commish at any time; W2XL-W3XAL, NBC, New 
York, granted special temporary authority to transmit pro- 
grams consisting of Spanish News to be rebroadcast by 
Cuban Stations CMX and COCX, for a period not to exceed 
30 days; W6XL, RCA Communications, Inc., New York, 
granted extension of authority to operate special experimental 
Station on 31380 ke to June 7, subject to same conditions as 


in the present authorization; WCG-WQV-WLL, RCA Com- | New York World-Telegram 
munications, Inc., Rocky Point, N. Y., granted extension of | By Maxine Cook 

special temporary authority to communicate, using its regu- |§ - and the result has them at the 
larly assigned frequency with the Albanian radio station ZAA, |} Paramount billed as The Zephyrs 
for contact control purposes in connection with reception of More natural rhythm and swing 
addressed program material, to April 14, subject to condition |J ever came out of any instruments. 


that no interference is caused to regular point to point serv- 
ice for which the station is licensed, and may be cancelled 
by the Commish. 

Tennessee: WSM, Nashville, 
experimental authority to operate 
station from 12 midnight to 6 a.m., CST, to Aug. 

Washington: KBJT-KBJU, Northern Radio Co., 
granted operation of KBJT-KBJU (Selawik, Alaska) on 2474 
and 3092.2 ke, in addition to 2466 ke now authorized; also 
granted license for new station KIH, frequencies 2466, 2474, 


granted extension of special 


$092.5 ke with 50 watts The dancing stars in this all-sepian 
i ’ . . show are the Two Zephyrs, who re- 
Wisconsin: WLBL, Board of Regents, University of Wis- eived our “rave” when they ap- 
consin, Stevens Point, granted renewal of license to Sept. 1; rst at the State not so long ago. 
WIXJL. Head of the Lakes Broadcasting Co., Superior, | They offer again the dice game in 
granted renewal of high frequency broadcast station license slow motion and have added a new 
until April 1, 1940, on an experimental basis only, subject to |§ shuffle routine, inspired by a piece 


change or cancellation at any time. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alabama: WSGN, Birmingham, boost night power from 
100 to 250 watts, 
California: Don Lee Proadcasting System, San Francisco, 


new television station to be operated on 4200-56000 ke with 
1 kw, A3% and A4, emission; also special emission. 

Connecticut: WELI, City Broadcasting Corp., New Haven, 
change in frequency from 900 to 930 ke, change in hours of 
operation from days to unlimited, using 250 watts nights, 
500 watts days, move transmitter, install directional antenna 
for all-time use. 


Georgia: WRDW, Augusta, boost night power from 100 to 
250 watts. 
Massachusetts: North Shore Broadcasting Co., Salem, new 


station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts. 

Michigan; King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp., Detroit. ex-" 
tension of authority to transmit programs from WXYZ to 
stations of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 

Missouri: WHB, Kansas City, new high frequency relay 
broadcast (experimental) station on 26100 ke with 100 watts, 

New Jersey: W38XAD, RCA Manufacturing Co., Inc., 
Camden, modification of license to change frequences to 
$21000-327000 ke, in lieu of licensed frequencies; Neptune 
Broadcasting Corp., 
on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Washington: KFIO, Spokane, install new transmitter and 
antenna, change frequency from 1120 to 950 ke, increase 
power from 100 watts to 1 kw, change hours of operation 
from days to unlimited. 

West Virginia: WCHS, Charleston, make changes in trans- 
mitting equipment and boost power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Wisconsin: The (Milwaukee) Journal Co., Milwaukee, per- 
mit for reinstatement of high frequency broadcast experi- 
mental station W9XAZ on frequencies 31600, 35600, 38600 
and 41000 ke with 500 watts, A-3 emission; WEAU, Central 


ncaa Co., Eau Claire, increase day power from 1 to 
o cw, 
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mercial announcements interpolated 
in sponsored Canadian religious pro- 
| grams. ‘We wonder that business 
/men donot see how objectionable 
| this is; as likely to injure their trade 
| as to help it,’ he writes, 





vigorous 


as a facsimile broadcast | 


Seattle, | 


Atlantic City, new station to be operated | 


Reports are to the effect that 
| Brockington asked the Radio Com- 
|mittee for a ruling on the probicm 
‘of political and quasi-political broad- 
casting so that the CBC could have 
definite guidance in passing on ap- 
| plications from various organizations 
|for use of the network. 

Committee members were asked to 
| disregard political considerations and 
| party affiliations in order to arrive 
lat a satisfactory solution of the prob- 
lem. 
| In response to questioning on the 
lrefusal of the CBC to grant George 
| McCullagh, Toronto Publisher, use 
lof the national network, Brockington 
lsaid that rulings were clearly against 
| the broadcasting of personal opinion 
over the CBC and affiliated stations, 





Rion Bercovici is with the New 
| York office of Tom Fizdale, Inc. 











| In their spare time they have worked 


if up a slow motion dice game that is 
one of the best vaudeville routines 
I've seen in months. An ordinary 
piece of wrapping paper gave them 
a shuffling dance, and the result 
comes up to any entertainment ex- 
pectations, e 


Sunday Mirror By Edith Werner 


of wrapping paper. You don’t want 


to miss this! 


TWO ZEPHYRS 


NOW AVAILABLE 
Ma 


nagement 
JOE GLASER, Inc. 


RKO Bldg., Radio City, New York 
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| Talent from 


‘| International Broadcasting 


Company, Ltd. 
37, Portland Place, London, W.1. 
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By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99" pure 





TWICE DAILY 
LISTEN NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 


IN CBS - WABC— 2:15to 2:30P.M.EST 
ee COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLOG. NEW YORK CITY 


| casts, and particularly rapping com- 
| mercial plugs incorporated in religi- 
ous programs, Rey. Dr. W. M. 
Rochester, editor of the ‘Presbyte- 
rian Record,’ has challenged the Ca- 
|nadian Broadcasting Corp. to wipe 
| out ‘this hypocrisy that discredits all 
| concerned.’ Confining his attack to 
|this country’s ether activities only, 
he also charges that Sunday radio 
advertising, emanating from Cana- 
dian stations, is illegal and in con- 
| travention to the Federal govern- 
ment’s Lord’s Day Act. 

In an editorial in the current issue 
of the official publication of the Pres- 
|byterian Church in Canada, Dr. 
| Rochester centres hi: attack on com- 


protest ° 
| against advertising in Sunday broad- | CJRM, Regina, Squawks 


Saskatoon, Sask., March 14. 

Not waiting for April 1, when 

shifts are due, CFQC, 100w. here, 
| has already jumped to new 600-kc. 
wavelength from old 840-ke. CJRM, 
| Regina, due to go —pper brackets 
from 540 ke. is protesting to Ottawa 
and seeking better treatment. 

Its wavelength to be taken by 
| CBK, new 50,000-watter being built 
| at Watrous for Canadian Broadcast- 
ir.g Corp. 





Haberlin (Bud) Moriarty is the 
new publicity director and account 
|exec With Harry Elliott Advertising, 
| San Francisco, Formerly with Camp- 
| bell-Ewald. 


JOSEPH RINES 


and His Orchestra 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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~ Star-Times Replies to KSD Blast 





‘Pure Falsehoods, Half Truths and Misleading De-| 


ductions’ Charged Against Rival 





St. Louis, March 14. 
‘Pure falsehoods, half truths and 
misleading deductions’ were among 
the terms used in the reply filed last 


called petition for relief; in view of 
the fact that said statutory provision 
was intended to be limited to use by 
the Commission in matters which it 
initiated, and in view of the other 





week with the FCC by the St. Louis 
Star-Times Publishing Co., operator | 
of KXOK, against the petition for | 
general and special relief filed by 
the Pulitzer Publishing Co., pub- 
lisher of the Post-Dispatch, a rival | 
p.m. rag, operator of KSD. The re-| 
newal of the long standing feud be- | 
tween the two organizations started | 
when KXOK filed an application | 
with the FCC for changing its fre- 





quency to 5,000 day and 1,000 night} willing to provide the Commission | 
( any and all information on data that | 


on 630. 
petition, recommended to the FCC 
ihat it be permitted to swap time 
with KXOK whereby the 


would share its time with KFUO, a} 
operated by the| 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, instead | KXOK and KFRU have been and are | 


religious station, 
of KSD. For more than five years | 
KFUO and KSD have been trying | 
to be divorced from the air channel | 
wedlock and although KSD, in Janu- | 
ary, withdrew its appeal from the | 
United States Court of Appeals in 
Washington against the FCC’s denial 


of a full time application, KFUO’s | 


appeal is still pending. 


KXOK’s answer charges that ‘if 


KSD measures up to the high stand- | 


ard it attempts to support in the 
petition (which we specifically deny) 
and if Station KXOK is failing in 
serving the public as the petition 
represents (which we also specific- 
ally deny), petitioner ought to be 
willing to assume the burden of 
proving that an _ application § to 
modify its application, which it has 


not even filed, should be granted in- | 


stead of attempting to resort to the 


expedient of asking that the other | 


station licensee be required to ‘show 
cause’ why petitioner should not be 
given a different license or assign- 
ment. This should convince any 
fair-minded person that the petition 
is not filed in good faith but intends 
to harass KXOK and to delay the 
Comission in acting on the applica- 
tion now pending before the Com- 
mission in connection with Stations 
KXOK, KFRU and KGBF.’ 

In another part of its reply KXOK 
states: ‘In view of the fact that Sec- 
tion 303 (f) of the Commissions Act 
of 1934 was never 
used after the fashion attempted by 


the Pulitzer Publishing Co. in its so- ! 


Then KSD, in a counter-| 


intended to ad 


Feasons given in support of this Mo- 


the Star-Times Publishing Co. or 
KFRU, Inc., are called upon to or 
should be expected to make any an- 
swer whatsoever to 
contained and set 


out in said 


tion is improper and out of order for 


the reasons hereinbefore set out. The | 


Star-Times Publishing Co. and 
KFRU, Inc., are, however, perfectly 


it may desire with respect to the 
operation of said Station KXOK or 


latter | Station KFRU, and such information 


and data when so provided will defi- 
nitely show that both 
high standard of 
gram service to the listening public 
which fully measures up to their re- 
spective responsibilities and 
with all the requirements of law or 
requirements of the Commission’s 
rules and regulations.’ 

The KXOK reply cited an asser- 
tion by the Pulitzer Publishing Co. 
that the installation of part of the 


providing a pro- 


made by Fred Grimwood and not by 
James C. McNary and produces an 


the firm of McNary and Chambers, 
radio engineers, Washington, D. C., 


that the firm did the work, was paid | 


in excess of $4,000 and that payment 
in full was made on Dec. 2, 1938. 


ke., applied for 630 ke. on Jan. 17, 
| and on the same day KFRU, Colum- 


| while KGBF. Evansville, Ind., asked 
| for a change from 630 kc. to 1,250 ke. 
j} at present used by KSD. This 
the bomb that renewed the war. 


Shreveport Augments Music 
Shreveport, La., March 14. 
KWKH and KTBS have enlarged 
| their staff with a 
tra, bringing the musical staff to 28. 
| twenty-eight. 


Includes James Stee, baritone; 
Joan O'Neal, pianist and vocalist; 
Bob Mahoney, guitarist, and the 


Sunshine Boys, hillbilly sextet. 


tion and Reply, it is not believed that | 


the allegations | 
so- 
called petition, inasmuch as the peti- | 


Stations | 


meet | 


physical equipment of KXOK was| 


affidavit from McNary, a partner in| 


KXOK, operating full time on 1,250 | 


| bia, Mo., a sister station, applied for | 
|a change from 630 ke. to 1,370 kc.. | 


was | 


10-piece orches- | 


Diplomacy Fails 





Philadelphia, March 14. 

Philadelphia Club of Advertis- 
ing Women, at its banquet last 
week, failed to create all the 
spirit of brotherly love it ex- 
pected between the two stations 
here on which it sometimes airs 
shows, KYW and WFIL. 

Aiming to be impartial, the ad 
women booked the KYW house 
band for the banquet and then 
gave WFIL the privilege of air- 
ing the music. Somehow, no one 
was satisfied, particularly WFIL. 











| Michigan College Buys 


Michigan State College set up the 


nucleus of a proposed extensive 
radio script library last week with 
the buying of 3,000 scripts 
from Joe Koehler of Radio Events, 


N. Y. Greater part of the writings 
bought were ones already aired and 
were taken with the thought that 
better training in acting, production, 
| ete., could be assured with the use 
of established material. 

College owns and operates WKAR, 
East Lansing, Mich. Buying of the 
scripts, however, doesn’t obviate the 
paying of royalties if the scripts are 
used on the station. 


show 


WNLC on Full Sked 


New London, March 14. 

WNLC, Connecticut’s youngest ex- 
haler, started full time operation yes- 
terday (13) as Colonial-Mutual af- 
filiate. FCC okay came last week, 
and Edwin J. and Gerald 
brother execs of Thames Broadcast- 
ing Corp., decided to get going im- 
mediately. 

Station will day-and-night as 100- 
watter. 





WTAG ADDS GIRL SPIELER 
Worcester, March 14. 
WTAG added two announcers last 


six. Jane Woodhouse, only femme 
announcer on staff, made her debut 
yesterday (13) by introducing new 
local show called ‘The Radio Jour- 
nal. She comes from WORL, Bos- 
ton. 

Male addition is George Crowell, 
formerly of WMAS, Springfield. 





Peter Bradley Piomoted 
Chicago, March 14. 
Peter Bradley has been promoted 
to the post of chief announcer for 
the Gene Dyer stations, WSBC and 
WGES. 
Will also handle announcing du- 
| ties for the 5,000-watt WCBD. 





_ 





THE PL | 
© WKY takes pride in the manner in which it 
serves Oklahoma's largest radio audience with 
the real McCoy in make-believe . . . in its ability 
to build up one of the finest sound effects set-ups 
outside the network centers. 


‘WKY went to Hollywood for advice on its 
sound effects when the new studios were opened 
in 1936. Likewise it drew on the experience of 
the network experts. Keeping up with constant- 
ly increasing demands for sound realism in 
studio productions is a job that WKY’s own 
taff has done most admirably. 


But to WKY, its sound effects facilities are 
imply symbolic of the faculty this station has 





always possessed for delivering the real McCoy 
in serving the public interest, convenience and 


necessity of a million and a half people. 
Listeners in Oklahoma seldom twirl their dials 
any more. They are satished to stick to 900 


IN MAKE-BELIEVE 


saiocycles and enjoy WKY's star-studded pro- 
grams eighteen hours a day. Advertisers have 
conclusive proof of this when a WKY-produced 
show brings 80,000 requests for song sheets in 
a single month. 


WKY hlahoma City 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. + 


THE FARMER-STOCKMAN +* 
RADIO STATION ELZ DENVER (Athlieted Mancgement) 


THE DAILY OKLAHOMAN AND TIMES 


MISTLETOE EXPRESS SERVICE # STATION KVOR. COLORADO SPRINGS 


* REPRESENTED BY THE KATZ AGENCY. INC. 


McCullagh’s Organization Gets Okay 


Qualifications 





Mather & Crowther Set 
Arthur Askey and Revue 








A Mess of Manuscripts | 


Morey, | 


week, to bring the station’s total to | 


London, March 6. 
Arthur Askey, who rates as tops 
among Britain’s radio comics, is set 
ito do 
| from 


a half-hour program series 
Radio Luxembourg Sunday 
|matinee for Symingtons, maker of 
table delicacies, starting May 21. 
Askey has just closed a two-year run 
in the BBC Band Wagon. 
Symingtons’ stanza will include Al 
Bowlly, baritone; Marjorie Stedeford, 
ithe Southernaires and an orchestra 
|batoned by Harry Karr. All these, 
;including Askey’s stoege, Richard 
| Murdoch, were with him on the Band 
|Wagon. Karr hails from Vancouver 
| and his band is about 50% Canadian 
}in personnel. 
| Firm of Mather & Crowther will 
| produce the show. 


WAAW Path Clear 
Omaha, March 14. 


Reports here indicate that there 


| will be no objections filed with the | 


|FCC on the transfer of license of 
| WAAW from the Omaha Grain Ex- 
|change to the World Publishing Co., 
|publishers of the Omaha 
|Herald. Transfer was approved in 
late February. 

| Officials of WOW and KOIL, other 
;Omaha stations, indicate they will 
| say nothing. 


With Four Minor 


World- | 





Montreal, March 14. 


Leadership League organization 
launched by publisher George Mc- 
Cullagh after he was refused use of 
either the national or a private net- 
work for a series of personal broad- 
casts, has been granted permission by 
the CBC to broadcast over a network 





| of 17 private stations Wednesday 
| night (15). The CBC ban on Me- 
| Cullagh brought the Toronto pub- 
}lisher national prominence for a 


series of innocuous speeches. Mc- 
Cullagh affair also served to rouse 
| criticism of apparently inconsistent 
| policy of the CBC in granting use 
| of the network to certain speakers 
| while refusing similar privileges to 
others. 

| The McCullagh Leadership League 
| now has a branch in Montreal. The 
| broadcast permit granted by the CBC 
is subject to the following conditions: 
(a) That the society accepts re- 
| sponsibility for the broadcast, in- 
| demnifying the CBC against the pos- 
| sible consequences of libel or slan-~ 
der. 

| (b) That each broadcast is pref- 
few and concluded by an appro- 
| 

| 


| 





priate announcement making clear 
the nature and auspices of the 
broadcast and indicating that equiva- 
lent facilities are available to oppos- 
ing views on the same basis. 

(c) That there is no interference 
| with normal CBC programmed ar- 
| rangements. 
| (d) That the broadcast is of the 
| wording and spirit of our regulations 
and not in violation of the law. 








= 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 





ALL THINGS BEING EQUAL— 





OO: of a clear Northwestern sky, the other day, a 


juicy plum fell into our lap. We split it with a 
delighted agency and client. It all came about when the 
agency wanted to find out which of the two big Minneap- 
olis-St. Paul stations was dominant. The agency ordered 
a coincidental telephone survey Monday night, January 
Oh, when both stations broadcast “news” at the same 
time: 10:15 to 10:30 p.m. They found: 


a#41% OF ALL RADIOS WERE IN USE 
=» WCCO LED ITS NEAREST COMPETITOR 
by 4.7 to 1 in Minneapolis (home of WCCO), by 2 to 1 in 


St. Paul (where the competing station is located). The ® 
population of Minneapolis is 496,000; St. Paul is 286,000. 




















HERE’S THE WAY THEY STACKED UP: 
WCCO | StationB] Station C 
(news) (news) | (orchestra) 

MINNEAPOLIS 71% 15% 3% 

ST. PAUL 47% 23% 3% 

Ww udience Av 

(on Deca of uct ownensi:| 76% | 21% 3% 

three stations = 100%) 











sent on request. 





50,000 WATTS + CBS - 





Name of agency and details, including other studies made 
in Northwestern towns and rural communities with prac- 
tically the same percentage of sets tuned in and where the 


percentage listening to WCCO was even greater, will be 


WCCO 


MINNEAPOLIS-—ST. PAUL 
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. ; IVOR NOVELLO LOOKS BACK z, ‘TO THE PUBLIC DANGER’ 
ih John Buckmaster | Rival Mentioned With Mary Ellis, Dorothy Dickson, With Basil Radford, Hermione Bag. 
*The Swan Song’ Madame Clara Novello-Davies, FOLLOW-UP COMMENT deley, Norman Claridge, Joha 
12 Mins. Y. last Friday (10) Peter Scott, Anne Ziegler, Gordon Deverell, William Devlin 
STANDARD BRANDS WOR, N. ¥., last Friday (10) Little and Frank Bird. : Play 
Thurs., 8 p.m. during the Budge-Perry tennis Biographical sis heed 56 Mins. 
WEAF New York ; matches was obliged to switch 60 Mins. Jack Norworth cued his hobby, Sunday, 9:40 p. m. 


(J. Walter Thompson) 

The Morley voice and thespic abil-| 
ity are as impressive on the air as) 
on stage and screen. Star of the cur-| 
rent ‘Oscar Wilde’ on Broadway lent) 
the Rudy Vallee program (9) a dis | 
tinguished note, as well as probably | 
increasing his own stature with the | 
public at large. : 

Morley’s vehicle was Chekov’s! 
‘The Swan Song,’ a play about an 
a.k. actor who, having fallen asleep 
in the theatre, awakens terrified by 
the abject blackness of the place. 
He recalls and bemoans the past and 
his life as a clown. 

Though given able support by John 
Buckmaster, also from England, 
Morley carried the entire load and 
at times was almost delivering a 
soliloquy. In less capable hands it 
would have been a dangerous vehicle 
indeed for an ear audience, but he 
held it up by sheer mastery of dra-| 
matics. His voice portrays clearly,| 
whereas most actors couldn’t get this 
over unless their mugging and ges- 
tures were included. Scho. | 


ARTHUR ASKEY 
Patter Comedian 
9 Mins. 

Saturday, 8:50 p. m. 
BBC, London 
Generally 
radio comics 





rated the foremost 
in the U. K., Askey 
came into Saturday night variety 
bill for the first time. Playing lat- 
terly almost exclusively in Wednes- 
day ‘Band Wagon’ series, 
was dropped into ‘Music Hall’ as 


deputy for Will Fyffe, ill, and his} 


inclusion was a last-minute surprise 
for the listeners. 

Askey doesn’t do anything star- 
tlingly new—couple of goofy songs, 
lot of patter, a little piquancy and 
a dash of sheer nerve—but his tech- 
nique gives such convincing spon- 
taneity to well rehearsed material. 
and his act is always served with 
such unrestrained zest that he has 
the customers battling for him all 
the way. 

Contract with BBC expires next 
month, then Askey tours for Jack 
Hylton and will be filming for 
Gainsborough. It’s a cinch, too, that 
he’s heading ror the money in the 
commercial programs when free of 
his present BBC radio tie. 


*THE SMILE PARADE’ 

With Ransom Sherman, Paul Paige, 

Lillian Cornell, Vagabonds (4) 
Variety. 

30 Mins. 

SUNBRITE (Swift) 

Thursday, 4 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Stack-Goble) 

Ransom Sherman is a radio peren- 
nial out of Chicago, from where this 
variety show plugging the Sunbrite 
cleanser also emanates, Sherman is 
m.c. and chief comic, the former 
chore okay and the latter only fair 
because of material rather than de- 
livery. 

Sherman’s comedy in the second 
broadcast (9) under this sponsor was 
almost strictly for the edification of 
the studio audience. For the blind 
listeners it was chiefly so much talk. 
His exercising bit, for instance, car- 
ried absolutely no humor through 
the loud speaker and was overlong 
to boot. A pitchman bit, suggesting 
Clyde Hager, and the finale beating- 
the-fare train biz, were a little bet- 
ter, but still far short of what radio 
humor should convey. 

Program includes two okay vocal- 
ists, baritone Paul Paige and Lillian 
Cornell, plus a forte Negro quartet; 
The Vagabonds. They space Sher- 
man’s comedy and the four commer- 
cials. Latter include a box-top give- 
away, but a better offer to the house- 
wives would be better seas ~~ 

cho. 





‘JAMAICA INN’ 

With D. A. Clarke-Smith, Eileen 
Erskine, Carleton Hobbs, Phyllis 
Smale, Hedley Goodall. 

Melodrama 

60 Mins. 

Monday, 9 p. m. 

BBC, London 
Full-blooded meller from the pen 

of Daphne du Maurier is currently 

being filmed at Elstree with Charles 

Laughton on the top line, so if-noth- 

ing else this broadcast may stimulate 

sales of that one when it gets to the 
theatre customers. Yarn is vigor- 
ous and full-blooded, though con- 
densation to an hour necessarily 
means much of the most vivid action 
has been ruthlessly lopped off: nor 
can radio produce anything like the 
stirring spectacle the subject offers. 

Material is smuggling, wrecking 
and black-hearted villainv on the 

rugged Cornwall coast about 100 

years back, and there's a lonely inn 

on a deserted moor to make a suf- 
ficiently spooky setting. Atmosphere 
and tension were well approximated 
in the radio version, but narrative 
tended to peter out rather than 
build to the desired climax. Roman- 
tic end was also badly mutilated. 
Clarke-Smith revelled in the major 
role as the dyed-in-the-wool bad- 
man, rum-runner and murderer, and 
carried most of the piece, though 

Eileen Erskine was workmanlike and 

likeable as the “irl—a thoroughly 

conventional character. Peter Stuc- 
ley scrinted and Michael Goodwin 
produced, 


j 


funster | 


over to another program in the 
midst of the games. After re- 
gretting the necessity WOR did 
the unusual. Spieler announced: 
‘Listeners may follow the bal- 
ance of the match over WJZ.’ 








FOOTNOTES ON FAMOUS FEET 


| 15 Mins.-Local 


I. SABLE SHOE CO. 
Sundays, 4 p.m. 
KDKA, Pittsburgh 

Dramatizing high-lights in the 
lives of people who depend on their 
feet for a living is a neat bit of shoe- 
salesmanship. Sponsor’s also smart! 
in peddling the information that) 
medical advice is a good thing for} 
ailing tootsies, group of medicos hav- 
ing previously okayed the ethics of 
this idea. 

Bankroller isn’t so smart, however, | 
in consuming so much time during 
the brief quarter-hour for commer- | 
cials. In addition to lengthy open-|} 
ing and closing announcements, | 
there’s also a five-minute sketch mid- | 
way that points out humorously the! 
disadvantages of bad-fitting shoes, 


Friday, 8:15 p. m. 
BBC, London 

Program was a plug for Novello’s 
new Drury Lane show, ‘The Dancing 
Years,’ as well as a trailer for his 
' radio version of ‘Glamorous Nights,’ 
in which he and Mary Ellis repeat 
_their stage parts. It made a good 
| hour’s light entertainment. 
| They handle this reminiscent ma- 
terial pretty good at Broadcasting 
House, and so there was excellent 





| build-up to the story of a youthful 


singer from Wales who became by 
turns film star, matinee idol and 
playwright. Emcee Freddie Grise- 
wood, most pop of all BBC staff an- 
nouncers, gently kidded Novello 
along, incidents in his career being 
pointed by songs or excerpts from 
his shows, brief dramatizations of 
various highspots, recordings of Jack 
Buchanan and Edna Best from his 
plays, and high style warbling from 
Mary Ellis in a foretaste of the new 
show. 

Howard Thomas wrote a smooth 
show, and the singing of staff artistes 
Anne Ziegler and Gordon Little was 
bold and effective. Dorothy Dick- 


| and still another shorter one near.the | 8°" had bd 4 or —— 
| finish on the same order. Although | a scene rom enry » when sne 


'not direct plugs, the suggestion is| 
| there and no matter how much sugar | 
they’re still commercials. | 
it’s an effective little} 
On opener, George Mur- | 


Otherwise, 
| program. 
iphy and Eleanor Powell were the 
| subjects. First incident went into 
Murphy’s foot accident in a coal mine 
during his boyhood and _ then 
| switched to his initial film break, 
with Powell episode starting on 
beach at Atlantic City when Gus Ed- 
wards saw her first and winding up 
night of her Broadway debut. Latter 
was done as a tearjerker, bringing in 
death of her dancing teacher, and 
well done. 

Episodes are compactly and briskly 
written, and acted heads-up. Musi- 
cal backgrounds furnished by Bernie 
Armstrong at the organ, with Billy 
Hinds handling the spiels. Scripts 
are by Bill Beal, and all right. 
Would be still better if he could get 
more incidental stuff into them, and 
only way that would be possible in 
15 minutes would be for sponsor to 
let up a bit on the sales talks. 
They’re packing it too heavily. 

Cohen. 


| 
| 


Deems Taylor, speaking on the 
N. Y. Philharmonic program over 
CBS recently, defined the nature of 
[criticism as it applies to musical 


| and literary fields. Taylor’s remarks 
may well apply to all criticism. 
Radio reviewing, being new and 
rarely exercised, sets its own ‘stand- 
ards’ as it goes along. Said Taylor: 

‘To be a music critic on a maga- 
zine or a newspaper, the answer is, 
get a job on a magazine or a news- 
paper; any paper, any job. 

‘A music critic must have an ex- 
tensive technical background. He 
must not only know his medium 
but must also know what should be. 
This is a field of which the average 
would-be critic thinks never at all.’ 

Getting to the meat of his subject, 
Taylor pointed out that ‘the primary 
and indispensable qualification of a 
good critic of any of the arts is the 
possession of a critical mind... .Wil- 
liam James once divided human be- 
ings into two categories: the tender- 
minded and the tough-minded. The 
tender-minded is the person whose 
mind is dominated by his emotions, 
the person who believes something 
because he wants it to be true; the 
blind partisan, the person who em- 
braces an artistic or political faith 
and is, by that act, automatically 
rendered incapable of seeing any 
flaws in it. The tough-minded per- 
son, on the other hand, is the one 
whose mind ‘msists on functioning 
without regard to the wishes of its 
unfortunate possessor, the person 
who, upon being confronted with an 
irrefutable fact, is able to admit that 
fact, even though it runs contrary 
to his secret hopes and convictions. 

‘There is another qualification of 
,a real critic. A good critic has a 
;sense of proportion; which means, 
| first, that he doesn’t take himself 
| too seriously; he’s willing to admit 
that his own opinions are not nec- 
essarily the last word. It means, sec- 
ond, that he is merciful. He tempers 
| his verdict according to the preten- 
sions of the composer or the per- 
|former. He doesn’t blame a waltz 
for not being a symphony, and he 
| doesn’t abuse a_ street fiddler for 
} not being Mischa Elman.’ 

‘Criticism’ is not synonymous with 
fault-finding. A good critic is on 
the elert, not only for faults, but 
for merits. He must be capable, not 
only of disapproval, but of enthusi- 











played Katherine to Novello’s Henry 
at Drury Lane last fall, 





SOMERSET MAUGHAM 
With Rudy Vallee 

Talk 

5 Mins. 

STANDARD BRANDS 

Thursday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


Guest session of the noted English 
novelist boiled down to five minutes 
of philosophic crossfire with Rudy 
Vallee, emerging from a question put 
to Maugham about embryonic writ- 
ers. The air actually dripped with 
deep thinking, Vallee matching ob- 
servation for observation until it be- 
came difficult to differentiate be- 
tween the literati and the obligato. 

Maugham has a _ée sophisticated 
‘name’ and a nice speaking voice but 
his first radio appearance was only 
fair at best. He took five minutes 
to expound a theory which one short 
statement, ‘The ability to apply one’s 
seat to a chair,’ clarifies so much 
quicker about writing. Scho, 








Deems Taylor on Critics 





asm. He must be capable, not only 
of saying that something is worth- 
less, but that it is wonderful, if it 
is. That sounds so self-evident that 
it’s hardly worth saying. Neverthe- 
less, it’s one of the hardest parts of 
a critic’s job. 

‘In my own brief experience of 
five years at music criticism, I found 
that one of the easiest things to do 
was to dissect a bad performance 
or a bad piece of music. Because 
that requires little more than an ex- 
ercise of one’s analytical faculties. 
The difficult thing was to explain a 
great piece of music or a great per- 
formance. When you have to do 
that you have to communicate an 
emotion from yourself to a reader. 
And right here is where you must 
be not only an appraiser but a 
writer. 

‘And there is the last, and by no 
means the least, of the qualifications 
of an ideal music critic. He must be 
able to write. He must be able to 
recreate emotions through the power 
of words. He must be an enthusiast 
about music who can contrive to 
make his subject always interesting, 
regardless of what his topic of the 
moment may happen to be. If he is 
bored at a concert he must be able 
to make even his boredom interest- 
ing. Otherwise he will not be read: 
and a critic without readers is like 
a player without an audience. 

‘He must know how to structure a 
criticism, arranging his details so 
that the general impression of what 
he writes is the one he wanted to 
convey.’ 

Taylor makes an important point 
in reminding critics that it is often 
much better to over-concentrate 
criticism on the good points of the 
subject matter than the bad. ‘It is 
fatally easy, in criticism, to devote 
so much space to minor flaws that 
there is no room left for the major 
merits.’ 

‘A critical handicap is the neces- 
sity of listening to or reading a vast 
quantity of material. The one luxury 
that is forever denied to a critic is 
that of being able to hear music. 
He must listen with his mind, every 
second of every minute that he 
spends at a performance if he is to 
do his job well. He can’t just doze 
|or let his mind wander until some- 
thing interesting commands his at- 
tention. He must listen attentively 
to the bad as well as to the good.’ 








collecting the world’s smallest ob- 
jects, into the singing of his ‘Shine 
On, Harvest Moon,’ on Hobby Lobby. 
A tiny book, presented to the one- 
time musical comedy and vaudeville 
star, has printed within ‘Harvest 
Moon’ and Norworth’s other classic, 
‘Take Me Out to the Ball Game.’ 
Norworth sings ‘Harvest Moon’ with 
more pianissimo than the radio 
warblers, principally women, do it 
today. Noticeable because Hobby 
Lobby shot was the second on which 
he had given the number such treat- 


| ment—first was several months ago, 


on ‘We, the People,’ when marking 
the 25th anniversary of its introduc- 
tion by Nora Bayes, in Ziegfeld Fol- 





lies. Norworth’s Hobby Lobby ap- 
mearance was too. brief — handled 
himself well enough to rate a longer 
spot and one without the quick cut- 
off given him. 

Ed Boden, literary agent, and 
Charles B. Driscoll given a buildup 
as columnist successor to O. O. Mc- 
Intyre, also miked. Driscoll’s hobby, 
searching for hidden treasure, was 
aired sometime ago on Cal Tinney’s 
‘If I had a Chance.” Boden yarned 
about fad of collecting extraordinary 
but true coincidence-stories. 





Jimmy Jemail has been airing his 
street interviews for several years 
and for as many different sponsors. 
Currently (WOR, 7:15, Thurs.) doing 
his bit from the lobby of the Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y., where he puts 
on guest stars as well as persons 
from the street. Program (9) which 
brought in Glen Gray. bandleader, 
Dr. Frank Monohagn, Yale prof and 
director of research at the N. Y. 
World Fair, and Bob Lee, a profes- 
sional entertainer from the Wivel 
Restaurant, N. Y., was a nicely va- 
ried 15 mins. but the wealth of pro- 
fessional talent defeated the purpose 
of the program to some extent—that 
of garnering the opinion of the man 
in the street. Question Jemail offer- 
ed was what the status of the United 
States should be in the event of war 
in Europe. 

Put on several bystanders but not 
enough to get any sort of cross-sec- 
tion of ideas. Followed it with more 
of a show for the intended sidewalk 
interviewees by introducing Dr. 
Monohagn who gave a commercial 
spiel for the Fair, Glen Gray who 
told the inside story of his co-op or- 
chestra, revealing its trust fund 
should be close to $500,000 after al- 
most 10 years; and Bob Lee. Latter 
reversed the program’s English by 
accepting questions from the audi- 
ence, rhyming them perfectly and not 
forgetting a plug for No-Rub. He 
did, however, start off by rhyming 
an answer to Jemail’s war referen- 
dum question, 





‘Cavalcade of America’ show for 
DuPont Monday night (13) over 
CBS, offered dramatized excerpts 
from the life of Marie Dressler. It 
was an enthralling half hour, with 
steady pace, effective contrasts and 
moments of choking emotion. Took 
the beloved comedienne from the 
age of 14, at a rehearsal for a shoe- 
string show in Harrisburg, Pa., 
through the ups and downs of her 
career of stardom and privation on 
Broadway and in Hollywood. Wound 
up with the actress winning the 
Academy Award for her perform- 
ance in ‘Min and Bill,’ but failed to 
include the role that really brought 
her to her greatest success, that of 
the rum-soaked old water-front hag 
in ‘Anna Christie.’ 

In the ‘ugly duckling’ leading role, 
Agnes Moorehead, turned in a su- 
perb performance, steadily changing 
from a diffident, youthful-voiced 
tyro to the celebrated and assured, 
but huge-hearted old woman. And 
her voice sounded quite like Miss 
Dressler’s. Helen Lewis turned tie 
brief part of Norma Shearer into a 
stunning bit, while Elizabeth Rus- 
sell, Ed Jerome and Ray Collins also 
were effective. Ted Jewett’s narra- 
tion was acceptable and Homer 
Fickett’s direction was eloquent. It 
was a thoroughly adult show, but 
ene with wide appeal. 





Radio’s campaign of selling itself 
to the public was undertaken effec- 
tively last Sunday by R’ \’s ‘Magic 
Key’ program over NBC blue. With- 
out overplugging, but with undeni- 
able persuasiveness, Milton Cross 
delivered the first shot with a sim- 
ple statement of radio’s value as en- 
tertainment and as a public servant. 
Quoting David Sarnoff, he argued 


that commercial broadcasting, with | 


its sponsored programs, makes pos- 
sible the freedom of the air by bring- 
ing free to every listener the best 
shows that industrial concerns can 
offer. 

Alexander Woollcott, guesting on 
the stanza, offered the second plug, 
a tribute to radio as a means of rela- 
tives and loved ones, in distant 
places, achieving a communion of 
thought by listening to the same pro- 
gram, 





Malcolm Dewees, one-time Pacific 
Coast manager of Kelly, Nason & 
Roosevelt, joined the staff of Fletcher 


Udall & Associates, San Francisco. | 





Ditto Don Dawson, formerly with | 


Botsford, Constantine & Gardner. 


BBC, London 

Patrick Hamilton, himself former 
victim of a near-fatal car smash, 
made this a searing indictment of 
the road cad, and simultaneously 
produced a gripping radio drama in 
which the writing, atmosphere and 
suspense built to a grim climax and 
a searching moral for those hogs at 
the wheel who flagrantly abuse 
their rights on the highway. A seri. 
ous contribution to the mike, it 
would adapt excellently for the 
American webs to fit into the pro- 
gram spots where they go for 
| straight drama. — 
| Norman Claridge and Hermione 
| Baddeley, a couple of small town 
hicks, in a roadside tavern get into 
with Basil Radford and 
John Deverell, a couple of drunks 
whose flash car is parked outside, 
After severely punishing John Bar- 
leycorn, the whole party go out for 
a joyride, Radford at the wheel 
being a reckless speed demon. In 
a country lane they hit a man on 3 
bicycle, but Radford refuses to stop, 
although Claridge demands they go 
back; the girl takes Radford’s side. 
Claridge almost frantically pleads 








| company 


| for them to do the honest thing, but 


only after a piece of desperate trick- 
ery does he get out of the auto and 
dash into the night to telephone the 
police. Radford, with the girl and 
Deverell, who has passed out, goes 
gaily on, until later, thinking the car 
is being followed, he crowds on 
reckless speed and scares the girl, 
who, attempting to get at the con- 
trols, forces Radford to swerve, the 
car goes head-on at a tree, and all 
three are killed. 

In an epilog, the coronor, who has 
been holding an inquest on all three, 
points the moral, and discloses the 
ironic fact that the car had not hit 
a man, but only a bicycle parked at 
the side of the road with a sack bal- 
anced on the saddle. 

Basil Radford was powerful as the 
caddish driver, and Hermione Bad- 
deley vivid as the cheap little fac- 
tory worker; Norman Claridge, as 
her boy friend, was, however, even 
better, and he in fact had the force 
of the author’s lines to carry. Wil- 
liam Devlin spoke in smooth, digni- 
fied tones as the coroner. 

Val Gielgud made a brilliant job 
of the production, his atmosphere, 
first in the inn and later in the car 
dashing at breakneck speed along 
narrow country roads, being real. 
He got a depth of sincerity out of all 
his cast, and handled the lines and 
situations in masterly style.. But the 
play was Patrick Hamilton’s, who 
caught his characters and put them 
under a pitiless magnifying glass. 
Story moved inexorably on to its 
only ending, with the car stacked 
against a tree, the grim silence 
broken only by the car’s radio on 
which a piano is tinkling out a Bee- 
thoven sonata. 





‘YOUR HEALTH’ 

» Educational 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 2 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


Your Health is an American Medi- 
eal Association-NBC Chicago pro- 
gram aimed primarily for school- 
room reception. It is educational, a 
fact which neither the format, dia- 
log, nor production do too much to 
sugar coat. Program is a combina- 
tion, not always smooth and com- 
pact—of narration, dramatization, 
summation (the latter by Dr. W. W. 
Bauer), Many of the health mes- 
sages would hold closer attention, 
via loudspeaker, if confined to lesser 
time. This would mean fewer epi- 
sodes and less direct instruction, 
but the streamlined version would 
be better radio. Showmanship is 
and can be a factor of increasing 
importance in educational broadcast- 
ing. Fact ‘Your Health’ has pro- 
duced results does not mean im- 
provement is unnecessary. 

_Would be interesting to note what 
big time, commercial-standard script- 
ing and production could do with a 
program of this kind. Jaco. 





DALE BAXTER 
‘It’s Up to Yow’ 
Quiz 

30 Mins. 
Sustaining 





| who | tabs point scores and 
| they’re arrived at in a section sucn 





Saturday, 3 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


Novel widening of the quiz for- 
mula. Provides an opportunity for 
contestants to exercise histrivnic 
ability as well as memory. Should, 
when settled down, prove pleasant 
afternoon _ listening. There are 
points that will bear fixing such 23 
how 


as the opening bit wherein con- 
testants were asked to recite, ‘Mary 
Had a Little Lamb,’ as their favorite 
Star personality would do it. Lis- 
teners would no doubt like to know 
how the points are scored, inasmuch 
as it’s based (on this airing anyhow’ 
On various methods of doing the 
same thing, thereby eliminating com- 


(Continued on page 47) 
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‘SOUL MORTGAGES’ RAPPED 


MUSIC—_DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY 89 











London Sees BBC 10:45 German Talks | ANS OKAY BIT 


London, March 7. | 


Music publishers are hollering in 
the wilderness that the British 
Broadcasting Corp. is putting the final 
nail in their coffin by switching off 
band music sessions at 10:45 p.m. to 
broadcast government propaganda in 
the German language. Interruption 
is supposedly for five to ten minutes, 
but sometimes lasts nearer 20 min- 
utes, and exhaustive checking has 
proved that listeners don’t return to 
the music program after this ear 
bombardment. 

The other headache—special or- 
ehestration fees to band leaders— 
may be lessened soon. Music pub- 
lishers have noticed that Chappells 
were getting big breaks on the ether, 
but that was due to this publishing 
eompany having promised the BBC 
early last year they would definitely 
ignore the ‘special orchestration’ 
ramp if the BBC saw they were not 
@iscriminated against. Now all the 
other publishers have asked support 
from the BBC, which has been prom- 
fseqd them. So everything looks 
hotsy-totsy for the publishers till 
they begin to cheat on each other. 


Shipping Bureau May 
Be Warner Subsid; 


As Hurtful to Radio Song Sales 





Paris Is Lovely, Too 


Philadelphia, March 14. 
Bick Reichner and Clay Boland 
recently completed ‘How I’d Like 
to Be With You in Bermuda.’ 
Last Saturday (11) they left 
for Bermuda—guests of the 
Island on an all-expense tour ar- 
ranged by Jack Carson of N. W. 
Ayer agency, who handles the 
publicity account. 











Renewal Damages Sought 
After 27 Years on 1911 
Hit, ‘My Melanchely Baby’ 


Application for a bill of particu- 
lars from Maybelle Watson Bergman 
was granted the Joe Morris Music 
Co. and Ernie Burnett by Judge Vin- 
cent L. Leibell in the N.Y. federal 
court last week. Move was in con- 
nection with Mrs. Bergman’s claim 





to the renewal rights to ‘My Melan- | 


choly Baby.’ 

Mrs. Bergman is suing for $10,000 
damages on the grounJ that she co- 
authored the song ‘Melancholy’ with 
Burnett in 1911 and that the latter 


OWNERSHIP NOT 
| 

| Joseph N. Weber Reiterates 
| and Amplifies A.F.M. At- 
| titude on Splitting Up 
Earnings of Orchestras on 
Basis of Corporate Control 





WANTS ’EM ‘FREE’ 








| 

| Joseph N. Weber, American Fed- 
|eration of Musicians prez, last week 
'reminded the membership in a cir- 
|cular letter that they must not allow 
employers to participate in future 
| earnings or commissions, Warning is 
| directed at those bands who in re- 
| turn-for subsidies from hotel or ball- 
|room operators have agreed to cut 
the latter in on their net earnings 
|over a period of a year or more. 
AFM also objects to name band lead- 
ers subsidizing other bands under 
similar arrangements. 


Weber takes the position that any 
|financial arrangement between a 
band leader and his financial source 
should be strictly on a loan basis 
and that even personal reps must 
abide by this method. The AFM 








[Rumor Persists, CBS Denies Intention 
To Buy Music Biz; NBC Retired in 1932 


Waltz Due Back? 





Rumor persists that the Columbia 
Broadcasting System’s next acquisi- 
tion will be the music publishing 
business. The report has it that CBS 
is giving serious thought to round- 
ing out its broadcasting, concert, 
transcription, and phonograph record 
holdings by acquiring a few import- 
ant music catalogs. Such acquisiiion 
would make CBS eligible to mem- 
bership in the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
and if the catalogs are important 
enough, acceptable to representation 
on ASCAP’s board of directors. CBS 
officials have repeatedly denied that 
the organization harbors any cov- 
etous intentions in the direction of 
the music business but the music in- 
dustry continues to believe other- 
wise, 

The report has aroused much spec- 
| ulation in the publishing trade as to 
what after effects the entry of Co- 
lumbia could have. One of the two 
top users of music would be placed 


: ' 
Committee Seiected To 
top users of music would be 
Judge Essays on Why [network able to give its paride Rms 
. | first oi rh j Ss " 
Copyright Law Is QK craming or recording. “Another print 


| of speculaion is what would be NBC’s 


; : reaction to such a situation; whether 
Committee of patent and copyright | Jae: 
Pp pyTign" | the latter network would again re- 


authorities has been selected to judge | turn to the publishing business from 
the best of the 40 prize-winning es- | which it retired seven years ago on its 





Jack Mills, head of Mills Mu- 
sic, Inc., believes that the waltz 
is due for another major come- 
back. He’s going through his 
catalog digging up compositions 
of that classification which might 
be revived into hit propositions. 

Mills bases his expectations on 
three signposts: (1) the goodly 
percentage of waltzes now in- 
cluded in broadcast band pro- 
grams, (2) the rise of waltzes 
among sheet music as attested by 
‘Umbrella Man’ ‘Little Sir Echo’ 
and ‘I Promise You’ and (3) re- 
ports from hotel orchestra lead- 
ers about the large number of 
requests they have been receiv- 
ing of late from patrons. 
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sold the publishing rights to Morris | head doesn’t care how the payoff is | Says submitted in the first annual) own (Radio Music Co.) or by subile 








Latter Set 250 Stores 


Indications are that the Music 
Publishers Protective Association 
will solve its problem of finding a 
eentral shipping bureau for syndi- 
cate stores by assigning this func- 
tion to Music Sales Corp., a Warner 
Bros. subsidiary. Latter would also 
gervice the American News Co., 
which is experimenting with station- 
ery and drug stores as outlets for 
sheet music. 

Music Sales Corp. last week ob- 
tained the music counter privileges 
fn 250 J. J. Newberry ‘chain) stores. 
It is understood that MSC will make 
available a specially devised music 
display rack to the stores handled by 
the American News Co. 


BARRY WOOD SEMI-SET 
WITH DANCE COMBO 


Barry Wood, CBS sustaining bari- 
tone, has formed a 13-piece band 
of his own to back him on his 
Brunswick recordings and play oc- 
easional one-night dates around New 
York. Singer eventually hopes to 
build a radio variety hour, which is 
one of the reasons for the set crew. 
He had been cutting for Brunswick 
with pickup outfits. Wood formerly 
played sax with Vincent Lopez, Abe 
Lyman, Buddy Rogers, and others. 

CBS re-signed him to another 
year’s options as a singer last Fri- 
day (10). 


SEEKS INJUNCTION 


Would Step Vogel From Re-Issuing 
‘Old Mill Stream’ 




















Forster Music Publisher, Inc., on 
Monday (13) filed a federal court suit 
against Jerry Vogel Music Co., Inc., 
and Earl K. Smith, seeking an in- 
junction to restrain them from pub- 
lishing the song, ‘Down By the Old 
Mill Stream.’ 

The plaintiff claims to have se- 
cured the rights to the song from 
the late Tell Taylor in 1921. They 
assert that the defendant, Ear] Smith, 
Claims to be co-author with Taylor 
of the words and music and that he 
has sold the renewal rights to the 
Vogel Music Co., which is about to 
publish it. They seek a decree es- 
tablishing their ownership and an 
injunction to prevent the defendants 
from publishing it. 





Zinn Arthur will replace the Ted 
Eddy crew as house band at the 
Rivera, Brooklyn vaudfilm spot. 
Crew comes in in two weeks, follow- 
Ing Milt Britton band, which opens 
a date there Friday (17). 





without her consent. She filed her 
action after she had made a deal 
with Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. for 
her end of the tune’s renewal rights. 

Her name has not appeared on the 
title sheet of ‘My Melancholy Baby’ 
for the past 25 years. The ‘Melan- 
choly’ lyrics which became popular 
were those written later by the late 
George A. Norton. Norton assigned 
his rights in perpetuity to the late 
Theron C. Bennett, publisher, for a 
cash consideration and when Morris 
acquired the song from Bennett 10 


| years later the former made a simi- 


lar deal with Burnett. In later years 
Burnett reinforced the pact by mak- 
ing a special assignment of the re- 
newal rights. 

Morris claims that Mrs. Bergman, 
formerly Burnett’s wife, had noth- 
ing to do with the manuscript as 
published and questions her lawful 
right to seek damages after a pas- 
sage of 27 years. 





Music Notes 





Yip Harburg and Harold Arlen 
cleffed two songs for Metro’s ‘Babes 
in Arms,’ ‘God’s Country’ and ‘Let’s 
Take a Walk Around.’ 





Universal bought ‘The End of the 
Road,’ by Vivian Ellis, to be sung 
by Deanna Durbin in ‘After School 
Days.’ 





Simon Van Lier, general manager 
of Keith Prowse & Co.’s music in- 
terests, will visit Toronto this week 
and make a trip to Chicago before 
returning to New York. Figures on 
getting back to London in two weeks. 





Mills Music, Inc., has acquired the 
American rights to ‘There’s a Moon 
in the Mountain’ and ‘My Little Rose’ 
from Cinephonic Music, Ltd., Lon- 
don publishers. 


Stool to Chi 


Chicago, March 14. 


Joie Stool, of Harms Music Corp., 
heretofore stationed on the Coast, 








has returned here to head the Harms | 


local organization. 
Transfer from Coast was made for 
family reasons. 





Bob Crosby’s ‘Concert’ 


Chicago, March 14. 
Bob Crosby orchestra will do a 
publicity stunt concert at Orchestra 


| Hall here within the next few weeks. 


First time for Orchestra Hall to 
house swing. 


| made so long as it is not based on a 
| percentage of the band leader's fu- 
| ture earnings. 
| discoumnaans the 
|newly organized bands. 





Robt. Katscher 
Ist Refugee To 
Make ASCAP 


Dr. Robert Katscher makes the first 
refugee from Nazi Germany or Aus- 
tria to be elected a member of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. Dr. 
Katscher, who composed the score 
of ‘Wonder Bar’ and such numbers 
as ‘When Day Is Done’ and ‘You'll 
Never Know,’ established himself in 
this country eight months ago. He 
meanwhile obtained a release of 
membership in the Austrian per- 
forming society, AKM, which was 
liquidated by the Nazis when they 
took over Austria, 

Through his counsel, Sol A. Rosen- 
\blatt, Dr. Katscher a couple months 
lago sequestered about $1,800 which 
| the AKM had in a New York bank. 
The lien was treated as a part pay- 
ment on royalties due him from the 
Austrian society. 











The federation is also 
incorporation of | thors and Publishers. 


Nathan Burkan Memorial Competi- 
tion which had been set up by the 
| American Society of Composers, Au- 
These awards 
are made to the student in each law 
school graduating class, who, accord- 
ing to the dean, has written the out- 


policy of enacting such legislature. 





| the copyright committee of the 
| American Bar Association, Stephen 
P. Ladas, author on copyright law, 
| Edward S. Rogers, lecturer on copy- 
right at Michigan University, Dr. 
Louis Charles Smith, of the Wash- 
ington copyright office, and Dean 
Emeritus John H. Wigmore of North- 
western University School of Law. 


‘BARBERSHOP CHORD’ 
IN PUBLISHER TIFF 


Three music publishing firms are 
feuding over the copyright renewal 
rights to ‘Play That Barbershop 
Chord,’ with the result that the li- 
censing bureau of the Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Association is put- 
ting all mechanical fees derived from 
the tune in escrow until the issue has 
been adjudicated. Trio, each claim- 
ing a piece of the composition, are 








Co. and the Manus Music Co. 

The composition still has a high 
standard value and is frequently 
used for synchronization purposes. 











Mechanical rights division of the 
'Music Publishers Protective Asso- 


ciation has arranged to make an audit 
|of the books of all phonograph com- | 


| panies every other quarter, A firm 
of accountants has already been re- 
| tained for the job. 

Recent audits have disclosed seri- 
ous discrepancies between company 
records and actual royalty payments 
in one of the phonograph disc films. 
Instead of demanding refunds, most 
of the pubs involved elected to make 
special song-usage deals with the 
company. It has been agreed by the 
pubs that from now on the MPPA 
will be free to collect on these dis- 
| crepancies. 





Publishers Auditing Books of Dise 
Companies to Stop ‘Discrepancies 





| Urge Anthem’s Use 





Philadelphia, March 14. 

Philly Musicians’ Local last Thurs- 
day passed a resolution asking the 
_A. F. of M. to recommend that in 
| the future all Musical Sessions open 
‘and close with the ‘Star Spangled 
| Banner.’ Resolution, suggested by A. 
Rex Riccardi, secretary, was sent to 
the international exec board. 
| Resolution was passed the previ- 
|ous week recommending that the 
A. F. of M. not allow musicians to 
| work in the Daughters of American 
| Revolution hall in Washington, D. C., 
| because of the group’s refusal to 
|allow Marian Anderson, Negro con- 
| tralto, to sing there. 


E. B. Marks, Shapiro, Bernstein & | 


Members of the finalist committee | 50 partnership basis. 
are Edward G. Sargoy, chairman of | never got to talking details. 


} 
| 





| 
| 





| 


| but effective procedure see to it that 
|the competitior’s musical works 
| didn’t get themselves too solidly rep- 
resented on NBC programs. 
William S. Paley was faced with 
an opportunity to get into the music 
| publishing business in 1936 after 
| Warner Bros. had pulled out of 


| standing paper on copyright law, the |ASCAP. Harry M. Warner offered 
necessity for it and the wise public} to sell all his catalogs outright to 


'CBS or bring in the network on a 50- 
The two camps 








| 
Tra Arnstein Will Be 


Through with Judge 
In Another Week 


Ira A. Arnstein has advised Fed- 





| eral Judge Edward A. Conver that 


he will wind up his side of the c-n- 
spiracy and infringement case against 
manifold publishers, persons and or- 
ganizations in the music industry 
this week. Arnstein estimates his 
damages at $2,000,000 and wants a 
decree forcing the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers to admit him to membership. 


The court continues to give Arn- 
stein wide latitude in the prescnta- 
tion of his case. At one point of 
the trial last week he accused the 
battery of defendants’ lawyers of 
bribing a couple of violin players 
that he had retained for demonstra- 
tion purposes before the bar to s.ay 
away. Judge Conger asked Arrisicin 
to point out the miscreant lawyers 
but Arnstein refused to be pinned 
down. Arnstein called Sicmund 
Spaeth, who is appearing as an ex- 
pert for the defense, a ‘shoemaker’ 
and ordered him to leave the court- 
room. 


So far Arnstein has presented 10 
published songs which he clsims 
were lifted from manuscripts of his. 
The judge is reserving decision on 
all applications to dismiss for failure 
to conform with the rules of court 
procedure, copyright laws, etc. 


MERCHANDIZING MAN 
JOINS AMERICAN CO. 


Ralph F. Linder, former grocery 
and hardware trade paper man, has 





| been made sales promotion and ad- 





vertising manager of the American 
Record Co. It’s his first connection 
with the amusement field. 


He comes from the trade division 
of the Butterick Co. having been 
managing editor of Good Hardware 
and managing editor and promotion 
manager of The Progressive Grocer, 














VARIETY 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, March 15, 1939 














BANDS and ORCHESTRAS | 


| 
| 





out charge. 


a minimum. 
Key to abbreviations: 


1270 Sixth Ave. N. Y. C. 


Week of March 17 


Permanent address of bands and orchestras are published with- f 
While every effort is made to insure accuracy in this 
department cooperation in notifying errors will reduce mistakes to 


B—balliroom, C—cafe, CC—country club, 
H—Hotel, N—Night Club, R—restaurant, T—Theatre. 

Booking Agencies: ARA, Associated Radio Artists, 1650 B’way, 
N. Y. C.; CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists, 1250 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.; 
FB, Frederick Bros., 1270 Sixth Ave., N. Y. C.; MCA, Music Corp. 
of ‘America, 745 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C.; 





















A | 

Aaronson, Irving. c/o WHN, NYC. 

Agnew, Charlie, Michigan T., Ann Arbor, | 
Mich. 

Alberto, Don, Ei Chico N., NYC. | 

Alpert, Mickey, Bradford H., Boston. 

Ambassadors, Royale, Congress H., Chi. 

Andrews, Gerdon, Club 18 N., NYC 

Armstrong, Louis, Proctor’s T., Schenec- 
tady, » # 

Ash, Paul, Roxy T.. NYC. 

Arnheim, Gus, R-O'K. Hollywood. 

B 

Bailey, Bert, Plantation Club, Milwaukee. 

Barnet, Charley, Famous Door, NYC. 

Barnett, Jimmy, c/o FB. 

Bardo, Bill, blackhawk H., Davenport, Ia. 

Basie, Count, c/o MCA. 

Bauer, Tony, Scaler’s N., Milwaukee. 

ae Charles, St. Regis H., NYC. 

Becker, Howard, Rainbow B., Denver. 


Berger’ Maxi imilian, Versailies N., NYC 

Biltmore Beys, Carleton H., Wash.. D. C. | 

Blake Lou,  Atlanta-Biltmore mse Sei” 
lanta, Ga. 


Philadelphia. 
H’ wood. 
Chi. 


Blanco, Pedro, Embassy C. 
Bleyer, Archie, Earl Carroll's R., 
Bolognini, Ennio, L’Aiglon R., 
Bragale, Vincent, Ambassador H., NYC. 
Brandwynne, Nat, Essex House H., NYC. 
Brigode, Ace, Merry Garden B., Chi. 

Buck, Verne, Oriental T., Chi. 


Burkarth, Johnny, Plantation Club, Indi- 
anapolis. 
Burton, Paul, Southern Tavern, Cleveland. 


Busse, Henry, H. New Yorker, NYC. 


Cc 
Calloway, Cab, Apollo T., NYC. 


Camden, Eddie, Southern Mansions, . 

Candullo, Joe, Versailles Club, Holly- 
wood, Fla. 

Carter, Benny, R-O’K, NYC, 


Cerwin, George, Club Sahara, Milwaukee 
Cherniavsky. Josef, WLW, Cincinnati, 
Clark, Buddy, Armando’s R., NYC. 

Clinton, Larry, c/o R-O’K. 
Collins, Bernie, Ansley H., 
Cornwall, Joe, Newhouse H., 

City. 
Courtney, Del, 


Atlanta, Ga. 
Salt Lake 


New Kenmore H., Albany, 


Cromwell, Chauncey, Paxton H., Lincoln, 
Neb 

Crosby, Bob, 
Cummins, Bernie, 


Blackhawk R., Chi. 
Wm. Penn 5., 


D 


Pitts. 


Darisse, Gilbert, Chateau-Frontenac H., 
Quebec. 

Davis, Eddie, Larue R., NYC. 

D'Andrea, Joseph. Pepper Pot N.. NYC, 

Davis, Johnny, Miami Club, Milwaukee. 

De Lange, Eddie, c/o William Morris. 

Denny, Jack, c/o Wm. Morris. 


Stanley T., Pittsburgh. 
Palmer H., Chi. 


Donahue, Al, 
Dooley, Phil, 


Dorsey, Jimmy, State T., Hartford. 
Duchin, Eddy, Lyric T., Indianapolis, 
Duke, Jules, Tutwiler H., Birmingham, 
E 
Ellis, Joe, Queen Mary R., NYC. 
Ennis, Skinnay, Victor’ Hugo's R., 
H’ wood, 
Ernie, Val, Whitehall N., Paim Beach, 
Fla. 
F 
Featherstone, Spike, La Conga C., Holly- 
wood. 
Feldstein, Joey, Tic Top Tap N., Mil- 
waukee, 


Feiton, Happy, Riverside T., Milwaukee. 

Frasetio, Joe, Jack Lynch’s Walton Roof, 
Philadelphia. 

Fidler, Lou, Colony Club, Chi 

Fields, Shep, c/o MCA. 

Fisher, Freddie, Lookout House, Coving- 
ton, Ky. 

Fisher, Mark, Royale Frolics C, wee 


Fomeen, Basil, St. Moritz H., 

_ Chuck, Topsy's N., Southgate, 
alif. 

Frederic, Marvin, Atlanta-Biltmore H., 
Atlanta, 

Frederics, Jan, Boulevard Tavern, Elm- 
hurst, N.Y 

Funk, Larry, Frontenac Club, Detroit. 











The Irresistible Hit 


HEAVY, HEAVY HANGS 
OVER MY HEART’ 


AND 
A “Different” Novelty 


‘BENNIE, THE BUMBLE- 
BEE, FEELS BUM’ 


On Bluebird Record B7948 


VANGUARD SONGS 


6411 Hollywood Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
AND 
1776 Broadway 
NEW YORK, N, ¥. 





R-O’K, Rockwell-O’Keefe, 
' 
G 

Gagen, Frank, Adelphia H., Phila 
Gasparre, Dick. Ambassador H NYC, 
Gay, Leonard, Congo Club, Milwaukee. 
Gendron, iienri, Colosimo’s N., Chicago. 
Gill, Emerson, c/o CRA. 
Gillen, Frank, Northwood Inn, Detroit. 
Gillette, Jack, c/o CRA. 
Golden, Neil, Stuyvesant H., Buffalo. 
Golly, Cecil, Biltmore H., Dayton. 
Goodman, Benny, Earle T., Wash. 
Gordon, Gray, Edison H., NYC. 
Grant, Bob, Book-Cadillac H., Det. 
Gray, Glen, Waldorf-Astoria H., NYC. 


Gray, Marty, Oasis N., Milwaukee. 
Gray, Ted, Gatineau CC., Ottawa, Ont. 
Grenet, Eliseo, El Chico, NYC. 


Chateau Club, Milwaukee. 


Gumin, Joe, 
| 

H 

Haas, Alexander, 254 W. 75th St., NYC. | 
Hall, Geo, State _ NYC, | 
_Hall, Sleepy, Show Bar, Forest Hills, 


¥¢ 


“He amilton, Bob, Majestic B., Long Beach, | 
Calif. 
Hardy, Bob, Flamingo N., Boston. 
Haring, Bob, c/o R-O'K. | 
Harper, Nic, Wisconsin Roof B., Mil-| 
waukee. | 


Harris, Phil, Wilshire Bowl, 
Hart, Little Joe, Club Greyhound, 
sonvilite, Ind. 

Hawkins, Erskine, Savoy B.. NYC. 
Henderson, Fletcher, Grand Terrace, Chi. 
Henry, Chuck, Paris Inn, L.A. 
Heidt, Horace, Biltmore H., NYC. 
Herbeck, Ray, Aragon B., Cleve, 
Hill, Tiny, Melody Mill B., Chi. 
Himber, Richard, H. Essex House, 
Hohengarten, Carl, CBS, Chi. 

Hoist, Ernie, El Morocco N., NYC. 
Hopkins, Len, Chateau-Laurier H., 


tawa, Ont. 
Houck, Curt, Park Central H., NYC. 
Hudson, Dean, c/o Gus Edwards, 
Nat’l Bank Bldg., Chi. 
Chi. 


Hutton, Ina Ray, Rose Bowl, 


J 
wage. Howard, Wm. Morris 
yc 

~ Jac -obson, Stan, Club Madrid, Milwaukee. 
Jatins, Al, Providence- Biltmore H., Prov. 
James, Harry, H. Pennsylvania, NYC. 

Jay, Vallie, Wirth’s Futuristic B., Mil- 
waukee. 

Jurgens. 


Los Angeles 
Jeffer- | 


NYC. 


First 


Agency, 


Dick, Aragon B., Chicago. 
K 


Kain, Paul, Wardman Park H., Wash., 
aC, 

Kavelin, Al, Nixon C., Pitts. 

Kaye, Sammy. Commodore H., NYC, 
Kemp, Hal, Fox T., Philadelphia. 
Kendis, Sonny, Stork Club, NYC. 
Kenney, Mart, Vancouver H., Vancouver, 
, 

Kent, Larry, Rainbow Rendezvous, Salt 
Lake City. 

Kent, Peter, Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Kerr, Jimmy, Jerry’s Mandalay N., Hol- 
ly wood. 

King, Lila, Esquire Club, Miami. 

King, Teddy, c/o ROK, 

King, Wayne, Drake H., Chi. 

King's Jesters, Claridge H., Memphis, 
Kinney, Ray, Lexington H., NYC. 


Kirk, Andy, "Southland Club, Boston, 
Kogen, Harry, NBC, Chi. 
Krupa, Gene, Sherman H., Chi, 
Kuhn, Dick, Astor H., NYC 
Kvale, Al, State-Lake ?.. Chi. 

L 


Lally, Howard, Five o’Clock Club, Miami. 
Lang, Sid, Hi-Hat Club, Chicago. 

Le “Baron, Eddie, Rainbow Room N., NYC. 
Light, Enoch. Taft H., NYC. 

Livengood, Tinney, Open Door N., Mil- 
waukee. 

Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., NYC. 
Lopez, Vincent, Palace T., Cleveland. 
Lucas, Clyde, Beverly Hills, CC., New- 
port, Ky. 

Lyman, Abe, Royal Paims Club, Palm 
Beach, Fla, 


. 


Malneck, Matty, Cafe LaMaze, H’wood. 
Manzanares, Jose, Colony Club, Chicago. 
Maples, Nelson, Webster Hall, H., Pitts. 
Mario, Don, Firenze R., NYC. 
Marsala, Joe, Hickory House N., NYC. 
Marshard, Jack, H. Plaza, NYC. 
Martell, Paul, Arcadia B., NYC. 
Martin, Freddie, Trianon B., Chi. 
Martin, Lou, Leon & Eddie's N., NYC. 
Masters, Frankie, Roosevelt H., "New Or- 

leans. 

Matheson, Bob, Rendevous C 

eevee, Eddie, 


McCreery, H., Ambassabor H., Chi. 
McCoy, Clyde, c-o Gus Edwards, First 
Nat’l Bank Bldg., Chi. 
McDonald, Billy, Hofbrau, San Diego. 
McPartlind, Jack, 3 Deuces C., Chi. ' 
Mellen, Earl, Madura’s Danceland, Whit- 
ing, Ind. 
_— Benny, Proctor’s T., Schenectady, 


Miller, Glen, Meadowbrook Club, Cedar 
Grove, N.J. 

Mills, Jay, Edgewater Beach H., Chi. 

Millinder, Lucky, State Palace B., NYC. 

Millington, Basso, Black Cat N.. NYC. 

Mintz, Herbie, Oriental Gardens B., Chi. 


Milwaukee. 
Governor “Clinton H., 


. 


— Leon, El] Patio B., San Fran- 
cisco. 
Molina, Carlos, Sir Francis Drake H., 


San Francisco. 

Morgan, Russ, Chez Paree, Chi. 
Morton, Gerry, H. Savoy-Plaza, NYC. 
Munro, Hal, Athletic Club, Milwaukee. 
Murray, Charles, Mon Paris N., NYC. 


N 




















Nagel, Harold, Pierre H., NYC. 
Newman, Ruby, Kainbow Room, NYC. 
Me a 


Ot- | 





_ Network Plugs, 8. A.M.to 1 A.M. 


Following is a totalization of the combined gs, of current tunes on NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBs 
_(WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (March 6-12). 
| performances on the two major networks from 8 a, m. tol a.m. In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, + legit 


tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 


soa = 


Total represents accumulated 


GRAND 

TITLE. PUBLISHER. SOURCE, TOTAL. 
We've Come a Long Way Together... wi, eee Tee ce Eee TTiY x ERVLIE LE TIPCLT CL CCR EY Teer ee 64 
Deep Purple..........e-ceecccccerccccens DIM, «5c 48kks ccd cenne eee hima s eet reer cKaeshek oa tka . = 
Gotia Get Some Shuteye......--++--eeee- BOOTEIINs 64600646 0060028 Ph TPR e Rev re eee - & 

i CONS MOOS oda caseass ssa ceed eae th «sea oe SSAMIELEY cccdccocesecee Peet. Ler Ere eee fe EE Se a icc oa 
| Umbrella Man. .<.ccccsccccces ST teahee ceo MME Faye ceksbarseseeees PTO EL Cee Sere ee ees Pee ee o> aa 
| Heaven Can Wait..........-. pedetewaceia 1 Nery are ee. Dah & od sk Oka E AWS AMOR S ASE UE Ko 6  & 
SPP rr rerrererrrrit racic OS er eee eee . +Stars Oe ee ORs 6 Wa oo cb Basdccs - & 
Ee SRO ee ci Saad aciweesees ceneds PROM, «ass se ee 6s 090 ‘ RN re eee - 
Good for NOthing.....ccscccccccccvceccces Witmark .......e.seeseeees ST SES 5 Gkcea ded Anth' es OO 0.0 de a6 6-0 6 0b ale 29 
Penny Serenade. .......ccccccccscssvccees SHanirO ...ceesseceveceees PC See ae sah hh abel aks eeKEASH SHS Oem 27 
ON” ie ES Sore ree eye Tee Tee | POOL eT Teer eT Te PS Se awicgs Pek et ede eae ede eon 400 - 26 
ao Be ReRrrerrer rr rr eter re PRs ct icccasoceneses eae BO 25 
al 2 4 eae rrere errr rr re ree BE vvcegieteae spewonees ie ee Wik cai ee ks oak hua eta amet ee aioe 23 
yet Along Without You Very Well........ Famous ....-see.eeeeeeeees MEY Vat ew anira cat Obs ee hs eee he ERS 23 
Mz asquerade AP PE PR Peer ee eer rrr ery e PD Nace aneneewscndearatian exis sks de Ge 22 
Begin The Beguine. .....ccccccsccccccccces ace ecn suk s ene nen SLL 25) crite gigs > etna x alana eke tebeen 20 
H onolulu eS CS Ee ee ee ere ee Nc. coc pamhehh emus kk hs 4bme-au 20 
SD Nig cccies ete eheredarevcces i Ps cikcd p0dsss bes vases d ae a eg ae ee YD laa ge 19 
Ga: "3 G4. RAPS TTiITerreri iii WO. kev sswin ewes ences ee Se. 44 dct ache vee evmeeens 18 
L Lone 86 Beene 00 WOU. cccsccscsscccces rrr Tor ME Dit baa eh eW AReaec er senedess ba4.a ys - 1 
We Speak of You Often. ....cccccscccccece Ee ere RRR SOPee eee POPE PLETE Tere Tree 17 
You're a Sweet Little Headache........... PUNE snc cecacdanseses ai ep ero ra 17 
Jeepers Creepers........ceseeceeeeeeecees PRUE, 6.0.66 00600066608045 OESOM FUNOON 555 oe dcewee cdcwescevecs - 
Fomance Runs in the Family............. Pa 445 406 6500609400648 SUED a ceewt ond sare aeondems see eat-eess - 15 
Blame It On My Last Affair.............. Mills ....... PTET Teer Ty, Ce Pere e re rr Pree . 14 
a Ere rT TEe Eee ry A yee SRP rr rr rerer ere Pere - 14 
ae EE deck dws 40 Geaweetannes 45 oy eer re Re re 14 
Fo eg "errr rrr rer ree Tere tee Bregman ..cccccscccescees OD. cccccccccvcsteaewee eeeegsbactiee - 13 

| Between a Kiss and a Sigh........++...06. DEE eeasnseestaneads . un ) REXEER OTP CET ETT Tee eee e °12 
Ser Oe WE CRO 65 545.0 sek eweects cas tas Berlin..... Oe? peer re is MPEPPPPELELES reece os. a8 
PRUE OT FEMI hc a5 bso esc bocce debediecisene SIE? . cccccss Sesnen eheenen POM. cvsccceccvecdéevoveccescsestsvae - 12 
It’s Never Too Late... ..cccssscscesssssess BOrlimi. secccscscesvecevecses Pop 12 

| Moon FS @ SUVEr DOM... ccccscccccccess MODDING cecsccccceces TTT... MET CCe Oe PERT TLY ee rere ere, - 12 
My Heart Belongs to Daddy.............. Jo | Ae ee ‘ ‘ aeve OE | ePrvreny ore eee 
TE, VRE wi cA ca gher iscent oss cave seu Morris. oy eee ere ‘cpt elk cen ek bas a6 bdo bR 4.0644 04S ORE oe 
cg fs Ser rer rere rrr Chappell . seevesesesdeeee oe Leave DRE Dan 4s00s% 00ceusdusss  *U 

| I Want My Share of Love.............ee.. NG 6400 60645004040008 EET EN Sr re Ree rene ee ee | 
Never Felt Better. ....cccocccscccccccccces Miller...ccccccvee wire! ee “ Te eee ee ee eee. oe a8 
a a Fee say esescdioehwa AIOE . vc 4604000000808 PE USS Se eee eT eee eT eer? ce ee te ery 
How Strange..... ieacdeasseueee es sSeucdee Per eT ty: gteebhnnnde *Idiot’s Delight Pekeee ebeshaebebes on se 10 





Nichols, Red, Netherland-Plaza H., Cincy. 
Noble, Leighton, Ritz-Carlton H., Boston. 
Noel, Henry, 33-15 28th St., Long Island 
City, N.Y. 


o 


wee Hara, Ray, Greenwich Village Casino, 
Olman, Val, c/o R-O’K. 

Olsen, Geo.. Palomar B.. L. A. 
Osborne, Will, Strand T., NYC. 
Owens, Harry, Beverly-W Ilshire 
Angeles. 


H., Los 


¥ 


pier, Skeeter, Seneca H., Rochester, 
N.Y 


Paul, Eddie, Columbia B., Cleve., 0. 


Pendarvis, Paul, Palace H., San Fran- 
elsco. 
Petti, Emile, Savoy-Plaza H., NYC. 


Peyton, Jimmy, 
Pliner & Earl, 
Prima, Louis, 
geles. 
Pryor, 


Plaza R., Pittsburgh, 
Blackstone H., Chi. 
Jitterbug House, Los An- 


Roger, Chicago T., Chi. 


R 


Ramona, Muehlbach H., Kansas City. 
Rapp, Barney, Gibson H., Cinn. 
Ravazza, Carl, Rainbow Rendezvous, San 
Francisco. 
Ravel, Don, Greenwich Village Casino, 
NYC. 
Redman, Geo., 
Reichman, Joe, 
Francisco, 
Renard, 
Boston. 
Reisman, Leo, 130 W. 
Rhythm Boys, Stevens H., 


Omar's Dome C., L.A. 
Mark Hopkins H., San 


Grove N., 
NYC, 


Jacques, Cocoanut 


57th St., 
Chi. 


Richards, Jimmy, Greystone B., Det. 
Rico, Don, Seville R., Boston. 

Robbins, Billy, Coronado H., Worcester, 
Mass. 

Roberts, Red, Devines Eagles B., Mil- 
waukee. 


Rodrigo, Nano, Havana-Madrid N., NYC, 
Rogers, Eddie, Syracuse H., Y. 
Paes Don, Marcus Daly, Beverly Hills, 
alif 
Rollini, Adrian, Belmont-Plaza H., NYC. 
Roth, Lee, Riverside T., Milwaukee, 
Ss 


Sabin, Paul, Chez Paree, Omah 
Sanabria, Juanito, Havana- Madrid, NYC, 
Sanders, Joe, Trianon B., Chicago. 
Savitt, Jan, Lincoln H., NYC. 
Shanks, Charles, Bismarck H., Chi, 

A 1 
Sherman, Billy, Bill 


Green's Casino, 


Phila, 
NYC, 


Shelley, Lee, Benny-the-Bum’s, 
Shields, Roy, NBC, Chi. 
Sissle, Noble, Paramount H.. 
Smith, Stuff, La Salle H., Chi. 

South, Eddie, Blatz’s Gardens, Milwaukee. 
Spitalny, Phil, Perk Central H., NYC 
Squires, Four, Stage One, H’wood, 
Starr, Freddy, Park Lane H., NYC. 
Stabile, Dick, Statler H., Cleve, 
Stoeffler, Wally c/o FB 

Straeter, Ted, Monte Carlo, NYC. 
Straight, Charles, White City B., Chi, 
Strong, Benny, Brown H., Louisville. 
Stuart, Miron, Trocadero N., Milwaukee. 
Sudy, Joseph, Cosmopolitan H., Denver, 
Swanson, Billy, c/o CRA. 


T 


Teeter, Jack, Club Terris, Milwaukee. 
Thal, Pierson, Milwaukee A.C., Milw. 
Theis, Henry, c/o R-O’K. 

Thompson, Lang, Brown-Palace H., Den- 
ver. 

Trace, Al, Sherman H., Chi. 

Tracy, Jack, Broadmoor CC., Dencer. 
Travers, Ted, Henry Grady H., Atlanta. 
Travers, Vincent, Paradise R., NYC. 
Tucker, Orrin, Palmer House H.. Chicago. 
Turk, Al, Royale Frolics N., hi. 


Vv 


Leon, Melody Club, Union 


Eddie, 885 Club, Chi. 

Joe, Belmont-Plaza H., NYC. 

Bud, Cardinal Club, Milwaukee. 
w 

Wagner, Buddy, Midnight Sun, NYC. 


Van Gelder, 
City, N. J. 

Varzos, 
Venuti, 
Vioni, 





Waples, Bud, Marquette H., St. Louis. 





On the 


Kay Kyser booked for one-nighter 
at University of Pittsburgh Military 
ball March 24 at William Penn hotel. 





Bernie Cummins closes two-month 
engagement at William Penn hotel 
Chatterbox April 1, pulling out for 
series of one-nighters in territory. 





Fred Waring slated for week at 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, April 14. 


Nick Harper, Milwaukee maestro, 
currently at Wisconsin Roof, with 
MCA. 


Joaquin Garay opened two-week 
engagement at Victor Hugo, Beverly 
Hills, Cal. 


Victor Hugo crew closes at Benny 
the Bum’s, Philly, tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) night and opens following eve- 
ning at the Little Rathskeller, half- 
a-block away. Replaces Jack Grif- 
fin’s orch at latter spot. 





Ben Bernie inked to play at shin- 
dig of the Philly News Photograph- 
ers Association in the Benjamin 
Franklin hotel April 21. 





Ted Travers opened Friday (10) in 
Atlanta for two weeks at Henry 
Grady Hotel’s Spanish Room, fol- 
lowing engagement at Meadow 
Brook, Long Island. He’ll be followed 
by Rudy Bundy, who opens March 
24. Bands that play this spot are 
aired on WATL. 


Idle Hour Club, Atlanta, has Ray 
Rice. 


Ace Brigode’s contract at Merry 





Webb, Chick, Paramount T., NYC. 
Webber, Harry, Clover Club; Milwaukee, 
Weber, Henry, WGN, Chi. 

Weber, Marek, NBC, ‘Chi. 

Webster, Ralph, Tantilla Gardens, Rich- 
mond, Va 

Weeks, Ranny, Club Mayfair. Boston. 
— Lawrence, Schroeder H., Milwau- 
ee 
Paul, Southwestern Expo, 
Williams, Griff, Victor Hugo's R., L.A 
Winston, Jack, Athens Athletic Club, 
Oakland, Calif, 
Winton, Barry, Rainbow Grill, NYC. 
Wittich, Doriss, Yar R., Chi. 
Howard, Village Barn, NYC. 


Woods, 

Y 
Yates, Billy, El Tivoli Supper Club, Dal- 
as. 
Young, Sterling, Bill Green’s Casino, 
Pitts. 

Zz 
Zipp, Eddie, Old Heidelberg N., Mil- 
waukee, 


Zwerling, Ruby, State T., NYC. 








Upbeat 


Garden ballroom, Chicago, has been 
extended to May 18. 





Woody Herman orchestra is tenta- 
tively set to go into the Famous 
Door, N. Y., March 21 for three 
weeks with a _ three-week option. 
New Teddy Wilson orchestra is set 
to preem at the Door April 24. It’s 
currently in rehearsal. Both crews 
will have NBC wires. 


Harry James closes at the Benja- 
min Franklin Hotel, Phila., March 16 
to replace Ben Bernie the 18th in the 
Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y., until Kay 
Kyser in turn replaces it April 8. 
Tommy Dorsey is set for the Penn’s 
roof, opening in May and staying 
until Sept. 17. 


Red Norvo returns to the Benja- 
‘min Franklin Hotel, Phila., April 8 
for two weeks with options. 





Artie Shaw’s first biography, writ- 
ten by Jerry Mason, will be part of 
the March 24 issue of Radio Mirror. 





Barry Winton, who opens at the 
Rainbow Grill tonight (15), is paced 
by a rarity. Winton plays a bass 
viol. 





Dalbar, Inc., has been chartered to 
organize and manage orchestras and 
bands, with office in New York. 
Directors are: Attorney Louis P. 
Randell, Harold L. Garner, Rudolfine 
Schreiber. Capital stock is 100 
shares, no par value. 


Frank Salto Bankrupt 


Frank Salto, known as Frank Sol- 
lecito, musician, filed a voluntary pe- 
tition of bankruptcy in the N. Y. 
federal court Friday (10), listing lia- 
bilities of $2,496 and assets of $975. 

He’s member of Will Osborne's 
orchestra. 

























OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 


“LOST IN A FOG” 


Robbins Music Corp. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending March 11, 1939) 











Deep Purple .....+++++: ee ee Se eae ote ele ae eee Robbins 
Penny Serenade ........-. ehadeed Keke dcognntediet ee aye Shapiro 
Umbrella Man ..-csesecscecccccccccsccsecercsescccces Harms 

Little Sir ECNO ........ccecerececessseceeeesssnrcecees Bregman 

I Get Along Without You Very Well...............46- Famous 

T Promie® TOU oc ccc ccccscscscccscscccccccssscesceocns ABC 

*You’re a Sweet Little Headache ...................04. Paramount 

OT FAVS TVG cence s oes i sewer cee sece etc er see nesnnnseseer Paramount 

God Bless America .........seee. .. Berlin 

I Cried for YOUUg,....------- - Miller 

Hold Tn i¢ghetawaeee nes _2xclusive 
Masquerade Is Over ..... -“rawford 
Seeete TOU 6g 5 ines. tae s 000s 00000 Santly | 
You're the Only Star .......... . Shapiro 
eee CIN EEE 6 6s. 6.0.6.0: 000006 0000s he tinedds tegocecs -aramount | 


* Indicates filmusical song. + Indicates stage production song. 
The others are pops. 





Inside Stuf—Music = 





Leo Feist, Inc., was ordered on Thursday (2) to submit agreements cover- 
ing the rights to the scores of ‘Rio Rita’ and ‘Kid Boots for examination | 
before trial in connection with a suit brought by Edgar F. Bitner and 
the Estate of Leo Feist against MGM Pictures Corp., for $88,500, by Su- 
preme Court Justice Ferdinand Pecora ms 

Plaintiffs claim that amount is due as the last payment for the sale by 
them of 1,450 shares of Leo Feist to Metro in October, 1935, these shares 
representing control. | 

The defendant is counter-claiming for $128,000 on the grounds that cer- | 
tain rights supposedly invested in the estate were not actually owned by 
Feist, although they had been informed that they were. 


Synchronization and dramatization rights to ‘The Rose of Washington 
Square’ has been obtained by 20th Century-Fox from Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co. at a reported price of $5,000. It’s a high figure for this sort of deal. 

The song, written by Ballard MacDonald and James F. Hanley, was pub- | 
lished in 1920.. Al Jolson and Alice Faye are slated to star in the film 
version. 

‘Park Avenue Fantasy,’ instrumental by Matt Malneck and Frank Sig- 
norelli, will have its ‘middle strain’ extracted and developed into a pop 
song by Jack Robbins. A new title will also be used. This comes on the 
heels of the success met with ‘Deep Purple,’ when one of its four major 
strains was developed into a pop hit. 

Only three tunes in the past week's list of 15 best sellers come from 
pictures and all three are in the score of Paramount's ‘Paris Honeymoon.’ 
Of the trio, ‘You’re a Sweet Little Headache’ and ‘I Have Eyes’ fall within 
the first 10. ‘Funny Old Hills’ is the remaining one of the threesome. | 

















Childs asked for and received a re- 
lease from his contract with Con- 
| solidated Radio Artists last week. 
| Bandleader was given several days 
| to think it over, then was released 
| Saturday (11). 
| 
Philadelphia, March 14. , : 
: . ‘ / ing out the band booking outfit on 
Blast against Music Corporation of the matter with no indication of 
America and Consolidated Radio Art-| what will happen. They were Mike 
ists is being prepared by the Philly | Riley of ‘Music Goes Round’ note, | 
Musicians’ local for presentation at! and Rudolph Friml, Jr. 
the national convention of the Amer- | : 
| Ernie Fio-Rito and his semi-sym- 
CRA, particularly the former, have/tual, signed by Rockwell General 
purchased a monopoly on network | Amusement last week. 
time for remote band airings that is| 
discriminatory against local orchs. | Riccardi, secretary of the local, said | 
Long felt to be hurting the tooters’ | that Jules Stein, MCA prez, admitted 
} ton ago with the expiration of| these plugs, it is apparent that it is | 
eno Donath’s termer at the Hotel) advantageous to a hotel to hire a 
Walton Roof. Operator Jack Lynch, | traveling band rather than local one. 
on urging from the hotel, sought m4 For one thing, he said, the expense 
replace Donath with an MCA crew, | j, charged up against advertising, as 
inasmuch as it is impossible to hit! the band 
hg yh —, wig aren’t good enough for national —— 
. - ing, Riccardi said, is so muc 
np Rp 4 .~ yet ig has gp cod boloney, because as soon as the band 
the AFM got him to replace Donath | Si#ns With MCA or CRA it suddenly 
with samen local patho Toe Pracst- | improves in quality sufficiently to hit 
result of his squawks and that the 
Union claims that MCA and Con-, Hotel Walton crew may get network 
slidated spend about $50,000 a year | time on an amicable arrangement. 
between them to buy up all avail-| Resolution compelling action on 
able time for remotes, amounting to! the entire situation will be introed 
20 half-hour periods a week. This| at the convention, Riccardi stated, 


After complaining that he was not | 
MEMBERS CHIDE 

Two other batoneers are also seek- 
wan Peteration ef Musicians in phonic crew now airing the ‘Studies 
chances of placing local bands, the | this last year. 
the webs with a local outfit. Hotels | +ooms, 
to's. Latter has a 25-week ticket. the webs. He declared that he is 
makes it impossible for a band to| jointly by the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati 


indirectly serves to al 


Network plea that local bands 


Bob Saunders and Aide 


Leaving Consolidated | 


Bob Saunders, who headed the 
shuttered Consolidated Radio Artists 
Dallas office, is out of the CRA or- 
ganization entirely after confabs last 
week with Charles Green, CRA head 
in New York. Cress Courtney, as- 
sistant to Saunders, also is out. 

Dallas territory will be serviced 
by a road rep out of the CRA Chi- 
cago office. Latter is headed by 
Stan Zucker. 





| NBC Financial Expert 


Assigned to Examine 
Consolidated Policies 


NBC has placed one of its financial 


experts in the offices of Consolidated 
Radio Artists, Inc. He is Charles 
Wall, who has been attached to the 


NPC treasurer’s staff. 
Mark Wood, NBC v.p., explained 
Monday (13) that Wall has been as- 


|} Signed to work with Consolidated in 


straightening out financial matters. 
Relationship between Consolidated 
and NBC dates from 1936 when the 
American Federation of Musicians 


ruled that no employer of musicians | 


could be also engaged in the 


management contracts and the net- 


work advanced a loan to help Con- | Scout parade as part of the ‘Ameri- | 
| solidated get started. 


band | 
| booking or management business. 
Consolidated assumed NBC’s band 


Musicians Union Vs, World's far 
A Running War with Many Battles 











New York Local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians and of- 
ficials of the N. Y. World Fair are 
repeatedly coming to grips over pro- 





sic. 
of America which will be on view in- 
side the Fair’s Perisphere. Idea is 
to provide appropriate musical back- 
|ground for each scene depicting the 
| progress of the United States which 
|the Perisphere houses. Music would 
be on a sound on film track. Union 





nixed the idea saying live musicians 
would have to be used Union and 
Fair are still at loggerheads over the 


matter. 

Several weeks ago a western ex- 
hibitor wanted to bring in a home- 
town band made up of employees of 
the compary, and which took part in 
local company shows. Exhibitor 
claimed the band fitted into the ex- 
hibit in such a way that if it wasr,’t 


used, none could be used at all. 
| Union nixed that also. 
| 

st. Louis, March 14. 


| 


Because of complaint made by Lo- 
cal No, 2, AFM, the McKinley High 
School band, skedded to lead Boy 


| canization Week’ observed by the 


jected items at the fair involving mu- | 
Latest concerns the cavalcade | 


Rape was nixed last week. The 55 
| high school pupils who had re- 
| hearsed for two weeks had been as- 
signed to head the parade from the 
Elks’ club te the Congress theatre, 
where patriotic films were shown. 
The night before the parade, C. A. 


Humfeld, music instructor at the 
high school, and a member of Local 
No. 2, was told to call the amateurs 
off 

As school had been dismissed, 
Humfeld hired bicycle couriers to 
notify the tooters their vices 
wouldn’t be needed. The dav was 
not lost however as the 1,000 scouts 


marched to the music of a drum and 
bugle corps of the Walter Haltfeld 
Post No. 25, American Legion. Lo- 
cal No. 2, at a special meeting, had 
also vetoed plans of the Elks to util- 
ize the firemen’s band in a patriotic 
parade and to have the Elks band 
from Washington, Mo., play at a din- 
ner dance. Instead, a union group 
of tooters was employed. 


Al Marsico, with Bob Carter doing 
opens indef stay at Nixon 
Cafe, Pittsburgh, March 25, succeed- 
ing Al Kavelin, who goes into Hotel 
Commodore Perry, Toledo, O., for 


vocals, 





two weeks. Placed by Joe Hiller: 


























 MBAST. 
By J 











properly provided with work, Reggie | 
| ing releases from CRA, both sound- 
June. Complaint is that MCA and | in Contrast’ program on WOR-Mu- 
| — 
issue came to a head here a few; Riccardi declared that, getting | 
feel that three or four network plugs | 
| working out a deal with MCA as the 
Charge to Advertising 
break in without their sanction. Rex | and Philly locals. 
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Southwest Three-Sheeted Like a Circus 
For Met Opera ‘Culture Carnival 








Dallas, March 14. 

Metropolitan Opera Co. of New 
York has been engaged for four 
performances, April 10-12. Approx- 
imately $100,000 has been pledged 
by local business men as guarantee 
for the visit. It will be ballyhooed 
throughout the Southwest like a 
circus. 

A special organization was creat- 
ed, headed by Arthur L. Kramer, 
department store head, and Tracy- 
Locke-Dawson (agency) was hand- 
ed job of exploitation. All mediums 
are being used in the buildup, which 
aims at a frank ‘culture carnival’ for 
the three days, with customers 
coming in from all parts of South- 
west to mix culture with business— 
the purchase of new spring clothing. 

The agency says its schedule of 
display ads will be placed in 45 pub- 
lications, including papers in 
Shreveport, Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa. At least 60,000 folders will 
be printed to be used as stuffers for 
firms doing a regional mail business. 
In addition 55 locations will be used 
for 24-sheets. 

A circus campaign is mapped for 
the opera, but the custom of free 
ducats will positively not be fol- 
lowed in contacts with the editors. 


SALMAGGI HIPP 
SHOW HALTED 
BY AGMA 


Alfred Salmaggi, whose Hippo- 
drome Opera Co. has been intermit- 
tently snarled with the American 


Guild of Musical Artists for the last 
two years, had another scuffle with 
the union last weekend. When the 
dust had cleared away the manager 
had paid off a portion of his out- 
standing debt to the Guild and was 
planning to continue his pop-priced 
operas at the Hip;odrome, N. Y. 


Dispute came to a head Sunday 
night (12) when Ted Carr, AGMA 
rep, refused to permit a perform- 
ance of ‘Carmen’ to go on until Sal- 
maggi gave assurance that the artist 
fees for that evening and a portion 
of the back debt would be paid. After 
a fiery curtain speech to the audi- 
ence by the manager, a compromise 
was reached and the performance 








- 
vr 


ATLANTA CONCERTS SET 


Name Line-up to Play 6,000-Seat 
Auditorium 








Atlanta, March 14. 


All-Star Concert Series, of which 
Marvin McDonald is manager, has 
set its schedule for next season, Bari- 
tone John Charles Thomas will open 
in October, to be followed by fiddler 
Fritz Kreisler in November. 


Basso Enzo Pinza and Brazilian 
Soprano Bidu Sayo will appear in 
joint concert in December and 
Kirsten Flagstad will sing in Janu- 
ary, with Ballet Russe due in Feb- 
ruary. 


Vladimar Horowitz, pianist, will 
play in March, and Philadelphia 
Symphony Ork, Eugene Ormandie 
conducting, will close series in April. 
Grace Moore recital closed 1938-39 
series, but McDonald has three other 
musicians on tap for spring season— 
Nelson Eddy, March 29; Marion An- 
derson, Negro contralto, April 25, 
and Jan Ignace Paderewski, April 
26, in event famed Polish pianist gets 
over hand infection and can carry 
out his tour. 

All-Star Series is sponsored jointly 
by Atlanta Philharmonic Society and 
Atlanta Music Club, who split profits. 
Performances are at Atlanta’s 6,000- 
seat City Aude and SRO sign is out 
at every show. Season ducats range 
from $5 for students to $12 and are 
always gobbled up long before date 
for first concert and 1939-40 series is 
certain to prove no exception, al- 
though attractions booked do not 
stack up in popular appeal with 
those brought here in previous years. 


LEO FISCHER TO 
CH; MET PACT 
PENDS 


Leo Fischer, executive-secretary 
of the American Guild of Musical 
Artists, went to Chicago this week 
to negotiate with officials of the civic 
opera there for a contract for 
singers, chorus and ballet, He is 
due back in New York late in the 
week, 

AGMA expects to begin negotia- 











went on about an hour late. Despite 
threats that the opera performances 
weuld be discontinued in the future, 
it was stated yesterday (Tuesday) 
that this Saturday and Sunday 
nights’ (18-19) performances would 
be given. 

According to AGMA officials, Sal- 
maggi owed $617 in fees for back 
performances, including $200 from 
operas at Randall’s Island, N. Y., last 
summer, $327 from a performance at 
the Hipp last month and $90 from 
the preceding night’s (Saturday) 
*‘Msdame Butterfly... Agreement un- 
der which the union is permitting 
the company to operate calls for 
him to pay each week’s perform- 
ances, plus $70 a week on the over- 
due amount. Sum came to $540 Sun- 
day night, with Salmaggi agreeing to 
pay $300 and ‘whatever else I can 
afford,’ and the union finally agree- 
ing to accept $425 to let the per- 
formance go on. 


Salmaggi told the audience that the 
union was demanding its pay in ad- 


vance, but that the ‘musicians and | - 


stagehands are willing to work the 
show and accept pay after the per- 
formance.’ According to Carr the 
latter groups were paid in full in 
advance. AGMA states that it will 
continue to play along with Sal- 
maggi, collecting $70 a week on the 
back debt in addition to the current 
week’s fees. Union’s aim is to avoid 
closing the company and thereby 
throwing the artists involved out of 
work, 





COMMITS SUICIDE 
Reading, Pa., March 14. 
Samuel Martorano, leader of the 
Reading Royal Italian band, com- 
mitted suicide by jumping from a 
third-story window at his home. 
Aberration blamed on overwork on 
musical scores and compositions he 
was writing. He was 31. 
Leaves a widow and one child. 


tions with the Met opera in about a 
week for renewal of its present con- 
tract.. Most vital phase of the Met 
situation, the much - publicized 
‘Clause 12’ in the management’s art- 
ist contracts, has never been set- 
tled. Apparently consideration of it 
has been delayed by AGMA'’s deal- 
ings with the concert managements. 
Contracts with the latter are still 
being discussed. 


Ballet Grossed 126’s 


Portland, Ore. 





Editor, Variety: 


We are not entering a complaint 
but only wish to correct a report ap- 
pearing in the last issue of Variety 
wherein you stated that the Ballet 
Russe grossed in Portland a big 
$9,000, under February 28 date line, 
whereas it was a big $12,000. 


ELLISON-WHITE BUREAU, 
By Frank E. Andrews. 





BUYS HEADS BANDMASTERS 


Ft. Dodge, Ia., March 14, 

Peter Buys, of Hagerstown, Md., 
was named president of the Ameri- 
can Bandmasters association at an- 
nual convention here last week. He 
succeeds Karl King of Ft. Dodge. 
Capt. R. B. Hayward, of Toronto, 
Can., was elected vice-president and 
Glenn Bainum, of Evanston, IIL, 
bandmaster at Northwestern uni- 
versity was named secretary-treas- 
urer. Elected on board of directors 
were J. J. Richards, Sterling, IL; 
Victor Gravel, Tulsa, Okla.; A. R. 
McAllister, Joliet, Ill.; Dr. C. S. Put- 
nam, Fargo, N. D., and Capt. Howard 
Bronson, Mt. Morris, Tl. 


A 65-piece band, formed by at- 





tendants at the convention, played a 
concert at closing session, 


Nice Kid 


Lawyer, who is the personal 
rep for several name band 
leaders, created a curious situa- 
tion last week for a booking 
agent when the latter fourid that 
the lawyer was soliciting the 
same spot but for another band 
in his client list. It was a case 
of two bands out of the same 
lawyer’s office being pitted 
against each other. 

Following the incident the 
agent remarked that the time 
isn’t far off when a name 
leader will retain a personal 
rep to watch his No. 1 personal 
rep. 











MORE NAMES GO 
TO AFM FOR 
ACTION 


New York Local 802 of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians yester- 
day (Tuesday) requested the parent 
body to revoke the licenses of 16 
more band brokers. These are in 
addition to the 22 suspended last 
week following the recommendation 
of the same trial board, 

Revocation requests were based on 
the same charges aimed at the first 
batch—violation of union rules and 
regulations. It must be noted, how- 


ever, that the 16 named were not out 
at this writing, but formal requests 
for such action by the AFM had 
been made by 802. Those listed 
are: 

Hal Gorman. 

Times Square Artists Bureau. 
Evans and Lee, 

Billy Perch. 

Fred Walker. 

Harry A. Shea. 

Triangle Entertainment Service. 
Jean Henry. 

Lou Sharp. 

Al Dell. 

Dan Harrington. 

Brown and Lissman. 

Continental Amusement Co, 
George Arken. 

Bill Robbins. 

Al Romano. 


Atlanta CRA Bookings 


Atlanta, March 14. 
CRA band activities in this neck 
of the woods: 

Blue Barron booked in at Loew’s 
Grand theatre for week beginning 
March 24 following one-night dance 
dates at Alabama U., Tuscaloosa, 
Birmingham and Nashville. N. Y. 
office routing Barron back into Edi- 
son’s Green Room for indefinite stay. 

Atlanta and N. Y. offices complet- 
ing routing for Joe Haymes, who 


played Military Ball at Georgia U., 

Athens, back into Gotham via Chat- 

tanooga and Nashville, with stop at 

— Va., for Sullins College dance 
ate. 


Ted Travers, now at Lookout 
House, Cincinnati, will open Friday 
(10) for two weeks at Henry Grady 
Hotel Spanish Room, replacing Dan- 
ny Demetry, who leaves for date at 











Rudy Bundy is skedded to follow 
Travers. 


Harry Candullo renewed by At- 
lanta Biltmore for indefinite stay. 

Johnny Hamp booked to play for 
Emory U. spring dances March 24-25. 

Richard Himber’s crew set in for 
Vanderbilt U., Nashville, spring fes- 
tivities March 17-18. 





Add: Social Significance 


Philadelphia, March 14. 


Symph concert to aid refugee 
musicians will be given in the Acad- 
emy of Music here on April 12 un- 
der the sponsorship of the Placement 
Committee for German and Austrian 
Refugee Musicians and the Musi- 
cians’ Committee to Aid Spanish 
Democracy. Saul Caston, associate 
conductor of the Philly Orch, will 
lead an aggregation of 100 men at 
the benefit concert. 

Backers include Serge Kousse- 
vitzky, Efrem Zimbalist, Samuel 
Chotzinoff, Olin Downes, John Er- 
skine, Albert Spaulding and Ira A. 





Hirschmann, 


Kensas City’s Southern Mansions, | ‘ 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 





Bud Freeman, sax man formerly with Tommy Dorsey, Benny Goodman 


and other top flight crews, will-lead 


a six-piece mixed combo made up of 


some of the best men in the band biz into Kelly’s Stables, small 51st New 
York nitery, March 25. There’s a slight indecision current concerning the 


mixed angle but it’s expected to be ironed out by opening time. 


Mixed 


bands are rare but Benny Goodman got away with his colored trio playing 
with his crew at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, N. Y., last fall. 

Freeman will have beside himself Arthur Schutt, now with NBC, at 
the piano, and Marty Stulmaker on bass. Said to be a final try of Kelly's 


to make a go of it. 





Curious situation exists in an eastern key city where tke radio editor of 


one of the dailies has a brother who is a band leader. 
and-coming outfit but gets little work because of his kin’s job. 


nitery owners are reluctant to book 


Latter has an up.« 


Seems 
in the band, claiming his brother on 


the newspaper wouldn’t give them any publicity because it would look 
too much like favoritism. As it is, cafe operators say, their bands get 
plenty of free-space from the radio ed and they’re not willing to take 


a chance on losing it. 


Writing brother has been known to pass up the 


family’s maestro intentionally when latter landed a spot for those reasons, 
and in meantime the musical guy in the clan’s taking it on the chin, 





While being interviewed last Thursday (9) night by Jimmy Jemail on 
the latter’s program on WOR, bandleader Glen Gray of the Casa Loma 
orchestra revealed the workings of his co-operative crew. Explained that 
the band had set up a trust fund for profits of the outfit after expenses 
that approximated a half million dollars. 

Band has been in existence since 1929 with few changes in complement, 
It celebrated its ninth anni on WOR, N.Y.’s ‘Show of the Week’ program 


Sunday (12). 





New York World-Telegram Guild party at the Guild clubrooms in New 
York Friday (10) night was musically serviced by a quintet made up of 


cats who would ordinarily cost plenty for such a date. 


Included Sidney 


Catlett, drummer with Louis Armstrong’s band; Arthur Schutt, NBC hot 
pianist; Henry ‘Red’ Allen, trumpet; Eddie Condon, and Bud Freeman, 


Quintet cost the World-Tele bunch 


$60 for the night. 





Isham Jones to CRA 


Playing college dates and one- 
nighters for the past several months 
with no set booking affiliation, Isham 
Jones has tied his new band to a 
five-year contract with Consolidated 
Radio Artists. It’s effective May l, 
although CRA has done most of the 
booking of Jones’ aforementioned 
stands. 

Jones formerly worked with Music 
Corporation of America before giv- 
ing up his original crew now under 
the baton of Woody Herman. Lat- 
ter books through Rockwell General 
Amusement Corp. 


Indiana Legislature 
Goes for Press Stunt, 
Goodman Gets a Toga 


While playing a week’s theatre 
date at the Lyric, Indianapolis, last 
week, Benny Goodman’s orchestra 
doubled into the final session of the 
Indiana State Legislature. Stunt was 
a p.a. gag and labelled with a tag 
something like a ‘jam session with- 
in a jam session,’ based on it being 
the closing session of the bill okay- 
ers, who were jamming bills 
through. Crew did several numbers 
with representatives crowded into 
the senate chamber to listen. It was 
done after Goodman’s Camel broad- 
cast. He was made an honorary 
state Senator. 

Goodman has an autobiography 
ready to hit the stands April 5 pub- 
lished by Stackpole Sons. It’s called 
‘Kingdom of Swing’ and was col- 
labed on by Irving Kolodin of the 
New York Sun. 


WOMAN STANDS ON 
STOKOWSKI’S PODIUM 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

All precedents were broken here 
last Friday (10) when for the first 
time in the history of the Philly 
Orch it was conducted by a woman. 
Initiater was Mlle. Nadia Juliette 
Boulanger, French teacher and com- 
poser, whose most prominent pupil 
was the late George Gershwin. 

Mile. Boulanger dispensed with a 
baton to lead the 110-piece symph, 
Leopold Stokowski’s home team, 
through the entire second half of its 
regular weekly program. 




















Paderewski Cancels More 
Cieveland, March 14. 

Paderewski spent a week here in 
his private car at railroad terminal 
taking treatments for an inflamed 
left wrist which forced him to cancel 
a March 5 recital in local civie au- 
ditorium. Polish pianist’s medico 
advised him to keep arm quiet as 
long as possible—‘if he wanted to 
play any more this season.’ His man- 
ager, L. J. Fitzgerald, concurred by 
cancelling dates in Cincinnati and 
Columbus, O. That makes four con- 
certs he has had to shelve because of 
illness since he started tour. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
OK IN TEX. FOR 
NAME BANDS 


El Paso, March 14, 

Brought here as the first name 
band presentation of the newly 
formed El Paso Dance Assn., Shep 
Fields, in on a guarantee of 50% of 
receipts, drew 2,500 to Liberty Hall 
Saturday night (11). Gross was 
$4,500. 

Idea of the association, only one 
like it in the U. S., is to sell 1,000 
memberships at $2.50 each. Mem- 
bers are entitled to attend 10 name 
band dances a year for $1.20 per 
couple, thus affecting not only a big 
saving for members, but providing 
the association with a reserve fund. 
Non-members are charged $4 per 
couple, 

Fields opens an engagement at the 
tas hotel, New Orleans, March 








Band Bookings 











Charlie Barnet follows Jan Savitt 
into the Lincoln hoiel, N. Y., about 
April 15. Barnet goes into Para- 
mount, N. Y., March 22, 


Erskine Hawkins, Loew’s State, 
N. Y., March 30; nine days of one- 
nighters, Howard, Wash., April 14; 
Royal, Balto., April 21, and Apollo, 
N Y., April 28. 


Chick Webb, Springfield, Mass., 
week March 23; Howard, Wash. 
March 31; Shubert, Newark, April 
7; Apollo, N. Y., April 14, anc South- 
land Ballroom, Boston, for four 
weeks, opening April 24. 

Blue Barron orchestra, Trianon 
Ballroom, Croweburg, Kans., March 
20; Pickwick Club, Birmingham, 
March 22; Nashville, March 23. 

Barney Rapp, U. of Michigan, 
March 24, 

Isham Jones, Raleigh, April 15; 
Staten Island, N. Y., April 29, both 
one-nighters, 

Earl Hines, Evansville, 
Ballroom, March 20. 

Jack Teagarden, Roseland Ball- 
room, N. Y., March 24 for four 
weeks, 

Al Donahue, Stanley theatre, Pitts, 
Friday (17); Fox, Phila., March 24; 
Akron and Youngstown, O., April 4 

Artie Shaw, March 28, Blue Bar- 
ron, April 2 and Casa Loma, April 
9 (Easter Sunday), set for Ritz ball- 
room, Bridgeport. 


Mary Navis Turns Leader 
Philadelphia, March 14. 
Ina Ray Hutton all-femme crew 
loses Mary Navis, trumpet-blower. 
She'll front an outfit made up of 
seven men. They'll work in Louis 
Prima style. 


Indiana 








Open at Benny the Bum’s here 
Thursday (16). 
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To Check Music, Dancing Curfew 








Pittsburgh, March 14. 

Action of Pennsylvania State 
Liquor Board last week in shutting 
off roadhouse music and dancing at 
midnight on Saturday has operators 
rushing madly to township officials 
in an effort to have them legislate 
amusement enforcement, 


Shutdown on out-of-way spots was 
originally expected to re-echo down- 
town, but within-the-city places kept 
running until 2 a. m. because Liquor 
Board has no jurisdiction over en- 
tertainment hours inside the burg. 
That’s because niteries, in addition to 
paying $640 for booze license and 
$120 for dancing permit, also pay $1 
a day to the city for local amuse- 
ment concession. 

That takes everything, except the 
regulation of hours for peddling 
spirits, out of Liquor Board’s hands. 
On other hand, at out-of-way places 
where there’s no local governing 
agency for this control, booze board 
has complete jurisdiction and regu- 
lates hours of amusement to coincide 
with those for liquor sales. Operators 
are said to be willing to pay the 
extra $365 yearly to get in those two 
extra hours on Saturday night. 

Sunday dancing locally, however, 
is believed to be something of past 
now, with liquor control agency’s re- 
cent clamp-down. That’s still an an- 
cient Pennsylvania Blue Law, and 
while some roadhouses have openly 
violated it in the past, with no reper- 
cussions, recent complaints of citi- 
zens against the New Penn that the 
spot was a public nuisance and was 
kept open Sundays, is figured to have 
ended that. New Penn has been 
closed Sundays since, but some of 
the others haven't. 

Last week, however, other places, 
too, kept dark, and it’s generally felt 
they'll stay that way for a while. 
More care than usual is being exer- 
cised by nitery owners at moment, 
since liquor licensing time for an- 
other year has come around again. 


POLICY CHANGES SET 
FOR K. C. JUBILESTA 


Kansas City, March 14, 

Jubilesta, town’s annual entertain- 
ment and celebration, will be staged 
in June this year instead of in Sep- 
tember, as usual. It will be for five 
days instead of the customary nine 
days. 

Program will be presented entirely 
in the main arena of the 11,000-seat 
auditorium. Past year’s shows have 
been given simultaneously in the 
Little Theatre, Exhibition Hall and 
Music Hall as well as the arena. 
Principal reason for switch in dates 
is to avoid conflict with American 
Royal live stock show staged in 
October. 

While 1938 show was considered 
a@ success from point of attendance, 
gross fell short of cost. Show is un- 
derwritten by local merchants. 


Worcester House Quits 
Vaude for Film Policy 


Worcester, March 14. 

Vaude is out again at the Ply- 
Mouth here after a fairly successful 
Season. House played vaude first 
three days of the week. 

House reverts to second run duals. 

City is currently without flesh 
show of any sort. 

















2 Philly Suburban Cafes 
Accept Closed Shop 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

Two short-lived strikes over the 
weekend wound up in a pair of 
closed-shop cabaret contracts for the 
American Federation of Actors local 
here and the placement of two union 
bands, Walkouts were staged at 
Jack’s Grill and Al's Grill, both in 
Upper Darby, Philadelphia suburb. 
AFA co-operated with the mu- 


sicians’ local, as the spots were using 
Ron-union bands. 
Acts were pulled out of both niter- 
ies on Friday (10) and both unions 
They paraded only one 
evening at Jack’s and two at Al's 
before the operators capitulated. 


Prepares for Fair 


Following the exit of the current 
Curt Houck orchestra and show 
headed by Enrico and Novello, the 
Cocoanut Grove of the Park Central 


hotel, New York, will shutter for an 
enlarging and refurbishing for the 
World’s Fair, 

Spot will then resume its name 
band policy, started with Chick Webb 
recently, and girlie shows. 


MIKADO’ UNIT 
AT 76 FOR B-K 


Chicago, March 14. 
‘The Mikado,’ In swing, has been 
booked by Balaban & Katz for the 
Chicago week of March 31, at a price 


reported at $7,000 plus a percentage. 
It’s first time that B&K ever booked 
any show with only a rehearsal 
showing. 

Show is being produced by Harry 
Rogers and contains 85 people, plus 
the Sanford Lewis Singers and is the 
largest show ever to be produced for 
a tour out of Chicago. It will break 
in week of March 24 through B&K’s 
downstate circuit. 


Jimmy Duffy Dead 
In N. Y.; Formerly 
Of Duffy-Sweeney 


James (Jimmy) Duffy, about 50, of 
the former standard vaude team of 
Duffy and Sweeney, was found dead 
on the pavement in 47th street, New 
York, Friday (10), a victim of acute 
alcoholism. The team had been a 
favored No. 4 act at the Palace in 
vaude’s heyday. They split about 10 
years ago, Sweeney last being re- 
ported on the Coast. 

Duffy was first noted as a No. 3 
act, Duffy, Sawtelle and Duffy, con- 


sisting of father, mother and son, but 
it was when he teamed with Fred 
Sweeney that he clicked. However, 
with Mercedes Lorenz, he was also 
among vaudeville’s select. 

There are many stories about 
Duffy and Sweeney because of their 
propensities to over-imbibe. They 
split a number of times but always 

It wasn’t generally known that 
Duffy was a prolific writer of stage 
material. The royalties from that 
source was held to be partly respon- 
sible for his boozing. He wrote for 
Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ and many 
vaude acts. 

One of the funniest stories about 
the pair concerned an appearance in 
New Orleans, when they walked out 
after Duffy promised that his part- 
ner would beat up the cold audi- 
ence with a baseball bat. At one 
time when the ‘rap’ was on, he ob- 
tained a kid stooge and haunted the 
late E. F. Albee for days. Finally, 
getting the ear of the manager, he 
pointed to the lad and asked: ‘Are 
you going to let him starve?’ In 
that way he secured a route for the 
duo, then sent the kid home. 

On stage the team called each 
other ‘Mr. Duffy and Mr. Sweeney.’ 
It is believed among pros that that 
inspired the Gallagher and Shean 

















routine. Duffy and Sweeney, too, at 
one time appeared in Ziegfeld’s 
‘Follies.’ 





B-K to Show Big Prods. 
In Chi, Replacing Variety 


Chicago, March 14. 

Big production shows for the 
Stete-Lake will be inaugurated early 
next month, according to plans set 
b: Balaban & Katz. Leon Miller, 
former producer with A. B. Marcus, 
has been brought in to handle the 
preduction. 

Shows will go in for scenery, cos- 
tumes and plenty of girls. It marks 
a decision on the part of B.&K. to 
introduce big production ideas and 
novelty at both the State-Lake and 





Chicago after a run of straight 











DIANA WARD 


Now in My Second Month in 


Alexandria. Contracts extended in 
Greece till end of April. 

March 15 appearing at Command 
Performance before the King and 
Queen of Egypt—A Rare Honor. 

Back in Alexandria in May to 
open the Summer Casino, making 
the fourth month. 

Direction: 

COCONUT GROVE, LONDON 


Daylight Romps 
In After - Dark 


Spots Encouraged 


Chicago, March 14. 

Matinee performances in nite clubs 
are exciting interest of dine-dance 
entrepreneurs. Two best examples 
here are the Blackhawk cafe with 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon ses- 
sions and the Drake hotel just in- 
stalling similar policy since Wayne 
King orchestra came in. 

Other night clubs may adopt idea. 
With the cafes finding a new well of 
coin in the Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon shots, the nitery operators 
are now considering seriously the 
possibility of slapping in some mati- 
nees during the week-days, running 
from noon to 2 to snatch the young 
luncheon mob for a quick hour or 
two, and the 5-to-7 period to snare 
‘em for a ‘cocktail dance.’ 

In all, the indications point to a 
desire on the part of the nitery 
operators to make their business 
more than strictly an after-dark 
hangout, but to stretch the clock of 
the operating time in such a manner 
as to increase their gross potential 
by at least 50%. 


Strike Threat 























(Continued from page 3) 





changes which have _ projection 
rooms, or out of laboratories, where 
employed. 

The procedure, in such an event, 
could be that these exchanges and 
laboratories or studios, home offices, 
etc., would be declared unfair and 
the IA would issue a road-call. This 
road-call, in turn, would have the 
effect of removing from the same 
places of employment (exchanges, 
studios, labs, etc.) all other help of 
locals in the IA. Since all exchange 
workers are now organized under the 
IA, this would remove all handlers, 
inspectors, winders, shippers, etc. 
Others affected could be lab workers, 
studio technicians, stagehands, 
cameramen, etc., where employed by 
distributors, or, for instance, in labs 
which handle printing or other work | 
of distributors. 

Whether or not operators might 
also be called out of theatres oper- 
ated by distributors is some‘thing that 
must remain theory at the present. 
Also, there could be the refusal of 
exchange workers to handle any film 
that would be going out to non-union 
theatres, or those classed as unfair 
by the IA. 


Back to Burley 


Youngstown, O., March 14. 

The Grand, formerly the Princess, 
after two weeks of musical tab, has 
returned to burlesqu2. House oper- 
ates evenings only week days and 
grinds all day Sunday. 

Prices have been reduced to l5c 
for the balcony and 25c for orches- 
tra. Bills are changed weekly. 
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RKO, Flushing, in Try for Expo Coin 
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Stages for Brandts 


Clark Robinson, stage director at 
the Roxy, New York, for seven 
years and former art director at the 
Radio City Music Hall, will direct 
new name bandfilm policy at the 
Brandts’ Flatbush, Brooklyn. Gets 
under way Friday (17). 

Red Norvo-Mildred Bailey are 
heading the opening show. ‘Edge of 
the World,’ British-made, will be the 
film. 


PREP NEW CASA 
REVUE POLICY 


Due to necessary alterations to the 
stage and bandstand, Billy Rose is 
closing his Casa Manana on Broad- 
way after the last show Saturday 
night (18) until April 6, when a 
revue-type of presentation replaces 
the current vaudeville policy. 

Rose originally planned to hold 
most of the current show, headlin- 
ing Willie and Eugene Howard until 
April 6, but found that would stymie 
the alterations. The stage will have 
to be changed to hold the new show’s 
massive scenery, while the band- 
stand will be spotted at one side, as 
it was when the theatre-cabaret was 
operated as the French Casino, 

A couple of acts in the current 
show walked out last week, after 
finishing two-week bookings, rather 
than take a salary cut. They were 
the Andrews Sisters (3), who were 
not replaced, and Mario and Floria, 
for whom Gomez and Winona sub- 
stituted. Gene Austin and Candy 
and Coco’s option was not lifted, so 
they went out also. 

The Casa Manana, like most of the 
niteries in the depressed pre-N. Y. 
Fair period, has been suffering at 
the b. o. Grosses the past few weeks 
have been off considerably, the thea- 
tre-cabaret reputedly operating in 
the red. On the other hand, Rose’s 
popular-priced Diamond Horseshoe, 
in the Paramount hotel, is about the 
only spot in N. Y. maintaining a 
high b.o. average. 


DOYLE SETUP WOULD 
GLOBE-TOUR U.S. ACTS 


Sydney, Feb. 25. 

Famous Artists and Production 
Agency, under the direction of 
Stuart F. Doyle, and headed by Joe 
Lipman, are set to import top acts 
from the U. S. on a route covering 
Australia, Honolulu, South Africa, 
Mediterranean ports and England. 

Understood that Doyl’es agency 
will spot players here for Hoyts, 
Snider-Dean, Greater Union and 
Musgrove, mostly in connection 
with stage presentations in the ace 
picture theatres. First major book- 
ing is Jan Rubini, who’s due to open 
for Hoyts at the Regent, Sydney, 
this Easter. Doyle recently opened 
an office in Melbourne to cover ac- 
tivities in that spot. It’s Doyle’s in- 
tention to provide acts with a com- 
plete circle of the globe. 


Pitt Colored Nitery 
Switches to Bands 


Pittsburgh, March 14, 

Town’s single colored nitery, the 
Harlem Casino, switches from big 
floor productions to sepia name 
bands shortly. Acts as a result will 
be reduced from an even dozen to 
three or four, with orchestra sup- 
plying most of floor entertainment. 
First slated to come in are McKin- 
ney’s Cotton Pickers, opening a two- 
week stay March 24. 

Orchestras will come in at fort- 
night intervals with Fletcher Hen- 
derson, Ear] Hines, Erskine Haw- 
kins and possibly Chick Web* slated 
to follow, which will carry Casino 
into the late spring, when it usually 
folds for the warm months. 























Gloria Rich was _ inadvertently 
omitted from the review of the New 
York Strand last week. Dancer is 
t' getaway cog in the show. Opens 
with a nice vocal and finishes with 
a well-executed tap done on her toes 





Detroit, March 14. 

United Detroit Theatres (Par) is 
testing out vaude again, with pros- 
pects it might spread to several 
houses of the chain. Initial venture 
is set for the Annex, 1,800-seat nabe. 
Abe Schiller, who’s handling UD 
vaude bookings, has set a five-act 
show for single night at the nabe as 
a test. One performance skedded 
between the regular double feature 
program at regular top of 30c. 

If successful at the Annex, figured 
a split-week policy will be worked 
out with the UD Ramona nabe. 
Should that prove coin-getter, UD 
will put Broadway-Capitol, down- 
town second and third-run dualer, 
on a full-week flesh basis. 

Schiller reports banquet bookings 
currently at the highest peak in 
many moons, with many auto com- 
panies requesting flesh for dealer 
gatherings, etc. 

The Wilson, long idle legiter here, 
| Plans two-a-day vaude, with acts 
| booked by the William Morris office. 
| No date for the opening, has been 
| set. 





| RKO’s Flushing, Queens, figuring 
'to cash in on the probable crowds 
drawn to that borough by the 
World’s Fair, is instituting a two- 
| day vaude policy starting March 22. 
The Wednesday-Thursday bookings 
may be amplified later to a split- 
week policy. 

The Flushing once was RKO’s 
major vaude spot in Queens. 

House in the beginning will play 
low-budget shows currently in vogue 
at the circuit’s Madison, Brooklyn, on 
Fridays only. Probable now that the 
layouts will play the Flushing and 
Madison as a three-day route. 


L. A. NITERY REOPENS 
PENDING UNION DEAL 


Los Angeles, March 14. 
The Biltmore Bowl, with Larry 
Kent’s orchestra, is making another 
try, for two weeks, pending further 
negotiations with the musicians 
union, 











Indpls. Club Reopens 
Indianapolis, March 14. 

Plantation Club, near here, has 
been reopened after being closed 
more than a year ago on gambling 
charges. 

Johnny Burkarth orchestra is cur- 
rently playing, with Barbara Parks, 
Manno and Stafford, Sinclair Twins 
and C. Ray Smith in support. 


Stockholm Vauder Set 
For Summer Season 


Stockholm, March 2. 

A. B. Svenisk Filmindustri opened 
the China Music Hall, variety house 
here, for the summer season 
yesterday (1). 

On the bill are Joe Jackson, 
the tramp cyclist; Five Rafnistas 
Bros., Luisita Leers, Frank Eders, 
Ruth Hazen, George Andre Martin, 
Rolly Rolls, 3 Dancing Dolls, Will 
and Gladys Ahern, Elisabeth and 
Belladami and Rollo with Earle and 
Carroll. 


Jailed in Fraud 


St. Louis, March 14, 

Madeline N. Smith, 32, nitery en- 
tertainer, known as Princess Neioma 
Sioux, was jugged here last week 
after Assistant Circuit Attorney Jo- 
seph M. Walsh issued a warrant 
charging she obtained $1,000 on false 
pretenses from Mrs. Rose Goldenson 
in an oil lease deal. 

In issuing the warrant Walsh 
charges that Miss Smith sold Mrs. 
Goldenson an interest in oil prop- 


erty she claimed she held on prop- 
erty near Clinton, IIL Reported that 
Miss Smith’s option for a lease on 
the property had expired. 


$0. AFRICAN DATES 
Cape Town, Feb. 23. 
African Consolidated Theatres has 
booked the following acts for a So. 
African tour: 
Duncan Sisters, Albert Sandler 
Trio, Cookie Bowers, Freddie Bam- 

















in ballet style. Costuming is good. 


berger, Wilson Keppel and Betty, 
and Hatton and Manners. 
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Night Club Reviews 








VICTOR HUGO 


(BEVERLY HILLS) 





Beverly Hills, March 11. 
Chill Wills, Lois Wallner, Three 
Rockets, Dub Taylor, Fritz & Jean 
Huber, Cliff Nazarro, Joaquin Garay, 
Carmine, Skinnay Ennis orch. (13). 








One of the smartest rooms in town, | 
this John Steinberg enterprise has 


and Sunday nights are sellouts when | 


other nitery operators are asking for 
crying towels. 


By the simple expedient of bring- | 
ing in talent on the Sabbath eve to) 
perform in showease fashion, Stein- | 


berg has a draw attraction that 
doesn't weigh on the bankroll. Per- 
formers jump at the chance to show 
their wares, fully cognizant that they 
are being watched by producers, 
directors, front office execs and tal- 
ent scouts. They work for a pittance, 


All in Stride 


Philadelphia, March 14. 
It’s just one job after another 
for Glen Dale, who recently 
wound up as choir director for 
Aimee Semple MacPherson. 
Last Thursday (9) he opened 
as m.c. at Benny the Bum’s, 
nitery here. 











_ A 


| with the tag of Carmine alternates 
on the vocale Ennis has the room 
|all to himself on other nights, Sun- 
| day being the only show time. 
Couvert at all times is one buck, 





things pretty much its own way here! but charge it off to personal audition. | with the dinner going for $2. Studes 


in Beverly Hills, which nestles within} 
the limits of L. A. With a little ap-'! 
plied showmanship, Steinberg has) 
converted a class eatery 


Steinberg knows the night crowd 
and what they like. He's spent a 
good part of 30 years in the biz and 


glamour spot without sacrificing any) Trocadero with the long success that ‘ } 
of its rep. Patronage heavy from the| spot enjuyed. At Victor Hugo he has} and most of the picture and radio 
local mob, which takes in the creme} 3; a partner Walter Guzzardi, long a| mob use the catermg servace. Room 
de la creme of the picture colony, | New York hotel man. 














AUSTRALIA and 
NEW ZEALAND 


ARTISTS DESIRING A PLEASANT 


TRIP TO the Antipodes and the 
South Seas should communicate with 
the RECOGNIZED BOOKING 


AGENCY FOR AUSTRALASIA, 


Australian conditions provide for 2 
shows only daily and no Sunday 
work. Send lowest salaries, all par- 


ticulars, dates and photos to 


FAMOUS ARTISTS AND 
PRODUCTION AGENCY 
Stuart F. Doyle, Managing Director 


State Theatre Building, Sydney 
Cables—“Featurus,” Sydney 





New York Representative— 


M. L. WILLSON 


Walker & Redman, 39 Broadway, 
New York 











| 


Emeee chores on the night caught 
|were handled by Chill Wills, film 
factor with a hillbilly twang. He 
might have worked up a good turn 
with Dub Taylor, of like propensities. 
| but let the latter shift for himseif 
| with some corny story-telling, a few 
whacks at a xylophone and the 
mouthing of a harp. Three Rockets 
are dusky tappers whose best efforts 
| were drowned out by Skinnay Ennis’ 
brass section. Fritz and Jean Huber 
(brother and sister) scored with 
their rowdy drunk act. No longer 
a novelty is Cliff Nazarro’s double- 
talk. Like an old vaude act it never 
changes. Best of the warblers is 
'Lois Wallner, a high note specialist. 
Joaquin Garay does a good job of 
|selling his numbers, particularly 
‘Ferdinand the Bull.’ He might have 
| effected his native Mex habilaments 
|with good results, but maybe he’s 
|not looking for a picture job. 

Skinnay Ennis pours out the jig 
,tunes with a nice pace change. It 
| was at this spot that he got his start 
jas a bandman on a break-away from 
|Hal Kemp. His radio rep (Pepso- 
|dent) helps the draw, and the 
|femmes cotton to his barytoning. Gal 
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MANAGER 





RED LABEL, 


8 years old. 
BLACK LABEL, 
12 years old. 

Both 86.8 proof. 





I’M A MON ABOOT TOWN! 


Just ask for me at your 
favorite bar-r-r...and 


Pil gie ye a real treat! 


OHNNIE 


CANADA DRY GINGER ALE, INC., NEW 


It’s sensible to stick with 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 


|get special rate on Friday nights 
| when they pour in en masse. Only 
grotto in town where everything else 


into a} is credited in his management of the) 5 incidental to the food. Spot gets 


a terrific tunch and banquet play, 


holds 400 and is restful in spite of 
lits ornate appointments. Helm. 


CHASE CLUB 


(HOTEL CHASE, ST. LOUIS) 


St. Louis, March 10. 
Consolo & Melba, 3 Trojans, Buddy 
Moreno, Monte Kelly, Griff Wil- 
liams’ orch (9). 


With Lent in full stride in this 
predominently Catholic town, niteries 
are doing their best to keep biz on 
an even keel. Operators are not go- 
ing overboard in booking talent, but 
are resorting to the printed word to 
keep the customers coming. Popu- 
larity of ballroom dance teams with 
operators, even though some cus- 
tomers dissent, goes on unabated, 


the three class 
such a combo. 


At this spot Consolo & Melba are 
exponents of ball room terpsichorean 


their work is no better or worse than 
predecessors seen during current sea- 
son. The exception is an American 
version of the rhumba done at a 
dizzy pace. 


Limited by the small working 
space, the 3 Trojans, a tumbling act, 
show excellent timing by not somer- 
Saulting into the laps of the ring- 
side diners. Buddy Moreno, a guitar- 
ist with the band, doubles nicely as 
singer, being particularly apt with 
‘Could Be.’ Monte Kelly, trumpeter, 
also does some tenoring. Griff Wil- 
liams, who m.c.’s the show with the 
fewest adjectives possible, has a sock 
turn on the ivories when the tooters 
pour forth ‘Deep Purple.’ Sahu. 


MARINE ROOM 


(Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chi.) 








Chicago, March 10. 
Ramos & Nanette, Mary Sackley, 
Harriet Smith Girls, Herbert Foote, 
Stuart Fraser, Billy Scott, Eugenia 
McGee, Jay Mills orch. 





For a big, class nitery in a big, 
class hotel this 1,400-seat room hard- 
ly gives its patrons the type of stuff 
that’s needed. Fortunately Mills and 
his aggregation work so hard and so 
effectively that they manage to make 
up a great deal for the ineffectual 
floor show. 

Latter consists of a fair ballroom 
team, Ramos and Nanette, who 
waltz, tango and rhumba. Appear- 
ance is excellent, but the routines 
could be brightened up consider- 
ably. House line is pretty good, 
coming through with some solid 
numbers, especially the closing strut 
routine. Mary Sackley is an eyeful, 
and a warbler with a satisfying pair 































BORN 1820... 
still going strong 


WALKER 


YORK, N. ¥Y.; SOLE DISTRIBUTOR 





routines, and except in one instance 


of tonsils used on novelty tunes 
which she puts over nicely. é 
But for the salvation of the entire 
affair there is only the valiant work 
of the Jay Mills boys. They give 
out with real entertainment in spite 


of sad handicaps. Room itself 
needs plenty of ement and 
redecoration. Staging is woefully 





weak and drab. 

| That Mills is able to top most of 
‘these disadvantages is distinctly to 
his credit. Mills himself has plenty 
of personality and showmanship. In 
addition, he has assembled an or- 
chestra that is a novelty with its 
modulated instrumentation, stressing 
strings and reeds rather than brass. 
Stand-out item is the occasional use 
of seven violins, including one 
played by Mills himself. 

Orchestra shapes itself into a glee 
club from time to time. It is good 
stuff, with Mills doing the choral 
directing neatly. In the solo depart- 
ment, Eugenia McGee is a. class 
singer, with great pipes in a low 
|register. From the band, Stuart 
Fraser hits ’em with a tenor, while 





Billy Scott comes through in a bari- 

tone. Both suitable. 
Herbert Foote plays the organ | 
pleasantly at intermission time. 
Gold. | 


CAFE SOCIETY, N. Y. 


Meade Lux Lewis, Pete Johnson, 
Albert Ammon, Jack Gilford, Joe 
Turner, Billie Holliday, Frank New- 
ton’s orch. 


| 











Designed as a satire on the up- 
town silver spoon set, this Village 
spot is attracting plenty of attention | 
on another score. It has managed | 
to gather under one roof, three top 
exponents of boogie-woogie, Meade 
Lux Lewis, Albert Ammon and Pete} 
Johnson. Like the two warblers, | 


and it’s a rare week when one Of| Joe Turner and Billie Holliday, and 
spots doesn’t havé| Frank Newton’s band (8), they're | 


all colored. Only ofay portion of; 
the show is Jack Gilford, m.c. | 
Although the fame of the trio of | 
b.-w. pianologists is centered mainly 
in those lovers of hot jazz (not to be | 
confused with jitterbugs) who have 
been listening to their discs for 
years, current interest in this type | 
of music and waxings is picking up | 
apace and attracting trade. Even to! 
those whose knowledge of boogie- 
woogie is as vague as thermody- 
namics or astrophysics, »veat of the 
pianos when the whole trio get go- | 
ing together is irresistible. Their | 
unusual playing is not only inter- | 
esting, but good entertainment. 
Gilford is over-gabby in his in- 
troes, although he might forget some | 
of his other spiel in favor of a short 
explanation to the patrons of exactly | 


what it is they are about to hear ang 
what to listen for. In his 
his material shows considerably more 
thought and imaginatioh than the 
average m.c., but doesn't get him far 
Personable in a way, his forte is hig 
mimicry, mostly in pantomime. 

For the warbling of the two vocal. 
ists, the mike is set aside. Joe 
Turner’s pipes are strictly of the 
low-down school. With its peculiar 
phrasing and lack of tune, this type 
of b.-w. shouting takes considerable 
cultivation of taste to be really ap- 
preciated. Same is true, although 
not so markedly, of Billie Holliday 
femme. She does ‘Summertime’ and 
‘Jeepers, Creepers’ in the more Pop- 
ular vein. 

The ivory-thumpers wind up the 
show, each soloing at the start. Then 
in duets, and finally two on one 
piano and the other on a second, al] 
together. Instruments have their 
fronts off, revealing hammers and 
strings. Johnson gets more tune into 
his work, while Ammon stands out 
for his fine technique and effortless 


(Continued on page 47) 
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FORSYTHE, SEAMON and 
FARRELL 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














ANY PERSON knowing the where- 
abouts of James Mackennd, vaude- 
vitle actor, born Toronto, Canada, 
abeut fifty-twe years age, complexion 
fair, height sabeut five feet nine 
inches, last heard of in New York 
City about 1918, conducting vaude- 
ville troupe “Jim Mack & Company,” 
eommunicate at onee with Jehan W. 
Rowland, Barrister-at-Law, 330 Bay 
Street, Toronto, Canada. 








Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


AL ZIMMEY 


Pinch- Hitting 
606 CLUB, CHICAGO 


Batting Average .350 
Thanks to Sammy Clark 





























JOHNNY WOODS 
PANSY THE HORSE}; - - - - 
THE STAPLETONS 


COUNT BERNIVICI UNIT - - 


CARROLL and HOWE - - - 
OXFORD BOYS - ----- - 
3 ere 
CATHERINE WESTFIELD - - 
_ . eoesam 


BOB BROMLEY ----- - - 


Booked and Now Playing Through 


JACK DAVIES OFFICE 


MILTON BERGER, Associate 
Following Acts 


EUNICE HEALEY - - - - - - - - STANLEY, PITTSBURGH 


ROBBINS BROS. and MARGE - KEITH, BOSTON 


- - ROXY, NEW YORK 
- - SHEA’S TORONTO 


- - PALACE, CHICAGO 

- - LOEW'S, MONTREAL 
- - LYRIC, INDIANAPOLIS 
- - LYRIC, INDIANAPOLIS 
- - KEITH, BOSTON 


- - HIPPODROME, LONDON 
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Suite 2212, RKO Building, Radio City, New York 
Phone Clirele 6—7590-7591 
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Ygor and Tanya 


Dancers 


Appearing at 


Earl Carroll’s 


Hollywood Theatre 


20th Century-Fox 
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MINOR and ROOT 
HOLLYWOOD BEACH HOTEL, FLA. 
FOR TWO WEEKS 
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don’s Dogs, Rolf Holbein, 
Pend aorile, Ross & Stone, Walter 
Powell’s orch, Ruby Zwerling’s house 


orch.; ‘Topper Takes a Trip’ (UA). 





vaudeville with the vim omitted 
prevails this week at this Loew’s 

Wallop is never delivered. 
ony Ross vith Maxine Stone and 
walter Powell's orchestra (New 
vats) are the comedy standbys. The 
jormer turn has been around for a 
long time, is amusing In an ambling, 
unchless, ingratiating | style, but 
not an act to rescue a bill that can't 
exercise much potency in its own 
right. Powell is an unripe fruit off 
that tree of hokum = _ carefully 
brought to bright blossom over a 

riod of years by Frank and Milt 

ritton, of whom Powell is an 
alumnus. 

The three-sheets mention only 
Kitty Carlisle (New Acts) as the| 
headliner. She discharges her part of 
the entertainment with the solid 
command of an artist who uses a 
nice voice to telling advantage. 

Following Maestro Zwerling’s ap- 
pearance in the trench, the program 
ets started slowly with Al Gor- 
on’s dogs. Slowly, because it’s all 
comedy stalling the first half of the 
turn, which is entertainment ex- 
tracted from the situation of noth- 
ing happening. Gordon’s showman- 
ship is clever and disarming, and, 
barring some _ repetitiousness_be- 
yond the point of amusement, his 
act is in safe, broad terms of pop 
diversion. Act comes up to a lively 
steam-kettle tempo for the finale, 
and got the best laughs on the bill 
in that fast 120 seconds before the 
bends. 

There’s a stage wait before the 
Rolf Holbein act. This stage wait 
is partly a result of Benny Ross 
being in a state of emergency need 
for new material. However great 
his poise—and it is great—he sim- 
ply cannot get any results for him- 
self or a vaude bill by idly standing 
ona corner, so to speak, waiting 
for somebody to come along to in- 
spire a wisecrack. 

Of course, this stall is probably 
primarily to set up the gadgetry 
used by Rolf Holbein. Even so, a 
comic around as long as Ross and 
called upon as often to fill in or 
m.c., ought to be over the plate 
right off. 

Rolf Holbein’s novelty has been 
geen too frequently to require ex- 
tended notice. Suffice that it 
pleased. Land. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, March 12. 
Ted Allen, Gene Sheldon, Carole 
Manners, Del Rios, James Barton, 
Roxyettes, house line; ‘The Okla- 
homa Kid’ (WB). 








Six acts hit a new high in novelty 
menu this week to give the house a 
smooth, varied and spectacular re- 
vue. Altogether either Gene Sheldon 
or James Barton could have been 
used as emcee, spot is sticking to its 

pular stunt of using sets of two, 

ree and four line gals for multiple 
Swroductions and background atmos- 
phere. 


Line opens in gingham dresses for 
swell hillbilly number, mixing barn 
dance, rube taps and touches of can- 
can. Gals fall back on full staye 
for Ted Allen, champ horseshoe 
tosser, in satin cowboy garb with 
Similarly costumed stooge. Allen 
runs gamut of barnyard golf stunts, 
including pitching ringers with 
blanket between himself and pin. 
Wind-up has stooge lying on back 
holding two paper hoops through 
which Allen flings ringers. 


Trio of gais introduce Gene Shel- 
dron, who wanders out before trav- 
elers for nut pantomime, including 
hat sticking on curtain. Spies banjo 
on chair and goes into pop medley, 
featuring quiet, slow rhythms build- 
ing to spectacular finale. Gal in eve- 
ning dress comes on on bow and drags 
Sheldon back for more dope panto- 
mime, highlighted by nut stunts syn- 
chronized with drummer and riot- 
Ous gag of pulling hair from gal’s 
head and sewing fingers together. 

Carole Manners warbles ‘Penny 

€renade’ and ‘Gianina Mia’ in 
strong, clear soprano to good results. 

iss Manners next takes side mike 
to do ‘Deep Purple’ during effective 
line number with gals on two tiers 
working out ostrich fan formations 
under changing lights. contrasts get- 
ting repeated applause. Del Rios then 
move out, two men in tuxedos and 
fal in red evening-gown pajamas, 
for sophisticated acrobatics. Trio 
skirts around conventional hand- 
stands, et al, to achieve swell balance 
and leverage poses, effect heichtened 
by fact that gal works in middle of 
three-high stuff. Finish has gal 
Standing on shoulders with man do- 
ing handstand on her hipbones: Well 
received, 

James Barton bares out to go into 
slow rhythm warbling of ‘Alexan- 
der’s Ragtime Band.’ Follows with 
enactment of ‘Mike Donovan,’ who 

4s an imaginary fight with a mad 
dog and gets successively pie-eved, 
lit, stiff and numb in tour of bar- 
rooms, one of longest sustained im- 


vaude and one which holds audience 
throughout. Finishes with slow 
rhythm tap and swell soft-shoe struts. 
Travelers open on full stage with 
gals in short biue and white gingham 
dresses who climb atop eight-foot 
ladders for informal teeter number 
in which one gal who repeatedly falls 
off has house in stitches. All topple 
off for finale to good comedy close. 
Biz okay. Craig. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, March 11. 
_Kay Kyser orch, Sully Mason, Vir- 
ginia Simms, Harry Babbitt, Ishkabib- 
ble; ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(WB). 








There’s no doubt that both Kay 
Kyser and the Palace will wind up 
with a boom week, striking the 
richest pay-dirt of the season for this 
RKO de luxer. 
Darling Daughter,’ a natural because 
of censor publicity, it’s a bonanza 
draw. 


Besides stampeding the young 
swingsters, Kay brings out a gang of 
comparative old-timers who remem- 
ber back to the 1920’s when Charlie 
Tend boosted him into big-time at 
the old Bamboo Gardens on his local 
bow. 


Slump threatened opening por- 
tion of Kyser’s show on. this 
viewing when for nearly five min- 
utes the bandmaster couldn’t get any 
volunteers for ‘Musical Class’ quiz. 
Afternoon crowd of youngsters was 
too awed or naive about such stunts 
until Kyser turned on a high-pres- 
sure stream of nutty gags, mugging 
and everything but nip-ups. That 
bowled ’em over, but Kyser has 
found out since that all matinee 
audiences in these pastures are as 
bad as Missouri mules in breaking 
down. Has to do a lot of quip-re- 
vamping to get the patrons sold, but 
once they’re sold, they stay hot for 
the rest of show. 


Majority of quiz contestants 
picked by drawn ticket-stub num- 
bers proved to be either screwballs 
or dumbbells about musical matters. 
Made it tougher on Kyser, but re- 
sulted in unexpected laughs when 
he had to cut up monkeyshines to 
give them a hint. Mix-up by judges 
was neatly covered by emcee going 
into mad jitterbug with a $3 win- 
ner. Although there weren’t any 
stooges among contestants, one de- 
liberately planted for some straight 
horse-play would tide over the 
slower spots. 


This radio-patterned portion, de- 
spite its kidding and spontaneity, is 
too much of a contrast to musical 
section in pace. Band gets off with 
a high-geared version of ‘F. D. R. 
Jones’ and has a sock even in its 
standard numbers. 
emphasized clowning with alligators, 
put wisely cut it down later, not 
wanting to satiate the customers, 

Virginia Simms is easily the neat- 
est eyeful with warmest set of 
trained vocal chords that house has 
had decorating a band this semester. 
High-lighting ‘St. Louis Blues’ and 
‘Deep Purple’ smartly, she also turns 
‘Umbrella Man’ into a clicker with 
Harry Babbitt’s top-notch help. 
Ishkabibble and Sully Mason add a 
couple of able comedy numbers, but 
for chuckles they aren’t up _ to 
Kyser’s brand of mugging. Pullen. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 11. 
Doris Rhodes; Bud Harris & Co.; 
Gilbert Bros. Carroll & Howe; 
Chester Hale Girls; ‘You Can’t Cheat 
An Honest Man’ (U). 





Current show consists of four 
vaude acts and a line of girls for a 
nice entertainment blend. Doris 
Rhodes carries the singing end and 
strongly. She has appearance, a pair 
of pipes, delivery, showmanship and 
a song called ‘Deep Purple,’ which 
impressed the audience at this view- 
ing. 

The Chester Hale girls are be- 
ginning to go with the lease here. 
They are on three times with three 
fairish routines, but they are 24 
strong and 24 girls make a flash. 
Gilbert Brothers are standard and 
clean-cut with their bar acrobatics. 
They make a nifty appearance and 
work with neat precision, giving 
them a head start with any audi- 
ence. Are suitable for any vaude 
stage and can fit in on many a 
nitery floor. 

Pace and material are an imme- 
diate necessity for Carroll and Howe. 
Miss Carroll really has something to 
offer with her fine sense of comedy, 
but she must keep moving forward 
at this time. Should cut out the 
kibitzing with the orchestra and tend 
to the job at hand. The team has 
come along in good fashion with 
their crossfire and dancing during 
the past three years or so, but now 
they need a brush-up for that added 
lift. 

Bud Harris and company are now 
four people and they turn in a fast 
colored comedy act which garners 
plenty of laughs. It’s a general mix- 
ture of gags, songs and dances, but 
it all adds up to variety entertain- 
ment. 

Business was okay at the last show 





Personations attempted in local 


Friday (10). Gold. 


Backed by ‘Yes, My | 


Kyser originally | 


ADELPHI, LONDON 


London, March 4. 
Max Miller, Florence Desmond, 
Maurice Colleano Co. (5), Cyril 
Fletcher, Stanley, Eddie & Mae, Ross 
& Bennett, Boy Foy, Batie & Foster, 
Marian Pola Co. (3), Adelphi Ballet, 
Tex Shamva Co. (3). 








Current show is _ practically 
straight vaudeville, and as such it 
has more than a fighting chance. 
Opening is ‘The Powder Puff,’ just 
an opening flash, in which the Sher- 
man Fisher gals use white muffs for 
shadow boxing. Ross and Bennett, 
who follow, are worthy of a better 
spot. Gladys Bennett is cutely zany, 
with a laugh that’s infectious, while 
Joe Ross is a perfect foil. Following 
them is Boy Foy, who goes through 
the whole juggling gamut atop a 
unicycle. The juggling alone would 
do him credit on terra firma. Very 
good response. 

Florence Desmond in a series of 
mimicry is still the best in her line 
here. Best are her Bergner, Hep- 
burn, Courtneidge and Matthews. In 
the last, which is her encore, she 
does a ‘burn-up’ with the orchestra 
for playing too fast for her dance. 
Most outfronters thought this was 
tactless. (Orchestra is led by Dick 
Crean, former Palladium maestro, 
considered one of the best in his 
line.) 

Pola, Trixie and Jean open with 
waltz, then Trixie goes into a con- 
tortion routine, fair, with Pola fol- 
lowing with steps to the ‘Chauve- 
Souris’ ‘Wooden Soldier.’ Act is a 
holdover from last week. Likewise 
holding over are Batie and Foster, 
colored duo, who gab a la Joe Miller. 
Their turn is redeemed by some 
good steps, especially by Batie. 

Stanley, Eddie and Mae, latter 
|from the now defunct Kafka, Stan- 
ley and Mae act, a former American 
standard trapeze turn, use a good 
part of the former routine, but are 
nowhere as showmanly. Definitely 
belong to an opening spot. 

Cyril Fletcher, also here last week, 
is somewhat of a radio name. His 
pseudo Oxford accent was liked by 
a goodly portion of the house at this 
catching, but many looked askance. 
Maurice Colleano Co. (4) has been 
around here for a few seasons. Of- 
fering is a flash, comprising fast 
stepping, acrobatics and contortions 
of the best. Maurice is the head 
man, supplying most of the comedy, 
which is very effective. A laugh hit 
comedy balloon dance by Maurice, 
in femme attire, and George. 

Max Miller, in for a fortnight, is a 
natural in the next-to-closing niche. 
Has that intimacy and aggressive- 
ness which the English love. Always 
on the blue side, but is so disarming 
it gets him away in most spots. Tex 
Shamva Co., man and two women. 
close with some lariat throwing and 
rope spinning that’s ancient. Rege. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 11. 
Jan Garber orch. (13), Vicki Allen, 
Fritz Heilbron, Frederic & Yvonne, 
Lee Bennett, George Givot, Three 
i 7% “They Made Me a Criminal’ 
( “ 


This show, built around the Garber 
orchestra, lacks the flash and show- 
manship that give lustre and an at- 
mosphere of pretentiousness to simi- 
lar presentations of other name 
bards. Perhaps that’s why it appears 
to evoke only a comparatively mild 
response, although it’s pleasing en- 
tertainment. As Garber himself ex- 
plains, it’s very informal. Even the 
orchestra arrangements and rendi- 
tions seem to eschew showiness, and 
Garber, in his capacity as m.c. and 
conductor, refrains from all didoes. 

Aggregation, although heavy on 
brasses, confines itself almost entirely 
to the sweeter, quieter rhythm, play- 
ing the familiar old standbys in a 
rather conventional fashion. When 
it does go in for the swing stuff, how- 
ever, the jitterbugs find the proceed- 
ings much to their liking. 

Swing arrangement of ‘Martha’ is 
a good starter for the orchestra, fol- 
lowing which Vicki Allen, a looker, 
makes the first of two appearances, 
with difficult and novel tap routines 
ably executed. Later in the show 
she clicks with acro dancing featured 
by high back and front kicking and 
one-leg somersaults. 

Fritz Heilbron steps out of the or- 
chestra for an okay vocal during the 
Garber version of ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ 
Fredric and Yvonne, youthful and 
attractive dancers, combine a bit of 
adagio work and whirls and twists 
with their ballroom gliding. Return- 
ing near the end of the show, this 
boy and girl team sive the hepcats 
plenty to look at with some red-hot 
| swinging, climaxed trucking and like 
| terns. 

A comedy pianist has the orches- 
| tra’s assistance in musical tomfoolery 
'that works out well enough. Then 
| Lee Bennet. robust baritone from the 
| band, warbles ‘Say It Isn’t So’ and 

Down in New Orleans’ in ace style 

Orchestra’s smooth rendition of a 
|}medley of pop numbers paves the 
| way for George Givot. who discourses 
| emusingly in scrambled dialect anent 
| the ‘international siiuation.’ Patter is 
| food for a succession of chuckles. 
Some of his stories skirt the edge of 
| indigo, but they’re not too offensive. 
| Finishes with a song and dance bit 
|for an encore and stops the show. 
| Garber solos ‘Three o’Clock in the 
' Morning’ on the violin, preceding the 











Three Ryans, knockabout acrobatic 
comedians, whose burlesque adagio 
and slapstick provide plenty of belly 
laughs. Their oldish and bluishly 
tinged gags, however, are no asset to 
the act, which undoubtedly would 
create a better impression if it were 
restricted to the comedy spills, falls 
and rough physical stuff. 

For finale the band swings ‘Sweet 
Sue,’ but it’s too tame for a finish 
and leaves the customers cold. 

Biz good at the late Friday mati- 
nee performance. Rees. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

It’s practically all run-of-the-mill 
stuff, this week’s collection of news | 
clips. Were it not for a glimpse of 
the Japs taking Hainan (Metro), with 





lots of smoke in the background, one 
might gather the impression that all | 
is well with the world, on both the | 
foreign and domestic fronts. Any- | 
way, it looks as though the camera- 
men are enjoying a respite from ex- 
citement. 


The newsreel parade leads off with 
Paramount’s version of the opening 
formalities of the CIO-AFL parley, 
with words of reassurance from 
spokesmen of either camp and the 
Secretary of Labor, Francis Perkins. 
The Hainan bit comes soon after- 
ward, and then Fox takes over for a 
review of the Mediterranean situa- 
tion. First, it’s General Franco ex- 
changing salutes with his fleet and 
troops, and then the British King 
launching a ship. The projection of 
Franco’s pan inspires the only dis- 
play of audience reaction during the 
runoff, 


Patriotic themes score from two 
quarters: Fox’s report of Congress’ 
celebration of its 150th anniversary, 
with excerpts from the speeches of 
President Roosevelt and Chief Justice 
Hughes, and Pathe’s view of Massa- 
chusetts’s Governor Saltenstall put- 
ting the finishing touches to that 
state’s ratification of the Bill of 
Rights. It seems that Massachusetts 
had just discovered the oversight. 

The disaster department is repre- 
sented by a shot of the Halifax fire 
in which 35 perished (Par), a freight 
train wreck in S. Wales, N. Y., and 
Universal’s clip of a disabled British 
submarine ey ee by waves 
off the Isle of Wight. On the silly 
side there’s Lew Lehr (Fox) making 
dialect commentary for an exposition 
of chemically treated water on which 
even a duck can’t float, and the con- 
troversy between Maine and Phila- 
delphia chefs on how claim chowder 
should be made (Par). Likewise 
there’s the inevitable parade of bath- 
ing suit cuties and Miss Florida 1939 
(Fox). 

Baseball fans are reminded that 
spring is on the way through pick- 
ups from the training camps, with 
Pathe, Fox and Metro the contribu- 
tors. Other interesting spot bits are 
Fox’s coverage of the Widener han- 
dicap (Hialeah) and the $100,000 
Santa Anita race, plus Pathe’s high- 
lights of the latest Golden Gloves 
slappery (Madison Square — 

Co 





- ROXY, N. Y. 


Helen Reynolds Skating Girls (8), 
Pansy the Horse (3), Jayne Dover, 
The Stapletons (2), Johnny Woods, 
Gae Foster Girls (24), Paul Ash’s 
house orch.; ‘The Little Princess’ 
(20th), reviewed in Variety Feb, 22. 








The Roxy couples a fast-moving, 
49-minute stage show with the tech- 
nicolor ‘Little Princess.’ There are 
no names, Shirley Temple in the pic- 
ture figuring as plenty potent at the 
b. o., but there’s entertainment for 
the customers once they’re seated. 

One unusual feature of the flesh 
portion is the comedy derived in a 
house of this size. First, Pansy the 
Horse, standard for years, wows ’em; 
later a Woods gets a good 
measure of laughs with a series of 
imitations nicely tied together in a 
narration to e the curse off an 
overdone routine. Woods, incident- 
ally, was one of the first imitators of 
the radio well-knowns when in part- 
nership with one Jordan years ago. 
He’s also a quick repeat for this 
house, having played the Roxy only 
several weeks ago. 

The Stapletons, nice-looking mixed 
rhythm dancing team, on the order 
of Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers, also 
stand out with two routines. They’re 
just arrived from the Coast. In the 
opening slot, the Helen Reynolds 
Skating Girls (8), cued by the Gae 
Foster line, also on rollers, insure an 
annlause teeoff with standout tricks 
and whirling. 

Foster girls have two routines, one, 
in picture hats and flossy gowns, is 
very slow and overlong at the half- 
way mark. The second (finale) is 
highlighted by excellent costuming 
in kilts and good rhythm tapping, but 
doesn’t sustain the swing tempo set 
by Jayne Dover, the show’s vocalist. 
She’s preceded by two male bag- 
pipers and gives out with a heated 
‘Old McPherson Is Rehearsin’ to 
Swing,’ making way for the line. 
Latter’s dancing and precision are 
both very good, but the intricate 
hoofing slows ’em up, whereas a 
faster tempo would mean a smash 
curtain. 





— 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Chick Webb orch, Lindy Hoppers 
(6), Southernaires (4), Two Zephyrs 
Ella Fitzgerald; ‘Never Say Die 
(Par), reviewed in Variety, March 8. 


_Chick Webb’s band, despite its 
high ranking as a name ouifit, has 
primarily a jitterbug appeal not best 
suited to stage presentation, particu- 
larly with vaude acts. Also Webb 
himself lacks the lively personality 
of, say, an Ellington or a Calloway. 
Despite his skill as a drummer, that’s 
bound to limit his popularity. Fur- 
thermore, partnered with such a 
weak picture as ‘Never Say Die,’ it 
adds up to a pretty tepid bill. Only 
partially filled house for the last 
show Friday night (10) is the answer. 

Webb’s orchestra is an excellent 
example of the difficulty of taking 
a strong outfit out of its proper sur- 
roundings. Via the air or for a ball- 
room terping session the band is 
fiery stuff, calculated to send jitter- 
bugs into a frenzy. But where the 
visual element is present, as in the- 
atre appearances, Webb is at a dis- 
advantage. The aggregation makes 
only the tiniest gesture toward work- 
ing in comedy business and other bits 
of showmanship. Webb turns in a 
couple of torrid moments on the 
skins, but the rest of the time the 
boys just blast out rhythm. 


There’s a batoner agen in front 
of the band to supply stick-waving 
window dressing. Fellow otherwise 
acts as m.c., a stint at which he 
has much to learn, Music itself is 
good of its kind. It’s all blarey hot 
stuff, stressing the six-man brass sec- 
tion, with few variations in style or 
tempo. 


Featured vocalist with the band is 
Ella Fitzgerald, hefty torcher with 
a rousing style of selling a number. 
She has amanay | of voice, sure rhythm 
sense, knows how to build up a tune 
and can get the most out of a mike. 
Also has a forceful personality, but 
shows a tendency to overdo the cute 
mannerisms. Also lingers too long, 
making not-so forte impression when 
She cuts up away from the mike for 
a final hot stanza with the band. 
Offers four numbers on her own, of 
which ‘F.D.R. Jones’ would have 
been better if she’d stuck to the reg- 
ular tune. Even then it would be 
inferior to the original, a brilliantly 
staged production number in ‘Sing 
Out the News.’ 

Two Zephyrs, young male comedy 
pantomimics and dancers, scored a 
solid click at the show caught, hold- 
ing attention for just over 12 min- 
utes with an original and highly ef- 
fective turn. Open with a so-so bit 
of slam-bang stuff on a washboard 
and tin washtub, then go into the 
meat of the act, a slow-motion panto- 
mime sketch of a couple of dusky 
crap shooters winding up in a slug- 
fest and a razor and pistol ‘battle. 
Finale with an ultra slow hoofing 
routine, including a clever bit on a 
large sheet of wrapping paper. Act 
would go equally well in niteries and 
is a natural for spotting in a legit 
revue. 

Southernaires, male quartet, are 
a typical radio combo trying to make 
the grade in stage presentation. 
Their vocalizing is fair enough, but 
they need much more business to 
hold the eye to click in visual turns, 
When caught they offered four num- 
bers, which was just one too many. 
Opened with ‘My Blue Heaven,’ fol- 
lowed with a novelty arrangement of 
‘Boys of the Old Brigade’ and then 
veered into spiritual stuff, which 
was their best. They feature a tenor 
with a falsetto style. Other act on 
the bill is a flock of six Lindy Hop- 
pers, doing the usual hijinks, except 
that the group works in a defini 
routine. 

Show went on about 13 minutes 
ahead of schedule, but followed the 
stated running time of 58 meee. 

obe. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Cab Calloway orch (15), June 
Richmond, Maxie Armstrong, Berry 











Bros. (3), Johnny LaRue, Sandy 
Burns, George Wiltshire; ‘Harlem 
Rides the Range’ (Indie). 

Calloway is in home rt this 


week. Brakes are off, and the net 
result ranks among the best the 
Apollo has offered. Not from the 
angle of performers, but from per- 
formances. Act is essentially the 
same as on Calloway’s other yecent 
theatre dates, but here it lets go and 
uncoils into an informal and ene 
thusiastically received 85 minutes. 

House production wisely keeps the 
line and comedians under semi- 
wraps, handing almost the entire 
running-time to Calloway. Band is 
onstage behind a drop for a line try 
which opens, and the subsequent 
lone comedy turn by Larue, Burns 
and Wiltshire. Latter is laid in a 
funeral parlor and is based on the 
colored aversion to anything con- 
nected with graveyards. In short, 
it’s an embalming scene with Burns 
and Larue as scary helpers to under- 
taker, Wiltshire. As entertcinment 
iv’s lors than dubious, though it man- 
areas sor-2 laughs, and could easily 
» omer from the house list of 
skits. 

Calloway gets a kingly intro from 
the line when he blossoms to a full 
stage. He’s heralded by trumpeting 
pages, with the line supplementing 
that with vocal superlatives. Callo- 





Biz at last show opening night 
(Friday) was fair. Scho. 


(Continued on page 48) 


ler nanan tag ey! RRR ee: 


a TT a eS 


= 





scien ee ue 


dete cial inte apne entities, oe 


Nee ae ene 
ete te, oa 


ee ee 


es 
emery Lake ner rman ene 


oy age EES 
ga eS 


ro ae 


ee 


sanbesaptid ae 


Pe atte name ae 


46 





VARIETY 


———— 














NEXT WEEK (March 17) 
THIS WEEK (March 10) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 


State (16 
George Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Tomack & R Bros 


Eddie Peabody 
Florence Hin Low 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (24) 
Rhythm Rocket 
56 Jansleys 
John Eaton Co 
Clem McCarthy 
Lew Parker 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (15) 
Chick Webb Orc 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Jigsaw Jackson 
CHICAGO 
Chieage (17) 


Harriet Hoctor 
Hal Silvers 
Frank Gaby 


Galli Sis 

State Lake (17) 
Ben Blue Co 
Senator Murphy 








RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (16) 
Viola Philo 
Dale Verner 
Lida Anchutina 
William Dollar 
Nicholas Daks 
Ivan Triesault 
Marie Grimaldi 
Louise Fornaca 
Robert Laridium 
George Meyer 
Allan Stanley 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Erno Rapee Symph 
BOSTON 
Keith 
5 Elgins 
Peg Leg Bates 
Ross & Sione 
Florence & Alvarez 
Henny Youngman 


(16-19) 


CHICAGO 
Palace (17) 

Chester Hale Gls 

Gilbert Bros 

Carroll & Howe 

Doris Rhodes 

Bud Harris Co 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (17) 

Vincent Lopez Orc 

Abbott & Costello 

Patricia Ellis 

Betty Hutton 

Danny Drayson 

#10) 

Kay Kayser Orc 
COLUMBUS 
Proctor’s (10) 

Blackstone 

SCHENECTADY 
Proctor’s (16-18) 





lL, Armstrong Orc 





Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (17) 
Will Osborne Ore 

Milt Herth 3 
Sheila Barrett 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (17) 
Mae West Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (17) 
Hal Kemp Ore 
(10) 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Patricia Ellis 
Betty Hutton 
Abbott & Costello 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (17) 
Al Donahue Orc 
Ethel Shutta 
Ghezzis 


Harry Savoy Co 
(10) 

Ben Goodman Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Karle (17) 
Ben Goodman Orc 
(10) 

Ted Allen 

James Barton 

Gae Foster Gls 

Del Rios 

Gene Sheldon Co 

Carol Manners 
WILMINGTON 
Aldine (20-22) 

Earl Taylor Rev 

(ORK 

Strand (17-18) 

Burns, Mori’rity &D 

Neiss Tr 

(Two to fill) 











Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (16) 
Helen Reynolds Co 
Percival the Bull 

Stapletons 
Johnny Woods 
Jayne Dover 
ATLANTA 
Roxy (18-22) 
Charlie Masters 
Gene Austin 
Slim Timblin 
Del Rios 
BALTIMORE 
State (16-18) 
T.ouis & Oliver Sis 


Don Rice 
Norman & McK Rev 
(19-22) 


Fields & Depke 
A & M Haveli 
Royal Rey 
Hippodrome (17) 
Polinoffs & R Sis 
Ed Roecker 
Paul Syvdell & 8S 
Evans & Mayer 
(One to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (17-21) 
Joe Venuti Ore 
Tony Martin 
Ann, Dupree & L 
G & B Mason 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (17) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
(10) 


Nick T.wucas 
Vie Hyde 
3 Samuels & H 
Picchiani Tr 
Hickey Bros & A 
Catherine Westfield 
MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (10) 
Happy Felton Ore 
Ken Nealy 
Lorraine Barre 
Billy Gailbreth 
Marty Snerd 
Louise Dunn 
Hank Brown 
Marion Parker 
NEWARK 
Shubert (17) 
St Claire & Y 


Tip, Tap & T 
Burton & Kaye 
Faith Bacon 
Phil Regan 
Earl LaVere & W 
Gae Foster Gls 
Paramount (17) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Edna Janis 
Flying Whirlos 
Tryon Sis 
Bert Walton Co 
PATERSON 
Majestic (17-20) 
3 Cadets 
Grace Doro 
Fred Craig Jr 
Kirby & Duval 
Jchn Maxeilo Co 
(14-16) 
Rasso & Duval 
Power Bros & §S 
Phil Gordon Co 
Trent & Walker 
Dance Capers 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (17) 
Troy & Lynn 
Harry Stockwell 
Paul Kirkland 
4 Vespers 
Fays (16) 
Jack, Sills & C 
Hinda Wassau 
F & P Trado 
Texas & Walker 
Lonergan Gls 
PITMAN 
Bway (18 only) 
Fields & Depke 
Luby & Harris 
A & M Havel 
Royal Rev 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (17) 
Lightner & Rosella 
3 Harvards 
Jans & Vinton Rev 
Ted Lester 
Madame Melba 
Playhouse (15) 
Lorraine & Fisher 
Jackie Del Rio 
Benton Sis 
Joe Freede Co 
John Elliot 
Tatara 











London 








Week of 


Trocadero Rest. 
Hutch 
Billy Bennett 


Kaissa Robba 
Eddie Gray 
Adam & Troe Orc 


March 13 


Dominion 
Hutch 
Latasha & L’wrence 
Arnaut Bros 
CLAPHAM 
Granada 
‘Band Wagon 





EAST HAM 
Granada 
Harry Hemsley 
Tiller Gls 
Mario Lorenzi 
Jack Warman 
GREENWICH 
Granada 
Harry Hemsley 
Tiller Gls 
Mario Lorenzi 
Jack Warman 
4 Aces 
ISTINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ralph Sylvester 





6 Wallabies 
Douglas Francis 
Gus Elton 
Donna Sis 
LEWISHAM 
Gaumont 
Terry Co 
Badmington Co 
Lee Donn 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Hintoni Bros 
Johnson Clark 
Exquisite 3 








Provincial 





ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Jack Anthony 

Stanley hing 
Jean Adrienne 
St John Sis 
Loretta Gis 
Eric Palmer 
Jay Morelle 
Bond Rowell 
Douglas, Rex & L 
Bob Merry 
Peg & Jerry 
DUNDEE 
Palace 
Bert Denver 
Edna Thompson 
Harry Niblock 
David Dale 
Maryn Lee 
Van Dock 
Arlene Bobette 





Week of March 13 


EDINBURGH 
Roval 
Harry Gordon 
Clayton Sis 
3 Aberdonians 
Alex Lennox 
Steffan Gls 
GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Bob Dyer 
Hope & Lang 
Doreen 
Luxor Gali-Gali 
Gladys Church 
Gautier Co 
Mahoney Bros 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Frankau & H 
Marcus 
Pat Kirkwood 
Syd Dooley 
De-Rekar & Kortz 











ON OPENING SHOW 


FLATBUSH, BROOKLYN 
WEEK MARCH 17th 


LORRAINE and ROGNAN 


Via: MARK J. LEDDY 














Cabaret Bills 











Arabian Nights 


Arthur Ravel Ore 
Roberta Jonay 
Gypsy Romaje 
Albenice 

Ali Haroun 
Queenie King 
Lew Dolgoff 


Armando’s 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Marie Spaulding 
Dick Chapman 
Barney Gallant’s 
Frank Craven 
Angela Velez 
Carter & Bowle 
Nellie Paley 
Terrace Boys 


Bill Bertolott’s 
Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Elaine Spencer 
Dorothy Jeffers 
Frank McFarlane 
Chita 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Jim Phillips 
Florence Herbert 
Billy Lorraine 
John Panter 
John Eliot 
Spike Harrison 
Rudy Madison 
Bill Quentmeyer 
Steven Isles 
Bernie Grauer 
Harry Donnelly 
Arthur Behan 
Harold Willard 
Don Cortez 
Charles Touchette 


Casa Manana 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Jay Freeman Ore 
Willie & E Howard 
Andrews Sis 
Bob Howard 
Gil Lamb 
The Juvelys 
Debonairs 
Mario & Floria 
Gloria Gilbert 
Bob Howard 

Chateau Moderne 

Paul Bass Orc 

Gabriel 

Lynn Russell 

Marion Farrar 

George Rixon 
Chez Firehouse 


Chick Howard Ore 
Christie Gillespie 
Milt Herth Trio 


Club 18 


Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jerry Kruger 
Judy Rudie 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Chas Macula Ore 
Panchita Villa 
Tarrant & Dacita 
Trini Plaza 
Teresita 
La Marita 
Pedro Valli 
Felicia Flores 
Maria Del Carmen 
3 Gauchos 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissle Orc 
Don McGrane Ore 





Fritzi Scheff 





NEW YORK CITY 


Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Della Lind 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 


El! Chico 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Fantasia Novia 
Joyita & Maravilla 
Romero Gomez 
Paquita Dominguez 
Dorita & Valero 


Famous Door 


Charley Barnet Ore 
Frances Faye 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 


Don Ravel Ore 
Dorothy James 
Rosita Royce 
Dolores Farris 
Mata Monteria 
June Havoc 

% Musical Maniacs 
Tommy Bruno 
Benny Martini 
Joe Lane 

6 Village Glam’ Gis 


Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito San’bria Or 
Rosita Ortega 
ABC 3 
Hilda Gomez 
De Limas 
Diana Del Rio 


Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 


Hotel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Vincent Bragale Ore 
Happy Powers 
Marty Golden 
Rosalean & Seville 


H’tel Belmont -Piaza 
Ernie Holst Orc 

3 Smoothies 

Jane Clair 

Belmont Balladee « 
Adrian Rollini 3 


Hotel Biltmore 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Larry Cotton 
Bob McCoy 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Art Carney 
Red Ferrington 
Henry Dick 
Jean Farney 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Orc 

Hotel Edison 
Gray Gordon Ore 
Ruth Bradley 
Hotel Essex House 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Dale Sherman 
Motel Gov. Cliniun 
Eddy Mayehoff Orc 
Betty Gale 

Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Orc 
Tito’s Swingtette 

Hotel McAlipia 
I Messner Orc 





Racimo 8 


Hotel New Yorker 


| Henry Busse Ore 


Variety Bills | 


, Hotel Park Central Billy Burns 


Don Dickson 
Vi Mele 
Frazee Sis 
Floria Vestoff 


|} Curt Houck Orc 
| Enrico & Novello 
| Billy Vine 

, Margie Greene 


Hotel Park Lane 
Freddie Starr Ore 
Bob Lido 
Al Harris 


Leon & Eddie’s 
Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Iris Adrian 
Mickey & M Ford 
Beryl Cooper 
Joan Grey 


James Keogan 
Sunny & R Duval 
Ann Bronte 
Wally Wanger 6 

Little Club 
Roger Steele Orc 
Frances Williams 
Agnes Dwyer 
Scat Powell 


Hotel Pennsylvania Jack Osterman 


Ben Bernie Orc 
Dolores McKaye 
Mary Dooley 


} Quintones 


|; June 


Hotel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Jack Marshard Orc 

N D'Amico Orc 
P & G Hartman 
Jane Pickens 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Gerry Morton Ore 
Hildegarde 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Forrest 


|Manya & Zanette 





Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 


Charles Baum Ore 
Sam Jarvis 
Erle Reiter 
Jane Nicholson 
Don Marton Orc 
Simpson Sis 
Porothy Lewis 
(Maisonette Russe) 
Nicholas Mathey Or 
lasha Nazarenko 
Charles Nari 
Vassilio Apostolides 
Gedda Petry 
Michel Greben 
Mili Monti 
Kotel Taft 
Finoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Empire Room) 
Glen Gray Ore 
Loretta Lee 
Maurice 
Hotel White 


Lou Lang Ore 


| Dell O'Dell 
| Charlie Macy 


Mimi Francis 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Joe Capello Ore 
Inga Borg 
Gladys Faye 
Princess Aloma 
Mary Lane 
Tanya 
Lee Leslie 
Carter & Schaub 
Yerry Shannon 
Peggy de la Piante 
Valerie Vance 
Montmartre Boys 
Danny Higgins 
Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Comfort 
Gonz’les & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Graziella Parraga 
Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Ore 


Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 
Le Mirage 

Mario & Merin Orc 
Gay Adams 
Lucille Johnson 
Liana Marlow 
Jerry Williams 
Randotph Cox 
Flora Newman 

Le Ruban Blew 
Herbert Jacoby 
Aileen Cook 
Marianne Oswald 
Marie Eve 
Mabel Mercer 


Beverly Wilshire 
Bray Sis 
Howard Gerrard 
Harry Owens Ore 


Cafe Caliente 
Pancho 
Diana Castillo 
Julio Gervante 
Leo Luz Dasquez 
Eddie Aguliar Ore 


Cafe La Maze 
Park Ave. Boys 
Martha Mears 
Matty Malneck Ore 


Club Bali 


George Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 


Club Versailles 
Jerry Lester 
Gloria King 
Theodores 
Chicco Ore 


Earl Carroll 


Paul Gerrits 

Arren & Broderick 
A Robins 

Igor & Tanya 
Vivien Fay 

Susan Miller 

Beryl Wallace 

3 Sophisticated Gls 
Dorothy Gerron 
Reginald Craig 
Archie Bleyer Ore 
Ed Durant Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Maurice Kosloff Co 
Emil Basso Orc 
Frank Sebastian's 

Cubanola 

Eduardo Chenez 
Joe Barris Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Jackie Coglen 
Grace Hayes 

Lind Hayes 

Joe Frisco 

Charlie Foy 

Lou Sailee Ore 
Hawaiian Paradise 
Loretta Walker 
Princess Luanna 

Joe Suilivan Ore 


Indigo Cafe 
Sid Brown 














Jimmy Ellard 


Meyer’s Cellar 
(Hoboken) 


Howard Blaine 


| Rosaline Lewis 


| Gypsy 


| 


| Buddy 


| 
| 


} 
| 


| Geraldine 


Martha Kovacs 
Lopez 
Barbara Eyton 
Lydia Ehrenberg 
Midnight Sun 


Chiquita Venezia 
Ross 
Mildred & Maurice 
Mary Johnson 
Sylvia McKay 
Mon Paris 


Charlie Murray Ore 
Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 
Monte Carlo 
Ted Straeter Orc 
Bob Knight Orc 
Lee Wiley 
Dick Smart 
Elaine Bassett 
Peggy Healey 
Anne Graham 
Anita Colby 
Evelyn Kelly 
Rosanne Murray 
Onyx Club 
John Kirby Ore 
Judy Cordova 
Teddy Grace 
Leo Watson 
Paradise 
Vincent Travers Or 
Patsy & Bobby 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Kitty Wright 
Walter Walters 
Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Orc 
Marilynn & Michael 


Rainbow Room 


Ruby Newman Orc 
John Hoysradt 
Gower & Jeanne 


Joan Cartier 
Russian Kretchma 
Yasha Nikagosov 
Nastia Poliakova 
Daria Birse 
Marusia Sava 
Hermine Michel 
Claudia Capellova 
Senia Karavaeft 
Michel Michon 
Serge Ignatenko 
Voledia Katov 
Genia Pobedina 
Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 


Sleepy Hall Ore 
Carol Horton 
Bill Hansen 
Peggy Marlowe 
Lucille Rich 
Jules Cassard 
Sterk Ciub 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Ore 
Eleanor French 
Versailles 


M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Orc 
Marjorie Gainsw'rth 
D'Avaios Dancers 
Village Barn 
Howard Woods Orc 
Paxton 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Gwen Williams 
Noll & Nolan 





Lou Valero 
Whirling Top 

Geo Morris Ore 

Irene Stanley 

Ann Gale 

Ruth LeClaire 





Russell Dracken 


LOS ANGELES 


Jack Frost 
Val Harris 


It Cafe 


Cabaneros 

Don Rudolf Ore 

Jerry's Mandalay 

Marguerite Padula 

Geo Surprenant Jr 

Neville Fieeson 

Nonie Mitcheil 

Hal Chancellor Ore 

Jimmy Kerr & Boys 
La Conga 

Don Jeri 

Spike Featherstone 

Evelyn Steele 

Jerry Galian 

LaC'nga Rh’mba Bd 


Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Walter Dyson 


Little Hungary 
Valesco’s Gypsies 


Marcel’s 
Leonard Keller Ore 


Marcus Daly 
Kay Gregory 
Joey Lee Ore 

Omar’s Dome 
Lillian Gibson 
Charles Earle 
Hal Brown 
Ted Wells Ore 

Palomar 
Imogene Coca 
Tanner Sis 
Gloria Monroe 
Kirk Allen 
Massey & Miller 
Jerry Mumson 
Jimmy Brierly 
George Olsen 

Paris Inn 


Dominic 

Blane & Elaine 
Ginger Weldon 
Katherine Skidmore 
lillian Gilbert 

Eric Massey 

Henry Monett 
Marguerite & M 
Ken Henryson 
Chuck Henry Ore 


Seven Seas 


Danny Kawanna 
Kay Silver 








Lillian Gibson 

Al McIntyre 

Eddie Bush 4 
Slapsy Maxie’s 

Slapsy Maxie 

Jack Waldron 

Joe Plotksi 

Andy Sorrelli 

Virginia Mathews 


| Moore & Lewis 


| Art 


Tommy Reilly Ore 
Somerset House 


Harry Ringland 
Tatum 


| Jack Owens 


| Wally 


| McCreery 


Wagner Orc} 
| Patsy 
| Sally 





Eddie Le Baron Orc | 


| 
| 
| 





| 


Stage ‘I’ Cafe 
Vernon 


Billy Young 








Wednesday, March 15, 1939 





Henry Galanti 
Shemp Howard 
4 Squires 


Swanee Inn 
Eddie Beal 
Gladys Bentley 

Topsy’s 
Elmer 
Arlett Jon 
Taras & Masters 
Nichols & Lucas 
The Mercer Bros 
Dorothy Brandon 
Chuck Foster Ore 

Victor Huge 
Joaquin Garay 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Carmine 





CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 

Ore 

Bali Bali 


Ralph Cook 
Lytell 2 

Mac 

Osmon 

Roy Dietrich 
Jimmie Green Orc 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Rob Belmont 
Nanno Van Houton 
Piazzo 
Betty Grey 
Charlie Schanks Or 
Adele, Trent & S 
Darlene O'Day 
Blackhawk 
Frederic & Yvonn 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Terry & Walker 
Marion Mann 
Dorothy Claire 
Mary Jane Brown 
Gil Rodin 
Ben Pedro 
Orrin & Betty 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm) 
Pliner & Earl Ore 
Blue Goose 
Evelyn Waters 
Al Lane 
Melody King 
Buck Hunt 
4 Hits & a Miss 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Florence Schubert 


Obre 
VTS 


Dutch’s 
John Elliott 


Carlos & Dolores 
Betty Jerome 
Evelyn Harris 
Lolita 


Mort J.und Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 
Mary Fran Sackley 

Eugenia McGee 
Ramos & Nanette 
Stuart Frazer 
Jay Mills Ore 
Harriet Smith Gis 
885 Club 


Sddie Varzos Ors 
Lucio Garcia 
Johnny Howard 
Carlos & Mercedes 
yrace McCarthy 
El Dumpe 
8 Loose Screws 
Laurene Ne Vel 
Ray Stiles 
Shirley Handler 
Ray Stiebers Ore 
Sam Badis 
Peggy Lester 
Whorley Gls 
Famous Door 
Esther Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 
Florette Sis 
Danny Ross 
June Thompson 
Al Morley Ore 


Franke’s Casino 
Will Martin 














COM 


March 17—Carm 


Placed by E 
22 West 48h St. 





PAUL KIRKLAND and 


March 10—Fay's, Providence 


March 24—Roxy, New 
March 3i—Roxy, New York 
More te follow 


PANY 


an, Philadelphia 
York 


DDIE SMITH 
New York City 

















Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 


Broadmont 


Herb Rudolph Ore 
Margie Marshall 
Georgie La Reau 
Elinor Johnson 
Jimmie Reid 
Sylvia Tucker 
Henry Simon 
Adorables 


Caravan 


Eddie Gorman 
Rocke Romano 
Toddy O'Grady 
Don Morgan 
Dot & Jerry 
Edna Leonard 
Carl Scholtz Ore 
Chez Paree 
Paul Haakon 
liarris & Shore 
Benny Fields 
dielen Morgan 
Gloria Day 
Everette West 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Don Orlando Ore 
Evans Adorables 


Club Al 
Larry Ross 
Suzanne 
Wanda Benson 
Dixie Lee 
Oliver Harris Ore 

Club Alabam 


Dorothy DeHoghton 

Ann Suter 

Sadie Moore 

Jack Irving 

Allen Cole 

Effie Burton 

Bernie Adler 

Dorothy Dale 

Dave Unells Ore 

Chalk Robinson Ore 

Eddie Roth Ore 
Club Espana 

Harry Hynda 

Bob Durfree 

Dick Hauss 

Joe Hardy 

Bee Jones 

Russ Lindgren Ore 
Colony Club 

Peggy Fears 

Jose Manzanares (rt 

Lew Fidler Orc 


Colosimos 
Tullah & Miy 
Pat Rooney 


Janet Reade 
Lulu Gould 
Betty Robin 


| Marion Vinay 


Harry Rose 
Pronaph Gis 
Hollywood 6 
Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 
Sam Robinson 
Henriene Barker 
Crawford Price 
Saundra 
Chippie Hill 
Brown & Brown 
Ethele Wilson 
Rhythm Willie 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Orc 
(Peacock Rm) 
Joe Vera 
(Pompelian Bm) 
Irving Margraff 
Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Wayne King Ore 


Bob Rich 
Hibbert, B & LaR 
Jean Mona 


Bernice Parks 


Jeanne Moore 
Casino Gls 
Dick Hardin 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Ellsworth 
Bob Tinsley Orc 


Grand Terrace 


Jean Brady 
Tondelaya & Lopez 
Dotty Solters 
Louise McCarroll 
Ted Smith 
Leonard Reed Gis 
F Henderson Ore 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Toasty Pall Ore 
Carl Bock 
Maxine Kirk 
Lorraine Voss 
Harry’s N ¥ Cab’ret 
Ken Leslie 
Cecil Von Dell 
Jerry Healy 
Tommy Jones 
Renee Villon 
Kitty Roth 
Rankin Gls 
Chas Engels Ore 
Art Buckley 
Al Wagner 
Billie Myers 
Lee Berling 
Dorothy Johnson 

Hickory inn 

Kay Dare 
Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 
Gondoliers Ore 


Hi Hat 


Lou Holz 
Jean Travers 
Betty Atkinson 
Kretlow Gls 
Sid Lang Ore 
Hippodrome 
Paulette LaPierre 
Bobby Dunart 
Janet & Loretta 
Billie Banks 
Jerry Girard 
Grover Wilkins 
Ted Pearlman Gis 
Joe Hahn Ore 


Ivanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
#lice Munson 
4 Hawaiians 
Kay Beecher Ore 

L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Spyros Stamos 
Don Quixote Orc 
Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Vibra 
Stuff Smith Ore 
Gladys Madden 
Jonah Jones 


Liberty Ino 


Laurene Novelle 
Millie Erdman 
Dick Huges 
Colleen 
Karanova 
Pam Adair 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 
Limehouse 
Bob Tank Ore 
Little Club 
Earl Rickard 
Florence Meyers 
Ann Hagedon 
Harry Linden 
McGraws 
Al Copeland 
Lillian Barbeaux 
Eve Evon 
Steen Bright 
i-txie Dee 
Avis Doyle 
Phil Chinard 
Chuck Andrews 





McLaughlins 
Yrv Doernfield 
Jerry Gerard 
Ruth Dean 
Val Erwin 
Shirley Ray 
Jules Novit Ore 


Melody Mill 
Tiny Hill Ore 
Allan DeWitt 
Harold Osborne 


Millstone 


Ann Millstone 
Flo Whitman 
Ga:e Lawrence 
Betty Marris 
Della Bartell 
Jack Roland Orc 
Nyra Lou 
Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Genevieve Val 
Sharone 


Minuet Clob 


Natasha 

Olga Anton 

George Moore 

Irene Burke 

Margo Gavin 

Art Fisher Ore 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 

House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 


Nameless Cafe 


Julian Stockdale 
Vito Orc 
Ona Mayo 
Carole Cleveland 
Margie Strong 
Evelyn Reed 
Ed Leon 
Nappe Gardens 
Lois Hallen 
Genevieve Jacyna 
Helen Coyle 
Dave Malcolm 
Mary Mac 
Jane La Vonne 
Kay Moore 
Honey Lee 
Jean & Wharton 
Sally Sharratt 
Sol Stocco Orc 
Old Heidelberg 


Old Heidelberg Co 
Octet 
Robert Kessler 


Winn Strache 
Herr Louie & W 
Herbie Orc 


Paddock Club 


Patsy Thomas 
Kay Carol 
Jay Hills 
Esther Madden 
Lee Francis Ore 
Keith Gis 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Franklin Crawford 
Joseph Coskey 
Billy Raves 
Jack Williams 
Lorraine Sis 
Jose Castro 
Beverly Allen 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Parody Club 
Freddie Abbott 
Marie Thomas 
Sarah Tiebold 
Eddie Jaxon Ore 
Playhouse 
Pat McGowan 
Helen Hart 
Rita Marie 
Virginia May 
Betty Mae 
Barry Hodges Ore 
Rese Bow! 
Ina Ray Hutton Or 
Elaine Merritt 
Burke Sis 
Vera Fern 
Royale Frolics 
Dolly Kay 
Eddie White 
Di Gatanos 
Evelyn Farney 
Jack Hilliard 
Al Trurk Orc 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 


Sherman Hotel 
(College Inn) 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Irene Daye 
Celtic Cafe 
Bud Glens Ore 
Dome 
Spinning Tops 
James Hamilton 
Dancing Buckleys 
8 Jitterbugs 
Bud Bartell 
Empire Boys 8 
Jimmy Blade 
Jerry Glidden 
Kay Nichols 
Silhouette 
Larry Forbes 
Marion Boyd 


Anchorage 
Frank Quinn Ore 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Diniag R'm) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
(Burgandy Boom) 
Frank Juele Ore 
Powers & Wisgins 
Nieland Dancers 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Garden Terrace) 
Bernice Byers 
Harry James Ore 
Jack Palmer 
Benny the Bum’s 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Hollywood Debs (8) 
Glen Dale 
Wilma Douglas 
Renatto & Dolores 
Muriel Thomas 


Browning Lane Ino 
(Bellmawr, N. J.) 
Lenny Ross 
Joy Davis 
Mary Joyce 
4 Top Hatters 
Vince Norman Ore 
Cadillac Tavern 
Dolores Lakio 
Lillian .Stewart 
Darlene Jones 
Dean Edwards 
Charlie Arthur 
Eddie Thomas 
Joyce Henry 
Jack Newlon 
Sunny Ray 
H Reynolds Orc 
Hendriaue & A 
Club 15 
Dick Thomas 
Johnny Young Orr 
Jimmy Lackore 





———. 


Lou Redell 
Joan Baylor 
Joey Conrad Ore 
Silver Cloud 
Bert Nolan 
Leonard 2 
Healy & Mac 
Alice Tanner 
Lela Murray 
Leah Andra 
Vi Gore 
Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardson 
Johnny McFail Ore 
Silver Frolics 
Ealaine Rabey 
Claire Pellow 
Bernie Pink 
Roberto & Minto 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 
606 Club 
Al Zimmey 
Sunny Carter 
Connie Fasesaw 
Sieffi Lee 
Dolores Del Rae 
Marg Faber Gis 
Joel & Annette 
Dietrichs 
Inez Scott 
Aloha 
Jessie Rosella 
Dagmar 
Dolly Sterling 
Ruby Bennett 
Patricia Perry 
Collette 
Carmen 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 
Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Rhythm Boys Ore 
Rod Drigo & F 
Byton Gis 
Stratosphere Club 
Princes Red Rock 
Prank Barbor 
Subway 
Ginger Dix 
Opal Adair 
Connie Rogers 
Edith Marlowe 
Dolores Mac 
Jane Dare 
Clare & Dianne 
Billy Webb 
Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 
8asi-Q 


Bernie Green 
Jean Stone 

Fairy Cunningham 
Babe Carney 
Sam Baril 

Verne Wilson Ore 


Thompson's 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
Joy Kalese 
Cookie Seidel 
Dolores & DeVego 
June Scott 
Jessie Garwood 
Helen DuWayne 
Marsh McCurdy 
Sammy Frisco Ore 
Three Deuces 
Baby Dodds 
Charles McBride 
Lill Armstrong 
Lonnie Johnson 
(Off Beat Keoom) 
Anita O'Day 
Jay McShann 8 
Lennie Esterdall 
Jimmy McPartland 


Tower inn 


Mollie Mannor 
Sam Haas 

Inez Gonan 
Rhythm Gis 

3 Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ore 


Town Club 


Chet Boswell 

Mae Di Fili 
Barbara Bow 

Val Erwin 

Moe & Jue 
Eleanor Daniels 
Maurie Waiker 

5 Chicagoans 
Frankie Quatrel Ore 
Hal Barber 


Trocadero 


Gloria Romano 
Adelle St Clair 
Terry Circle 

Roy Rankin Ore 


Villa Moderne 
Tony Cabot Orc 


Winona Gardens 


Gigi Rene 
Virginia Woodall 
Lee Harmon 
Pat Allen 
Margie Dale 
Nonnie Morrison 
Kita Stone 
Sally Reynolds 
Heinie Cramer 





Frank Snyder Ore 
Lucille Johnson 


PHILADELPHIA 


Bee Larry 

Helen Wilson 

Princess Helen 

Amy Organ 
Cafe Moroney 


Scarey Gavin 
Al Cubler 
Ginger Linn 
Lorraine Wiley 
Tony Ecding 
Louise Wright 
Libby Neid 
Isabell Daniels 
Doris Fields 
Joe Familant Orc 
Club Parakeet 
Ginger Lynn 
Louise Wright 
Steppe & Carlos 
Fran Caswell 
Dawn 
Gertie Taylor Orc 


Club 209 


Sam Borland 
Princess Zulieka 
Mildred Boyer 
Hal Cal Orc 

Ei Chico 
Kay Laverly 
Sherry Lee 
Virginia Howard 
Barbara Bradley 
Toby Lee 
Glenda Hope 
Sonny Marceline 
Ruth Templeton 
Bubbles Shelby 
Arlett Withers 
Joyanne Shear 
Ivan Tashman Orc 


Einbasesy 


Billy Maple 
Johnny Parrish 


Eleanore Piper 





Barbara MacDonald 
Kdith Roark 





























Wednesday, March 15, 1939 


VARIETY 





—— 





la Malina 
eieree O'Neill 
Al Moore Ore 
Pedre Blanco Ore 
George Clifford 
1523 Club 
ing King Ore 
} nee Sg Flowerton 
Tommy Monroe 
Betty sees 
er Gare 
pl McCullough 
Dolores Merrill 
June Davis 
Mitzi Lane 
Florence Holman 


Frankie Palumbo’s 

Jack Curtis 

Nila Taylor 

Paul &Paulette 

Raymonds 

Yvonettes (6) 

Bobby Morrow Ore 
Harris Tavern 


Alabama Corinne 
Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 


Hildebrand’s 


Jackie Small 
Charlie Neid 
Yvette 

Doris Elliott 
Norman Lewis 
Frances Russell 
Frankie Milton 
Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Ore 


Hotel Adelphia 

(Cafe Marguery) 
Frank Gagen Ore 
Ann Kincade 
Pancho & Dolores 
Don Angelina Urc 


Jack Lynch's 


Charles Smith 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Mona Reed 

Belle Baker 

Raul & Eva Reyes 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Herb Dubrow 
Dorothy Tanner 
Jimmy Blake 

J Lynch Gls (16) 
Charles Fredericks 
Joe Frazetto Ore 


Tatimer Club 
(Blue Room) 
Evelyn Lampshire 

Ann Rush 
Barbara Bradley 
Rhumba Orc 
Jeri Foster 


Little Bathskelles 


Jack Griffin Ore 
Roy Sedley 

Gaye Dixon 
Helen & T Nys Jr 
Johnny & George 
Joyce Breazelle 
Sharon Harvey 
Open Door Cafe 
3 Pepperettes 
Leslie Sis 

Rob Ridley 
Mickey Walker 
Rose Venutti 
Hawaiian Orc 
Ethel Maeder 
Viola Klaiss Ore 


Parrish Cafe 


Shorty Scott 
Marian Aiken 
Vernon Guy 
Johnny Holmes Or 
Purple Derby 


Bobby Carr 
Ginger Dunn 
Jean Lemarr 
Margie Mealie 
Moore & Burns 
Joe Burns 

Ray Allen Ore 


‘Dotty Moore 

Jimmy McVey 
Rendezvous 

Helen Shaw 

B S Pully & Gump 

Joanne & R Rexer 

Cook & Brown 

Ross Irwin 

Pearl Williams 

Bob Hargraves Orc 
Stamp’s Cafe 

Frankie Richards’n 

Pastine & Marlyn 

Bert Lemish Ore 

Dot Landy 

Jack Hutchinson 

Johnny Welsh 

3 Debs 

Shirley Herman 

Silver Lake Inn 

(Clementon) 

Mickey Familant Or 

Alice Lucey 


Fredez & Lorenza 
Peggy Eames 
Mary Monahan 


George Reed 

Sky Top Club 
Cliff Bookman 
Leon Wright Ore 
Marjorie Johnson 
Blanche Saunders 
Taps & Dave 
Margaret Watson 
Minola 


Jutkin’s Rathskeller 


Frank Ponti 

Reynard & Marcia 

Ann Carroll 

David & D Cooper 

Ollie 

Irving Braslow Ore 
20th Century 

Bob & E Wayne 

Tee Leslie 

Tommy Cullen Ore 
Venice Grille 

Jack Rich 

Uasimiera Gis 

Fay Ray 

Joey Hayes Ore 
Viking Cafe 

Billie Callahan 

Joe Kearns 

Grace O'Hara 

Jerry Delmar Ore 

Ollie 

Jack Hallahan 

Cleo Valentine 
Village Bare 


Lenny Kent 

Edie Lang 

Watson Sis 

Bobby Evans 

Teddy Oliver Ore 
Wagon Wheel 

Joe O'Shea 

Niki Nikolai 

Pete Hayes 

Al Wilson 

George Deber 

Al Bastian Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


lise Hart 
Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Jerry Marcelle 
Helen Worthington 
Mart Duo 
Bill Harris 
Amodos & Janet 
Sid Golden 
Signor Karmino 
J & T Shellenh'mer 
Internationals 
Eldoradians 

Yacht Club 
Kitty Helmling Orc 
Jimmie Bailey 
Babe LaTour 
Roberta Ramsey 
Patricia Robinson 
Gibson & Co 





Edna Thompson 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletic Club 
Hal Munro Orc 


Bert Phillip’s 


Pep Babler Ore 
Ethel Seidel 


Blatz Palm Garden 


Eddie South Ore 
Louis Mason 
Blue Moon 
D Davidson Ore 
Virginia Rosen 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 
Cardinal 
Bud Vion! Orc 
Chateau Club 
Stan Jacobsen Ore 
Johnny Poat 
Jimmy & Nora Bel) 
Jack Herbert 
June Carson 
Dorothy Maye 
Helen MacFarland 
Edith Rae 
atsy Marr 
Clover Club 
Harry Weber Ore 
Ruth Phillips 
Eva Thornton 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Hurley 
Flo Radke 
Don Kranich 
Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Club Madrid 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Roland & Francine 
Tudy Stevens 
Lou Reynolds 
Rebecca Page 
Patricia Page Gls 
Marguerite Claudet 
lita Roche 
Zita & Annis 
Ernie Rich 
Sandra Miller 


Club Sahara 
Geo Cerwin Ore 


Clab Terris 
Gordon Genschor« 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Claudia Ferris 
Knight & Dae 


Congo Club 
Bob Freeman 
Mary Reed 
Jeff Thomas 
Leonard Gay 0). 

Cornies Ship 
Bill Davidson Ov: 
Ben Boe Ore 
Ralph Lewis 
Bailey & Lamar 

Devines Eagles 
Billy Baer Ore 
Bob Garrity Orc 


Mabel Drake 
Dorothy Dale 
Red Roberts Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Jimmy De Palma 
Howard Geiger 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 
Lawrence Welk Or 
Jerry Burke 
alter Bloom 
i.ois Best 
Karl Ratech’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 
Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 
Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Orc 
Ken Keck 
Lindy’s 
Rick & Snyder 
Victor 
Phyllis Nowak 
Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Orc 


Miami Club 


Helen Holmes 
Halley Malone 
Evelyn Lee 
Miami 6 

Peggy Geary 
Hazel Bailey 
Gene Emerald 
Harriet Cross 
Johnny Davis Ore 


Milwaukean 
Bobby Maynard 
Oasis 
Marty Gray Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 


Mary Beth 
Cameo Gis 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPae 
Allen Dunn 
Sallie Marshall 
Ginger & Louise 
Open Door 
Tinney Liveng’d 
Larry Powell 
Packard Ballroom 
Al Cavalier Orc 
Paradise Gardens 
Bill Kingsley Orc 
Paris 


Joe Gumin Ore 
Len Herrick 
Plantation Club 
Rert Bailey Orc 
Mary Webb 
Piantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Myrtle Thomas 
| Hunky Brown 


| Rendezvous 


Retty Mason 

Helen Gregos 
Carol Cleveland 

| Dotty Norman 
Katherine Kaye 

' Alma Grant 

Bob Matheson Orc 





Reno 
Pat Marvin 
Helen Allen 
Romona Brownwell 
Rose Vine 
Alma Williams 
Vindick Sis 
Harvey Lee Ore 
Scaler’s 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Schwartz 
Bob Eherle Ore 
Lee Leighton Ore 
Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 
State Gardens 
Earl Rigg Ore 
Florence Bell 
Mildred Seeley 
Ann Helene 
Dale & Dale 
Evon Allen 
Trene Schrank 
Flo Smith 
Knight & Dae 
Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 
Tic Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Natalie & Howard 
Eleanor Leonard 
Al Gale 
Bert Gilbert 





Town and Country 
Clab 


Robertos 

Luciene 

Virginia Davis 
Madeline Gardiner 
Betty Harger 
Aileen Ronda 
Zastro & Wells 
Bert Snyder 


Toy’s 
Case Landis Ore 


26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 
Trocadero 
Miron Stuart Ore 
Jane Rubey 
Shutta & Kent 
Dolly O'Dea 
Woodard Sis 
Bobbie Stuart 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Koof 
Steve Swedish Ore 
M Merrymaker Ore 
Nic Harper Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Joan Demaris 
Arnold Dupre 
Zunker Gardens 
Skipper Leone Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Blondell 2 
Franchon & F 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Bert Gilbert 
Carol Chapelle 

Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Slim Thomas 
Princess Wee-Wee 
Prince Albert 
Susay Brown 

Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
Al Schenck 
Jean Lee 
Ann Baron 


Eight O'Clock Club 
Bill Miller Ore 
Sammy Lipman Co 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Zang & Todd 
Frank Reynolds 
Josie 
Miriam Kretlowline 
Eddie Barnes 


Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Ore 
Texas Peggy 
Margie West 
Zaza 

Gourmet Clob 
Louis Cina Ore 
Freida Steffens 

Hatton's Club 
Sherry Martin 
Lenny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong 
Rose-Marie 





Hanna Grill 
Joanna Gordon 
Kay Bush 
Don & Lou 
Len Ensign 


Hotel Cleveland 
Manny Landers Ore 
Walt Bergen Orc 


Hotel Fenway Hal) 
Willard Potts Ore 
Bettie Allen 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Orc 
Gayle Gaylord 
Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O1 
Robinson 2 
Paul Nolan 
Pritikin & Mason 


Hotel Statler 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Evelyn Oakes 
Glover & LaMae 

Jack & Eddie’s 
Chick Williams 
Henry Rubertina 
Bess Evans 
Dona Wamby 
Harold Thomas 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Bonnie Lavonne 
Marion Bowen 
Art Cutlit 


Monaco's Cafe 
Jacques Pollack Or 
Marilynd Maynard 


Mounds Club 
Orvelle Rand Ore 
Southern Tavern 
Paul Burton Ore 
Don Kaye 
Nick Bontemps 
Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Orc 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 
Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 


Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Art Norkus Ore 


Balconades 
Don Palmer Ore 
Kay Denton 
Clark Roberts 
Bob Stewart 


Bill Green’s 
Sterling Young Ore 
Bobby Ennis 
Gil Dagenais 


Club Petite 
Freddie Castle Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Nita Raymond 
Lillian Chapman 


Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 


Eddie Peyton’s 
Joey Hatch Ore 

Harlem Casino 
Sherdina Walker Or 
George Gould 
Sparky George 
Ernie & Ozie 
Mercia Marquez 
Willie Knight 
Harlemettes (8) 
Larry Steele 
Ozzie Dial 

Hotel Henry 

M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Buddy Russell 3 


Hotel Schenley 
Howard Baum Ore 
Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 


Hotel William Pena 





(Grill) 
Bavarians 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Bernie Perella 
De Bold 2 
Johnny Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 
New Penn 
Joe Ravell Ore 
Laverne Kidd 
Jack Keller 


Nixon Cafe 


Al Kavelin Ore 
Patti Morgan 
Al Shelleday 
Alene & Evans 
Collette & Barry 
Angelo Di Palma 
Claire Ray Gls 
Nut House 
Al Sherman 
Jack Lewis 
Boogy-Woogy 
Harry Nosokoff 
Chet Clark 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanan 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Adele Curtis 
Lenors Rika 
Moran Sis 
Billy Cover 
Le Roi 
Riviera 
Joe Lee Orc 
Show Boat 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Millie Wayne 
PeeWee Walker 
Al Richards 
Pappy Ishrael 
Wilma Douglas 
Line (5) 
Webster Hall 


Nelson Maples. Or 
Buzzy Kountz 


(Chatterbox) Will Ward 
Bernie Cummins Or | George Weber 
Connie Barleau Union Grill 
Walter Cummins Tony Lombardo 
(Continental Bar) Art Yagello 
Larry Murphy 4 Frank Natale 

DETROIT 
Ambassador Club Club Fronten::: 


Jay Jason 
Mildred Rock 
Texas Rockets 
Geo Alfono Orc 


Book-Cadillac Hotei 
(Book Casino) 
Bob Grant Ore 
Elaine & Barry 
Paul Rosini 
(Moter Bar) 
Peter Kent Ore 
Chene-Trombley 
Jimmy Gargano 1 
Harry Jarkey 
Curtiss & Clare 
June Wren 
Les Philmere 
Barrett & Smith 


Commodore Club 
C Costello Ore 


Lee De Bain 
Oldtimers 4 





Rita & Rubens 
Garland & Frawley 





Larry Funk Orc 
Buddy Hayes 
Natalie Wynn 
Motter & Daviy 
Helen & Holmes 
Ginger Sutton 
Hote) Statler 
(Terrace Reon.) 
Xavier Cugat 
Carmen Castillo 
Judy Lane 
Eddie Asherman 
Castalino Rolon 


Imperial Clab 


Don Carini 
Geo Salia & Jo ! 
Bonnie Nicholas 
Fifi Livites 
Margo Wade 
Woody Mosher 
Frank Rapp Ore 
Neblolo Cafe 
Leonard Seel Or: 


George Hale 
Polo 


Mage & Carr 


Northwood Ine 
Frank Gillen Ore 


Plantation Club 
Monette Moore 
Pete Nugent 
Moke & Poke 





John Hale Desoree Alexander 
Marian Kay aaat Ekstein 
Arms E Dia Sadjai 
mand & Diana es Albert Gee 
Oasis House Line (8) 


P Markoff Dancers 
Alton & LaRue 
Harry Bardell 
Great Legery 


Pewatarn 


Al Samuels 3 
Alfred Latell 


Violet Love 
Barbara Dehaden he : 
Lillian LaMay Ore Sammy Dibert Ore 
Josephine Campbell Saks 


Don Harris 

Buddy Lester 
Aileen Marlowe 
Garnett Sis 

Rita DeVere 

Geo Kavanagh Oro 


el5 YEARS AGOce 


(From Variety) 


Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
LeRoy & Sharp 
Eddie Capps 
Don Pablo Ore 














Publicity attendant to the strike 
|talk of Equity against the managers 
| was having an unfavorable effect on 
the boxoffices. 


John Philip Sousa’s band termi- 
nated a 33-week tour covering over 
12,000 miles, and showed a profit of 
$120,000. 


London censors nixed the title of 


jthe Elinor Glyn picture, ‘Three 
| Weeks.’ They suggested it be 
j\changed instead to ‘Almost a 
Month.’ 


Failure of the Wagnerian Opera 
| Co. in America stirred Berlin. Inti- 
imated that German-Americans were 
tired of supporting German organi- 
zations in America for patriotism’s 
sake. 


House managers in New York 
were being accused of hiring acts on 
their bills to outside organizations 
under the guise of good fellowship, 
but really collecting for their ser- 
vices. . 





Music men estimated that radio 
would pay them at the rate of $1,- 
000,000 annually in royalties to re- 
imburse them for losses sustained 
through the inroads the ether had 
made on the music biz. 


Marcus Loew was reported linked 
in a picture deal with William Ran- 
dolph Hearst, which would take ef- 
fect upon completion of Hearst’s 
first year with Goldwyn. 





June Caprice was contemplating 
a film comeback. She had retired 
following her marriage and mother- 
hood. 


Independent exhibs around N. Y. 
were trying to break up the Loew 
practice of ‘protecting’ its entire cir- 
cuit on the playing of first-runs. 





Ned Wayburn’s ‘Honeymoon 
Cruise,” Rae Samuels and Fritzi 
Ridgeway headlined the Palace. Ole 
Olsen and Chick Johnson clicked at 
the Fifth Ave., N. Y. 


| Mr. Cinderella 


(Continued from page 1) 

















in the Lexington hotel, N. Y. Things 
after that didn’t pan out so well for 
him. His outfit then included strings. 
He couldn't make a go of it, and 
changed his style to conform with 
demand for hot outfits. It was Charlie 
Shribman, of the Boston ballroom 
operating firm, that next took a 
chance on Shaw, Shribman built a 
band around him and spotted him 
into his State ballroom in Boston last 
spring, from where Shaw started to 
be heard from as a coming name. 
Shaw’s stipend from Shribman was 
$65 a week, and that was only eight 
/'months ago. Soon afterwards Shaw’s 
Blue Bird records started to click. 
It was his cutting of ‘Begin the Be- 
guine’ that helped build him to his 
present position. Then came the 
contract from Old Gold and the date 
‘at the Lincoln. It’s been easy and 
rich sailing from then on. Rock- 
| well General Amusement Corp., suc- 
cessor to Rockwell-O’Keefe, mean- 
while became Shaw’s booking agent. 
Artie Shaw orchestra is currently 
‘being mentioned for a major New 
| York hotel spot next fall, either the 
Hotel New Yorker or the Pennsyl- 
vania, both of which are now under 
consideration. Tentative arrange- 
ment has the crew opening at the 
Penn Oct. 8. 
| Penn is part of the Statler chain, 
which previously used only Music 
Corporation of America bands, but 
which is now a wide-open proposi- 
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(Continued from page 44) 


touch. Lewis, probably best-known 
of the trio because of his recordings, 


uninitiated. 

Whole show is wisely held down to 
about 45 minutes, although one or 
another of the keyboard-beaters fills 
in the band lulls. Band, incidentally, 

is surprisingly sweet for the sur- 
| roundings and good for both dancing 
| and listening. 

Spot, seating about 200 when full- 
up, has been open since late Decem- 
ber, It was formerly the Four Trees 
Inn and later the Oliver Twist. 


TOWN CLUB 


(CHICAGO) 





Chicago, March 9. 





|Mae deFili, Val Erwin, 
| ieee, Chet Gilbert, Dorothy Carlson 
irls. 


Luxuriously appointed nitery lo- 
cated out in Cicero, a two-buck taxi 
jump from the loop. Spot has sev- 
{eral individual problems that must 
|be solved to guarantee a sufficient 
| patronage. Cicero is still a gag in 
many vaudeville acts, and the out- 
sary to appeal to nabe people and 
the nearby wealthier suburbanites. 

In itself, this spot has much to of- 
fer. For surroundings there are few 
cafes that can top it. Appointments 
are in excellent taste and the gen- 
eral atmosphere is entirely in its fa- 
vor. Lighting, acoustics and stage 
set-up are all excellent and entirely 
suitable for the seating capacity of 
some 350. Bar operates in conjunc- 
tion with the cafe, and around the 
bar are slot machines which are not 
in evidence in the city of Chicago 
proper. : 

Best entertainment item here is 
the Frankie Quartel orchestra, a 
fine musical aggregation which is of 
invaluable assistance to the show 
generally. Group manages to do 
more than its share in the entertain- 
ment. They do a great background 
job for singer Mae deFili, putting 
\her over without depending too 
much on her tonsils. They make an 
exotic dancer out of Val Erwin and 
her Hawaiian number, and give her 
plenty class on her waltz number. 

Hal Barber is m. c. but lacks a 
sense of pace. He’s primarily a 
story teller, with the yarns, more 
often than not, unnecessarily over 
the blue line. Barbara Bows rates 
mention for her novel monolog )n- 
troduction to her stripperoo routine. 
Chet Boswell is a pop vocalizer and 
on the show caught whammed home 
with his solid tenor pipes. : 

Dorothy Carlson’s line turns in 
three good numbers on the show. 
They are pretty gals and their num- 
bers are better than the average 
seen around these niteries. Gold. 


TERRACE ROOM 


(STATLER, CLEVELAND) 








Cleveland, March 10. 
Walter La Mae & Alice Glover, 
Evelyn Oakes, Johnny Drake, Dick 
Stabile’s orch. 





Bothersome question of how to en- 
liven Statler Hotel's Terrace Room, 
without going over slim entertain- 
ment budget, is being answered by 
team of Glover and LaMae. This 
pair has been brought back to gal- 
vanize that deadly spell between 
dinner and supper shows. They are 
doing it so emphatically that half of 
the early diners are staying through 
to the neyt session. Between them 
and Dick Stabile’s orchestra, in re- 
cently, the room is becoming more 
of a profitable, warmer and intimate 
hang-out, and losing its rep as a 
snooty pink elephant. : 

Four appearances are made nightly 
by Walter LaMae and Alice Glover, 
but there’s enough variety in their 
work to keep the late-stayers. When 
they slip into clowning for lauvhs, 
it’s well-mannered, frothy and not 
burlesqued to the point where pa- 
trons will feel ridiculed. ; 

Latest gag the two are using is a 
recording machine with a portable 
mike, used for vox pop pick-ups 
around the tables. LaMae carries it 
around, gagging diners into com- 
mitting themselves on goofy ques- 
tions like, ‘Who would you rather be 
married to—Mae West or Garbo— 
and why?’ Twelve-inch record is 
used, allowing plenty of coverage for 
inane replies, hemming. and wise- 
cracks by radio-minded diners. 
Loudest laughs start when record is 
played back, with LaMae pointing 
out speakers as their stuttering 
voices come through amplifier. Wax 
impressions are handed to ones get- 
ting heaviest hand, with name of ho- 
tel and team printed on label. 





tion, as in turn is the New Yorker, | 
formerly a closed Rockwell General | 
|Amusement spot, but now open to 
‘MCA bands also. Rockwell handles 


Dick Stabile’s outfit is building up 
heavily with young crowd, although 
spot looks at two-bit colleziates 
coldly. Unit has more swing than 
any of previous bands. and makes 





Shaw. 


‘em more dance-minded than any of 


appears comparatively mild to the | 


Frankie Quartel orch, Hal Barber, | 
Barbara | 


of-the-way location makes it neces- | 


the soft orchestras. Stabile’s per- 
sonality effervescent. Gracie Barrie, 
his wife and vaude singer, did a ses- 
sion at his opening that helped. Eve- 
lyn Oakes is a nice, conventional vo- 
calizer, while Johnny Drake, tenor, 
| collects stronger with his solos. 
Pullen. 





| Radio Reviews 








(Continued from page 38) 
| parisons. One did it with infantile 
expression, another as Donald Duck, 
; and guest, Cal Tinney, as a hillbilly. 
That applies also to the final skit 
| which asked contestants to show how 
| they would talk themselves out of a 
| traffic ticket. Some of the excuses 
| offered here, after being nabbed by 
| the studio sound man’s cop for 
| speeding, were funny. Gist of one 
was she wasn’t ground speeding, she 
was just ‘flying too low.’ All were 
fairly well acted, but variously rated. 

Bit in between was clear and well 
handled. It concerned the efforts of 
a dumb detective to recover a stolen 
necklace. Thine was dramatized for 
contestants, who were then asked to 
cull their memories for facis of the 
case. Cal Tinney provided the 
show’s laughs as a guest contestant. 
Show also rates memories by offer- 
ing seven words at the outset which 
are supposed to be reeled off in simi- 
lar sequence at the close. Offers 
listeners $2 per word sent in and 
used, 





‘MR. DEEDS GOES TO TOWN’ 
With Godfrey Tearle, June Clyde, 

Leslie Bradley, Frank Cram, Ed- 

ward Stuart, Michael Moore, Peter 

Madden, 

Comedy 

88 Mins, 

Sunday, 5:20 p.m. 
BBC, London 

An awkward spot for a key broad- 
cast here is 5:20 p.m. of a Sunday 
afternoon, with Sol only recently 
having called it a day, children 
ready for their cots, teacups to wash, 
and bonnets to put on for evenson 
at church. Yet that is how BB 
timed ‘Mr. Deeds,’ one of most 
keenly waited radio shows in 
months, That means thousands of 
listeners missed a grand show, and 
certainly BBC will have to do it 
over, and at some more convenient 
time. 

That was the one and only blemish 
to a successful effort of the BBC 
Drama Dept. Peter Creswell neatly 
compressed the Riskin script so that 
the several eliminations went un- 
noticed, and it marchly evenly, with 
Godfrey Tearle taking and making 
the Gary Cooper role. American 
small town hick came over mag- 
nificently. June Clyde was a little 
less certain whether to be herself or 
Jean Arthur, but emoted with effect 
in the scene where she reads Deeds’ 
shy love poem. 

Several critics claimed Leslie 
Bradley’s rendering of hard-boiled 
press agent Corney Cobb as the 
standout, and he made a swell job 
of it, though hardly so as to over- 
shadow the stars. Helen Henschel 
and Gwen Day Burroughs most cer- 
tainly scored as the pixielated sis- 
ters, and every other part was right 
on key except where local players at 
moments overplayed their American 
accents. It just happens that way 
sometimes, 





‘MELLOW TIME’ 

With Eight Smoothies, Mary Alcott, 
Dan Donaldson, John Jacobs and 
Ken Norton’s orch 

30 Mins, 


aa” eiaeaeate BROS. BREWING 


Monday, 6:30 p.m. 
KMOX, St. Louis 
(B. B. D. & O.) 

Several good tricks have been in- 
corporated into this new 30-min, 
program, but Mary Alcott, to whom a 
large share of the warbling stint had 
been assigned, just didn’t click, and 
the injection of a spot of drama 
while she was piping her interp of 
‘Old Folks’ was corny and produced 
a let-down in the program that was 
voing at nice speed up to this point. 
Tempo was later regained, but val- 
uable time had been lost. Starting 
off (before a live audience) Norton's 
tooters did ‘You’re an Old Smoothie’ 
o.k. and the octet scored with a 
chorus. The Eight Smoothies and 
the orch were back for additional 
numbers, one with Miss Alcott, and 
harmonized o.k. 

One of the briefest quiz contests 
on the air, limited to five mins.. give 
contestants from the audience but 
20 seconds to answer questions, and 
Henry Klein, who produces shows 
for sponsor, certainly dug deep in 
the encyclopedia for the questions. 
Cash prizes of $10, $5 and $3 are the 
bait that lure the undaunted to the 
mike at each show. New stunt in 
locally produced shows is use of 
echo voice, but this is limited to the 
commercial plugs of which there are 
sufficient to satisfy the most exact- 
ing bankroller. John Jacobs m.c.d 
the program and Dan Donaldson 





handled the commercials, both sat- 
isfactorily. Saliu. 
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APOLLO, N.Y. 





(Contined from Page 45) | 
way’s outfit, which has been together | 
for a number of years and includes | 
several outstanding men, is a solid | 
aggregation, its output based on ex- 
cellent arrangements. In contrast to 
the leader’s style of exiting to an- 
other vocal world, and his show- 
manly gyrations while conducting, 
the crew stays on solid ground as a 
rule where melody is concerned. 

Several salient setups of pop tunes 
used here rate a nod. One is the} 
oldie, ‘Sylvia,’ vocals of which are | 
handled in okay style by Benny 
Payne, pianist. Second draws an un- 
usual response from the audience, 
due more to Calloway’s vocal inter- 
polation, but nevertheless is a great 
job in itself. Tune is the current, 
‘My Heart Belongs to Daddy,’ done 
for the first half under wraps in 
symph style, breaking into a swinsy 
version for Calloway’s pipe bit. Cus- 
tomers held up the show for an en- 
core from the leader and got it. 


Crew bounces right back at ‘em 
with an inspiring writing of ‘Rate- 
mecue,’ spotlighting Cosy Coles on, 
the drums, also good for an encore, 
and on top of that comes June Rich- 
mond. Band’s hefty vocalist is a| 
show stopper by herself. She ad-| 
heres closely to tunes she’s been do- 
ing elsewhere, but, as mentioned be- 
fore, the Apollo is home, and both | 
she and Calloway let their hair down | 
for informal comedy, terps, etc., that | 
go far toward making the bit socko. | 
Starts seriously on ‘One Alone,’ a| 
tipoff that itll wind up hot and it} 
does. Next is ‘Where Has My Little | 
Dog Gone?’ Best, though, is her! 
combining with Calloway and pian- | 
ist, Payne, for a try at ‘Hold Tight.’ | 

Maxie Armstrong, tapster (New| 
Acts) is up front in a well planned | 
routine. He’s in the groove with the | 
rest of the combo in two tries, both | 
being well liked. Berry Bros. (3) | 
come along just before the fade with 
their forte, a fast body twirl ending 
in a double knee drop. It’s now ac- 
complished by all three. Act takes 
On a knockabout aspect at times 
when the younger is intentionally 
bumped off his feet. Three get in 
clever cane tossing routines to sup- 
plement soft shoe terps. Turn is so 
fast at times that it impresses as 2 
hodge-podge of leaps, spins and 
splits. It’s appreciated. 

Fade is the usual anti-climax, 
bringing on the line, which is at- 
tractively costumed in its limited 
tries, hooked to ‘Chopsticks.’ How- 
ever, finales will have to do until 
some other way is found for re-in- 








| strenuous 


| and 


ard comedy team mops up easily with 
some brisk chatter and flock of 

dancing gags, and even 

had the bandsmen on the stand howl- 
ing. That’s not professional, but it’s | 
still good audience stuff and heart- | 
ily contagious. Other turn is Eu- | 
nice Healey, sex-appealing young- | 
ster whose clever tapping skips the | 
usual and looks almost classic in | 
style. Still showy enough, however, | 
to register big. ; 

Finish, of course, remains Good- | 
man’s ace in the hole. Brings on | 
Lionel Hampton on the drums and, | 
with Jess Stacey also sending the | 
ivories, trio thumps across a brace 
of numbers leading off with ‘World’s 
Waiting for the Sunrise’ that cues 
the jitterbug outburst. It’s the quar- 
tetting, Hampton moving down to | 
vibraphone and regular skin-beater 
slipping back onto stand, that puts 
the match to the explosive. From 
there on in it’s chaos and Goodman 
dces nothing to restrain it. 

Dave Broudy’s pit orch peddles an 
ear-filling overture between feature 
Par newsreel, with a ‘Merrie 
Melodie’ cartoon rounding out bill. | 
Biz absolute capacity at opening 








show, with the ropes up at break. 
Cohen. 
RIVERA, B’KLYN 
Don Dedman. orch (15), Laurel | 


Watkins, Evelyn Keyes, Nicodemus, 
George Dewey Washington, Sun- 
. ™ ~ reiie . 
shine Sammy and Sleepy Ww iLtiaTits, 


‘Port of Missing Girls‘ (Mono). 





Rivera’s giving its nabe trade a 
better than average show this week 
with Don Redman and Co. Spot sel- 
dom has presentations of this type, 
and in view of the response could 
conceivably have more. Customers 
make no bones about enjoying it, 
enthusiasm being most noticeable 
from the younger patrons. R. iman’s 
crew replaces Ted Eddy’s house band 
for the week. 


Redman wastes little time in get- 
ting the physical portion of the offer- 
ing on the boards. Gets going with 
his nicely styled jumv crew, then 
brings on Evelyn Keyes, tapstress, 
who clicks with well executed rou- 
tines. Footwork is clever and taps 
clear. Band comes in for several 
numbers before bringing on_ its 
vocalist, Laurel Watkins. She fol- 
lows a sock alto sax solo by Red- 
man of ‘You Go to My Head,’ with 
a swingy vocal of the same. Next 
is a like arrangement of ‘My Own,’ 
which registers in stout fashion. 
Finishes with an oldie, ‘Just for 
You, in hot style, interpolated by 





troducing the cast. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 10. 
Benny Guodman’s orch (14), Mar- 
tha Tilton, Lionel Hampton, Ross 
Wyse, Jr... & June Mann, Eunice 
Healey; ‘Fast and Loose’ (M-G). 








Pretenders to the throne notwith- 
standing, Benny Goodman is still 
swing’s head man, insofar as _ this 
burg is concerned anyway. Mob all 


but tore the house down this after- 
noon (Friday). Management had 
flock of extra ushers stationed at 
strategic points just in case, but 
they were helpless when the cats 
meowed loose. 


Explosion came during the quartet 
jam session that consumes band unit's 
last quarter-hour. In _ practically 
every section of the place kids went 
berserk, shagging up and down the 
aisles to the encouragement of prac- 
tically everybody in the packed 
house. It was an asylum for 10 min- 
utes and no holds barred. First 
time that’s ever happened in the 
W-B deluxer, and, once underway, 
there was no stopping it. 


Psychologists or pathologists may 
have an explanation other than that 
of wild hysteria, but whatever pro- 

* duces it, Goodman has oodles of the 
stuff. Those hot rhythms start in- 
nocently enough, but they grow into 
the relentless savagery of a tom-tom 
chorus. It’s a screwy era and Good- 
man seems to be its pied piper. 

Since Goodman’s last swing around 
the circuit, he’s also relaxed consid- 
erably. Not so ill at ease these days 
and has a self-assurance and en- 
gaging manner that were lacking 
previously. He projects easily across 
the foots now and lends a pleasant 
informality to the slam-bang hour. 
Show’s a solid click all the way, 
building briskly from a moderately 


conventional start into a blistering 
sock. 


Early highlights include Ziggy El- 
man’s trumpet burns with ‘And the 
Angels Sing’; Goodman's hot way 
with ‘One o’Clock Jump’ and the 
maestro’s clarineting with drum ac- 
companiment. Martha Tilton on the 
vocal end is of the modern idiom 
and makes ‘Deep Purple,’ ‘Cuckoo 
and the Clock,’ ‘Jeepers Creepers’ 


and ‘Gotta Get Some Shuteye,’ last | 


after an insistent session of palm- 
pounding, all count plenty. Those 
Goodman obligatos, effectively spot- 
ted, don’t hurt her any either. 


Unit's carrying two acts, Ross 
Wyse, Jr.. and June Mann having 
replaced Walter Dare Wahi in show 
beginning with Pittsburgh. Stand- 


bit of boogie woogie terps. 


Nicodemus’ familiar turn follows. 
His chatter is foiled by the leader 
to good results, then eases into his 
‘Po’k Chop’ vocal, followed by the 
usual terp bits. Comedian’s multi- 
syllabled fade speech gets him off 
on a solid note. George Dewey 
Washington is in-the next slot fol- 
lowing a number by the band, but 
has a tough time for the first few 
minutes. Dubious tune selection is 
responsible for early so-so impres- 
sion. Does ‘It’s a Lonely Trail,’ 
n.s.g., ‘Sing, Chillun, Sing,’ more up 
his alley, and finishes with the Wash- 
ington topper, ‘Chloe,’ with dramatic 
interpolations. Gets him a strong 
send-off. 


Sunshine Sammy and Sleepy Wil- 
liams break in with a ‘Posin’ vocal, 
then mix up Harlemese terps with 
acro and soft shoe routines to good 
advantage. Here, as well as through- 
out, the Redman crew shows up well 
in the background. Between-act hot 
serves are in the groove, one, a novel 
arrangement of ‘Auld Lang Syne,’ 
spotlighting fine brass instrumenta- 

ion, 

With Redman on stage, the house 
inaugurated a ‘jitterbug night,’ in- 
viting pew holders up to dance for 
a half hour after the show. Drew 
only three couples or so, but one 
pair consisted of two male hop- 
pers. They put on an impromptu 
act which couldn’t have been staged 
—it was too natural. Going it alone, 
one gave an imitation of burley 
queen Margie Hart doing her stuff. 
Went too far into the blue occasion- 
ally, but the customers enjoyed his 
antics almost as much as the show. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 











It took Chris Hagedorn two months 
to kayo Kid Pneumonia. He’s now 
downtowning. 

Ford Raymond, who left the Will 
Rogers for California, is now in 
Phoenix and doing well, too. 

Dolph Singer here for his annual 
| checkup. 

Katherine Keenan, approved, can 
| Tesume her job. 


Anne Comerford into the hospital, 











\their share of response from the cus- 
| tomers. 


|a huge pitcher half full of beverage. | 


| partner 


ROXY, ATLANTA 


Atlanta, March 11. 
Joe Arena, Rio & Rita, Dorn Bros. 
& Mary (3), Stroud Twins, Gae Fos- 
ter House Line (16), Mike Segal’s 
House Band (11); ‘The Affairs of 
Annabel’ (RKO). 





Neatly welded into 53 minutes of 
entertainment, including plenty of 
good novelty, this show's a pleaser 
straight through from the overture 
to Roxyettes’ flashy beach number 
finale. Clarence and Claude Stroud 
grab top honors from among four 
acts, but rest of performers draw 


okay, as is twanging a guitar. Nice- 
ly received. 

Vic Hyde combines comedy patter 
with his one man band turn. Does 
imitation of Busse, Lyman, Kemp, 
Dorsey, Waller and Armstrong, play- 
ing respective instruments of band 
leaders, while accompanying him- 
self on piano and drums. Then 
plays two trumpets at the same time, 
adding another to make it three. 
Does a tap dance while playing two 
trumpets, and finishes with four 
trumpets and baton twirling in band 
master fashion. Gags concern his 
home town of Niles, Michigan, and 
his family. They would get more 
laughs if Hyde would wear an out- 
fit in keeping with his country boy 
delivery, instead of morning coat, 





Following an opening flash by the} 
house line, gal’s leader, Joan Wells, | 
brings on Clarence Stroud for in- | 
troduction and act as emcee. Stroud, | 
in turn, introduces each of Roxy-| 
ettes individually, something that) 
hasn’t been done during nine weeks | 
these personable femmes have been | 


| working this spot. 


Line marches off to make way| 
for Joe Arena, tumbling acrobat, | 
who uses a lazy-looking bulldog, | 
equipped with license plate and tail 
light, in his act. Arena uncorks a 
tipsy business plus comedy falls, get- 
ting laughs after each by producing 
from his pockets glasses full of 
liquid which he quaffs. Final mysti- 
fication comes when he brings forth 
Closes strong with fast tumbling | 
turn with pooch. 

Johnny Rio and Ruth Rita are 
spotted next in a novelty musical 
act. Man plays harmonica and 
femme toots the clarinet in hot ren- 
dition of ‘St. Louis Blues.’ She then 
imitates pipe organ with licorice 
stick in ‘Roses of Picardy’ while 
accompanies with violin 
tones produced through rubber tube. 
They go hillbilly on Golden Stairs,’ 
man plucking guitar and playing 
harmonica and gal using sax, plus 
part-time vocalizing. They finish 
getting melody out of pair of bass 
drums with heavy cords stemming 


from heads of instruments. Over at 
this viewing. 
Dorn Brothers and sister, Mary, 


a trio alike as three peas in a pod, 
follow another house line number 
with a harmony singing turn that 
stops the show. One of boys plays 
uke accompaniments. Kids sing ‘I 
Do Impersonations,’ working in okay 
takeoffs on Tizzie Lisch, Stepin 
Fetchit, Wayne King’s band, chant 
of tobacco auctioneer, Uncle Ezra, et 
al. Then warble ‘Blue Heaven,’ ‘I 
Like Mountain Music’ and ‘How You 
Gonna Keep "Em Down on the 
Farm. Did ‘Darling Nellie Gray’ 
for first encore and for a_ second, 
‘Old Apple Tree.” Had to beg off. 

Stroud Twins follow, Claude com- 
ing onstage from audience. Boys 
chatter wins nice amount of laughs. 
Pair take liberties in front of stage 
mike they naturally wouldn’t take 
on the air, working in plenty of ad 
lib stuff to good results. They finish 
hoofing to ‘Bye-bye Blues’ to won- 
derment of local customers, who ap- 
parently do not know that twins are 
vaude performers from way back. 
They, too, had trouble getting away. 

Finale is colorful beach number 
by Roxyettes, providing good finish 
to show. 

Biz at last of four shows on open- 
ing day Saturday (11) was full up, 
with plenty of standees. Luce. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, March 10. 
Nick Lucas, Vie Hyde, Hickey 
Bros. & Alice, Three Samuels & 
Harriet Hayes, Catherine Westfield, 
Picchiani Troupe (7); ‘Yes, My Darl- 
ing Daughter (WB). 











Playing a percentage pic, house 
has turned toe six acts to stay within 
nut, sandwiching the 69 minute 
vaude turn between band bookings. 
Pic is given lion’s share of billing, 
but acts are all topnotch, hooking 
up stage end well. Open with Pic- 
chiani Troupe, seven men who do 12 
minutes of teeter board work and 
tumbling, giving the muscle enthusi- 
asts something to look at. 

Vic Hyde, spotted next to closing 
for his one-man band turn, also acts 
as emcee. Makes no attempt to build 
up the part, merely telling what 
turn is next. Catherine Westfield 
has a good novelty with a puppet 
routine, in which she dances figures 
about two feet tall, pulling the 
strings to emulate ‘Alice Blue Gown,’ 
Caesar Romero, Joe FE. Brown and 
Donald Duck, last named a fast bit 
= skates, good for laughs and sure- 

re. 

Hickey Brothers and Alice is a 
typical old-time vaude act, with one 
comic heavy on clown facial make- 
up, the other in tan grease paint. 
All the old business is in use, in- 
cluding tapping on head with tray, 
slapping with wet towel, crack on 
arm with barrel stave, descent into 
cellar for beer, and other time-| 
proven laugh-getters. Alice is tall 
redhead, who sings a couple of songs | 








{where Dr. Woodruff will operate 
}on her. 

Elvira Fuller, Carleen Knight, 
|Dorris Andrews, Hazel Coleman, | 


Tom Butler and Raymond Williams, | 
all Rogersites, on the mend. 

Alice Carman celebrating her | 
fifth year as a fineumothorax pa-| 
tient. She’s doing well. 

(Write to those who are iil.) 





as butt of comic's jokes. It’s ancient, 
but still manages to evoke some 
chuckles. 

Nick Lucas at show caught, sang 
‘Jeepers Creepers,’ ‘Penny Serenade,’ 
‘This Can’t Be Love’ and medley of 
tunes suggested by audience, clos- 
ing with special parody on ‘Side By 


striped pants and wing collar. 

Three Samuels and Harriet Hayes} 
finish with 13 minutes of polished 
dancing and comedy. Act is socko 
from start to finish, youths being 
clean looking and outfits eye-filling. 


| earlier stage career. 


ee 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, March 9. 
Gus Van, Joe Besser and Lee 
Royce, Woolford’s Pets, Robbing 
Bros. & Marge, Four Warners, Ro. 
berta Hines, Eddie Rosenwald house 
orch; ‘Homicide Bureau’ (Col) and 
‘Navy Secrets’ (Mono). 








This bill reaches its zenith when 
Gus Van steps out t> vocal a list of 
songs that look, on paper, something 
like a publisher’s catalog. ‘Walking 
Stick,’ ‘Lady Make Believe,’ ‘Is That 
Religion?’ a Yiddish number, an 
Italian ditty about Joe DiMaggio, a 
‘Cavalcade of Broadway, ‘Tiger 
Rag’ and a medley of songs from his 
Van handles 
his routine with a masterful, show- 
manly touch, selling the numbers 
in rapid succession and winning a 
flock of bows and encores. 

Van gives his pianist, Harry di 





Two boys and girl open with tap) 
routine, followed by Harriet Hayes | 
who does high kick number. The} 
boys then do a military tap, joined 
later by the girl. All four come on 
for a comedy military drill, turning 
into a foursome tap finish. 


House band works on_ stage 
throughout, with members_ looking 
nifty in new blue coats. Biz good 
at third show Friday. Kiley. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, March 11. 
Connie Boswell, Jackie Smith, 
Stanley Twins, Terry Howard & Jack 
Talley, Jimmy Dorsey orch, Bob Eb- 
erly, Ray McKinley, Helen O’Con- 
nell, Sam Kaplan house orch; Wom- 
an Doctor’ (Rep). 


Costa, a boost in a special song, in- 
troducing him as composer of ‘Tiger.’ 
Joe Besser, in the trey, wakes 'em 
up with his comedy, but shows lit- 
tle or no new material since his last 
date here. Lee Royce, his straight 
man, vocals ‘Ol’ Man River’ nicely. 

Robbins Bros. & Marge provide a 
breezy finish to the bill, with sen- 
sational flips by the two boys in the 
finale; and a swell acro number by 
Marge, who has plenty on the ball in 
the way of personality. The two 
Robbins also click in a smart pre- 
cision acro turn. 

Four Warners, in the deuce, do 
little to pep up the show. A boy 
fiddles and hoofs, simultaneously, 
and the girl vocals. Then they call 
out ‘mother and dad’ who pull off an 
eccentric dance number. 








State is still sticking staunchly to 
its mame band policy despite a re- 
cent two-day excursion into straight 
vaude which brought excellent re- 
action and comment. This week 
Jimmy Dorsey and Connie Boswell 
are bracing the marquee. 


Despite all efforts to keep the bill 
within a 75-minute running time, 
it is still going overboard each show. 
One caught Friday night (10) lagged 
15 minutes due to favorable response 
to the vocal department which sells 
itself to the hilt. All three chirpers, 
Bob Eberly, Helen O’Connell, and 
Miss Boswell were forced to beg off 
at that showing. 


Only low spot of the bill is the 
lack of showmanship of Jimmy Dor- 
sey, So far as his own stage presence 
is concerned. The vet bandsman has 
a dull stage appearance and does 
poorly as m.c. Maestro fronts his 
band all the time, doubling between 
the sax and clarinet. Billed as 
‘world’s greatest saxophonist,’ he de- 
votes as much time to the clarinet as 
he does to the sax. Does a neat job 
on both. 


Show is mainly 
enough sweet in it to please the 
antis as well. Band opens with a 
swingy number which set the pace 
for Jackie Smith, youthful hoofer. 
Lad does well with fast rhythm taps. 


Stanley Twins, two gals, get over 
with a shadow acrobatic dance. One 
of the girls is dressed from head to 
foot in a_ tight-fitting black suit. 
Dance would be better accentuated if 
a drop were used for effect. 


Helen O'Connell, band’s newest 
addition to its chirping staff, is next. 
Gal, statuesque and a looker, was 
formerly with Larry Funk. First 
stage appearance. Joined Dorsey 
about three weeks ago. Registers 
with ‘Why Not Take All of Me,’ ‘Ro- 
mance Runs in the Family,’ ‘I Cried 
for You.” Encores with ‘Hurry 
Home.’ 


Terry Howard and Jack Talley, 
boy-gal comedy team, spotted next. 
Click with cross-fire patter in which 
the girl, appropriately attired, takes 
the role of a girl of kindergarten 
age. Bob Eberly, unit’s other vocal- 
ist, a baritone, sells hi 1self with 
‘Masquerade Is Over,’ ‘Deep Purple,’ 
‘Deep in a Dream,’ and ‘Room with 
a View.’ 


Miss Boswell is well liked, and 
exudes fine personality. Sings six 
numbers before she begs off, list in- 
cluding ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ ‘Deep in 
a Dream,’ ‘Lullaby in Rhythm,’ 
‘Dinah,’ ‘Martha,’ which she claimed 
to have introed, and ‘Heart Belongs 
to Daddy.’ 

Band is in the groove with ‘Flight 
of the Bumble Bee’ with Dorsey at 
the sax, ‘Hold Tight,’ and a novelty 
number, ‘Taint What You Do, it’s the 
Way That You Do It.’ Ray McKin- 
ley, trappist, is swell in a drum solo 
of ‘Dusk in Upper Sandusky.’ 

Intermittent cold and snowy 
weather has kept attendance low. 

Eck. 


jive, but has 





Nitery Notes 


Don Roland’s orchestra succeeded 
— Lee at Marcus Daly's, Beverly 
Hills. 





Kay Parsons now at the Cafe Con- 
tinental, N Y. Until recently she 
was at the Casa Manana. 





Earl Carroll’s Hollywood theatre- 





Side.’ Voice, as always, very much 


restaurant in 10 weeks has hit 





$325,000 according to Carroll. 


Woolford’s Pets, opening the bill, 
register fairly well. The pups are 
all dachshunds, which is a novelty. 
Two dogs on a slack wire, and a 
teeter-board trick in which one pup 
tosses rubber frankfurters into the 
teeth of another, are among the best 
tricks. Although the canines do not 
perform all their tricks smoothly, 
man and woman handle them pa- 
tiently and convey the right impres- 
sion across the footlights. 

_ Roberta Hines, winner of an audi- 

tion contest here last week, is an ex- 
tra. Local gal xylophones a couple 
of tunes and does some tapping along 
with them. Has okay stage pres- 
ence, and shows she’s a better musi- 
clan than a dancer. Fox. 


New Aets 





WALTER POWELL ORCH. (12) 
With Bobbie Trotter 

16 Mins.; Full 

State, N. Y. 


Powell, a hoke trombonist, is 
from the Frank and Milt Britton 
breakaway band, but has had his 
own orchestra and a two-act on 
previous occasions. Present aggre- 
gation is supplemented by a girl 
singer, Bobbie Trotter, and is only 
partly dedicated to unabashed 
seltzer water and hoseplay. 


Act gets some laughs, but not 
enough, It is more often silly than 
funny, frequently awkward and 
honky-tonk in its devices. It messes 
up the stage, but does not make full 
use of nor adequately alibi the 
slapstick method. And because of 
inferior showmanship and _ staging, 
manifest from start to finish, it does 
not register a genuine click. 

Pointless bits and a general tame- 
ness to the proceedings, which end 
with buckets of water doused over 
a couple of the musicians, causes 
the act to lack the sparkle and spon- 
taneity that could justify the slop- 
piness and sheer practical-joke ap- 
proach. It inevitably seems syn- 
thetic, smart-alecky, self-conscious 


and— worst of all— unprofessional 
in craftsmanship. 


The girl singer jitterbugs a hot 
number with some zing. Land. 





KITTY CARLISLE 
Songs 

12 Mins.; One 
State, N. Y. 


From films and stage musicals 
(but not oe. the fact to the 
audience), Kitty Carlisle projects 
some half-dozen songs, all pops or 
semi-classics of the type known as 
‘familiar music.’ She uses a micro- 
phone, which anchors her centre- 
stage. She makes an attractive ap- 
pearance and easily conveys to her 
audience the fact that she knows 
what she’s doing. 


A voice of pleasant timbre and 
considerable volume, she is an able 
star-vocalist. They like her at the 
State. Land. 


MAXIE ARMSTRONG 
Dancing 

8 Mins.; Full 

Apollo, N. Y. 


Maxie Armstrong is a_ smooth- 
working young tapster who's evi- 
dently been around. He does two 
well-routined and executed taps here 
with the Cab Calloway orchestra and 
clicks with both. Opener is a rhyth- 
mic bit, capped by a faster encore. 

Costuming is in the groove of col- 
ored dancers. It's white tails with 


purple lapels and similar vest adorn- 
ments. 
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Managers Have Sunday Yen 





The League of New York Theatres has asked Equity to give Broad- 
way legits the same Sunday privilege accorded to productions under 
its jurisdiction at the N. Y. World’s Fair, The managers point out 
such shows at the fair will have the right to play Sundays without the 
double pay impost that stymied Broadway when Sabbath performances 


were legalized in N. Y. 


Showmen also want the right to give Sunday shows without being 
required to pay two-eighths of one week’s salary. If nine performances 
are played one extra eighth wouid apply, but should a week-day show 
be cancelled, salaries would be the same as contracted for. 








Equity Council Seeks Action on Pay 
Rise Proposal; Sunday Matter Up 
Again as Fair Gets Sabbath Right 


At a special Council session held 
by Equity last week in New York, 
minimum salaries for the New 
York’s World’s Fair were discussed. 
However, no agreement was reached. 
After a tentative schedule was pre- 


sented, calling for salaries to be 
above the legit minimums, the mat- 
ter went back to committee. 

Indicated that there’s a growing 
tendency in the Council to get action 
on the recent proposal to boost the 
minimum of seniors from $40 to $75 
weekly. The issue has not met 
the favor of Equity leaders, who 
have cautioned against so radical a 
jump on the grounds that it would 
discourage production and because 
it’s out of line with the proposals to 
rearrange budgets so that lower 
prices for tickets would be feasible. 

Trial Sought at Fair 

One suggestion was to try out the 
increased minimums at the Pair. 
That brought opposition. It was 
pointed out that the players chose 
the wrong time to experiment with 
pay scales, since the Fair won’t be 
part of the regular season and thus 
a study of the experiment couldn't 
be made as propitiously as if it were 
made during the regular season. 

Scale as proposed for the Fair’s 
‘Railroads on Parade’ calls for a $50 
weekly’ minimum for principals, but 
there’s no limit on how much play- 
ers may obtain. Ghorus would re- 
ceive $45 and extras $25. Railroad 
show will run about one hour and 10 
minutes, four times daily and 28 
times weekly. Around 250 are sched- 
uled to be used in the spec. Similar 


(Continued on page 52) 


BANK RECEIVES LYCEUM, 
N. Y., FROM LESSEES 


Lease on the Lyceum, New York, 
which has been operating with legit 
shows independently for the past 
three and a half years, has been 
turned back to the Bowery Savings 
Bank, N. Y., which acecpted cancel- 
lation because the tenants proved the 
operation was heavily in the red. Un- 
derstood the bank will operate the 
theatre, whose rental was claimed 
to be too high. 

The late Spencer Bettleheim and 
Otto Diehl were the lessces, using a 
corporate name. James F. Reilly, 
who formerly represented the Belas- 
co-Frohman interests and the bank 
on the property, is expected to be 
similarly concerned. No change in 
the front of the house is antici- 
pated. Allen Schnebbe, manager, and 
Hugh MacGauley, treasurer, have 
contracts for a year. 











Huston Play on Tour; 
N. Y. Fair Date Seen 


Walter Huston’s ‘Knickerbocker 
Holiday,’ which closed its New York 
run Saturday (11), opened Monday 
(13) in Philadelphia and will play 
Buffalo, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, De- 
troit, Columbus, Cincinnati and Chi- 
cago (three weeks) in that order. 

The play may be brought back to 
N. Y. for the World’s Fair, depend- 
ing on business indications. 
wise, show may go to San Francisco 
for the Fair there. 

The only important change in the 





cast will be that of Hannah Lee | 


Childs replacing Carol Deis for the 
tour, 





Follews Dad’s Steps 


Vinten Freedley, Jr., is co-lyricist 
of this year’s Hasty Pudding Club 
production, ‘Fair Enough,’ at Har- 
vard. Freedley’s colleague on the 
lyrie-writing is David Lannon. 

Ed Lilley and Billy Holbrook have 
been imported from New York to 
stage. 


GUILD, EQUITY IN 
EXPERIMENT AL 
THEATRE DEAL 


The Dramatists Guild is co-oper- 
ating with Equity regarding a pos- 
sible experimental theatre in New 
York. Committee consists of Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood, chairman; George 
Sklar and Russell Crouse. Equity’s 
committee includes Winifred Leni- 
han, chairman; Antoinette Perry, 
Margaret Webster, Hugh Rennie, 
Mary Morris, Worthington Miner 
and Edward Fielding. 

Cooperation between the two 
groups resulted from an Equity 
suggestion to the Guild that the lat- 
ter sit in for conferences on the sub- 
ject. 

Guild has always tended to hold 
aloof from official participation in 
conferences of the various Broadway 
groups when the managerial end is 
represented. Case in point is the 
American Theatre Council. How- 
ever, the experimental theatre proj- 
ect involves a subject in which the 
Guild is interested. Conferences are 
limited to actor and author repre- 
sentatives. 


GAITES, ALEXANDER 
SUSPENDED BY GUILD 


Joseph M. Gaites, Different, Inc., 
Alice Alexander and A. Alexander, 
Inc., all producing managements sig- 
natory to the Dramatists Guild’s 
minimum basic agreement, have 
been declared in bad standing with 
that organization. Guild members 
have been notified not to deal with 
any of the managements until they 
have been reinstated to good stand- 
ing. 

Gaites, through Different, Inc., 
produced ‘I Am Different,’ in which 
Tallulah Bankhead appeared on the 
Coast last fall. Play folded after a 
short run there. Miss Alexander, 
through A. Alexander, Inc., pre- 
sented the musical, ‘Right This Way,’ 
at the 46th Street, N. Y., last spring. 
It also had a brief stay. 


Four City Rotary Stock 
Starting at Easter Indef. 


O. E. Wee and Frank McCoy have 
completed deals for their rotary 
stock circuit due to open Easter. 


























Other- | 


Four stands have been secured for 
| indefinite dates that are expected to 


span the summer. Houses named 
are National, Washington; on, 
| Pittsburgh; Cass, Detroit, and 


Plymouth, Boston. 

Admission scale will be $1.10 top. 
First show slated ie *You Can't Take 
It With You’ 


JAMES BARTON IS 
CHIDED FOR CUSSIN’ 


James Barton has been found 
guilty by Equity of using ‘vile and 
abusive language’ backstage at the 
Forrest, New York, at various times 
during his appearance there as the 
lead in “Tobacco Road,’ from which 
he withdrew several weeks ago. | 
Eddie Garr has since replaced him. 

Indicated that the Council, which 
heard the charges early last week 
and made the decision Friday (10), 
had a collective tongue in its cheek, 








Stanley Young Play 
Tried Out in Cleve. 


‘Nights Between the Rivers,’ Stan- 
ley Young’s dramatization of a novel 
by R. L. Duffus, is being tried out 





for mild discipline was ordered. Bar- | 
ton, it’s reported, will only be/| 
reprimanded. 

The Barton matter was the result | 
of an attempt by most of the ‘Road’ | 


himself in a 
backstage. 


lors familiar with Barton, particu- 
larly his former seasons in burlesque, 


were skeptical of favorable results. 


Barton admitted he uttered the 
phrases substantially as complained 
about but said he could not under- 
stand how anyone concerned with 
such a luridly-dialoged drama as 
‘Tobacco Road’ should take offense 
at his remarks. There were around 
25 witnesses, most of them support- 
ing the complaint of Ann Dere and 
Cynthia Arden, who filed the charges 
against Barton. Since the list of 
witnesses exceeded the number in 
the play, it was explained that there 
were also character witnesses. 


Miss Dere and Miss Arden are 
still appeaging in ‘Road.’ Former 
was dismissed early in the winter 
at the insistenee of Barton. She 
then threatened to sue him, but later 
dropped plans for the suit when she 
returned to the cast. Council ruled 
that no malice was shown and as 
one member put it, the actor was 
‘just being himself.’ That would ex- 
plain the decision to mete out light 
punishment. 


Working Players 
To Be Taxed For 
IMAT Upkeep 


At a general meeting of the The- 
atrical Managers, Agents and Treas- 
urers union Thursday (9) it was de- 
cided that an assessment of 1% of 
each working member's wage is 
necessary to maintain the organiza- 
tion. This would be turned over to 
an emergency fund to balance the 
budget. 


The pending negotiations between 
the League of New York Theatres 
and TMAT are expected to provoke 
a protest from the managers because 
of a by-law which the union recently 
adopted. This rule stipulates that no 
member of TMAT may act on a com- 
mittee or represent the manager in 
a dispute or adjustment of differ- 
ences with a union. 


Claimed by the league that such a 
regulation is in direct violation of 
the understanding made between the 
managers and the union when the 
basic agreement was in negotiation. 
It was pointed out that several gen- 
eral managers who are members of 
TMAT have acted for the League on 
the labor board. When the agree- 
ment was being discussed, the League 
questioned the inclusion of company 
and house managers who frequently 
'act for the producer and operator 
in union matters. TMAT at that time 
| declared there would be no difficulty 
over such situations and showmen 
were mollified by the plan to excuse 
such members from union rules until 
ithe differences were adjusted. League 








| now contends that the by-law re-| 
| 


verses any such possibility. 


When TMAT was regenerated and 
many new members joined, 


to a plan similar to that of the stage- 
hands union. 

It’s reported, however, that a big 
majority in the union is employed 
j}and that there are more jobs than 
/usual in sight for the coming sum- 
mer. Length of time the assessment 
| would continue was not made cer- 
tain. 





players to make the actor conduct | 


‘gentlemanly’ manner | 


— 
However, some council- | 


there 
| was considerable talk of assessments 
tu help those without jobs, according | 


of Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland. Play preemed last night 


| (Tuesday) and runs through Sunday 
night (19). 
Young, author of last season’s 


‘Robin Landing,’ is one of the John 
Golden playwrighting fellowship 
holders. 





PLAY, LITERARY 
AGENTS PLAN 
POLICING 


Stirred by the arrest of Eric S. 
Pinker of the Pinker & Morrison 
agency, On a grand larceny charge, 
leading New York play and literary 
agents are considering the formation 
of a restricted, self-policing associa- 
tion to deal with the ethical con- 
siderations of the business. Although 
various ideas along similar lines 
have been suggested in recent years, 
drastic action is now expected 
shortly. 

Pinker, one of the better-known 
New York agents, was arrested Mon- 
day (13) in New York on complaint 
of E. Phillips Oppenheim. He was 
charged with having misappropri- 
ated $10,000, less his 10% commis- 





‘| sion, which he had received for the 


author from the Crowell Publishing 


Co. 

Co. According to the district attor- | 
ney’s office, additional charges | 
against Pinker raised his shortages | 
to $45,000 or $50,000. After a pre- | 
liminary hearing he was held with- | 
out bail for a formal hearing Fri- | 
day (17). 

Several of the leading drama and | 
literary agents have been agitating | 
for some time for a method of regu- 
lating the field. Incorporated So- 
ciety of Authors’ Representatives 
was formed several years ago in 
N. Y. to deal with the situation, but 
some of the foremost agencies de- 
clined to join. It’s now thought like- 
ly that the organization will dras- 
tically revive its regulatory setup, 
possibly with the cooperation of the 
holdout offices. Outfit has formerly 
been composed entirely of drama 
agents, but will probably now take 
in literary reps as well. 

It’s expected that the Authors’ 
League may take a hand in the sit- 
uation, forcing the ISAR to adopt a 
stringent self-policing code. Matter 
of agency regulation has long been 
a puzzle to the League. It is for- 
bidden by law from blacklisting 
agents, but would be empowered to 
license them under its own restric- 
tions. Organization has always re- 
fused to take the latter step, how- 
ever, since it could not enforce any 
standards as to efficiency, but only 
as to ethics and honesty. It was 
generally felt that to issue licenses 
to all ethical agents, the League 
weuld also have to sanction the 
honest but inefficient ones and 
would thereby seem to recommend 
the latter to its members. 

Reorganization of the ISAR along 
more .stringent regulatory lines, it’s 
held, might solve the League’s dif- 
ficulties, since it could then merely 
| recommend that all authors deal with 
|member agents. It would be ex- 
| piained that such recommendation 
|eoncerned only the ethics of the 
agency, not its capability. 











Lois January Signed 
| For Lew Brown Play 


January, film and_ stage 
player, was signed for the female 
lead in Lew Brown's ‘Yokel Boy 
Makes Good’ in New York on Mon- 
day (13). The play goes into re- 
hearsal in May. Others signed so 
far are Jack Pearl, Judy Canova and 
Frankie Albertson. 

Miss January flew back 
Coast Monday night (13). 


Lois 


to the 


this week by the theatre department | 


Hearings on Ticket Code Concluded: 


Ruling on Acme Vs. Equity-League 
Later as 4 Brokers Are Queried 


| 
| Hearing in New York of the Acme 
| Ticket Agency, which seeks to en- 
| join the League of New York The- 
| atres and Equity from enforcing the 
ticket code limiting premiums te 75c 
over the boxoffice price, was com- 
pleted before Morris Cooper, Jr., 
referee, Thursday (9). However, the 
| result of the proceedings will not be 
|decided for at least three weeks. 
Referee gave counsel for both sides 
two weeks to file briefs. Indications 
|are it will an additional week before 
| he reports the finding to Judge Sam- 
}uel H. Hofstadter, by whom he was 
| appointed to conduct the hearing. 

Though ticket men had figured 
that pending disposition of the case 
there would be a tendency on the 
| part of the League to let down in 
|enforcement, four brokers were 
| summoned yesterday (Tues.) by the 
| League to answer questions concern- 
ing allegations that they breached 
the code. 

League-Equity’s end of the litiga- 
tion cost will be defrayed by the 
| League, as stipulated when the code 
|decl was made with Equity. The 
|coin will come from the enforcement 
| tund, which is made up of levies paid 
| by the agencies (3%c. per ticket). It 
| was admitted that some brokers are 
paying the League and some are not. 
No action has been taken against 
| the latter as yet. Indicated that 
| the League is awaiting the outcome 
|of the Acme case before acting. 
Acme and the League will split the 
referee's fee, said to be $1,000. 


Piaces Blame fer Off Biz 


Brock Pemberton, who led the 
movement that resulted in the code, 
| blamed Broadway’s oflish business 
|on the approach of the income tax 
deadline and the ‘New Deal reces- 
sion’ and not on the code, which 
has been blamed in several circles 
for the lull. He differed with Frank 
Gillmore, former Equity head, who 
also figured in drafting the code. 
Giilmore said he thought the agen- 
cies should be eliminated because, 


} 
| 
| 








by overcharging, the brokers tended 
to lessen attendance and shorten en- 
gagements. He also averred that 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ and other long 
stayers were never aided by ticket 
‘buys,’ whereupon he was advised 
that ‘Abie’ had an eight-week buy 
before it ever opened. 

Pemberton stated that brokers had 


a definite and necessary function, 
being salesmen from producers, with 
service facilities which managers 
have not matched. While opposed 
to buys because he felt that losses 
so sustained were made up by 
brokers overcharging for successes, 
the showman con that some 
agencies might not operate out of the 
red with a 75c. maximum premium, 

Pemberton also said that a thea- 
tregoer who wants good locations on 
the last day or at a late hour also 
causes increased prices. Suggested 
| that the manager hold back a cer- 
_tain number of tickets for the last- 
day sale and for which sizable pre- 


‘Continued on page 54) 








Advisors Selected For 


| Dartmouth Drama Fete 


Advisory committee for the annual 
summer drama festival to be held at 
Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. HH. 
|has been named by the Dramatists 
Guild. Events, which are planned 
for the $1,000,000 theatre workshop 
land playhouse to be erected on the 
|campus, will probably begin during 
|the summer of 1940. Funds for the 
project are now being raised by a 
|committee of alumni. Guild will 
direct the festival Plant will be 
used for the college’s drama course 
during the regular scholastic year. 
Aim is ultimately to make the festi- 
val a sort of dramatic Bayreuth of 
ithe U. S. 

Those on the advisory committee 
include Maurice Evans, Ina Claire, 
Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, Law- 
rence Langner, Donald Oenslager, 
Guthrie McClintic, Katharine Cor- 
| nell, Brock Pemberton, Helen Hayes, 

Brooks Atkinson, Harold Clurman, 
Sam H. Harris, Jane Cowl, Raymond 
Massey, Burns Mantle, Theresa Hel- 
burn, John Golden, Robert Edmond 
| Jones, Arthur Hopkins, Max Gordon, 
Arthur Byron, Orson Welles, John 
|Mason Brown, Jo Mielziner, Lee 
Simonson, George M. Cohan and 
| Walter Huston. 








| 
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| Revision of Play Contracts Awaited 
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Before Reorg of Rotating Circuit Met. 


{ 

Reorganization of the managerial , 
end of the Legitimate Theatre Corp.., | 
formed by Arthur M. Oberfelder, of 
Denver, and two Chicagoans, is vir- | 
tually set but awaits expected re- 
vision of contracts for the rights of 
three of the four plays slated to be 
sent out. Attorneys are working on 
the adjustment, whose principal 
problem is to lower the terms, said 
to have originally called for royal- 
ties of 20%. New outfit contends it 
could not operate with such an im-| 
post. 

Fortune Gallo, who is to be execu- 
tive director, has agreed to take over 
certain financial details, including | 
the engaging of agents who would 
be members of the Theatrical Man- | 
agers, Agents and Treasurers union. 
It appears that although half a dozen 
were taken on, only two were sent 
into the field. Understood it has been 
agreed to settle claims of the others 
by payment to TMAT of $1,000, the 
coin to be distributed equally to each 
of the four members who received 
no work. 

Another matter which the union is | 
seeking to adjust concerns Ben At- | 
well, one of those retained by the | 
Oberfelder group. When the Chi- | 
cago end of the corp. was shy of | 
funds, Atwell put up $1,500, but | 
when a change in the management | 
was decided on, he demanded return | 
of the money. Reports are that par- | 

(Continued on page 54) 


SHAKE UP CAL. 
FTP: NESS SET 


Los Angeles, March 14. 

Federal Theatre Project is to be 
reorganized insofar as severance of 
administrative and technical duties 
are concerned. Following temporary 
appointment of Ole Ness, regional di- 
rector, as acting Southern California 
director, announcement of a new 
organization charter was made by 
Herbert C. Legg, Works Progress 
Administrator, and Mrs. Hallie Flan- 
agan, national FTP head. 

Under new setup administrative 
functions of the theatre project will 
be taken over by WPA, with tech- 
nical phases to be handled under 
supervsiion of Ness and other local 
project execs. Willis Lusher has 
been named technical co-ordinator 
under Linton Smith, state FTP di- 
rector. Permanent successor to 
James R. Ullman as Southern Cali- 
fornia FTP director is expected to 
be announced within 30 days. 

Mrs. Flanagan revealed that the 
Los Angeles project, as presently 
constituted, comprises 11% amateurs, 
but she held a brief for this repre- 
sentation on the ground that prom- 











ising amateur talent should not be 
overlooked. 


Equity Makes Exception 
In Alien Actor Ruling 


Exception in its alien actor rule 
was granted by Equity yesterday 
(Tuesday) to permit Robert Flemyng, 
London juvenile, to appear in ‘No 
Time for Comedy,’ S. N. Behrman 
play which the Playwrights’ Co. and 
Katharine Cornell are readying. 
Okay was granted at the request of 
Robert E. Sherwood, of Playwrights’, 
and Miss Cornell. 

Flemyng was seen in ‘Spring 
Meeting,’ which recently closed at 
the Little, N. Y. Similar request by 
another management for an excep- 
tion in Flemyng’s case was refused 
by Council two weeks ago. 














| heersal 
| preemed Sunday (12) at the Key- 





$1 Top for ‘Women’ Set 


For First Trial in Pitt) 


Pittsburgh, March 14. 

Dollar-top legit experiment, which 
was launched in Philadelphia couple 
of months ago, will be tried here 
next week for the first time with 
‘The Women.’ Show previously 
played here this season at $2 top and 
year ago at $2.75. 

All seats will be reserved with 
both downstairs and balcony going 
for $1, plus 10c tax, and the gal- 
lery seats for 50c. Results may de- 
termine whether or not Nixon be- 


i}comes a unit this summer in eight- 


city, touring stock circuit, which will 
sell establishec stage hits with guest 
stars at the same scale. 





Piay on B’way 


FAMILY PORTRAIT 


Lenore Coffee 
presented by 


Drama 
and 


in three acts by 
William Joyee Cowen; 





Cheryl Crawford in association with Day 
Tuttle and Richard Skinner; stars Judith 
Anderson; staged by Margaret Webster; 
settings and costumes, Harry Horner; at 
the Morosco, N. Y., March 8, '39; $3.30 
top. 
MOI. is iicceceeseceecosoes Judith Anderson 
Damnilel...cccccocccccccececeres Ronald Reiss 
JOSOMN . ooo ccccccccccccescess Norman Stuart 
A Shepherd... .ccccccscccccssess Max Leavitt 
POON «0 cn an ses dks bn 0404 Virginia Campbell 
Bs tus 00 00460 60600000006 608 James Harker 
Mary Cleophas...ccccccseees Evelyn Varden 
TROUE ci vccccesssoecesoveesesecs Lois Austin 
SHMON. os ccccereecvcesscvcevecece Tom Ewell 
TOMES. o ccdccccrdcceccccsceses Philip Coolidge 
Mordecal..ccccceccsscccecess William Foran 
ROUIMAR. cc ccccccacccccbaeesone Kathryn Grill 
EDOM. cc ccccsccccesccccececeses Philip Truex 
BEGURIOS, . ckcncotvecéocececeess Hugh Rennie 
A. Disciple. .cscccviccscosose Leonard Elliott 
SO. 6 0.55 06 0045060066066 080060 Eula Guy 
APPIUG BSGriRhs «occ cs ccdersovss Guy Spaull 
BOs ¢5es460u60 08004060 Ruth Chorpenning 
PRA -BAMUEl . oc osc cdccsesenes Bram Nossen 
PN dh ao sa6escunsedcedesteeseees Will Lee 
Woman of Jerusalem.........Lois Jameson 
CNN e 6044444550 0n 509004504468 Eugene Schiel 
Mary of Magdala........Margaret Webster 
OT err Ter Te Ronald Hammond 
PO 63 6 8 4640.55.0000004046004" Philip Truex 
SND 6 0.50606 6.04d0@ensdbne Josephine McKim 
Leban of DamascuS......-+.0.. Guy Spaull 
A play of biblical characters, 


though not in the phraseology of the 
world’s greatest document, ‘Family 
Portrait’ doesn’t impress as being 
dramatic enough, though it may 
arouse general discussion. 


It is the story of Jesus of Naza- 
reth, as gleaned from his family. 
He does not appear, nor is there any 
reference to his birth, and no claim 
by Mary that he was more than an 
average man. His father is men- 
tioned as a carpenter, a trade also 
followed by his brothers, who decry 
his wanderings and his appearances 
in the synagogue, for ‘a prophet is 
not without honor, but (except) in 
his own country, and among his own 
kin and in his own house,’ so Jesus 
said (St. Mark). 


Through the play parade names 
familiar to the Bible, but outstand- 
ing is Mary, wondering about her 
son who has gone amidst the people 
in the big cities and the hinterlands. 
_ The scene in the Jerusalem house 
is the most recognizable; it’s that of 
‘The Last Supper.’ In the distance 
there are sounds of Pilate’s trum- 


(Continued on page 54) 





New Masses’ Satirical 
Revue Opens in N. Y. 
Club, but Eyes B’way 


Inspired by the success of ‘Pins 
and Needles,’ New Masses mag has 
produced ‘Sunday Night Varieties,’ 
a group of satirical musical sketches, 
and is negotiating for a Broadway 
house as a show window. In re- 
four weeks, the revue 





note club, a small hall on West 52d 
street, N. Y. 

Performers, of whom all but two 
are strictly ams, never functioned as 
a body prior to being assembled by 




















“STARS IN YOUR EYES” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 





;and Needles.’ 
| efforts are ‘I Don’t Want to Be Scar- 


the 


director Nat Lichtman. Exceptions 
are Danny Kaye, formerly with Abe 


| Lyman’s orch, who does most of the 


impersonations, and Claire Ver- 
monte, diseuse frequently spotted in 
niteries. 

John Latouche and Bernece Ka- 


| zounoff, who've contributed music 
|end lyrics for several numbers, also 


shared in scripting the book for ‘Pins 
Among their current 


lett—I Want to Be Red,’ 
‘Blase,’ a takeoff on cafe society. 
An audience of about 200 witnessed 
show’s debut. A repeat per- 
formance is scheduled for next Sun- 


and 


_day night (19) at $1 top. 








Philadelphia, March 14. 
Yiddish legit will take over the 
Walnut Street when the Federal 
Theatre Project leaves the theatre 
March 25. House will be operated 
by Joseph E. Becker, agent for the 


owners, with a repertory group from 


Mew York produced by Edwin A. 
Relkin. 

FTP may return to the house in 
May with Moliere’s ‘Would-be Gen- 
tleman’ and/or a mixed (colored and 
white) dance group doing ‘Spirituals 
to Swing.’ ‘Spirochete,’ d-amatizing 
conquest of syphilis, is currently in 
the house. Biz punk. 


R. L. HAGUE, 58 
SUCCUMBS 
INN. 


The patron saint of the Lambs 
club, Robert L. Hague, 59, died in 
New York March 8 following a heart 
attack. He had been ill for some 
time with diabetes. Funeral services 
were conducted Saturday (11) at the 
Little Church Around the Corner, 
N. Y¥., which was thronged with 
mourners. 

His benefactions were many and 
always done without publicity, and 
he was recognized as one of the most 
generous hosts on Broadway. After 
a varied career he made his mark 
in San Francisco marine circles. He 
served later on the shipping board 
during the World War, then joined 
the Standard Oil Co. of New Jer- 
sey, becoming v.p. and manager of 
the largest fleet of tankers in the 
world. 

Hague had admittedly saved the 
Lambs from insolvency. He is said 
to have contributed from $25,000 to 
$50,000 annually to the club. He 
was once its treasurer, and when he 
wished to withdraw from that post 
a petition was signed by virtually 
every member asking that he re- 
main for another term, which he did. 

His parties before and after the 
club’s annual Gambols at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., were well 
known, It’s been estimated that such 
parties cost Hague around $10,000 
each. 

One of his best friends was Gene 
Buck, president of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. A prominent clubman, 
Buck gathered the cream of after- 
dinner talent for an affair in honor 
of Hague, several years ago at the 
Lambs. At that time Buck alluded 
to Hague as ‘the stage-struck sailor’ 
who married four times. Hague cor- 
rected him by saying ‘five,’ but no 
one seems to have learned the iden- 
tity of that mate, 

His widow, Mary Lewis, who went 
from the ‘Follies’ to the Metropoli- 
tan Opera Co., attended the funeral. 
They had been separated. Also pres- 
ent was Edith Bobe, a modiste, to 
whom he had been previously wed. 
Latter was robbed of $100,000 in 
jewels one night after the couple 
had returned from an affair. 

Hague is also known to have been 
a silent backer of legit shows. Many 
times he aided indigent members of 
the Lambs. William Gaxton, who 
headed the club for several years, 
was his favorite actor, and they were 
inseparable friends. Not infrequently, 
and always around the holidays, 
there were notices on the call board 
at the club to the effect that all 
members were invited to dine at his 
expense. 

Last rites were attended by nota- 
bles in and out of show business. 
His mother, 88, who is b!‘ad, planed 
in from Arizona to be present. 








Engagements 


Mary Mason, ‘The Primrose Path.’ 

Whitford Kane, ‘Hamlet’ (road 
company). 

Alberta Perkins, Robert Fleming, 
‘No Time for Comedy’. 

Bill Robinson, Robert Parrish, Ed- 
die Green, Gwendolyn Reyde, Mau- 
rice Ellis, Rose Brown, J. A. Lillard, 
‘The Hot Mikado.’ 

Tala Birell, Philip Reed, Arnold 
Korff, Lloyd Gough, Otto Hulett, 
Dorothy McGuire, Lois Hall, Stiano 
Braggiotti, George Reynolds, Roland 
Hogue, ‘My Dear Children,’ 











The late Robert L. Hague, Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey official, who 
died last week in New York, was one of the most active members of the 
Lambs in addition to being a lay member of Equity. He had no participa. 
‘tion in Equity affairs other than paying dues. 
| has been considerably reduced, but belonging are A. O. (Bert) Brown, 


Equity’s lay membership 


former Shepherd of the Lambs, and Dudley Field Malone, the attorney, 
William Gaxton, also a former Lambs Shepherd, was.perhaps Hague's 


closest intimate. 


a cafe recently. 


member the incident. 


priced at $3.30, which is the top. 
reduction of 25% is made. 


didate in 1936, since boyhood. 


a dude ranch in Cody, Wyo. 
years. 
however. 


The magnate had a habit of sending the actor a $20 gold 
piece on the opening night of all shows in which Gaxton appeared. When 
gold was ruled out as currency, Hague secured the double eagles from 
coin stores, paying nearly double the original value for them. 





There are two versions of what happened, if anything, to Dick Maney in 
He was at a table with Warden Lawes, of Sing Sing, and 
it was reported the latter socked the press agent. 
Maney leaned on the table with his chin cupped in his hand, the elbow 
slipped off the edge and his kisser struck the table. 

Maney says it must have been another fellow. 


Another report is that 


At least, he doesn’t re- 





Block sales of tickets for “The American Way,’ at the Center, N. Y., are 
generally available but under certain stipulations. 
less than 200 call for a concession, such block sales 


Theatre parties of not 
eing limited to tickets 


If that many tickets are arranged for, a 
Biggest call for tickets applies to intermediate 
prices, and the advance for such extends well into May. 





‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ which closed Saturday (11) at the 46th Street, 
N. Y., grossed approximately $360,500 for its 165 performances, not includ- 
ing two benefits, at that house and the Ethel Barrymore, N. Y. Maxwell 
Anderson-Kurt Weill musical copped an additional $37,000 for 25 per- 
formances during its tryout in Hartford, Boston and Washington. 
in Philadelphia this week for the first stop on a second tour. 


Show is 





Brock Pemberton, who stated at the ticket hearing last week that the 
New Deal might, among other things, explain a recession in Broadway 
legit, has been a friend of Alf T. Landon, the Republican presidential can- 


Showman acted on a committee during the Kansan’s campaign. 

Hope Williams, who played Miss Prism in the recent revival of ‘The 
Importance of Being Earnest,’ and is now touring with the company, runs 
This is her first stage appearance in four 
She has operated the ranch for 10 years, coming east each winter, 





Yiddish Play 
The World Trembles 


Musical revue in two parts, 21 scenes, 
prolog and epilog, Yiddish Bande from 
Poland, presented by Maurice Schwartz in 
association with Ignati Son; sketches and 
lyrics, I. Nozhik, M. Brodherson, 
Gebirtig. S. Yanovsky, Zisy Katz, J. Fried- 
man, M. Broyde, J. Weinberg, Joseph 
Goldstein, Itzig Manger, P. Katz, Bruno 
Yashinsky, M. Zoshtchenko; music, Joseph 


Kaminsky, David Begelman, M. Gebirtig, 
M. Broyde, Manasz Oppenheim, H. Rubin, 
A. Kohn, I. Nozhik; staged by A. Stotk- 


feder; settings, A. Lieberman; musical di- 
rector, Sholem Secunda; at the Yiddish 
Art, N. Y., four weeks, opening Feb. 27, 


'39; $2.75 top. 

Cast: Lily Liliana, Malvina Rappel, Leon 
Liebgold, Zisy Katz, Chana Grosberg, 
David Lederman, Isaac Rottman, Manasz 
Oppenheim, Selma Karen. 





Maurice Schwartz has endowed 
his name to the presentation of ‘The 
Worid Trembles,’ but there ends the 
distinction of this. so-called musical 
revue. Unknown in this country, 
though popular in its native Poland, 
the Yiddish Bande is showing noth- 
ing more than a series of misfit 
sketches, generally trite lyrics and 
undistinctive music. 

This revue might perhaps have 
some appeal for those with a knowl- 
edge of Old World theatrics, but in 
its modern form it’s nothing more 
than a hodgepodge; an unsuccessful 
attempt to modernize corny Yiddish 
theatre into a modern hauteur. 

Here and there is a bit of poten- 
tiality, made so only because of the 
zest with which the cast performs. 
It’s a sprightly bunch that works 
hard enough, led by m.c, Manasz 
Oppenheim, who's attired in tails, 
and who contributes some wit and 
sparkle to the proceedings. 

The satire runs the gamut, from 
the chassidic plaint to the inevitable 
Third Reich. Of the performers, 
Chana Grosberg, Oppenheim and 
Lily Liliana stand out. 

The first-night audience was very 
appreciative. 


Play Out of Town 
SKYLARK 


Boston, March 13. 


Drama In three acts by Samson Raphael- 





son; stars Gertrude Lawrence; features 
Glenn Anders, Lee Patrick, Donald Cook; 
staged by the author; settings, Donald 
Oenslager; presented by Jofin Golden at 
me Shubert, Boston, March 13, '39; $2.75 
op. 

TOG FURAN sc oc cisccvdeces William David 
WOOT GONG. ob csccecesines Walter Gilbert 
 , Parr Horace Sinclair 
Paulette Valentine............ Lee Patrick 
ee Ws 6 406084660hinscéal Ann Driscoll 
OT Ns £904. 6a Seas eeds Donald Cook 
ve Pre Gertrude Lawrence 
Harley Valentine............ Robert Burton 
Bill ER ea Glenn Anders 
i Pee, ee Olga Hansen 





Gertrude Lawrence has stepped 
from ‘Susan and God’ to another hit 
in ‘Skylark.’ Samson Raphaelson 
has written for her one of the best 
roles of her career. The play, too, 
is Just as good news for Donald 


00 
pony Kenyon (Cook) is a young 
big-Shot in the advertising business. 
The long hours and intense, high 
pressure of his job make him lose 
some of his devotion for Lydia (Miss 
Lawrence). After 10 years of mar- 





riage she has everything but ro- 


mance. Being pleasant to the nasty 
wife of the ad agency president is 
another gripe. A young, hard-drink- 
ing lawyer, with a poetic taste for 
life, is the lover of the boss’ mate 
until he switches attention to Lydia. 

His invitation to step out of the 
high-bracket living to sail away with 
him on a cruise sways Lydia to the 
point of announcing divorce inten- 
tions to her astonished husband, 
Tony, however, goes to work to re- 
capture the lost love as Bill Blake 
almost gets Lydia onto his boat. 
Tony blasts hell out of the boss’ 
wife, chucks his job, high brackets 
and all, and tells Lydia they’re going 
to start all over again with a cruise 


of their own. That clinches the 
deal. 
Theatregoers in the big income 


group will recognize their own strug- 
gle in the Kenyons, and the balcony 
contingent will get a glow of reas- 
surance out of Tony’s renunciation 
of the same struggle. That adds up 
to broad appeal. 

Lee Patrick scores as the chippy 
and Walter Gilbert and William 
David are convincing as _ breezy 
agency men. Glenn Anders opening 
night didn’t have a firm grasp on 
his role of the interloper. Horace 
Sinclair turns in a good butler char- 
acterization. 

Direction is good. Donald Oens- 
lager’s single set is loaded with fur- 
nishings that challenge the agility 
of the players. Fox. 


Two Shows Out 


‘Mrs. O’Brien Entertains’ closed at 
the Lyceum, New York, Saturday 
(11), after playing five weeks. Re- 
viewers bore down on the Irish 
dialect comedy, and thereafter the 
play failed to show much improve- 


ment. Takings approximated $4,000 
weekly, 








MRS. O’BRIEN ENTERTAINS 


Opinions were divided on this 
third George Abbott production 
of the season. Atkinson (Times) 
called it ‘uproar and hokum’.. . 
‘probably the ‘Hellz-a-poppin’ of 
the intellectual drama.’ Coleman 
(Mirror) described it as ‘a senti- 
mental delight.’ Anderson (Jour- 
nal-American) said it was ‘slight- 
ly o’tiresome.’ Variety (bee) 
predicted ‘a limited engagement.’ 








‘Close Quarters’ lasted but one 
week at the Golden, being taken off 
Saturday also. It was a two-person 
play that failed to get the nod of 
first nighters. 





CLOSE QUARTERS 

Notices on this two-character 
melodrama were uniformly un- 
favorable. Watts (Herald-Trib- 
une) wrote that it was ‘totally 
lacking in genuine dramatic ef- 
fectiveness. Whipple (World- 
Telegram) thought it ‘childish, 
maudlin and beyond reason.’ 
Variety (Ibee) said it was ‘doubt- 
ful of more than a mild engage- 
ment.’ 
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Smash $22,000 in Chi Opening: 
Kiss Boys’ OK $12,300; ‘Life’ Off, 6146 





LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


VARIETY 51 











Chicago, March 14, 

Town is housing an absolute smash 
in ‘I Married an Angel,’ which came 
into the Grand Opera House last 
Tuesday (7) and smacked over the 
best newspaper and word-of-mouth 
comment any show has gotten around 
this burg in years. 


Show is playing eight perform- 
ances, with no showing Monday 
nights. 


On Sunday (12) ‘Angela Is 22’ got 
away at the Selwyn, but advance was 
meek and on general reaction there 
appears to be a short stay in sight. 
‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ is beginning to 
taper off. - . 

At the Erlanger ‘What a Life’ is 
going well on w.-of-m., with the $1.65 
top also indicating helping. | 

The Federal Theatre is coming into 
the Great Northern next week with 
‘Big Blow,’ while the Shakespearean 
repertory run for the Blackstone is 
now in rehearsal and due some time 
next month, 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘| Married an Angel’ (Grand (ist 
week) (1,300; $3.30). Came in to ter- 
rific advance and now, following 
great notices and comment, the box- 
office sports a constant queue. In 
eight performances, three of which 
were mats, nabbed $22,000. 

‘Kiss Boys Goodbye,’ Harris (9th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). With fewer 
conventions in town, the gross here 
feels the pinch; $12,300. 

‘What a Life,’ Erlanger (2d week) 
(1,400; $1.65). Holding to good pace 
and looks able to carry on for several 
weeks. Took $6,500. 

WPA 

Federal Ballet, Blackstone. 


HEPBURN BIG 
236 IN WASH. 


Washington, March 14. 

The Capital turned out big for “The 
Philadelphia Story,’ starring Kath- 
arine Hepburn, last week. Show 
was on American Theatre Society 
Subscription list, which assured it of 
a good week, but swell reviews sent 
it soaring by Wednesday and by Sat- 
urday they were turning "em away. 

Current is Orson Welles’ ‘Five 
Kings,’ with Friday night perform- 
ance out because of Welles’ radio 


Next and the extra mat Thursday. 








ext is Cornelia Otis Skinner in 

andida.” 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ National 
(1,698; $2.75 top). Soared at mid- 
week to finish with $23,000. 


“WOMEN’ CLICKS, $7,500, 
IN BALTIMORE REPEAT 


Baltimore, March 14. 
Nothing current with ‘West of 
Broadway,’ starring Ruth Chatterton, 
due at Ford’s for three days, starting 
March 20. 

Last week, ‘The Women,’ at Ford’s, 
garnered some profit in a repeat date. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘The Women,’ Ford’s (1,900; $1). 
Matinees extra bullish for satisfac- 
tory $7,500. 











“Whiteoaks’ Opens 2-Wk. 
L.A. Stand, Okay $11,000 


Los Angeles, March 14. 

Ethel Barrymore 
winds up two fair weeks at the Bilt- 
more Saturday (18), house then go- 
ing dark for several stanzas. Younger 
clientele failed to show more than 
Passing interest in the Barrymore 
Opus, but oldsters got quite a thrill. 
Irene Rich in ‘A_Broom for the 
ride,” by Jacques Deval, comes in 


April 8 or 15. Luther Green is pro- 
ducing. 


Estimate for Last Week 


“Whiteoaks,’ Biltmore (lst week) 
(1,656: $2.75). Miss Barrymore's first 
Visit to the Biltmore in 10 years 
brought satisfactory $11,000 on first 
of two weeks’ enga™ement. Moderate 
advance for current stanza. 


} WPA 
Run, Little Chillun,’ Mayan; keeps 
on rollin’ along. 
Two-a-Day,’ Hollywood  Play- 
house; 20 weeks and still drawing. 
‘High Tor,’ Belasco; fairish ama- 
teur effort. 





‘ABIE’ SLIM IN NEWARK 
ase Newark, N. J., March 14. 
Abie’s Irish Rose,’ at the Newark 

Opera House here, grossed only 
about $1,009 last week. 
troubles hurt considerably. 


> 


in ‘Whiteoaks’ | 


‘Angela’ Way Off in Pitt, 
Barely Getting $5,200 


Pittsburgh, March 14. 
The Nixon had a lull last week 
with ‘Angela Is 22,’ show barely get- 
ting $5,200. 

Reviewers were fairly kind to the 
comedy and generally figured 
that Sinclair Lewis-Philip Merivale 
names would help some. Practically 
no window sale at all and only thing 
that saved it from complete disaster 
Was advance sale to ATS subscrib- 
ers, who were offered seats at series 
of cut-rates, despite fact that ‘An- 
gela’ wasn’t included in regular so- 
ciety program. 

House has Cornelia Otis Skinner’s 
‘Candida’ current, with nice chunk 
of dough in b.o, at opening, also on 
sliced scale for ATS pew-holders. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Angela Is 22,’ Nixon (2,100; $2.75). 

Under $5,200. 


‘Kings Steady 
In Hub, $16,000: 
Chatterton 0G 


| 








; Boston, March 14. 

‘Five Kings,’ the compressed caval- 
cade from Shakespeare, produced by 
Orson Welles, became more concen- 
trated after its somewhat tedious 
opening, and business held up fairly 
well during its second week. 

‘West of Broadway,’ starring Ruth 
Chatterton, didn’t fare so well in its 
opening tryout week. Moves to 
Baltimore Saturday night (18), after 
two frames here. No Broadway 
booking had been announced by last 
weekend (11). 

‘Skylark,’ starring Gertrude Law- 
rence, opened here last night (Mon.) 
|as did ‘Philadelphia Story,’ starring 
| Katharine Hepburn, backed by a 
very big advance. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Five Kings,’ Colonial (2d week) 
(1,643; $2.75). Supported by a sub- 
scription list and relatively little 
transient trade, did okay in two 
weeks, finished with $16,000 for final 
frame. Talk is that prospects on 
Broadway are dubious. 

‘West of Broadway,’ Wilbur (lst 
week) (1,227; $2.75). Opening got 
ye press. irst week around 


SEE ‘ANGELA’ FOLDING 
IF BIZ DOESN'T IMPROVE 


Pittsburgh, March 14. 

Talk here last week was that the 
Sinclair Lewis-Fay Wray play, ‘An- 
gela Is 22,’ produced by John Wild- 
berg, would fold shortly unless it 
caught on in Chicago, where it 
opened Sunday night (12). ‘Angela’ 
has been out more than two months 
and is understood to be dropping 
coin consistently. Cast agreed to 50% 
cut in Toronto, Pittsburgh and first 
week in Chicago, and reports are 











that most of the players are unwill- 
ing to continue on that basis beyond | 
present stanza in the Windy City. 

Philip Merivale, who took over | 
leading role from Lewis some time | 
ago, was particularly anxious to pull | 
out, but was willing to wait for a 
replacement if show was to continue. | 
Reliably reported that most of the | 
dough that’s already been sunk into | 
‘Angela’ is Lewis’ own. 

Co-author was due to step out of | 
the cast as ‘commentator’ (consisting 


Chi opening night. 


‘Daughter’ Off, B’klyn | 








Brooklyn, March 14. 

Rush of live stuff for a change in 
downtown sector of City of Churches. | 
Werba’s reopened last week with | 
‘Darling Daughter’ with several 
members of original Broadway cast 
included. 

Film version of ‘Daughter’ is at the | 
Fabian Paramount, one block from 
Werba’s. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Wer- 
ba’s Brooklyn (1,529; 75c). Revival 
of stage play because of film version | 
publicity not much help; $1,500. 





Friars to Frolic 
The Friars Club is staging its 30th 





Union 


‘annual frolic at the Alvin theatre, | 
New York, April 9. 
Bill Brandel] is in charge, 





Current Road Shows 


(WEEK OF MARCH 13) 

‘Angela Is 22’ (Philip Merivale)— 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Candida’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 
—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Co.—Forrest, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Five Kings’ (Orson Welles, Bur- 
gess Meredith)—National, Washing- 
ton. 

‘Flashing Stream’—His Majesty’s, 
Montreal (14-18). 

‘I Married an Angel’ (Dennis King, 
Vera Zorina)—Grand, Chicago. 

‘Importance of Being Earnest’ 
(Clifton Webb, Estelle Winwood, 
Hope Williams)—Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto. 

‘Kiss Beys Goodbye’ (No. 2)—Har- 
ris, Chicago. 

‘Kiss Boys Geedbye’ (No. 3)—Cox, 
Cincinnati. 

‘Knickerbocker Heliday’ (Walter 
Huston)—Chestnut, Philadelphia . 

Lunt-Fontanne Repertory—Forum, 
Wichita (13); Municipal Auditorium, 
Kansas City, Mo. (14-15); Shrine 
Auditorium, Des Moines (16); Iowa, 
Cedar Rapids (17): Orpheum, Daven- 
port (18). 

‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 
Hepburn )—Colonial, Boston. 

‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
Shubert, Boston. 

‘Susan and God’ (Jessie Royce 
Landis}—Hartman, Columbus _ (13- 
15); Victory, Dayton (16); Memorial 
‘Auditorium, Louisville (17-18). 

‘Tobacee Road’—National, 
ville. 

‘West of Broadway’ (Ruth Chatter- 
ton)—Wilbur, Boston. 

‘What a Life’—Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)— 
Biltmore, Los Angeles.. 

*‘Women’—Shubert, New Haven. 


‘HELLZAPOPPIN’ DEAL 
SET FOR ENGLAND? 


London, March 14. 

Before sailing for the U. S. last 
week, J. J. Shubert closed a deal 
with Lee Ephraim for the presenta- 
tion of ‘Hellzapoppin’ in London. 
George Black originally acquired the 
English rights, calling for Olsen and 
Johnson, but relinquished them be- 
cause the team may not be available 
for two years. 





Louis- 











Shubert office in New York states 
that no deal has been consummated 
for a London production of the 
musical, 


‘Kiss Boys,’ $10,400 


Richmond, ‘March 14. 
Third company of ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ winding up a split week of 
seven performances here last Satur- 
day night, pulled a total gross of 
$10,400. ree 
Previous stands were in Wilming- 
ton, Del., and Charlottesville, Va. 


Future Plays 


‘The Wedding Day,’ a musical razz 











(on the marriage of wealthy young- 


sters, written by Clare Boothe, is set 
for next fall under the aegis of Max 
Gordon. A score by Rodgers and 
Hart will augment the script. 

‘To Helen,’ contemporary’ love 
story by Henry K. Moritz, a new 
playwright, has been acquired by 
Jerome Mayer, who’s mulling a 
spring production. 

‘Slumbering Gods,’ a new play by 


of five-minute curtain speech) after Louise Vaupel, recently tried out by | week) (D-1,099; $3.30). 
the Washington Heights (N.Y.) The-| until well past Easter; colored cast 


atre Guild, will be produced on 
Broadway early next month by John 
J. Livingston and Gertrude Kiick. 
Play is now being cast and rehear- 


| sals are slated to start within the | modest grosser; $4,500. 
, coming week. 


No theatre has yet 
been selected. 

‘The Devil and Daniel Webster,’ an 
American folk opera based upon a 
short story by Stephen Vincent 
Benet, is scheduled to open April 20 
at the American Lyric theatre in St. 
Louis. Already cast are Nancy Mc- 
Cord, John Gurney and George 
Rasely. Frit. Reiner has _ been 
named musical director, and John 
Housman is directing. Composer is 
Douglas Moore. 

‘Sing a Song of Six Penee’ is pres- 


ently slated to be Eddie Dowling’s | 


first production of next season. Fan- 
tasy by Bertram Bloch will star Ray 
Dooley (Mrs. Duewling) and will be 
directed by Dowling. 


— = ee 


‘American Way’ Maintains Bway 
Lead, $40,000; ‘Hellz’ Sets Pace For 
| Musicals; ‘Lincoln, Foxes’ Big 








Ratings among the Broadway lead- 
;ers were unchanged last week. “The 
| American Way’ maintained its front- 
/running pace, helped to big mat- | 
| inee business by the $2.20 top. Drama | 
| spectacle again went around $49,000. 


‘Hellzapoppin’ is the No. 1 musical, 
aided by an extra matinee. It’s the 
;only show on a_ three-afternoon 
| basis. ‘Leave It to Me’ is the runner- 
| up, with ‘Stars in Your Eyes’ in the | 
a position. ‘Boys from Syracuse’ | 
| has dipped and so has ‘Set to Music.’ 
‘One for the Money,’ an intimate re- 
vue, has improved, although takings 
are still modest compared with other 
musicals. ; 

‘Family Portrait,’ which opened at 
the Morosco last mid-week, drew a 
partially strong press, but other no- | 
tices were unfavorable and the relig- 
|}ious drama’s chances are in doubt. 
|‘Close Quarters,’ a two-person drama, 
| bowed at the Golden last week and | 
|folded Saturday (11). ‘Awake and 
Sing’ was revived at the Windsor by 





the Group Theatre, which originally 
|slated it to halve the week with 
| ‘Rocket to the Moon.’ Demand for 
| ‘Awake,’ however, was strong enough 
|to schedule it for six performances 
weekly, with ‘Rocket’ performing at 
| both Saturday shows. 

| Straight show leaders, exclusive 
| of ‘American Way,’ are ‘Abe Lincoln’ 
| and ‘The Little Foxes.’ Some of the 
earlier favorites have dropped but 
are classed as summer possibilities. 
‘Henry IV’ has been doing well but 
is to quit soon. ‘White Steed’ has 
been affected lately and was primed 
to move from the Broadhurst into a 
smaller house. Instead it switched 
into the Shubert. 

Frank Fay’s vaudeville show at the 
44th Street was rated around $11,000 
for the first full week and it was 
questionable if it got better than an 
even break. 

In addition to ‘Quarters,’ ‘Mrs. 
O’Brien Entertains’ closed at the Ly- 
ceum Saturday (11). 

WPA’s ‘Swing Mikado’ was report- 
ed drawing very well at the New 
Yorker at $1.10 top, while ‘Sing for 
Your Supper,’ another WPA-er, is 
skedded soon. Next week the com- 
mercially produced ‘Hot Mikado’ is 
due into the Broadhurst at $3.30 top. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
(22d week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Sea- 
son’s top ranking drama continues to 
lead straight plays; somewhat off in 
income tax period but still big; 
nearly $19,000, 


‘Boys From Syracuse,’ Alvin (17th 
week) ‘M-1,255; $4.40). Slipped but 
should come back; expected to stick 
through season; $22,000. 


‘Close Quarters,’ Golden. Yanked 
Saturday (11) after one week; got 
weak press. 

‘Family Portrait,’ Morosco (2d 
week) (D-961; $3.30). Some raves 
but generally divided press; business 
miid after mid-week debut for con- 
troversial biblical drama. 

‘Gentle People,’ Belasco (i1lth 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Has been 
tapering; recent grosses off, with the 
count going under $10,000. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(26th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Front 
running musical playing three mati- 
|/nees weekly and topping $33,000. 
| ‘Ef Must Love Semeone,’ Longacre 
(6th week) (C-1,019; $3.30). Improve- 
ment made upon cast changes; Satur- 
day (11) claimed very good; rated 
around $4,500. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Miller 
(25th week) (C-944; $3.30). Laugh 
show expected to run through the 
summer; under previous pace but 
| steady money-maker; $11,500. 
| ‘Leave It to Me,’ Imperial (19th 
| week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Runner-up 





pace, which was around $6,000 for 
‘Rocket.’ 

‘Set te Music,’ Music Box (9th 
week) (R-1,090; $4.40). English re- 
vue has been steadily slipping of 
late; approximated $16,000 last week; 
but expected to come back. 

‘Stars in Your Eyes,’ Majestic (6th 
week) (M-1,717; $4.40). Latter half 
of the week big; rated around 
$27,000 mark and up with iop musi- 


| cals. 


‘The American Way,’ Center (8th 
week) (D-3,483; $3.30). Attendance 
regarded as amazing; patriotic drama 
in big house leads the list with 
$40,000. 

‘Fhe Little Foxes,’ National (5th 
week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Looks set for 
run; attendance again improved and 
gross quoted at $18,500. 

‘The Primrese Path,’ Biltmore 
(1lth week) (CD-991; $3.30). Slated 
to move and may continue well into 
spring period, eased off but okay at 
better than $7,000 

‘The White Steed,’ Shubert (10th 
week) (D-1,387; $3.30). Moved here 
from the Broadhurst, although busi- 
ness has been on the downgrade; un- 
der $8,500. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (275th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Run leader 
turning some profit; $5,000 and aimed 
for another summer. 

‘What a Life,’ Mansfield (48th 
week) (C-1,050; $3.30). Using cutrates 
but operating profitably, with takings 
approaching $4,500. 

Revivals 

‘Henry Iv’, St. James (7th week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). Last three weeks 
announced; along with ‘Hamlet’ will 
play on road; $15,000. 

‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (13th 
week) (D-873; $3.30). May top origi- 
nal engagement’s run and_ gross; 
$8,500, and stay indefinite. 

Added 

‘Tell My Story,’ Mercury (ist 
week) (D-682; $2.75). Postponed from 
last week; opens tonight (Wed.). 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(68th week). New numbers brought 
some improvement last week, with 
the gross bettering $4,500, satisfac- 
tory for intimate revue; more added 
numbers due and critics will again 
be invited. 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Musie 
Hall. Laying off; may resume after 
Easter. 

Vaudeville, 44th St.; okay at week- 
end; quoted around $11,000; profit 
doubtful, 


WPA 
‘Swing Mikado,’ New Yorker; 
claimed big at $1.10 top. 
‘Androcles and Lion,’ Lafayette, 
Harlem. 
‘Pinecchio,’ Ritz. 
‘Awake and Sing,’ Daly’s (Yiddish). 


EARNEST 5!46; 
PHILA. LOOKS UP 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

Next three weeks promise to be 
lively for Philadelphia legit. 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. started its 
three weeks’ stay at the Forrest last 
night (Mon.) with an advance of al- 
most $50,000. At the Chestnut 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ opened a 
week’s stay the same night. Latter 
will be followed smear (20) by the 
Theatre Guild-Orson Welles produc- 
tion of ‘Five Kings,’ which will be 
in for two weeks. The Locust re- 
lights on March 27 with Cornelia Otis 
Skinner’s revival of ‘Candida.’ : 

‘Importance of Being Earnest 
called it a run after a week at the 











j}among leading musicals is also fig- 
ured to be World’s Fair attraction; | 
rated around $30,000. 

| ‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Empire (11th 
Looks set | 


| drama earning goodly profit; up last} 
| week; $13.000. 
| _ ‘Mrs. O’Brien Entertains,’ Lyceum. | 
| Closed Saturday (11) after playing 
| five weeks; brogue laugh show was 


‘One for the Money,’ Booth (6th 
week) (R-708; $3.30). Intimate musi- 
cal making the grade among mode- 
rate attractions; quoted going to $11,- 
| 000 level. 
| ‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton (23d week) 
| (D-913; $3.30). Making run of it and 
slated for balance of season; paced 

around $10,000, quite okay for show 
| of its type. 
‘Please Mrs. Garibaldi,’ Belmont 
| (ist week) (C-524; $3.30). Presented 
|by Hall Shelton; written by Mary 
McCarthy; tried out in summer stock 
some seasons ago; opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

‘Rocket to the Moon,’ ‘Awake and 
Sine.” Windsor (17th week) (D-1 49: 
$3.30). Group planned alternating 
the bills: latter comedv-drama now | 
carded for six performances weck}v | 
land should materially better the! 





Erlanger although up until Thursday 
(9) there was still talk of an added 
week. Oscar Wilde play got $5,500. 


Skinner-‘Candida’ Big 
In Detroit with $15,300 


Detroit, March 14. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, always a 
draw here, continued her stri at 
the Cass here last week in ‘Candida,’ 
abetted by considerably good notices. 
House currently is dark, but re- 
lights March 26 with return of ‘The 
Women,’ 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Candida’ Cass (1,500; $2.75). 
$15,300 for nine performances, 


‘Susan’ $6,500, Buff. 


Buffalo, March 14. 
Three-day engagement for ‘Susan 
and God,’ featuring Jessica Royce 
Landis, grossed fine $6,500 at the Er- 
langer here last week. 
Top was $2.50. 





Nice 














~~ 


i 
ed 


poet 


Sa ROA 


Toran 





52 VARIETY 


LITERATI 





Wednesday, March 15, 1939 








A NE 
a 





——2 





a 


Post Reported Over Bump 

New influx of coin at the New 
York Post has given it another lease 
on life. First step under the new 
order of things was restoration to 
employees of the 10° of their sal- 
aries which they were ‘loaning’ back 
to the paper each week. 

There are several reports as to 
where the new money came from. 
One is that Vincent Astor, who al- | 
ready has much sunk in the Post, | 
put up the additional coin. Another | 
is that Nathan Strauss, U. S. Hous- | 
ing administrator and a close friend 
of the President, was asked to use| 
his influence with advertisers. 





Digest Exec Sues Time 
A $50,000 libel suit against Time, 
Inc., was started in the N. Y. fed- 
eral court by George F. Havell, pub- 
lisher of The Literary Digest, yes- 
teday (7). Suit involves articles 
written by Time in the March, 1938, 


| 
issue when the Digest appealed to | O'Hara. 


jold N. Y. World for years until the rooms in the Grand Central area. 
paper folded. More recently has been Present membership wholly drawn 


10,000 of its subscribers for aid to 
help continue publication. 

The plaintiff asserts that he was 
not rebuked by the Audit Bureau of 
Circulation, or ordered to 
money, as reported by Time. 





Involved Publishing Finance 

Federal Judge Arthur J, Tuttle 
has directed four Michigan publish- 
ers, directors of the Federated Pub- 
lications, Inc., to surrender 33,50 
shares of corporation stock, valued 
at about $700,000, and to pay $45,246 
to corporation. 
L. Miller, president; Louis A. Weil, 


Sr., Louis A. Weil, Jr., and Stanley | 


W. McFarland. 

Order conforms with ruling of 
court of appeals at Cincinnati, in 
which higher court overruled Fed- 
eral Judge Edward J. Moinet, De- 
troit, the decision being based on a 
suit brought by Lewis Ashman, of 
Deerville, Ill, a stockholder. Al- 
though the four had originally been 
charged with fraudulent depressing 
of stock prices, the high court ruling 
noted that the fraud charge had been 
dropped and credits the four with 
having avoided a financial debacle 
by practicing strictest economies. 





Rochester News’ Trustee 

George W. Hinman of Mt. Morris, 
former assistant managing editor of 
the Rochester Journal-American, has 
been named temporary trustee of 
the Rochester Evening News, Order 
signed by Federal Judge Harold P. 
Burke on petition of employees, who 
it is understood, received little or 
no pay for three weeks. 

Hinman will supervise the firm’s 
business at least until April, when 
its future status will be determined. 

News, which was established in 
August in the Journal-American 
building, had an agreement with 
employees to take half of their pay 
in stock. Paper claims 25,000 circu- 
lation, but has been unable to sign 
up some of the larger stores’ adver- 
tising or to get as many of the 
smaller establishments as expected. 





Catholic Paper Raps W. W. 

‘Scallions for Winchell’ is the title 
of a blistering editorial in the cur- 
rent issue of The Evangelist, organ 
of the Albany Catholic Diocese. 
Paper berates him for a squib which 
appeared locally in Hearst’s Times 
Union, that his ‘most trusted source’ 
tipped him three weeks before that 
‘Pacelli would be the next Pope,’ but 
he did not print it, to his sorrow. 

States The Evangelist: ‘But it took 
the wise-cracking Peeping-Tom of 
American columnists, Walter Win- 
chell, to tell the world he had had 
previous inside dope but out of 
courtesy had refrained from handing 
it to the public. Such consummate 
nerve is astounding but not nearly 
so astounding as the fact that certain 
otherwise sensible people fall for his 
line. Some of your own pet scal- 
lions to you, Winchell!’ 





They Learned How 

Couple of young stage performers, 
Louise Howard and Jeron Criswell, 
having learned what it takes to reach 
Broadway, have put their findings 
between book covers. Book is called 
‘How to Crash Broadway,’ and 
they’re publishing it themselves. 
Bound in paper, it has a foreword 
by Barrett H. Clark, director of the 
Dramatists Play Service of the Dra- 
matists Guild. 

Two other books in similar vein 
being prepared by Miss Howard and 
Criswell, ‘How Your Play Can Crash 
Broadway’ and ‘How to Crash Tin- 
Pan Alley.’ Last-named is ‘as told 
by Arthur Jones,’ and will have a 
foreword by Sammy Kaye. 





Authors’ Guild in Red 
Authors’ Guild of the Authors’ 
League of America has a deficit of 
$29,619.59, with a membership of a 
little less than 4,000, according to an 
article in the current Authors’ 


return | 





'Boston book publisher, is preparing 
'to issue a volume of O’Hara’s news- | 


| 





, | The Appellate Division, by a 3-2 
Involved are Albert| Lote affirmed the decision of City 


| 


{ _— 
League Bulletin by Helen Christine | 


Bennett, of the Guild Council. 

Deficit held to be not alarming, it | 
being pointed out that it’s only) 
around $7.50 per capita. Expressed | 


‘remedy is an increase in member- | 


ship, article revealing that there are 
from 4,000 to 6,000 writers eligible to 
join the organization who are not 
now members. 

Article maintains that this in- 
creased membership would not only | 
enable the Authors’ Guild to pay its 
way, but would enable much more 
advantageous contracts from pub- 
lishers. 


Neal O’Hara Does Humor 
McNaught began syndication Mon- 
day (13) of a daily humorous topical 
dispatch by Neal O’Hara as a belated | 


More on Whodunits 

Whodunit book project along new 
lines being undertaken by a new _or- 
ganization, Thrift Publishing Co., 
headed by David E. Toplitz and 
Harold Haimowitz. Details being 
guarded for the time being, but un- 
derstood to utilize mail order along 
extensive lines. 

Whodunits in book form. still 
‘bread and butter’ for many of the 
publishing houses. Never assume 
best-selling proportions, but most 
manage an edition or two. That rep- 
resents small but steady profit. 

New Social Group 

New organization of N. Y. news- 
paper workers, and declared by its 
sponsors as strictly for social pur- 


Men’s Club. Prime movers are Ar- 


| Guild of America. 
| survive. 


{ and, Mass., Demond served on the 
‘old N. Y. World, Chicago Herald- 
Examiner and Omaha Bee before go- 
Ling to California for AP. 

Walter L. Doyle, 44, secretary and 
treasurer of the New Britain (Conn.) 
Record Co., and former publisher of 
the New Britain Record, now de- 
funct, died in New Britain, March 7. 
Besides his widow, he leaves his 
mother and a daughter. 

Willis Vernon-Cole, 57, American 
novelist and poet, died Thursday at 
Luynes, France, where he had made 
his home for the past 12 years. Na- 
tive of Detroit, Vernon-Cole was for 
|many years prez of the Writers’ 
Widow and a son 





Charles E. Harrison, 70, formerly 


|poses, is the Progressive Newspaper | an editorial writer on the old Brook- 


llyn (N. Y.) Standard Union, died 


successor to Will Rogers. ee ‘thur Langdon, James Martin, Ever- | Friday at his home in N. Y. Born in 
is for 10 years, with more than 29) ot¢ yoodhe, Gordon W. Hinman and | jiJjinois, Harrison began newspaper 


papers already contracted, McNaught 


| claims. 


Type of feature not a new one for | 
Did a similar one for the) 


doing a daily feature on unusual | 
facts. ‘Take It from Me,’ which he | 
will continue in addition to the new 
one. 


Co-incidentally, Waverly House, 


paper columns under the title of 
‘Take It from Me.’ 





Guild Loses Decision 


Court Justice Charles J. Duncan, Al- 
bany, that 16 editorial-news em- 
ployees of the Press Company | 
{dropped in the merger of Gannett’s 
Knickerbocker News (morning) and 
Albany Evening News (afternoon) 
July 1, 1937, are not entitled to va- 
cation pay totaling about $1,500. 
They received severance pay, said to 
have been approximately $5,000, but 
sued for sums representing two 
weeks’ additional vacation stipend. 

The closeness of the Appellate 
| Division vote may lead to an appeal 
|to the Court of Appeals, the case 
reportedly being considered very 
important by the American News- 
paper Guild. 








Stodgy Bookmen Electrified 

First instance of a press book a la 
film style gotten out in connection 
with the publication of a book is that 
for Russell Birdwell’s ‘I Ring Door- 
bells,’ published by Messner. Bird- 
well’s idea, of course, and the work 
of his staff just as if it were for a 
new film production. 

More than 1,000 of the press books 
have gone out to booksellers, and 
said to be an eye-opener to the 
bookmen. Numerous suggestions for 
publicity, exploitation and advertis- 
ing in sharp contrast to the average 
book promotion, which rarely goes 
beyond a showcard. 





Author-Publisher 

In line with expansion of his pub- 
lishing activities, Ben Sussman, who's 
been publishing a number of special- 
ized books under his own name, has 
formed the Lujen Publishing Co. 
Continues at the same quarters, but 
with an increased sked. 

Change in imprint prompted by 
the fact that Sussman is also one of 
his own authors. Thinks it will look 
better if his name is not down both 
ways. 











MacMillan’s 60-Centers 

Increasing popularity of low-priced 
books on topical subjects has lured 
Macmillan into taking a flyer into 
that field. Calling it the People’s 
Library, with the volumes priced at 
60c. Has three book subjects as a 
Starter. 

People’s Library books to be 
selected by a group comprising 
George P. Brett, Jr., the Macmillan 
head, and Charles A. Beard, Lyman 
Bryson and Morse A. Cartwright. 





Savannah Writers Conference 

First of the regional writers’ con- 
ferences set for the new season is 
that of the Savannah Writers’ Con- 
| ference to be held April 6-8 at Arm- 
strong Junior College, Savannah, Ga. 

Literature in general to be dis- 
cussed, with Allen Tate, Caroline 
Gordon, Andrew Lyttle, John Peale 
Bishop, Samuel Gaillard Stoney and 
George Stevens among the scribblers 
and literary mentors down for 
lectures. 








Astro Distrib Expands 

Astro Distributing Co., mag pub- 
lishers, which has been extensively 
adding to its list of periodicals of 
late, has formed a new affiliate, 
Guide Publishing Co. Wants to get | 
exclusive use of the name nationally | 
before employing it for an added 
| publishing undertaking. 

Heading Astro are Arthur J. Bern- 





Henry Foster. 

Officers to be elected shortly and 
by-laws drawn up, whereupon or- 
ganization plans to acquire club- 


from papers whose plants are situ- 
ated in that locality. 





Bystander Press Starts 
After some months in ironing out 
details, new book-publishing house, 
Bystander Press, finally getting 
started. Has quit its temporary 
Rockefeller Center quarters for per- 
manent offices on Fifth avenue, and 


has placed its first book on the 
presses for publication late this 
month, 

Officers of Bystander Press are 


Jesse Sholkin, prez; Norman Laid- 
hold, treasurer, and Sidney Mehlman, 
sec. Sholkin also the firm's editor, 





NEW PERIODICALS 


Key Magazine, mag of home enter- 
tainment with retail liquor store out- 
let, bows in April 20. Publisher is 
Key Syndicated Services Corp., 
headed by Paul White, who also 
edits. Victor Rosen, recently with 
Tom Fizdale, is managing editor. 
Periodical to appear monthly, with 
first issue to go to 100,000 copies. 

Photo Review, new monthly sub- 
titled ‘Readers Digest of Photog- 
raphy,’ makes its bow April 1. Pub- 
lisher is Dagobert D. Runes, who has 
a number of other mags, with 
Margaret G. Kenney editing. Asso- 
ciated on the business end is Charles 
H. Desgrey, formerly prez of Phy- 
sical Culture Publishing Co, Initial 
print order is 80,000. 

Uncanny Tales, latest in current 
vogue for weird story mags, is new 
link in Red Circle chain of periodi- 
cals. Publication bi-monthly, with 
Robert Erisman editing. 

Miniature Railroading, monthly for 
the model railroad fan. Sponsored 
by Penn Publications, with Harold 
V. Loose editor, and Louis H. Hertz 
doing an assist. 





LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 


George Buchanan Fife, 69, N. Y. 
newspaperman, died Sunday in 
Queens, N. Y. Born in Charlestown, 
Mass., Fife began his newspaper 
career in 1893 on the staff of the 
N. Y. Sun. Became assistant city 
editor of the old N. Y. Mail and 
Express two years later, and aside 
from a period as managing editor of 
Harper’s Weekly served on the N. Y. 
Journal, Post, Times, old Evening 
World and Mirror. Also authored a 
couple of books and a play. At the 
time of his death was on the pub- 
licity staff of the N. Y. World's Fair. 
Third wife survives. 

Henry Rising, 70, editor Spokane 
Evening Chronicle many years and 
dean of Pacific northwest news- 
papermen, died March 5 at his 
Spokane (Wash.) home from throm- 
bosis. He joined Chronicle as re- 
porter in 1893, became managing 
editor year later. 

C. Norman Stevens, 39, manager 
of the Philadelphia office of Paul 
Block and Associates, died in St. 
Agnes hospital, Baltimore, Friday 
(10) night, following an operation. 
Stevens, who lived in Philadelphia, 
has been an executive of many 
papers, including the New York 
American, the Boston Record and 
the Washington Times - Herald. 
Widow, father and a sister survive. 

Gerald F. Marshall, 46, on the 
staffs of the Annenberg mags, Radio 
and Screen Guide, and former news- 
paperman, died last week at his 
home in Port Washington, L. I. For- 


Times, Marshall worked on mags in 
N. Y. and Chicago. Survived by 
wife, two daughters and mother. 

John Leonard Gregory, 76, veteran 
Atlanta newspaper advertising man 
died last week at his home. He had 
been connected with The Atlanta 
Journal and Constitution. 

Charles Taylor Demond, 82, vet- 
eran newspaperman, died last week 





jhard and Morris S. Latzen. 


in San Diego, Cal. Native of Rut- 


merly on the news staff of the N. Y. 


| work in Lowell, Mass. Served on 
'the Standard Union for more than 
| 30 years until his retirement. Daugh- 
| ter survives. 





CHATTER 


Elspeth Huxley to London. 

Rosita Forbes to the Bahamas. 

John Erskine back from Florida. 

Westbrook Pegler at Coral Gables, 

Vincent Sheean going to the Coast. 

Van Ness Chilk back from Mexico. 

Elsa Heporauta, the Finnish novel- 
ist, here. 

Maurice Hindus crossing the coun- 
try on a lecture tour, 


named Heywood, after Broun. 

Bess Streeter Aldrich getting 
ready to return to Nebraska. 

Henry R. Luce back in N. Y. from 
his South Carclina plantation. 

Third printing for Edna Ferber’s 
autobiog, ‘A Peculiar Treasure.’ 

George Aitto gets his Aika Pub- 
lishing Co. started soon in N. Y. 

Spenser Prize for distinguished 
poetry awarded to Lloyd Franken- 
burg. 

True Story Magazine gets a com- 
plete rejuvenation with the next 
issue. 

Somerset Maugham back in N. Y., 
and returns soon to the south of 
France. 

Ray Flicker named v.p. and gen- 
eral manager. Balance of personnel 
unchanged. 

Harper has taken from Doubleday 
publishing rights to all the works of 
Aldous Huxley. 

Vincent Sheean to be hosted at a 
dinner at the Hotel Commodore, 
N. Y., tomorrow (16). 

Harold Strauss, who was editor 
for Covici-Friede, joins the Knopf 
editorial staff April 1. 

Mabel Manning has halted publica- 
tion of her mag, The Voice of Truth, 
and plans to do a novel. 

Joseph C, Hazen, Jr., associate 
editor of the Architectural Forum, 
and Helen Claire Stevens wed. 

Lazarus Monfried working out a 
new publishing idea under the han- 
dle of the Philamerica Publishing Co. 

Eugene W. Turner, of the N. Y. 
Times editorial staff, a newlywed. 
Bride is the former Margaret Earle 
Harris. 

Oscar Schisgall, who does those 
weighty novels, also turns out prose 
cliffhangers under the pseudonym of 
Jackson Cole, 

Leigh Sanford, of Reno, was elect- 
ed president of the Nevada State 
Press Association at its annual con- 
vention in Reno. 

Biog of the late O. E. Rolvaag, the 
novelist, by Theodore Jorgenson and 
Nora O. Solum, will be published 
April 22, Rolvaag’s birthday. 

Jack R. Kupsick, the advertising 
agency head, interested in a new 
publishing undertaking in connec- 
tion with the N. Y. World's Fair. 

Paul Van Camp has resigned edi- 
torial post with Pittsburgh Press to 
become publicity director for Penn- 
sylvania Railroad in Pitt division. 

Carlota, the poetess, otherwise 
Mrs. Louis Oppenheimer, back in 
N.Y., and will remain until the pub- 
lication of her new book of rhymes. 

Joseph F, Dinneen of the Boston 
Globe was honored at Loew’s State 
Monday night (13) when that theatre 
threw a party called ‘Dinneen 
Night.’ 

Marthedith Furnas, former fashion 
reporter for Women’s Wear, will 
have her first novel, ‘The Night Is 
Coming,’ published this month by 
Harper, 

WPA headquarters in Washington 
are making an investigation of the 
Federal Writers’ Project in Philly 
that is expected to break out any 
day into a whopper. 

Fred Waible, forme. newspaper- 
man and associate director of Elbert 
A. Wickes theatrical productions, 
now director of radio department of 
William C, Lengel, literary agent. 

Sue MacVeigh, who’s been on the 
Philadelphia Public Ledger and 


N. Y. World Telegram, has written 
her first novel, ‘Murder Under Con- 








The Sam Geisons’ baby has been | 





struction,” skedded for publication 
soon, 

Bobby Norris has quit as sports 
editor of Macon, Ga., Telegraph, to 
become business manager of Ameri- 


cus, Ga. club in Georgia-Florida 
League. Americus is a Brooklyn 
farm. 


Rives Matthews has bought the 
Somerset News, a county seat week. 
ly published in Princess Anne, Md., 
from F. C. Jones. Matthews will 
continue to syndicate his weekly 
column. 

James Branch Cabell, Mary Mar- 
garet McBride, Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings and Elizabeth Madox 
Roberts to Winter Park, Fla., for the 
annual Animated Magazine presenta- 
tion there. 

New officers of the Chicago Fic- 
tion Guild are: J. Anson, prez; Mar- 
guerite Jacobs, vice-prez; J. C, 
Schoenherr, treasurer; Mildred T. 
Reid, program chairman, and Ethel 
M. Hammer, sec. 

Book and Magazine Guild will give 
a Bookworms’ Ball on April 15 at 
the Murray Hill Hotel, N. Y., with 
Harry Hansen, Malcolm Cowley, 
Lewis Gannett and Ralph Thompson 
among the sponsors. 

David G. Wittels, N. Y. Post- 
Philly Record writer, cracked his 
car up badly on a mountain road 
near Easton, Pa. Saturday (11) 
while returning from an assignment, 
He was only bruised. 

Florence Fisher Parry, Pittsburgh 
Press columnist who recently blasted 
Broadway drama critics for their 
‘leanings to the left,’ in New York 
seeing the shows and writing her 
daily stuff from there. 

Maury Paul (Cholly Knickerbock- 
er), Dorothy Kilgallen, Alice Hughes 
and Thyra Samter Winslow have 
done some blurbs for Morton G‘'l 
Clark’s first novel, ‘Grace I Give 
You,’ which Morrow brings out next 
month. 

Boston Evening Transcript will 
drop its mid-week roto section, in- 
augurated Oct. 12, 1938, after the 
issue of March 15. Plans are to re- 
sume in the fall with Richard An- 
thony as editor and Richard Tucker 
as chief photog. 

Advertising mews reporters in 
New York have formed the Adver- 
tising News Writers “lub, with Wil- 
liam J. Enright, Times, prez; Law- 
rence M. Hughes, Sun, v.p., and 
David A. Munro, Space & Time, 
secretary-treasurer. 

George C. Waldo, editor-in-chief 
of the Bridgeport (Conn.) Post, Sun- 
day Post and Telegram, elected prez 
of the Post Publishing Co., owner of 
the three papers, filling vacancy 
caused by the death of Edward 
Flicker. Waldo continues in his edi- 
torial capacity in addition. 

Fifth of this season’s Book and 
Author Luncheons’ takes place 
March 14 at the Hotel Astor, New 
York, with Harry Hansen, book 
crick of the N. Y. World-Telegram, 
presiding, and Alexander Woollcott, 
John Gunther and Frederick F, Van 
de Water among the speakers. 

George Fort Milton was elected 
prez and gen, mgr. of Chattanooga 
News, Inc., new corporaticn which 
leased properties of Chattanooga 
News Co., of which Milton was also 
prez. New outfit publishes Chat- 
tanooga News, as did old firm. Other 
officers of new corporation are J. J. 
Lynch, vice prez, Sam J. McAllester, 
sec’y, and Mrs. George Fort Milton, 
treasurer, 





Pay Rise Plan 


(Continued from page 49) 














scale was proposed for ‘Fighting the 
Flames,’ while the minimum for 
‘Merrie England,’ Shakespearean tab, 
was set at $40 some time ago. 


Demand Sunday Shows 

Fact that Equity has sanctioned 
Sunday performances at the Fair 
has given legit managers a chance to 
demand a similar right. That issue 
was considered by the League of 
New York Theatres board Monday 
(13) afternoon. Showmen sent word 
to Equity that Broadway be given the 
same privilege of playing Sundays 
during the Fair period. They ad- 
vanced Equity’s pet theory, that any- 
thing for the betterment of the the- 
atre and the prolonging of engage- 
ments should be tried. 

For years there has been an ex- 
odus of actors from Broadway to the 
rural summer show shops. Possible 
that there will be fewer pros in the 
hideaways provided they secure en- 
gagements at Fair shows or on 
Broadway. Summer operators in the 
sticks don’t appear to be concerned 
for the more they can operate with 
semi-pros or amateurs the bettter 
they like it. Many depend more on 
drama schools for payoff coin than 
they do on the boxoffice. 
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Broadway 


Capt. W. H. Fawcett in town. 

Mike Goldreyer in hospital for 
minor clipping. 

Jonathan Cape, the British pub- 
lisher, back to London. 

Oswald Garrison Villard will have 
his autobig published soon. 

George Sanders, RKO player, in 
town on his way to Europe. 

Freeman Hammond has 
added to Fortune Gallo’s staff. 

Terence Ratigan, author of ‘French 
Without Tears,’ back to London. 

Harry Schumer’s dausehter, Anne 
Hilda, will be married Sunday (18), 

Ole Olsen invested some ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ profits in a 5th avenue tav- 


ern. 
George Walsh, Par’s Netco (N. Y. 


state) operator, in town Monday 





been 


(13). 
Al Rosen, manager of Loew’s 
State, bedded all last week with 
griope. 


Arthur Michaud, handler of Gene 
Kurpa, recovering from slight flu 
attack. 

Maurice Bergman in weekly hud- 
dles with chess-master Emanuel 
Lasker. 

Harry Sherman recuping from 
ankle injury that had him laid up 
10 days. 

E. Paul Phillips, Par real estate 
head, back from Florida after busi- 
ness trip. 

Frank Ward O’Malley’s widow, 
Grace, engaged to be wed to George 
Mohlman. 

Father Leonard, of St. Malathy’s, 
seriously ill. 

Treasurers Club’s 50th annual show 
will be held at the Winter Garden 
Sunday (18). 

Gene Meredith went into 
apoppin’ yesterday (Tues.). 
an audience bit. 

Jesse Kaye and the missus (Lillian 
Shade) sailed Saturday (11) on a 
West Indies cruise. 

Barbara Silverstone, daughter of 
UA general manager, recovering 
from appendectomy. 

Sir Harold Wernher, London the- 
atre operator, in New York for a 
show-going vacation. 

Meyer Beck, ex-UA p.a., handling 
special campaign for French version 
of ‘Snow White’ (RKO). 

Al Altman, Metro talent executive, 
returned last week from studio tal- 
ent confabs on the Coast. 

Bob Stephen, radio editor of the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, making his 
annual tour of radio row. 

Stage mothers will be glorified in 
a forthcoming series by Douglas 
Gilbert in the World-Telly. 

Publication of Katharine Cornell’s 
autobiog, ‘I Wanted to Be an Ac- 
tress,’ postponed until March 29. 

Reminiscences of Channing Pollock 
appear April 12, under the title of 
‘The Adventures of a Happy Man.’ 

Roberta Becker, of the Maurice 
Evans office, will accompany the 
‘Henry IV’ trouve when it tours this 
spring. Will also play walk-ons in 
both productions. 

Charles Presbrey, son of Charles 
Presbrey, ad agency man, discloses 
that he married Katherine Wait two 
years ago. 

Lillian Jenkins, secretary to Ted 


‘Hellz- 
He has 


Deglin, Madison Square Garden 
press agent, in Polyclinic for an 
operation. 


Gertie Moyer, who danced in 
Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies’ of 1910, fell in 
her N. Y. home Monday (13) and 
fractured a leg. 

_Cal Swanson has become execu- 
tive on the Hal Roach account which 
the J. Walter Thompson agency re- 
cently acquired. 

Monroe Greenthal’s secretary, 
Grace Fischler, is now Mrs. Freder- 
ick Russel-Smith. She’s leaving UA 
to live in Canada. 

Bianca Strook is designing the 
cosiumes for ‘My Dear Children,’ the 
John Barrymore show. Ditto for 
‘The Philadelphia Story.’ 

Warner Bros. 10th annual dinner- 
dance, with Artie Shaw’s band fur- 
nishing the music, was held Satur- 
day night (11) at the Waldorf. 

Henry Herbel and W. E. Calloway, 
Warner sales executives, enroute to 
New York convention, were injured 
slightly in auto accident, but ar- 
rived on time. 

Rodney Millington, editor of ‘Spot- 
light,’ British casting publication, ar- 
rived in New York last week with 

e Flashing Stream’ company. Will 
spend several weeks in the U.S. 

Sidney Justin, former Par home 
office attorney, who transferred to 
the studio, not only won first prize 
in a Prof. Quiz broadcast, but hit 
the highest score ever made on this 
program. 

Ralph Rolan, who has been on the 
Toad for nearly a month for RKO 
on talent end of ‘Gateway’ radio 
pow and auditions, plans staying in 

is New York office for at least 
three weeks, 
gr iico television demonstration at 
Savoy-Plaza hotel, N. Y., last 

hursday (9) jammed the _ hotel’s 

llroom to capacity and left more 

an 1,000 prospective viewees on 
the sidewalk outside. 

‘nnie Smith filed a supreme 
court action on Monday (13) against 
eter Winchell and the New York 
| Mirror, Inc., for $50,000 al- 

ed libel. The plaintiff sublets 
and rents apartments. 
cy shadow and Substance,’ ‘Air Raid,’ 
* tne Can’t Take It with You,’ ‘Mis- 

Uri Legend,’ ‘The Fabulous In- 





valid,” ‘American Landscape,’ re- 
leased for amateur’ production. 
‘Whiteoaks’ will be released June 1 


and ‘The Women’ is okayed every- | 
where but in the New York and) 


Philadelphia areas. 





By Hugo Speck 








' 





London | 

Oscar Deutsch in St. Moritz, Switz- 
erland, for fortnight. 

Hal Yates to Copenhagen, Holland, | 


| ° 
'Belsium and Norway. 


Paris | 


Harry Foster, Val Parnell and 
Jack Hylton recovering from flu. 
David Rose considering 


. Oliver | 
Wakefield for ‘French Without | 


Liam O'Flaherty in from Amer- | Tears.’ | 


ica. | 


Tino Rossi to Berlin for Scala 


debut. 


look around. 

Denielle Darrieux in from winter 
sports at Megeve. 

Jean Sablon in from America after 
two-year absence. 

Annual gala of Artists’ Union held 
at Cirque d’Hiver. 

Marie Dubas otf for Riviera and 
North African tour. 


‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) breaking house 
records at Le Paris. 


Andre Lefaur working 
films at the same time. 

Adolph Zukor and John Hicks, Jr., 
off on Scandinavian tour. 


O. P. Gilbert planning Indo-China 
visit to make documentary. 


Edouard VII reopening again with 
second-run double features. 

Bernard Hilda orchestra the 
Coliseum from Le Provencal. 

Casanova, night club, recently 
gutted by fire, to reopen soon. 

Bob Bassler 20th-Fox’s European 
story head, was in for few days. 

Stan Laurel expected to team up 
with Michel Simon in French film. 

Leon Joannon readying for ‘L’Emi- 
grante,’ with Edwige Feuillere star- 
ring. 

Jean Louis Barrault back in “The 
World Is Round’ at Atelier after ill- 
ness. 

Duke and Duchess of Windsor 
caught premiere of ‘Pygmalion’ at 
Biarritz. 

Joseph V. Connolly, of Kings Fea- 
tures and INS, to the Riviera for a 
vacation. 

Mady Berry, of cinema, made legit 
debut in ‘Vire-Vent’ at Theatres des 
Mathurins. 

‘Grandeur Nature,’ from Henri 
Toyat’s story, to be Jean Benoit- 
Levy’s next. 

‘Les Parents Terribles’ suspended 
at Bouffes-Parisiens by illness of 
Jean Marsac. 

Fred Adison orchestra presently 
musicing Ambassadeurs, gave ‘Swing- 
alero’ concert. 

‘Snow White’ original version get- 


in three 


to 


ting short run at the Normandie, but | 


French version still going strong. 

Leon Poirer beginning ‘Brazza,’ 
based on life of the explorer with 
exteriors to be shot in the Congo. 

Count von Strachwitz, rep for Ger- 
man films here during expo, sen- 
tenced to two years for rubber 
checking. 

Negley Farson, former Chicago 
Daily News correspondent, writing 
series on South Africa for the Lon- 
don Mail. 

Julien Duvivier, off to Alsace to 
shoot exteriors of ‘La Charrette Fan- 
tome,’ wants to give femme lead to 
Luise Rainer. 

Eliminations for selection of ‘Miss 
Paris 39,’ who will represent France 
at New York World’s Fair, held at 
Ambassadeurs. 

Maurice Gleize to Tunis to get ex- 
teriors for his next, ‘La Voi du 
Desert,’ based on African life of Car- 
dinal Lavigerie. 

Jacqueline Delubac engaged by 
Jeff Musso for top role in ‘La Fin 
d’un Homme,’ adapted from Liam 
O'Flaherty yarn. : 

Antonio Machado, Spanish poet, 
dead at 61 in Collioure, small French 
village, where he had taken refuge 
during the Spanish civil war. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Jimmy Zummo reorganizing his 
band. : 

Joe Hiller up after the flu. Ditto 
Eddie Peyton. é 

John McGreevey and the family 
off for Sarasota for a few weeks. 

Ann Corio back at George Jaffe’s 
Casino for her second engagement 
this season. 

Ginger Allen, late of the Claire 
Ray line, now doing a single at the 
Plaza Cafe. 

Jimmy Balmer down 35 pounds 
and has 25 more to go, according to 
doctor’s orders. 

Trick-pianist Louise Amen home 
again and sticking around briefly for 
local nitery dates. 

Billy and Betty Johnson into the 





' 


for the new manzcement. 


| Paris, for three weeks, turning down 


ithe midgets, who were presented to 





|of Shaw’s 
| includes Roland Young, Ralph Rich- 
| ardson, 








Club Petite for their third engage- 
ment there this year. 

Tiny Wolf visitine his parents for | 
a few days before rejoining Blue | 
Barron unit in Atlanta. a5 

Duquesne Drama_ School doing | 
Madeleine Skelly Foust’s passion 
play, ‘The Other Kingdom.’ 

Fred Burleigh returning to Cohas- 
set, Mass., July 3. as co-director of | 
summer South Shore Players. 

Saul J. Kleinerman, manager of 
the Roosevelt theatre, and Rae Levy | 
have announced their engagement. | 

Larry Anhalt in ahead of ‘The | 
Women’ and Phil 
drum-beating ‘Knickerbocker 
day.’ 


Holi- 


Boris Morros, over from Paris, hit 
London for one day, then back to, 


| New York. 
Roy Howard in from Riviera for | 


Archie Parnell and Alfred Zeitlin | 
have split after an association of 
over 13 years. 

Mice West turned down offer to 
ope.1 at the Lonésn Czsino March 2 


Calgary Bros., at the Adelphi, the 
first date they ever played for 
George Black and Val Parnell. 

Maurice Ostrer no longer assistant 
managing director of Gaumont-Brit- | 
ish, although he’s still a director. 

‘March of the Movies.’ an outline 
of film history, a compilation of old 
silenis, goes into the Piaza March 19. 

Naunton Wayne opens in Henry 
Sherek’s new Dorchester hotel floor 
show April 19, replacing Vic Oliver. 

Senator Murphy, who’s gone to 
New York, then goes to Los Angeles. 
Booked to play Australia, opening 
in Melbourne May 1. 

Gaudsmith Bros. to the ABC. 
English work. They’re due to play 
America for the Loew circuit. 

Next Palladium show, which will 
be done in September, will have a 
takeoff of Major Bowes’ amateur 
hour, with Bud Flanagan playing 
the major’s part. 

Bo Brummels may go into the new 
Clore-Esdaile London Casino show, 
which opens there shortly, and 
which Pierre Sandrini and Jacques 
Charles are producing. 

The Cambridge theatre won’t house 
any permanent shows throughout 
this year. Theatre will house film 
trade shows, special concerts, tyro 
performances and the like. 

Harold Conway, drama editor of 
the Daily Mail, retiring shortly to as- 
sociate himself with the publicity of- 
fice of Macaueen Pope. Will be suc- 
ceeded by Ernest Betts on the Mail. 

Buster Shaver’ celebrates his 
birthday and also his 11th anniver- 
sary with Olive and George Brasno, 


him by Irving Tishman 11 years ago 
in Toronto. 

Gabriel Pascal’s proposed filming 
‘The Doctor’s Dilemma’ 





C. Aubrey . Smith, Paul 
Lukas, Greer Garson and Sir Cedric | 
Hardwicke. 

With an enlarged membership of | 
7.000, the Unity Club has taken a | 
three-month lease, with option, of | 
the Kingsway theatre, but will re-| 
tain its other house, which it has | 
conducted as a private theatre for | 
uncensored plays and tryouts. | 

After opening at Brighton in_ 
George Black’s revue, ‘Black and | 


Black feared her attire. which is es- 
sential to her act, would not appeal 
to the clientele at the Hippodrome, 
where the show opened Wednesday 
(8). 


‘Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Larry Kline, RKO office manager, 
has flu. 

Merle Potter. Journal film editor, 
back from Hollywood. 

‘Ice Follies of 1939,’ scheduled for 
the Arena March 17-26. 

Margaret Riggert and Beatrice 
Vertelney, of WB office staff, have 
flu. 

Louis Prima gave special Sunday 
matinee Swing Concert at Hotel 
Lowry. 

Minneapolis office in first place in | 
its district, which is on top in WB 
Sears’ drive. 

Casper Choinard, UA _ salesman, 
out of commission three weeks be- 
cause of illness. 

Henry Kaufman, Columbia home 
office branch operations’ general 
manager, a visitor. 

Lyle Carisch, indie exhibitor, 
back from Sun Valley, Idaho, where 
he went for skiing. 

Paramount shot ice races and win- 





ter carnival in Twin Cities for 
Grantland Rice reel. 
Stanley Neal, National Screen 


home office rep. back to New York | 
after completing assignment here. | 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 





Joe Leon sporting a Miami-brand | 
ian. 

Morris Wax back at the Royal 
after Florida. 
Joe Farrow, M-G office manager, | 
off to Florida. 
Warner Club tops in commercial |} 
bowling league. 


| with St. 


| Start 


own theatre in nearby Media March 
26 to do a benefit here. 


Jacqueline Susan, member of Jack 
Lynch’s Glamour Girls, engaged to 
arry a New York publicist. 


Bill Dyer off on a 7,000-mile auto 
trip to cover the big league camps 
for his WCAU sports airing. 

Mary Louise Maloney named to 
sueceed Sylvia Lenson as assistant 
in the WFIL press department. 


Kmar, astrologer, formerly at the 
Arcadia-International and Benny the 
owen s, has opened his own studios 

ere. 

John Ferro, former manager of 
the now-closed Arcadia-Interna- 
tional, new maitre -de-hotel at Benny 
the Bum’s. 

S:m Sax, WB shorts production 
head, 1n town to aid in selection of 
talent for the Philly Daily News- 
WB contest. 

Mesdames Louis Davidoff, Ben Fo- 


| gelman, Jack Flynn, Ben Biben and 
| Harry Biben to be honored at a Va- 


riety’ Club luncheon. 

Annual Temple U. show will be 
‘Crown and Garter,’ authored by 
two members of faculty, Beaumont 
Bruestle and Charles Swier. 

_Moe Verbin and Charley Goldfine 
circulating a petition to have ‘Harry 
the Mountie,’ traffic stalwart, re- 
turned to his former post in the film 


sector. 
St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Earl Stout, owner-operator of the 
Uptown theatre, Cairo, Ill, near 
here, in the hospital. 

Al Sarli and his KWK orchestra 
and Covita Bunch, songbird, at For- 
est Park hotel nitery. 

Artur Rubenstein made his second 
annual agecenee as guest soloist 

uis Symph last week. 

Burton Holmes’ lecture on Norway 
attracted banner crowd at Municipal 
Auditorium, take approximating 
Pe, 

Ed Leach, who produced floor 
shows while manager at York hotel, 
has become assistant manager at 
Marquette hotel. 


Drive for $150,000 maintenance 
fund for St. Louis Symph has 
reached $95,000 and will be con- 
tinued until April 1. 


Joe Sarfarty, Universal salesman, 
back on job, almost completely re- 
covered from injuries suffered in 
auto accident several months ago. 


Richard Tauber will be guest so- 
‘loist with the St. Louis Symph at 
its annual pension concert Sunday 
(19). Viadimir Golschmann will di- 
rect. 

Ray Colvin, head of the Exhibitors 
Supply Co., and Johnny Walsh, indie 
film distrib, will represent local Va- 
riety Club at national conclave in 
Detroit next month. 

Hzeroid Bassage, director of Little 
theatre group, will spend next sum- 
mer at the Casino theatre, Newport, 


| Blue,’ Sally Keith was pulled out. | 8. 1. where he will join Agnes Mor- 


gan in launching a_ school for 
dramatic training. 

Mischa Elman will concert in the 
opera house of.the Municipal Audi- 
torium March 25 for benefit of Ger- 
men refugees. A non-sectarian com- 
mittee headed by J. Lionberger 
David, Rev. William H. Huelsman 
and Aaron §S. Rauh handling details. 


Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 


-- 


Stage presentations coming back. 

Extensive alterations have been 
made to Snider-Dean’s Mayfair. 

One of the most rejected of U.S. 





| pix is Warners’ ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ 


Clarence Stumbles, exec of King’s 
Theatres, killed in an airplane crash. 

‘The Mikado’ (GB) booked by 
Greater Union for run in Sydney 
following ‘Pygmalion’ (GB). 

Understood that some indie man- 
agements will try to revive vaude in 
the nabes of Queensland with home 
ialent. 

Trouble may arise in Victoria in 
connection with Hoyts movie quiz. 
Part of the industry claims the quiz 
is simply a giveaway racket. 

Charles Munro, director of Hoyts, 
became a grandpop recently. Daugh- 
ter is the wife of Clive Ogilvy, an 
exec of the Macquarie Broadcasting 
network. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ got away to a good 
in Melbourne for Australian- 
New Zealand Theatres. Henry Mol- 
lison, Lina Basquette and Frank 
Harvey have the leading roles. 

Although still deeply interested in 
the legit biz of Australian-New Zea- 
land Theatres, it’s said that Stanley 
Crick, former 20th-Fox boss, would 


Hollywood 


Sidney Howard around. 
Lew Seiler home with flu. 
Hobart Bosworth still sick. 
Paul Jones laid up with flu. 


Scott R. Dunlap a flu sufferer. 
Alan Mowbray down with flu. 
Arthur Stebbins bedded by flu. 
Robert Gillham to Kansas City. 
George O’Brien back from Texas. 
Mary Astor back from Broadway. 
Abe Lastfogel in from New York. 
Elliott Nugent back fiem Broad- 
way. 

Jan 
Crane. 

Jack Mulcahy vacationing in Mex- 
ico City. 

Billie Burke to hospital with foot 
fracture. 

Betty Pagel joined Republic’s cast- 
ing staff. 

Myrna Loy recovered from throat 
infection. 

William A. Brady 
over talent. 

Wini BYrd recovering from ap- 
pendectomy. 

Hugo Butler bought San Fernando 
valley ranch. 

J. E. Jeffries in from Calgary to 
lamp studios. 

Laraine Johnson’s nom de film is 
Laraine Day. 

John ‘Skins’ 
serious illness. 

Richard Parker’s new film name is 
Roger Haliday. 

William Keighley readying round- 
the-world cruise. 

Fred Datig back from two-week 
siesta in Arizona. 

Anne Morgan in from Manhattan 
to gander studivus. 

Fred Brisson in from London to 
survey talent field. 

Jack Cummings back from three 
weeks on Broadway. 

The Fritz Leibers celebrated 26th 
wedding anniversary. 

Bill Heath upped to head of test 
department at 20th-Fox. 

Charles (Chilly) Doyle 
Pittsburgh to ogle studios. 

Bud Lollier to Sacramento to ogle 
bills affecting film industry. 

George H. Pinckard here from 
London to insvect picture biz. 

Marlene Dietrich passed her final 
test for American citizenship. 

Norman Manning named executive 
rep of Hollywood Turf Club. 

Frank Morgan celebrated his 25th 
years as an actor and husband. 

Charlotte Buford and Donald K. 
Liberman filed notice of intent to 
wed. 

William Powell checked in at 
Metro for the first time since his re- 
cent illness. 

Victor Jory and Jean Inness again 
directing the outdoor ‘Ramona’ play 
at nearby Hemet. 

Max Steiner talked about picture 
scoring before 2,500 members o 
California Federated Music -clubs. 


a ee ee 


~ Budapest 


Janos Vaszary to Paris. 

Sari Fedak down with flu. 

Otto Indig working on screen 
scenario of his play, ‘Man Under the 
Bridge,’ in Paris. 

New production firm, Phono Film, 
at work in Filmiroda studio, shoot- 
ing ‘Money in the Offing,’ Bela 
Belogh directing. 

Laszlo Vajda, Magyar director, 
handling ‘Sebastopol’ at Joinville. 
Erich von Stroheim, Jouvet and 
Madeleine Oseray are featured. 

Lilian Harvey and Willy Fritsch 
here doing ‘Easy for Men.’ German- 
language picture. Script is by Paul 
Barabas, and Paul Martin is direct- 
ing. 

Laszlo Bekeffi with his Podium 
cabaret company, to tour Holland 
and possibly Switzerland during the 
summer. Performances to be in Ger- 
man. 

Budapest actresses flocking to New 
York World Fair are llona Titkos, 
Klari Tolnay, Lily Murati, Margit 
Makay, Hannah Honthy and Blanka 
Szomgathelyi. 

Ernest Szabeles, the stage director 
who did fine work in musicals, has 
not been admitted as a member of 
the Stage Chamber. He's learning 
to be a magician. 

Imre Raday, Sandor Rott, Bela 
Salamon, Rosie Barsony, Oscar Denes 
have contracts for Hollard. Unac- 
cepted by the Chamber of Actors, 
they consequently can’t play in Hun- 
gary after the end of the current 
season. 


Rubini divorced by Adele 


looking 


here 


Miller around after 


in from 


Chicago 





like to return to the picture game. 
Believed that National Studios will 


again attempt a top production start 


with the return of Sir Hugh Deni- 
son and Sir Sam Walder from | 
abroad. Fred Daniells will be in! 


| charge. 


Acts playing here at present in- 


Showmen’s Club aiming to get its Rogers. Medley and Dupree, Pinkie 
own licuor license. a S Lee, Ted Claire, Borello and Mimi, 


Warner’s Dave Weshner has joined Jimmy 


the film colony in Miami. 
Milt Shapiro and Sam 
have dissolved their partnership. 


Hadreas, Fox and Evans, 


ily Moore, Barbara Blane, Larry | 


L 
Bushman | ‘Adler. Adriana Caselotti, Osaki and 
Taki. Nelson and Knight, O’Donnell 


Brvant Washburn in to select local 2nd Blair, Large and Morgner, Helen | 


Hollywood show. 


Hedgerow players will leave their! manettes and Sylvia Sefton. 


Bili Green has joined the Bally- 
hooers. 

Peggy Fears holding over at the 
Colony. 

Phil Dooley readying another 
swing session at the Palmer House. 

Henry Kaufman may add commer- 
cial film production to his present 


clude Ada Browne, Radcliffe and| recording operations. 


Blackstone battling a tough cold. 
Actually caught it from the horse 
he uses in the magic turn. 

Aaron Jones, Jr., back from Flor- 
ida, but the elder Jones is remain- 
ing in the south until May. 

Dixie Dunbar on a quick trip to 


Stevenson here | boy and gal for RKO-Gateway to Honan, Sylvia _ and Clemence, Lam- | Atlanta to visit mother before re- 
pini, George Downey, Radium Hu- | 


joining ‘Hollywood Californians’ 


unit on tour. 
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HARRY WEBER 


Harry Weber, 59, partner in the 
Collier-Weber-Todd agency in Hol- 
lywood, and previously one of the 
major vaudeville agents in the east, 
diei on the Coast March 8. 

Weber about 15 years ago was one 
of the first of the big-time (Keith) 
eastern vaudeville agents to heed 
the call of California and pictures. 
His eastern agency biz continued 
under the direction of his brother, 
Herman. In 1931, in what was then 
the largest agency deal in record, 
the Weber-Simon agency was 
formed in New York, with the 
Simon Bros., for years among the 
top Midwest agents. This combine 
was dissolved four years ago, when 
Weber dropped all eastern interests, 
with his brother eventually coming 
west. The Collier-Weber-Todd 
agency was then formed. For the 
past two years Weber had not been 
active as of yore, due to illness. 

Surviving are his widow, two 
daughters, one of them Mrs. Ray 
Milland, and a son. 





GLADYS FRAZIN BANKS 


Mrs. Gladys Frazin Banks, 38, for- 
mer actress and divorced wife of 
Monty Banks, associate producer of 
20th-Fox in England, was a suicide 
last Thursday (9) when she leaped 
to her death from her parents’ New 
York apartment. A note left by Mrs. 
Banks attributed her act to con- 
stant suffering which she had en- 
dured since sustaining a nervous 
breakdown recently. 

Actress on both stage and screen, 
she appeared on Broadway in ‘The 
Whole Town’s Talking,’ ‘Marked 
Woman’ and ‘The Trial of Mary 
Dugan,’ but was best known for her 
performance as Tondeleyo in ‘White 
Cargo.’ Married four times, she was 
secretly wed to Banks, her fourth 
husband, in Hoboken in 1929. He 
sued for divorce three years later. 

A brother, Al Frazin, Madison 
Square Garden announcer, her par- 
ents and a son, Louis Lowenstein, 
19, by her first husband, survive. 





FRANK V. STORRS 

Frank V. Storrs, founder of the 
New York Theatre Program Corp. 
and associate for years of Walter 
Reade, New York and New Jersey 
exhibitor, who operates a circuit of 
34 theatres, died of a heart attack 
in West Palm Beach March 8. 

At 18 he came to N. Y. from his 
birthplace, Columbus, O., and estab- 
lished a theatre program service 
which today serves practically all of 
N. Y.’s legit houses. He also was an 
important figure in the poster and 
lithographing field, having organized 
the Lehigh Valley Poster Co. and the 
Camden Outdoor Advertising Co. 
among others. Later he owned sev- 
eral Broadway theatres and had, nu- 
merous other holdings in N. Y.’s the- 
atre district. He was understood to 
have financed construction of most 
of the new buildings undertaken re- 
cently by the Reade circuit. 

He leaves his widow, two daughters 
and three sisters. 





VICTOR BARAVALLE 

Victor Baravalle, 53, for years 
musical conductor for Broadway 
shows before going to Hollywood, 
died March 11 in his suburban 
Brentwood home after a lingering 
illness. 

Deceased had -been musical direc- 
tor for Charles P. Dillingham, the 
Shuberts and Ziegfeld shows, in- 
cluding ‘Sally,’ ‘Whoopee,’ ‘Rio Rita,’ 
‘Follies,’ ‘Maytime,’ ‘Hit the Deck,’ 
‘Street Girl,’ ‘The Cuckoos,’ and 
*Dixiana.’ 

He went to the Coast 10 years ago 
under contract to RKO, where he 
headed the music department. Out- 
side film music jobs were ‘King of 
Burlesque,’ at 20th-Fox, and ‘Show- 
boat’ at Universal. He then handled 
music for three Astaire-Rogers pic- 
tures and was working on ‘The 
Castles’ when his illness became 
critical. 

Widow, two sons and a daughter 
survive. 





CHARLES W. PORTER 

Charles W. Porter, 70, long identi- 
fied with Michigan theatres, died 
March 7 in a Detroit hospital after 
a year’s illness. 

Porter piayed in stock with Smith 
& Draper’s production of ‘Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin’ and in his early 20’s 
joined Felix and Eva Vincent in 
stock productions touring the west. 
He diso produced several musicals. 

Going to Detroit in--1910,-~he -first 
managed the old Miles theatre and 
subsequently became manager of the 
Majestic, Regent and Forest houses 


ARIES 


before joining United Detroit thea- 
tres (Par) as manager of its Rose- 
dale, which he piloted until recently. 
In 1928 he was president of the 
Theatre Managers Assn. of Michigan. 
Survived by widow. 








THOMAS BECKMAN 


Thomas Beckman, 47, circus aerial- 
ist, formerly of the Flying Beck- 
mans, died in St. Louis last week, 
apparently of heart disease, while 
conducting practice of aerial per- 
formers at a WPA center in Quincy, 
Til. 

Beckman had been in show biz 
since he was 15. The Flying Beck- 
mans included himself his brothers, 
Ed and William and the latter’s wife, 
Ledore. Thomas Beckman retired 
from active circus performances in 
1937 and had recently directed the 
Beckman troupe of femme aerialists. 





ARTHUR E. GODFREY 


Arthur E. Godfrey, 70, for years 
orchestra leader at the Alhambra, 
Glasgow, died in London Feb. 23 of 
pneumonia. He retired from the Al- 
hambra job and moved to London 
several years ago to become a church 
organist, which had been his orig- 
inal metier. 

Survived by widow, 
daughter. 


son and 





CHARLES COHEN 


Charles Cohen, for years identified 
with carnivals and fairs through 
eastern Canada and Maine, was 
burned to death in a fire which took 
28 lives and destroyed the Queen 
hotel, Halifax, N. S., March 2, 

He was not given up for dead un- 
til March 7. Identification of the 
bodies was impossible, 





HARRY ERNEST DAVISON 


Harry Ernest Davison, 31, a legit 
player, died March 2 in a Youngs- 
town, O., sanatorium. He was in San 
Francisco recently for an engage- 
ment when he became ill and re- 
turned home. 

His parents, a sister and brother 
survive, 





ERNIE HARE 
Ernie Hare, 55, of radio’s pioneer- 


bronchial pneumonia in the Queens 
General hospital, N. Y., March 9, 
1939. 

Detailed story is contained in the 
radio section, 





JOHN C. STADLER, JR. 


John C. Stadler, Jr., 32, an execu- 
tive of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Co. (government) was killed in an 
aeroplane crash March 8, near Lake 
St. John, Quebec. 

Details in radio section. 





JIMMY DUFFY 
James (Jimmy) Duffy, about 50, 


Duffy and Sweeney, was found dead 
on 47th street near 8th avenue, New 
York, Friday (10). 

Details in vaudeville section. 





ROBERT L. HAGUE 


Robert L. Hague, 59, prominent in 
the Lambs club, died in New York, 
March 8, of heart failure. 

Details in legit section. 





_ Father and mother of Charles’ In- 
glis, news and sportscaster of KLZ, 
Denver, died within a few days of 
each other last week in that city. 
Cause of father’s death was pneu- 
monia, while Mrs. Inglis failed to re- 
cover from an operation. Besides 
Charles, a brother, Horace, Denver 
musician, survives, 





David Warner, 45, brother of 
Harry, Jack and Major Albert War- 
ner, died of sleeping sickness in a 
Boston hospital March 7. Never ac- 
tive in the film corporation founded 
by his brothers, he had suffered more 
than 25 years with the malady. Sur- 
vivors besides his brothers are a 
daughter and three sisters. 





Lee B. Smith, 45, a projectionist, 
died in a Sacramento hospital March 
10, several hours after he had at- 
tempted suicide with poison, 





H. Arthur Teachout, 51, retired 
stage and film player, died in Cedar 
Rapids, Ia., March 5. 





Rubenstein’s So. African Tour 


Cape Town, Feb. 23. 
|} Artur — Rubenstein, the concert 
pianist, has been booked by African 
Consolidated Theatres for a So. Afri- 
can tour. 





Ticket Code 


(Continued from page 49) 








miums would be charged.- If that’s 
done by the manager, however, half 
of any coin obtained over the es- 
| tablished price is payable to _the 
Government under the admissions 
‘tax law. 

| James F. Reilly, executive secre- 
jtary of the League, testified to ob- 
piections made by the Theatrical 
“Managers, Agents and Treasurers 
inion, which complained that its box- 
office members were being spied on. 
That followed attempts to investi- 
gate complaints of overcharging 
filed with the League. Reilly said 
the union threatened to strike un- 
less it was consulted on investigation 
methods. 


TMAT Offered to Aid 


Reilly said that ‘practically’ no 
check on the activities of agency 
people had been made since Jan. 1, 
although the League has received 
complaints. He stated TMAT had 
offered to cooperate with the League 
on the code ‘under certain circum- 
stances.’ He added that while the 
proposal has been considered, it has 
not been decided whether to make 
such a tieup with the union. 

Reilly denied that any member of 
the League told ticket-brokers they 
would be forced to sign the code or 
go out of business. He agreed that 
they had not formally been made 
aware of the code until after it was 
sealed by the League and Equity, and 
that the brokers were given to un- 
derstand that they would not be per- 
mitted to do business with agencies 
that were not accredited or, in other 
words, non-signatories to the code. 

League official said that $12,792 
had been collected from brokers on 
the ticket levy, of which $6,400 had 
been spent by shoppers employed to 
check on violations, for legal services 
(the major item) and other outlays, 
including the purchase of tickets 
from agencies suspected of boot- 
legging. Stated that about $6,000 is 
currently owed the League by the 
agencies, some of which are holding 
out awaiting the outcome of the 
Acme action. 

It was brought out that during an 
average week the agencies sell 
25,600 tickets out of a possible 
256,000 which this winter has been 
the average total capacity of legit 
theatres during a six-day period. 
Brokers, therefore, distribute 10% of 


ing team of Jones and Hare, died of capacity, but actually deliver be- 


tween 25 to 40% of the gross because 
most of the tickets they handle are 
for first-floor locations. 

Taking figures on the ticket levy, 
supplied by Reilly, it was figured 
that the collection would approxi- 
mate $27,000 annually, and since, at 
the rate of spending to date, only 
$9,500 would be used, the 3%c. pay- 
ment was excessive. Stated that it 
had heen unofficially agreed with the 
brokers that the levy would be re- 
duced if it was found to be too much. 

The League officer also estimated 
that the public has saved $175,000 
during the six months the code has 


formerly of the vaudeville team of | been in operation, 





MARRIAGES 


Roberta Black to Sanford Barnett 
in Salt Lake City, March 9. He’s a 
radio scripter. 


Sondra Lee to Robert Weaver, in 
Pittsburgh, March 1. She’s singer 
on WWSW there. 

Evelyn Edwards to John Hum- 
phries, in Ventura, Cal., March 4. 
Both are readers at RKO. 

Herndah Feigenbaum to Harry 
Zinder, in Jerusalem, Feb. 28. Bride 
is with the government radio sta- 
tion, Palestine; he’s VARIETY corre- 
spondent in Palestine. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Gene Shumate, 
daughter, March .. Father i. sports 
announcer on KRNT-KSO, Des 
Moines; mother is May Floyd Sinex, 
former Chicago radio player, 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Cronenbold, 
son, in Independence, Mo., March 7. 
Father is with Texas Rangers at 
KMBC, Kansas City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Hannan, son, 
in Santa Monica, March 6. Father is 
film editor at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. John McCormick, 
daughter, in Des Moines, March 6. 
McCormick is publicity assistant at 
WHO, Des Moines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earle M. Holden, 
daughter, in Atlanta, March 4. 
Father is manager of the Capitol, 
Lucas & Jenkins’ vaudfilmer in At- 
lanta, 

-Mr..-and- Mrs. William - Wellman, 
daughter, in Hollywood, March 13. 
Father is Paramount producer and 
director. 
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(Continued from page 14) 
_ faults and feebleness, are apt to be 
i supported by governmental action. 

‘Foreign restrictions on American 
pictures in 1938 assumed varied, but 
generally vexatious and embarrass- 
ing forms. In _ certain countries, 
quota systems are entrenched, and 
that troublesome system shows a 
tendency to spread. Taxes on mo- 
tion picture ousiness is usually high, 
and the trend is unmistakably up- 
ward. ‘Racial’ theories and cam- 
paigns continue here and there to 
bring difficulties which are not easy 
to deal with. Foreign exchange con- 
trols and censorship were continu- 
ing problems during 1938, though 
there have been few startling altera- 
tions in those fields. 


Frozen Out by Nazis 


The Hitler putsches froze Ameri- 
can films out of approximately 1,100 
houses in Middle Europe, the report 
said. Restrictive trend is strong in 
countries which are toadying to the 
Nazis. 'There’s some relief, in what 
remains of Czechoslovakia under the 





supplementing the general Yankee 
bargaining trade treaty, last spring. 

Consular reports were not all 
gloomy, however, while restraints 
are disheartening and the outlook in 
some directions is black, Golden 
said ‘the European market for Amer- 
ican films is far from being lost.’ 
Important vents for the U. S. prod- 
uct include England and France, re- 
gardless of their upsetting policies 
and laws, along with Belgium, Den- 
mark, the Netherlands, Finland, Nor- 
way, Sweden and Poland. 


Fertile Latin-American Market 


In accordance with general U. S. 
policies and the  good-neighbor 
thought, Golden suggested cultiva- 
tion of the Latin-American market 
as a means of counteracting the lost 
trade in Europe. Other republics of 
the Western Hemisphere have 5,239 
potential customers, with new con- 
struction gaining speed. American 
producers, he said, are beginning to 
appreciate the possibility of building 
up the Latin-American trade, 

‘Economically, it would be unwise 
for our companies to encourage pro- 
duction in South American coun- 
tries, the government expert ad- 
vised, ‘However, American com- 
panies should produce in Hollywood 
Spanish-dialog films employing stage 
favorites brought from South Amer- 
ica and placed in a Hollywood set- 
ting, with the use of reconstructed 
sets and Hollywood technique. 

‘In this manner, production costs 
can be kept at a minimum, and pro- 
ducers will have Spanish-language 
films available to carry their other 
American product, which is now be- 
ing frequently shoved into the back- 
ground by Spanish-speaking produc- 
tions from Mexico and the Argen- 
tine. 

‘A case in point is the drop in the 
showing of American films in Peru 
from 70% of the total in 1937 to 49% 
in 1938, which is attributed primari- 
ly to the augmented number of 
Spanish-dialog pictures from Mexico, 
Argentina, and Peru itself. Although 
none of these films approached the 
quality and standard of our Ameri- 
can films, they helped to consume 
playing time that might otherwise 
have been obtained by American 
films.’ 

. Worries in the Western Hemi- 
sphere are chiefly over the Argen- 
tine situation, although Guatemala 
has tilted the shake on _ exhibs. 
Golden reflected alarm about the 
legislation pending at Buenos Aires,’ 
which would -encourage a domestic 
industry and create censorship. 
Foreign Production Slumps 

Foreign production slumped in 
1938, the report brought out. There 
were only 1,706 alien features, com- 
pared with 1,809 in 1937. Leaders 
were the Far Kast and Near East, 
with Japan on top by virtue of a 
turnout of 575 films. European out- 
put was sharply off, chiefly due to 
the drop in England. All European 
nations produced 609 features. 

Figures for other countries are: 

Orient—Philippines, 67; India, 200; 
Hong Kong, 53; China, 33; Egypt, 16; 
Siam, 10; Australia, eight; Chosen 
and Formosa, two each; New Zea- 
land, one. Ss 

Latin America—Mexico, 60; Ar- 
gentina, 50; Peru, 11; Brazil, four; 
Cuba and Uruguay, two each; Vene- 
zuela, one. Total output bounced 
from 90 in 1937 to 130 last year. 

Europe — Germany, 137; France, 
122; England, 85; Russia, 51;~ Italy, 
47; Czechoslovakia, 41; Sweden, 30: 
Hungary, 26; Poland, 25; Finland, 20; 
Denmark, nine; Norway, four; Tur- 











agreement which the U.S. negotiated, | 


res | - Alien- Picture Market | 


key, Belgium and Portugal, three 
each; the Netherlands, two, and 
Switzerland, one. 

39-40 Outlook 

The film industry generally is in. 
terested presently in what the out. 
look is for next year in the foreign 
field. Summary of the situation made 
this week indicates that the revenue 
from foreign nations will be similar 
to that of 1938—no decline and no 
material increase. Bright spots, as 
compared with 1938, are Japan and 
Spain. Complete loss of Italy wil} 
cut out a sizeable market, and the 
returns from China perhaps will be 
less. However, the latter has been 
minor market ever since the Sino. 
Japanese conflict started, so the 
change there will not b2 appreciable. 
Portions of South America loom ag 
trouble zones for the year, possibility 
of restrictions aimed at U. S. com- 
panies being deemed likely. 

Japan is a better source of busi- 
ness this year. A year ago no new 
pictures were permitted to enter, but 
this impasse was broken late in 1938, 





Rotating Stock 
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tial payment of $500 was tendered 
but the check failed to clear. 





_ Denver, March 14. 

After traveling 125,000 miles 
through the U. S. and Canada, 100,- 
000 of them by plane, Arthur M. 
Oberfelder, has brought back with 
him contracts calling for the road- 
showing of four productions to be 
sold on a season as well as a single- 
ticket basis. 

Contracts in 32 cities have been 
signed with Oberfelder by varied 
local organizations. Contracts in 
other cities are pending. 

The circuit will operate out of New 
York as the Legitimate Theatre 
Corp., with Fortune Gallo as gen- 
eral manager and director. Ober- 
.felder plans to start the first season 
in October with Eva LeGallienne in 
either ‘Hedda Gabler’ or ‘The Mas- 
ter Builder,’ to be followed by ‘Gold- 
en Boy,’ ‘On Borrowed Time’ and 
‘What a Life.’ Oberfelder says as 
far as possible the original N. Y. 
casts will be used. 








Play on Broadway 








FAMILY PORTRAIT 


(Continued from page 50) 





peters. Through the windows in the 
distance are the hills of Calvary, 
with faint simulation of crosses. 

There is a lapse after the cruci- 
fixion. Years have passed and a 
granddaughter is to wed. Accord- 
ing to the fashion, she has been 
matched by a ‘fixer.’ But Mary 
would tell of what has gone before, 
why Jesus was put upon the cross. 
The youth’s father and those with 
him had never even heard of her 
son, nor the punishment the family 
of Jesus had kept secret. 

Cheryl Crawford, principally con- 
cerned with the presentation, last 
season offered ‘All the Living,’ 
which also touched closely the fam- 
ily skeletons of average families. In 
choosing ‘Portrait’ she again demon- 
strates_her flair for the unusual. If 
the new play does not click, indica- 
tions are that Miss Crawford will 
ultimately land a winner. 

Sincerity of Judith Anderson’s 
Mary is one of the fine things in 
‘Portrait.’ She is not sure of her 
favorite son’s mission, but knows he 
has done no wrong. Late in the play 
the Magdalene enters, played by 
Margaret Webster, who staged the 
drama. The brothers believed her 
to be a wanton, but Mary thought 
her a fine character. 

_ The play is well produced and the 
lighting is effective. Several scenes 
are moving, but somehow the story 
seems to be from hearsay, for, ac- 
cording to records the teachings of 
Christ were not disseminated for 
hundreds of years after his passing. 

Some—but not all—of the charac- 
ters are there for those who are 
versed in the lore of Jesus, including 
the Iscariot, who, curiously, is not 
so billed. Looks like a difference of 


pious if enough attend the perform- 
ance. Ibee. 





Hacker as Exporter 


Recently leaving Republic, where 
he was assistant to Morris Goodman, 
v.p. over foreign distribution, Sam 
Hacker is branching: out on his own. 

He has opened offices in New York 
for exportation of film to all parts of 





the foreign market. 
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N. Y. Fair Suddenly Switches From 
Visionary to Practical Showmanship 





Several energetic moves, designed 
to whip the amusement zone at the 
New York World's Fair into shape, 
last week plainly indicated that this 
portion of the exposition is under- 
going @ metamorphosis from vision- 
ary plans to practical showmanship, 
with action and boxoffice held fore- 
most in mind. New men were called 
in to straighten out tangles, the fair 
decided to do its own financing to 
help struggling concessionaires un- 
able to meet harsh exposition 
stipulations, and several additional 
‘name’ shows loom on the horizon. 


Principal attention focused on 
Paul Sheridan’s Living Models show 
and the possibility that Harry Rich- 
man would back a ‘Streets to Paris’ 
show. Both were rated splendid 
chances of being classed as top 
femme attractions likely to become 
popular draws. 

Sheridan’s model show, being 
brought aleng quietly, looms as a 
dark horse entry, with exposition 
men admitting it might fill a void 
if Sally Rand fails to come to N. Y. 


Richman is reputed hot on a deal 
to set up a ‘Streets of Paris’ show. 
Such an exposition exhibit might 
give the operators plenty of oppor- 
tunity to play around with nudity 
and spicy dancing attractions. 


Wild West Show 


Realization by fair officials that 
the N. Y. show needs additional at- 
tractions was seen in the hurried 
trip of Vincent Pache, comptroller 
of the exposition, to Florida where 
he conferred with John Ringling 
North. Result is that Ringling has 
signatured for the celebrated Plot 
T space in the amusement area, long 
regarded as the white elephant of 
the zone. He will bring in a wild 
west show, with cowboy-Indian 
stunts to be given briefly four times 
daily. 

Show will be at the extreme south 
end of the amusement section. Fair 
is reputed to have put $750,000 into 
the project, which includes a 7,000- 
seat amphitheatre, in order to get 
Ringling into the proposition. No- 
body previously would take the 
Plot T space. Paul Massman, who 
was with the fair organization until 
about a year ago, has been re-hired 
to straighten out the amusement 
zone. He has taken a leave of ab- 
sence from National Broadcasting 
Co., where he has been as a sales- 
man since leaving the concession- 
aire-exhibit division of the exposi- 
tion. M:ssman is a veteran exhibit 
man, having been at Chicago’s Cen- 
tury of Progress, Dallas and San 
Diego. Associated with him is Bob 
Cook, who was with the Chicago 
fair organization. 


Exposition also is trying to get Al 
Gonsior, an engineering expert, in 
an effort to swing construction into 
shape on the amusement zone site. 
Besides earning the rep of putting 
up the Cleveland fair in 85 days, 
Gonsior did the engineering of the 
amusement zone of the Chicago 
expo. In New York, he has been 
manager for Ballantine’s three-ring 
restaurant enterprise and consultant 
for Billy Rose at the fair. Ballan- 
tine opens its first of three restau- 
rants, a cafe-bar, this week. 


Construction work at the exposi- 
tion continues to drag, this being 
due both to failure to definitely set 
certain exhibits, and also is reputed 
to result from lack of coin from 
others already set on pacts. Syndi- 
cate that was to have been formed 
by New York financial men is defi- 
nitely off. Result is that the fair 
will finance certain shows. 


Midway Shows Indefinite 


Fair claims 37 shows, rides and 
villages, but new ones have come 
in so fast and others have been 
dropped so rapidly in recent weeks 
that no definite lineup probably will 
be available until nearly April 1, 
less than 30 days before the exposi- 
tion opens. Realizing the importance 
of having a complete amusement 
zone and name draws when the fair 
Opens its gates, every move from 
now on figures to be based on prac- 
tical showmanship and action. This 
is the reason for recent realign- 
ments, 


The music department is back 
again on the fair grounds after the 
exposition apparently had decided 
On leasing the Music Hall for a giant 
cabaret-music hall with name bands. 
Signature of Music Corp. of America 
Was hardly dry before beefs from 
the general direction of the advisory 
committee arose. Mrs. Vincent As- 
tor, chairman of the advisory com- 
mittee, threatened to resign her 
Post, and the fair decided stiddenly 





bf 


Quiet, Please! 





N.Y. World’s Fair is to be a si- 
lent one, in the parlance of ex- 
position officials. The board, 
which handles loud speakers on 
the exposition grounds, has de- 
creed that there will be no loud- 
speaker system inside the fair 
grounds, only at the main en- 
trance gates. 


All recent expositions have 
employed loud-speaker systems 
throughout the fair grounds, us- 
ing them to entertain visitors 
with music and to inform them 
of new developments at the 
show. 


JESSEL’S ‘OLD N. Y.’ 
FOR FAIR UNDER WAY 


Construction on George Jessel’s 
‘Little Old New York,’ on the New 
York World’s Fair midway, will get 
under way this week. Concession 
will occupy three acres and contain 
various types of shows, including 
burlesque. 

Deal looked cold last week, when 
Jessel’s original backers stepped out, 
but the expo itseif arranged new 
financing. Jessel will be in com- 
plete charge, having come up from 
Palm Beach Monday (13) to iron 
out the final details. 


Cost of ‘Old N. Y.’ is estimated at 
$350,000. 











Ex-Farmer Plans One 
Ring Motorized Circus 


Akron, March 14. 


A new one-ring motorized circus 
is being organized here by W. M. 
(Bill) Meyers, part owner of the 
‘Honest Bill’s Combined Shows,’ to 
take the road early in April. No 
title has been decided for the new 
show, according to Meyers, who re- 
vealed that the outfit will move on 
10 or 12 trucks. 


Meyers, a newcomer to the out- 
door show world, became interested 
in the circus when the Newton Bros. 
Circus folded last fall at nearby Wil- 
loughby, and stored much of its 
equipment in his barns here. Later 
Meyers invested in the Newton show, 
which was reorganized on a smaller 
scale and continued on a tour of the 
south. 


Meyers says the new show will 
have a personnel of about 60 people. 











BERIGAN’S 3-WEEK STAND 
Cleveland, March 14. 
Bunny Berigan’s outfit is becom- 
ing house band for Trianon Ballroom 
Easter Sunday for three weeks, dur- 
ing which it will be given three 
weekly broadcasts over WHK in ad- 
dition to two Mutual feeds. 
Gene Erwin’s crew also set by 
MCA for two month’s in Cleveland 
Hotel's Little Cafe, starting March 16. 





Henry Patrick’s Own Band 
Philadelphia, March 14. 
Henry Patrick, radio warbler and 
m.c. at Viking Cate, leaves latter 
spot Friday (17) to front his owh 
band. 


Crew opens Saturday at the Down- 
beat, swing parlor, here. 





to bring music back to the exposi- 
tion. At least, that is the story given 
in fair circles as the reason for the 
complete about-face. 

The fair never signed the pact 
with MCA, so the deal fell through. 
The Music Hall originally was set 
for music and then for legit show 


revivals. Fair association, which 
built the Music Hall at a cost of 
several hundred thousand dollars 


(claimed to have been earmarked 
for amusement zone spending), now 
has put $200,000 into a revolving 
fund to make a music week or music 
festival possible for the first few 
weeks, at least. Just who will fi- 
nance the music program after that 
remains a moot question. 

Originally it was planned to use 
canned music over the loud speaker 
system for musical backgrounds to 
the elaborate fountain display in the 
lagoon. Now it seems certain that 
live music willbe employed. 





| myself at Westport and Mt. Kisco. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 


Derothy Francis Still Active 
New York. 
Editor, Variety: 

May I call your attention to a 
Paragraph in your March 8 issue 
concerning Dorothy Francis’ inter- 
est in ‘Family Portrait.’ It is per- 
fectly true that Miss Francis joined 
Miss Crawford, Mr. Tuttle and my- 
self in the venture and she is proud 
to go on record as one of those who 
saw the beauty and importance of 
the play. 

But her career in the theatre has | 
been somewhat different from your 
summation of it. Not only did she 
come to Broadway from leading 
roles in the Chicago Opera Co. and 
the French Opera in New Orleans, 
but she then went on and played in| 





‘The Merry Widow’ for Henry | 
Savage. She was featured in|} 
‘Sunny’ and in ‘Crisscross’ for 


Charles B. Dillingham, in ‘Love 


Frisco Expo Institutes Econeuy 


Drive, Cutting 1,000 Off Payroll; 
Concesh Men Squawk About B.0. 





San Francisco, March 14. 
Officials are slashing payrolls to 


| keep costs within the financial in- 


take now that attendance at the 
Golden Gate International Exposi- 
tion has slowed down following rush 
attendant to first few weeks of oper- 
ation. Upswing is expected to start 


|in May, at which time the expo will | 
re-hire nearly 1,000 discharged em- | 


ployees who were on the fair’s pay- 
roll when Treasure Island was first 
opened, 

Eddie Cantor’s unit, which closed 


pated 20,000,000 figure is to be reached 
for the 288-day run of the fair. 
Although some of the local business- 
men are complaining about fair trade 
not holding up to expectations the 
major hotels were 90% filled last 
week, and the lict of visitors in- 
cluded notables from many parts of 
the world. 


In an effort to get more family 
| trade, the exposition has announced 
| seven ‘dime days’ for children under 
| 12. The concessionzires have been 
| clamoring for special 5c. admissions 





Song’ for the Shuberts and in ‘Rita|at the California Auditorium 0M | for Kids for any show on the Gay- 


Coventry’ for Brock Pemberton. 

Recently Miss Francis has ap- | 
peared on the radio, both as an| 
actress and writer, and she has 
played in the summer at Tamworth 
for the Barnstormers, at Ivoryton, 
and last summer for Day Tuttle and 


She turned in a variety of delight- 
ful performances in ‘Tovarich,’ ‘The 
Constant Wife’ and ‘Rain’ which at-| 
tracted the customers, In a word, |} 
Miss Francis has been and still is| 
actively interested in the theatre in 
any capacity in which she can be| 
useful. 





Richard Skinner. 


TMAT SEEKS IN ON 
OUTDOOR BOXOFFICES 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union began this week to 
make provisions foremembers who 
will be thrown out of work during 
the summer by closing of legit and 
other houses. TMAT began con- 
tacting amusement parks and other 
outdoor entertainment places with a 
view to forcing them to use union 
men. 

Local is also preparing to meet 
Izzy Hirst to get its members in the 
Troc, burley house. 











Shrine Circus Grosses 


$42,000 in 6 Mpls. Days 


Minneapolis, March 14. 

Shriners’ indoor circus at the Au- 
ditorium grossed $42,000 in six days, 
with two shows daily. This was sev- 
eral thousand in excess of last year’s 
takings. 

The four days’ Northwest Golden 
Glove tournament, sponsored by the 
Daily Star, grossed $14,096, leaving 
a net profit of $5,200. Profit set a new 
all-time high for the event. 


Treasure Island Thursday night (10), 


was the first attraction engaged by 
the expo to perk up attendance. 

A number of the concessionaires 
on the Island felt that the exposition 
co. should have presented Canior in 


a free show in an effort to get more | 


people to the fair. 

Exposition brought in George 
Fischer’s ‘Folies Bergere’ company 
Friday (10) for a six-week booking 
in the California Auditorium on the 
isle at a reported guarantee of 
$12,500 weekly. 
proved a standout draw, biz 
opening three days at 75c top being 
virtually capacity. In an effort to 
lure biz, the word got round to see 
‘Bergere’ before the censors got busy 
and clamped down. Auditorium was 
mobbed as a result. 

Fair officials want desperately to 
make the expo a success, and one of 
the first things they intend to do is 
pep up the Gayway and to put in 
some more night dine and dance 
spots. As it is now, except on the 
bayway, things are pretty dead after 
10 o’clock, when the exhibit halls 
close, 

Frederick Weddletown, whose 
resignation as concessions director 
caused numerous rumors, has been 
replaced by Mel Smith, formerly in 
charge of the service department. 
Chief director Harris Connick, about 
whom there has been talk of ‘resig- 
nation,’ definitely remains in the pic- 
ture. Connick will now directly 
control the concessions department. 

Ray Maxwell, formerly employed 
in concessions, now has charge of 
all the restaurants and other food 
dispensaries on Treasure Island. 
High prices of food at the fair were 
investigated and most of the restau- 
rants are now charging nominal 
prices. Eating facilities have been 
increased so that now 64,000 can eat 
at one time. 

Weather Sours 


Fate and the weatherman smiled 
on the exposition up until about 10 
days ago, when cold and rain set in. 
Since then there has been quite a 
let-down in attendance. Weekly gate 











will have to be 414,000 if the antici- 





Hamid, Once an Acrobat There, 
Buys N. J. Fair's Trenton Plant 


Trenton, March 14. 

Sale of the New Jersey Interstate 
Fair Association plant equipment to 
George A. Hamid, amusement pro- 
moter was announced today (Tues- 
day) by General Mahlon R. Mar- 
gerum, Association’s secretary-treas- 
urer, Hamid has been operating 
the fair for the past several years 
under a lease arrangement. He 
plans to continue staging the an- 
nual Fall exhibition and later is ex- 
pected to develop the 125 acres on | 
the outskirts of Trenton as an amuse- | 
ment park. 

Negotiations for the sale of the 
property have been in progress since 
last January. Price was not dis- 
closed, but was reported to provide a 
dividend on the $135,000 worth of 
stock outstanding after meeting all | 
other obligations. It is a term ar-| 
rangement and the association will 
continue in existence until all de- 
tails of the deal are completed. 

Possibility of using the association 
track for horse racing with pari- 
mutuel betting, if the proposed con- 
stitutional amendment to legalize 
gambling is approved oy the voters 
at the June 20 referendum, has been 
discussed for some time. Hamid per- 
formed as a tumbler at the Trenton 
fair 30 years ago when a member of 











troupe of gymnasts 


| included 





George Hamid Behind 
New N. C. Amuse. Park 


Charlotte, N. C., March 14. 
Plans for construction of a $100,- 
000 amusement park near here went 
ahead when officials of the Southern 
States Exposition, Inc., met here to 
file a deed to the property and begin 
laying out buildings and grounds. 
Heading the group is George A. 
Hamid, who is one of the principal 
backers of the exposition, which} 
bought equipment and assets of the | 
local fair association recently for ne 
purpose of putting on a fair here in| 
October. They plan a grandstand to | 
seat 5,000. The exhibit halls will be) 
built of fabricated steel. Also to be | 
in the layout will be a 
swimming pool and skating rink. 
PALM SPRINGS CONTEST 
Palm Springs, March 14. 
First annual bathing beauty con- 
test is slated at this resort March 26 
by Jack Melvin and Dick Pritchard, 
with preliminaries to be held (17) 
at Ocean Park. 
Winner of Palm Springs finals gets 
the title, ‘Miss Desert Queen,’ and a 








Show has already | 
the 


way. 

‘Day Dreams’ is starting to attract 
| some attention on the Gayway now 
| that the thrill-seekers have discov- 
|ered it. Three girls work in the 
| show, doing a strip-tease that has 
anything on the Gayway beat. Use 
| of mirrors gives the impression that 
j}more girls are working in the act. 
Although Sally Rand’s nuderie has 
| been tamed down somewhat, the 
| Ranch is still plenty potent at the 
b.o, 

A huge celebration of St. Patrick’s 
| Day (17) is expected to up fair at- 
tendance considerably. Louis B. 
Mayer will be guest of honor at a 
St. Patrick’s Day luncheon for 2,500 
people on the Island. It will be 
broadcast over a nation-wide NBC 
network. At the fair for the lunch- 
eon will be the entire cast of the 
Hardy family, Hedy LaMarr, Robert 
Young, Miliza Korjus and Judy Gar- 
land. 

Biggest draws of the events still 
to come, each of which is expected 
to attract its share of visitors to 
Treasure Island, are President Roose- 
velt, who will sail to the Coast on a 
warship, which will be anchored off 
the Island during his stay here; the 
Crown Prince and Princess of Den- 
mark, Crown Prince Olaf and Prin- 
cess Martha of Norway, the pres- 
entation of Santa Clara University’s 
famed Passion Play at the fair, and 
the National Collegiate A.A. sectional 
basketball championship. 


PROPOSE 7-MAN B’D 
TO OP. REBUILT BEACH 


New London, Conn., March 14. 

The City Council last week unani- 
mously voted to ask the general as- 
sembly for permission to name a 
seven-man board to operate Ocean 
Beach, proposed public recreation 
center. The genera] assembly now 
has before it a bill empowering the 
city to issue $2,500,000 in bonds for 
the project. 

Previously, following a _ referen- 
dum of the voters, the council had 
adopted a resolution providing for 
the acquisition of 50 acres of land 
at Ocean Beach. The latter, among 
the most popular shore resorts of 
New England, was almost completely 
wrecked by last September’s hurri- 
cane and tidal wave. 

Plans cal] for the construction of 
a modern bathing pavilion, salt wa- 
ter swimming pool, to be used as a 
skating rink in the winter, dance pa- 
vilion, boardwalk, parking area for 
3,600 cars and tennis courts. Cost 
of the project has been set at 
$2,150,417. 


Pic, Radio Talent Hypo 
Coast’s Orange Show 


San Bernardino, Cal., March 14. 

National Orange Show is again 
using Hollywood picture and radio 
talent to hypo attendance at citrus 
event getting underway Thursday 
(16). 

Already set are King sisters, 
formerly with Horace Heidt, who 
have four-day booking, Fibber Mc- 
Gee, the Gleasons, Kenny Baker, 
Donald Novis, Betty Grable, Ann 
Miller and Don Wilson. 


Outlaw Walkathons 


Lincoln, March 14. 
The walkathon bill, which the film 
business backed, passed the legisla- 
ture yesterday (Monday) and goes 
to governor for signing. 
It provides 10 days to six months 
in jail, and $1,000 fine, for staging 


























Grand National picture contract. 


endurance shows. 
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Fels. 11 — pareceiphic pabiic Ledger 
“Undisputed master of moderna rhythm.” 


| = Febs. 11 — pritcseiphic Eventig Battetie 
| “Stil Pied Piper of Pandemonium end King of Swing to all intense and purposeful 
Bi Jitterbugs.” 


¥ a Feb. 18 — newers Ledger 


; “Crowds assembled every day before box-office opened.” 


i 8 = Feb. aR — Variety, Detrolt 


} “Benny Goodman has them swinging to the Fox box-office in droves." 


u 
~ ; 


Benny is King, says Time Magazine. 


; a March 7 — Associated Press 


"Goodman made honorary member of Indiana State Legis- 


a ° 


ti lature after wild jam session." 


| 6 March 7 —veriety. Indianapolis 
7 "Goodman... piling up smashing gross. House’ to- 
oS tal more than double any other first run spot.” 


j P Marth 11 — Pittsburgh Post Gazette 

“Pretenders to his throne there may be, but Benny 
Goodman is still the King of Swing. Nobody has 
touched him yet and from the sounds of things at the 
ay Stanley, it will be a long time before anybody does. 
For Mr. Goodman knows not only his clarinet and 
| his medium, but also his music, and he can scorch an 
f . audience into a fever of savage excitement with his 
+ spectacular pied-piping. They were dancing in the 
aisles yesterday afternoon, literally so. But Mr. 
Goodman's swing isn't only for the jitterbugs, it's 
| likewise for the less distraught students of this pe- 
culiar rhythm form, and for the historians of a 

screwy era, too. 


i What's more, Mr. Goodman needn't look beyond 

his own crew for swing's crown princes, Lionel 
Hi Hampton, Jess Stacey and Ziggy Elman to mention 
just a few of them. They're proof enough that Benny, 
the Best, is teacher as well as musician. In Miss 
Martha Tilton, he has another willing pupil (on the 
vocal end).” 
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Wednesday, March 15, 1939 




















1939 FEB 28 PM 12 48 
MUSIC CORP OF AMERICA 

745 FIFTH AVE 
BENNY GOODMAN THE KING. OF SWING IS STILL KING IN 
DETROIT STOP FRIDAY OPENING A THOUSAND DOLLARS BIGGER 
THAN LAST YEAR SATURDAY TWELVE HUNDRED DOLLARS BETTER 
STOP SUNDAY IN SPITE OF BLIZZARD AND SEVEN INCHES OF 
SNOW BUSINESS SLIGHTLY UNDER LAST YEAR. WHAT BETTER 
PROOF CAN YOU ASK OF DETROIT CHOICE REGARDS 

DAVID M IDZAL. 
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INDIANAPOLIS IND 1939 MAR 10 AM 4 05 
MUSIC CORP OF AMERICA 

745 FIFTH AVE NYK 
NEITHER RAIN SLEET SNOW NOR SMALLPOX INFLUENZA AND 
LENT COULD HALT US THIS WEEK WITH BENNY GOODMAN AND 
HIS ORCHESTRA STOP WE HAVE JUST FINISHED CHECKING UP 
FOR THE WEEK AND WE FELT YOU OUGHT TO KNOW THAT THE 
GROSS RANKS HIGH AMONG OUR ALLTIME FIGURES AND INCLUDES 
' A NEW ONE DAY RECORD ON SATURDAY IN SPITE OF UNPRECE~ 
DENTED OBSTACLES STOP IN OUR OPINION IT IS A REAL 
TRIUMPH FOR BENNY GOODMAN'S VALUE AS .A POWERFUL "NAME* 
ATTRACTION AS A REALLY ENTERTAINING SHOWMAN WHO 
PLEASED THE CROWDS AND AS A _HARD-WORKING GENTLEMAN 
WHO MORE THAN COOPERATED IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE TO GET 
BUSINESS STOP THIS MAY SOUND LIKE AN AD BUT IT 
HONESTLY EXPRESSES OUR SENTIMENTS 

TED NICHOLAS MANAGER LYRIC THEATRE, 



































Waldorf Astoria Hote] — Camel cigarette program 
opening return engage- 9:30 to 10 P.M., Fuesday. 
ment, October Ist, fall Columbia Networks — 
season. coast to coast. 


Coconut Grove, Ambassa- Victor Records 
dor Hotel, Los Angeles — 
opening, May 22—6 weeks. 
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